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Introduction
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This book discusses the Mexican Revolution that took place between 1910 and 1920. It takes you to the political events right before the Revolution started when President Porfirio Díaz was still in power. If you want to learn more about Mexican history and the cultural changes during that time , this book is exactly what you are looking for.

Over the 31 years of the Porfiriato Era, the political environment in Mexico went through a lot of changes. We explain what happened in those years and how Porfirio Díaz ruled the country. Learning about the historical background of Díaz's term, which was the longest in Mexican history, will give you a foundation of how the Revolution came to being. We mention all the positive and negative impacts his administration had on Mexico. You will find details about his military forces and how he used his personal guards to fight his opposition for so long. His wiley intelligence and experience were what kept him in the presidential seat for more than thirty years.

You will also learn how he was concerned with the prosperity of the Mexican economy. He encouraged foreign investors to conduct businesses in the country, but in the meantime, enforced numerous prejudiced policies, leading to the oppression of the working class. We also talk about his opposition and how they came to be by establishing their own political party. In this book, you will find many details and important political characters that played a major role in the Revolution.

We mention all the presidents who rose to power in the decade of the Revolution and their different political strategies. We will then talk about the birth of the new constitution, which is still considered one of the most important governing documents in Mexico. You will learn more about the reform policies articulated to help the country recover from the former dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz. The book includes simplified information about the Mexican Congress and how it shaped the constitution.

Apart from the political environment during that time, we discuss how other aspects changed, including cultural aspects like art, music, and literature, and the economic changes that happened as a consequence of the Revolution. The cultural changes reflected people's experiences through the Revolution and the following civil war, which devastated the country. This gave rise to many artists, novelists, and musicians who expressed people's feelings as they went through that political climate.

The book also takes you to when the Revolution ended and the economic and political effects on the country. Mexico went through many hardships during that time because it was exposed to ten years of destruction and instability. You will find a timeline of all the events that happened in Mexico before Porfirio Díaz ruled the country until the 1990s. We encourage you to read this book for what it contains from an easy-to-follow language with each technical term explained throughout. So, let's dive into the world of Mexican history during its most significant Revolution.
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Chapter 1: What Caused the Mexican Revolution?

[image: ]


The Mexican Revolution took place in 1910 and continued till 1920. It was a long series of military conflicts in the region. The revolution shaped Mexican culture and the new government at the time when the Revolutionary Army overthrew the Federal Army. This resulted in the formation of the new constitution that the newly formed central government upheld. In this chapter, we will look back at the origins of the Mexican Revolution and what caused it to erupt.

Porfirio Díaz and the Porfiriato Era

The Porfiriato Era was marked by the presidency of Porfirio Díaz, who ruled from 1876 to 1911. For over thirty years, he was the president of Mexico and had come to power by coup. His predecessor,Sebastián Lerdo de Tejada, was about to be re-elected in 1876 but was overthrown by Díaz, who opposed his re-election. There was a small gap in Díaz's presidency from 1880 to 1884 when he could not be re-elected. At that time, General Manuel González, who was Díaz's ally, was elected as president and remained in office for four years. During the time of González's presidency, Díaz had his eyes on his former seat as president and ran successfully for office again in 1880. This time, his presidency lasted till 1911.

During his time as president, Díaz made sure the constitution was altered to lift the time limit for the presidential position so that he could rule indefinitely. However, he did run elections regularly; during his term, most people believed they were falsified and were simply window dressing. Díaz had many years of political experience and was able to work around the system whenever the rules of the constitution were not on his side. He had the police militia forces or rurales under his command, ordering them to perform many bloody missions to expand Díaz's reach in Mexican lands. As a result of his rule by fear, many farmers and peasants were forced to move away from their lands, which came under Díaz's control.

The people fought in courts to get back their lands but to no avail. Almost ten million peasants had to leave their lands and were forced to work for other landlords. A staggering ninety percent of land owned by communities all over Mexico was sold by the beginning of the 1900s. Díaz's hold on power grew greater until he convinced the whole country that he knew what was best for everybody, and he ruled as an autocrat. 

Díaz's efforts were directed at opening the Mexican state to the whole world, and he welcomed foreign investors to grow the country's economy. He endorsed industrial development and building infrastructure in the country. Díaz felt his opposition was a threat that needed to be shut down permanently. He ordered that anyone who opposed his rule be suppressed so that foreign investors felt the conditions in Mexico were safe enough to conduct their business.

As the cities became industrialized and modernized, the rural towns suffered. The conditions peasants and farmers lived in were difficult; they felt oppressed and exploited by the new landowners. The country also faced a severe drought in 1907, which lasted for two years. This situation added to the hardships people faced in rural areas.

On the other hand, numerous factories were constructed all around the country. A transport infrastructure of paved roads was created to facilitate the transportation of goods, and many more products were introduced into the Mexican economy. With the diminished production of corn, livestock, and wheat due to the drought, the export of other goods like sugar, tobacco, and coffee compensated for the loss of crops. But peasants and farmers had already lost a huge part of their livelihood. To top it off, they were also deprived of good education, which was reserved for the upper class. Only rich and powerful people had access to proper education. This mainly included European families who resided in Mexico at the time.

The landowners or hacendados controlled most of the land in the country. One elite family would have an estate composed of over a million acres. This left the natives without land or a sustainable income. Their only option was to work the fields that had once belonged to them. Factory workers suffered the same fate as they worked in inhumane conditions for minimum wages.

Military and Politics

Before his presidency, Díaz was considered a war hero. He was a liberal general, and his military achievements secured his position as an army commander. Since he came to power through a coup, he wanted to avoid military intervention in his presidency at all costs. To protect his position, he took steps to suppress the power of the military by shifting their independent power to the central government. He assigned military leaders to each Mexican province. This "divide and conquer" strategy worked well because he could deal with each group of generals who had participated in the coup that overthrew Díaz's predecessor. Each general expected some sort of reward for their role in the coup, and Díaz kept that in mind.

Some of his rivals were given business opportunities, while others were rewarded with lands to keep them loyal to his regime. Díaz did everything in his power to extinguish any general's political ambitions. Some of his rivals rebelled against his ruling, but Díaz was able to suppress them by force. He worked tirelessly for almost half his presidency to diminish the power of the military. He was finally able to keep the total army forces to a minimum of 25 generals and 500 officers. The officers were trained to fight off foreign attacks to steer them away from inner conflicts.

Díaz then gave more power to his personal militia forces, the rurales, making them elite units, including former mercenaries, who remained under Díaz's control. His ultimate plan was to stabilize any political turmoil in the country by a central government composed mainly of civilians to provide optimum conditions for foreign investments. All the officers and generals in Díaz's Federal Army grew older over the thirty years of his presidency. They were mainly concerned with their personal financial gains.

Díaz was a master at politics as he could take advantage of the experience of the regional leaders who served under his regime. After that, he replaced these people with others who were loyal to him. He ensured that nobody had power over him, ensuring that everything was under his control. As he stripped power away from the military, he replaced all the army heads with civilians. Díaz knew that the Federal Army could overthrow him, which is why he only trusted the rurales to serve as his personal guards. The rurales were mobile units that would travel on trains hauling their horses with them to the country's rural towns, seizinglands from farmers and peasants. They were responsible for uncovering any rebellious groups and bringing them down.

The railways facilitated the transportation of goods, which played a major role in Mexico's economy. Side by side with the railway tracks went telegram lines, which made communication a lot easier and faster. All the towns in the countryside and further states could communicate with people in the capital.

After the year 1900, Díaz began to suppress the power of his governors by replacing them at whim. Whenever he felt someone had voiced any kind of opposition, he would immediately terminate them. The Federal Army itself, with all its 30,000 officers, had no power because it mainly consisted of senior generals and untrained troops.

The Opposition

Díaz continued to suppress any opposition until the beginning of the 1900s. However, the opposition by the Mexican Liberal Party started to rise in 1905. They were a group of Mexicans who resisted Díaz's dictatorship. They formulated a program that questioned the unfair policies exercised under Díaz's regime. Suppressing labor unions and prioritizing capitalism through foreign investments were two of the dictates the party was beginning to rebel against. Ricardo Flores Magón was one of the most prominent figures of this opposition. His brothers Enrique and Jesús worked with him to organize strikes and rebellions against Díaz.

Together with Antonio Díaz Soto y Gama and Luis Cabrera, they were connected to a newspaper called El Hijo del Ahuizote, which published political caricatures of Díaz's regime. Another anti-Díaz publication called Regeneración was founded by the Liberal Party of Mexico, written in English and Spanish. Práxedis Guerrero published another anarchist newspaper, called Alba Roja. In the face of all this bad press and outright opposition, Diaz went into exile. He went to the United States and published his own newspaper in San Francisco. These liberal groups were highly influential as an opposition power to Díaz's regime. They were considered the Mexican Revolution's original forces because they encouraged the people to overthrow Díaz's dictatorship. By the 1910 re-elections, a wealthy political enthusiast called Francisco I. Madero sponsored the anti-Díaz newspaper Anti-Reelectionista, which published content in opposition
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