

[image: cover]




Endgame Virtuoso Magnus Carlsen





Tibor Karolyi

Endgame Virtuoso Magnus Carlsen

His Extraordinary Skills Uncovered and Explained

New In Chess 2018





© 2018 New In Chess

Published by New In Chess, Alkmaar, The Netherlands

www.newinchess.com

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission from the publisher.

Cover design: Volken Beck

Supervision: Peter Boel

Proofreading: Sandra Keetman

Editing and typesetting: Ian Kingston

Production: Anton Schermer

Have you found any errors in this book?

Please send your remarks to editors@newinchess.com. We will collect all relevant corrections on the Errata page of our website www.newinchess.com and implement them in a possible next edition.

ISBN: 978-90-5691-776-0





Contents

Preface

Chapter 1     The junior years

Chapter 2     The young superstar rises to the top

Chapter 3     The world-class player

Chapter 4     World number one

Chapter 5     The World Champion

Postscript

Index of players

Endgame classification





Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:

[image: images]







	[image: images]

	White to move




	[image: images]

	Black to move
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	Black stands better
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Preface

In 2014 I was lucky enough to be a second of Joshua Altman at the Reykjavik Open. I saw Henrik Carlsen (Magnus’ father) playing in the event, so I asked if I could interview him. At the end of a very pleasant conversation, I gave him my Endgame Virtuoso Anatoly Karpov book as a present. I signed the book and wrote that very few players in the history of chess had a chance of reaching the great Soviet World Champion’s level of endgame play. Under my signature I expressed my hope that Magnus would reach that level, and I wished him good luck. However, in no way did I think that in a few years’ time I would write a book on Magnus’ endgame play.

Magnus Carlsen is only in the middle of his career, but has already achieved so much. He has already become one of the game’s all-time greats. He has achieved more than most World Champions by obtaining the highest title and defending it two times. He is the world number one on the FIDE rating list. Although his edge against his rivals is currently not that big, his previous lead over the world number two was one of the biggest ever.

Carlsen’s extremely successful endgame play has been one of the key reasons for his success. But that is not the only reason why it is worth looking in great detail at his endgame play. I think the Norwegian grandmaster is the first World Champion who has never played an adjourned game – or if he has, it was at the very beginning of his career. Unlike older players, Carlsen did not acquire his endgame skill by analysing adjourned positions during nights with little sleep. On the other hand, he was able to learn a lot from endgame tablebases, so he surely knows many more six-piece positions than earlier champions.

A couple of great players have hailed him as the reincarnation of Karpov, and it is hard to argue with them, as they have actually played both Karpov and Carlsen. However, from my perspective, having written three books on Karpov and having already looked into Carlsen’s endgames, I could see clear differences. When I worked in Singapore and told people that their country is similar to Malaysia, they were surprised. But while somebody like me who came from afar could see the similarities, those who live close to one another see the differences.

Of course, I believe that both Karpov and Carlsen are phenomenal in endgames, but I also think they are both lucky to have had their career when they did. What do I mean by that? Karpov was not physically strong, and sometimes in his career he ran out of energy. I think having an adjournment after 5 hours served his interests; also, he had world-class grandmaster helpers. On the other hand, Carlsen plays a lot of sports and is, just like Fischer and Kasparov were, very healthy and physically strong. Therefore he can keep his concentration level longer than others, and wins some games by outlasting his opponents. Beliavsky said that Karpov and Carlsen are the only two players whose level of play does not decrease as the game goes on, but goes up. I am sure that Beliavsky is right, but I think Karpov would not have been able to keep his level up for another 2-3 hours after the first 40 moves. Carlsen can, as he has proved on many occasions. Being allowed an adjournment would have helped Carlsen’s opponents to hold slightly worse positions a few times. I believe that Carlsen would be better able to adjust to the old system than Karpov would have been to the new one. As a side note, Carlsen’s attitude reminds me very much of Beliavsky’s, more than any other former great player. Neither of them cares much about what type of position they get – it can be tactical, complicated-positional, or an equal ending – they both want to fight.

When I started to work on Carlsen’s endgames, studying the comments of various grandmasters in New In Chess magazine and ChessBase Megabase as well as in a number of books on Carlsen (listed in the Bibliography in the back of the book), and adding my own analyses, I was surprised to find that Magnus plays them quite differently from Karpov. The Russian World Champion rarely had to save difficult endgames; Carlsen has surely saved many more of those than Karpov. On the other hand, the Russian made fewer mistakes, but I think that is mainly because he had the chance to analyse the positions at home. Karpov caught the opponent’s king more often, while Carlsen more often seems to take advantage of the very subtle choice between knight and bishop. Karpov liked to base his game plan on his exceptional endgame skill from the start of his career, while Carlsen only became an endgame monster in the middle of his teenage years.

Why devote a book to Carlsen’s endgames when he is still very far from finishing his career? Because he has already produced so many fantastic endgames, and studying them will bring a lot of pleasure and instruction to many chess fans. I will review his best endgames in chronological order, so we can see how Carlsen developed his skill.

For many years, Karpov and Kasparov were the very best players in the world, and I followed their games like everybody else. But it was only when I started writing books on their play and continuously worked on their masterpieces that I was able to more fully appreciate their tools and specialities. I am sure that focusing on Carlsen’s endgame play will, in the same way, help us to discover new aspects of his endgame artistry.

Given the fact that I coach junior players, I am particularly devoted to investigating and analysing what makes junior players develop rapidly and to scrutinising the early years of great players. Therefore, in the chapter on the early years I will make some remarks on Carlsen’s general play alongside my main focus, which is his endgame play. Simen Agdestein’s excellent book on Carlsen, How Magnus Carlsen Became the Youngest Chess Grandmaster in the World, had a very wide target audience and did not go into great detail in his game commentary. Simen’s desire to please non-chessplaying readers meant that he did not analyse variations, but restricted his comments to brief verbal points. Agdestein’s book almost never entered into subjects like what openings Magnus chose. For chess experts and devoted chess trainers these small things would have been very interesting to read about. Magnus became one of the youngest grandmasters ever, so it is therefore very much worth scrutinising his chess in his early years. When covering the years after he stopped playing in junior events, I will concentrate exclusively on his exceptional endgame play.

Magnus’ level of endgame play allowed him to beat Teimour Radjabov in the crucial game to earn the right to challenge Viswanathan Anand for the title of World Champion.

I asked Dennis Monokroussos whether he had an especially memorable Carlsen endgame. He answered: ‘Not really – they all kind of blend together for me. They used to jokingly accuse Tal of “witchcraft” back in the day for winning the crazy tactical games he did. That’s sort of how I feel about many of the endgames Carlsen has managed to win over the years.’ I think this book will help chess fans to understand Magnus’ magic in endgames and uncover some of his tools and methods.

Dear reader, working through all of Carlsen’s best endgames will be a long but fruitful journey, and we will touch on other aspects of his chess along the way. Please join me, for if you like endgames you will surely not be disappointed!

Tibor Karolyi

Soltvadkert, May 2018





CHAPTER 1

The junior years

At this early stage of his career, Carlsen was an amateur, but not a beginner. Like most juniors, he improved steadily. He was always exceptionally strong for his age, although he never won an age group championship. It was easy to see that he would be a world-class player, but it was hard to anticipate that he would grow into one of the greatest players of all time. Magnus received a very solid grounding for his chess: the conditions were always very good, he had Simen Agdestein as a trainer and he was able to test his skills against strong players. Importantly, Carlsen was able to exploit these conditions: he achieved results good enough to meet even former World Championship Candidate players like Jonathan Speelman and Artur Jussupow. In the games covered by this chapter, one can already see flashes of brilliance that hint at the great endgame player he would become. In particular, this is evident in his games against Clement, Glenne, Norri, Lie, Laqua and Olszewski. The last game is an example of his superb tactical ability.

1999


Game 1

Haakon Oeksnevad

Magnus Carlsen

Gausdal ch-NOR under 11 1999
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20…♖f6

Magnus offers to exchange rooks. With no rooks on the board, his superior development will become important. I wonder whether Carlsen had already spotted the tactical possibility that would bring down Oeksnevad.

Objectively, aiming to gain space would have been stronger. After 20…♗f6! 21.c3 ♕d7 22.♖e1 f4! 23.♘a3 ♗e7 Black has some advantage, as he has more space and White’s light pieces are passive.

21.♖xf6?

Keeping the rooks on the board would equalise: 21.♖e1! ♖f7 22.♗f4 (22.♗b4 is also fine for White) 22…♖e7 23.♘d2

21…♕xf6 22.g3?

Oeksnevad gets ready to ‘win’ a piece. After 22.c3 ♗e8 23.♕f3 ♕e6 24.♘a3 White would hold.

22…♗g5 23.f4??

A losing move, which is really quite naïve. After 23.c3 f4 24.♕g4 ♖c7 25.♗xf4 ♖f7 26.h4 ♗xf4 Black would be better, but White could try to resist.

[image: images]

23…♕xd4+ 24.♔g2 ♗f6

Magnus’ tactical idea prevails. He wins a pawn and saves the piece.

25.♗c3

On 25.♕xf5 ♖e8 Black wins.

25…♕e4+ 26.♕f3 d4 27.♕xe4 ♗xe4+ 28.♔f2

[image: images]

28…dxc3

Magnus wins a piece. The rest is not interesting.

29.♘xc3 ♗xc2 30.♘xb5 ♗xb2 31.♖g1 a5 32.♘d6 ♗d4+ 33.♔g2 ♗xg1 34.♔xg1 ♖d8 35.♘xc4 ♖d1+ 36.♔f2 a4 37.♘e3 ♖d2+ 38.♔e1 ♖xh2 39.♘f1 ♖g2 40.a3 ♗d3 41.♘e3 ♖xg3 42.♘xf5 ♗xf5 43.♔f2 ♖xa3 44.♔e2 ♖d3 45.♔f2 a3 46.♔e2 a2 47.♔f2 a1♕ 48.♔e2 ♕b2+ 49.♔f1 ♖d1# 0-1

In this game Carlsen tried to outplay his opponent by tactical means and it worked perfectly. I discovered that he participated in his first tournament, the youngest division of the 1999 Norwegian Championship, at the age of 8 years and 7 months, scoring 6½ points out of 11 games.

2000

In the next game, Carlsen was unable to exert pressure in the opening. After equalising, it was Olzem who sought to apply pressure. Let us see how Carlsen handles it.


Game 2

Magnus Carlsen

Lothar Olzem

2179

Bad Wiessee 2000 (4)
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20.♕b2

Many children, and also some adults, would swap on b4, gifting Black the a-file. Magnus’ move keeps the position balanced. Not exchanging queens indicates some maturity. Swapping is worse than it looks: 20.♕xb4? axb4 21.♖d2 ♘e4 and Black wins.

20…a4 21.♘d3 ♕b6 22.♘c5

Carlsen is not looking for a repetition with 22.♘e5.

22…♘d7 23.b4

Magnus is willing to accept the doubled pawns.

23…♘xc5 24.dxc5 ♕c7 25.a3 ♕f4?!

This move is slightly optimistic, as it can easily lead to losing the only open file. Simplifying to a queen ending was safer: 25…♖xd1 26.♖xd1 ♖d8 27.♕c2 ♖xd1+ 28.♕xd1 ♕f4 This queen ending would be equal.

26.♕c2 g6?!

[image: images]

27.g3!

This move removes the back-rank danger and forces Black to choose a diagonal for the queen. After 27.♖d3 ♖xd3 28.♕xd3 ♕f6 29.♖d1 ♕b2 30.♕e3 White would be slightly better.

27…♕g4

After 27…♕f3 28.♕c1 White intends to play ♖d6: 28…♖xd1 29.♖xd1 e5 30.♖d7 and White has the initiative thanks to the active d7-rook.

28.♔g2

A good move. Not only does it take away the f3-square from the black queen, but it also improves his king a little. However 28.♖d6!, occupying the d-file, was stronger: 28…♕f3 29.♕c1 h5 30.h4 and Black would be left with an unpleasant choice between living with a white pawn on d6 or giving up the d-file.

28…♕f5 29.♕xf5!

When there are fewer pieces on the board, the importance of controlling the only open file grows. 29.♕c3 followed by ♖d6 would maintain some pressure, but Carlsen’s move is stronger.

29…gxf5 30.♔f3

I prefer 30.♖d6! and if 30…♔f8 then 31.♖fd1 followed by ♔h3!, attacking the h-pawn. I think Black would not survive.

30…♔f8 31.♖d6 ♔e7

[image: images]

32.♖fd1 ♖ab8??

A losing mistake. In worse endgames, in general one should avoid simplifications to pawn endings. Since White’s king is much better placed than Black’s, Black should have kept a pair of rooks on the board: 32…♖xd6 33.cxd6+ ♔d7 34.♔f4 (34.♔e3 b6) and now:

A) 34…f6 35.c5:

A1) 35…♖g8 36.♔e3 (36.♔f3 ♖g4) 36…e5 (36…♖g4? 37.♖d4!) 37.f3 (37.♖c1 ♖g4) 37…h5 and Black should get away with this;

A2) 35…b6 36.♖c1 bxc5 37.bxc5 ♖b8 38.♖c4 ♖b2 and Black holds.

B) 34…c5 35.bxc5 ♖c8 36.♖b1 ♖xc5 37.♖xb7+ ♔xd6 38.♖b4 ♖a5 and Black should hold.

33.♖xd8 ♖xd8 34.♖xd8 ♔xd8

[image: images]

35.g4!

A winning move, which turns Black’s doubled pawns into isolated pawns. It is a critical change.

35…♔e7 36.gxf5 exf5 ½-½

Black offered a draw, and sadly Magnus accepted it. His position is winning. I wonder whether Olzem saw that his position was lost. Let us analyse the final position! 37.♔f4 ♔e6 38.h4 White wants to seal the kingside and win the a4-pawn. I think the young Magnus missed that the a-pawn can be successfully targeted. 38…♔f6 (38…h5 39.♔g5 (39.♔e3 wins as well) 39…♔e5 40.♔xh5 ♔f4 41.b5 and White will move the king to the g-file next, which wins easily) 39.h5 ♔e6 40.♔e3:

A) 40…f4+ (Black sacrifices a pawn to keep the kingside open) 41.♔xf4 f6 42.b5 f5 43.♔e3 cxb5 44.cxb5 ♔d5 45.c6 bxc6 46.bxc6 ♔xc6 47.♔f4 ♔c5 48.♔xf5 ♔c4 49.♔g6 ♔b3 50.♔xh6 ♔xa3 51.♔g5 and White wins the race;

B) 40…♔e5


[image: images]

analysis diagram



41.f4+ White blocks Black’s kingside invasion and wins the a-pawn and the game: 41…♔e6 42.b5 ♔d7 43.♔d4 f6 44.♔c3 ♔c7 45.♔b4 ♔b8 46.♔xa4 ♔a8 47.♔a5 ♔a7 48.a4 and Black’s fortress does not hold.

Carlsen played well for a boy nearing his tenth birthday. He did not play for a draw and made some good moves, but he did miss a few opportunities.

In the next game, Magnus played a well-known opening line involving a pawn sacrifice. However, he soon played an unusual move and found himself in trouble. By the time we join the game, his opponent has released his clear grip on the position, but is still slightly better. Let us see how Magnus handles the situation.


Game 3

Holger Bartels

2170

Magnus Carlsen

Bad Wiessee 2000 (5)
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33…♖b8

Black is somewhat worse as White’s rooks are more active. Magnus has a remarkable idea for a 10-year-old: he provokes White into pushing the b-pawn and exchanging Black’s slightly vulnerable d5-pawn. After 33…♖c7 34.♖d6 ♖c5 35.♖d7 White would be a little better.

34.b3

If 34.♖f2!? ♖b7 35.♖d6 ♖b5 36.♖d7 White has an edge.

34…♖bc8 35.c4 dxc4?

Carlsen opens the d-file for White. Black should exchange as many pawns as possible to try to activate his rooks: 35…e4!

A) 36.cxd5 exd3 37.♖d1 ♖c2 38.♖xd3 ♖fc8 – Black will double his rooks and force a draw;

B) 36.♖d6 dxc4 (36…exd3 37.♖xd5 ♖cd8 38.e4 f5 – Black holds easily) 37.dxc4 ♖fd8 38.♖fd1 ♖xd6 39.♖xd6 f5 40.♔g2 a5 41.♖a6 ♖d8 and Black holds regardless of the pawn deficit.

36.dxc4 ♖c7

If 36…f5 37.♖xa7+ ♔g6 White’s extra pawn gives him an edge, but it would be easy to go wrong in this complex endgame.

37.♖ff6

Occupying the only open file would have given an advantage: 37.♖d1! f6 (37…f5? 38.♖dd6) 38.♔g2 h5 39.♖d5 and the position is unpleasant for Black. White can start pushing his queenside pawns.
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37…♖d8!

Magnus improves his passive rook.

38.♖fd6 ♖cd7 39.♖xd7 ♖xd7 40.c5 f5!

Carlsen correctly anticipates that this ending is a race.

41.b4 e4?

This is not fast enough. Black should have created a passed pawn right away with 41…f4!:

A) 42.c6

[image: images]

42…fxe3!! 43.♔g2 (43.cxd7 e2 44.d8♕ e1♕+ and Black gives perpetual check) 43…♖f7 44.♖a3 ♖f2+ 45.♔g3 a6! and Black is able to swap the passed pawns and hold: 46.♖c3 ♖f6 47.c7 e2 – Black gets the key c-pawn;

B) After 42.exf4 gxf4 43.c6 ♖e7 44.♔g2 e4 45.♖a5 ♔f6 the two connected passed pawns are powerful enough to keep the ending balanced.

42.b5?

Pushing the b-pawn is slow. 42.c6! wins a vital tempo compared to the game:

A) 42…♖c7 43.b5 f4 (43…♔f6 44.♖xa7!) 44.♔g1 ♔f6 (44…fxe3 45.♔f1 ♔f6 46.♖xa7 and White will promote)
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analysis diagram



45.♖xa7! This sacrifice opens the way for the pawns: 45…♖xa7 46.b6 ♖xa2 47.c7 ♖c2 48.b7 ♖xc7 49.b8♕ and the queen defeats the rook;

B) 42…♖d1+ 43.♔g2 f4 44.♖xa7+ ♔f6 45.b5 ♖c1 46.exf4 gxf4 47.♖a8 ♖c2+ 48.♔h3 e3 49.♖e8 e2 50.♖xe2 and White wins.

42…f4 43.♔g2?

This is a mistake because it allows Black to push the pawn with check. After 43.♔g1 ♖d1+ 44.♔f2 ♖d2+ 45.♔e1 ♖b2 the position is even.

43…f3+

Winning an important tempo.

44.♔f2

44.♔h3?? would lose to 44…♖f7. If instead 44.♔g3?? ♖d2 45.♔h3 ♖g2 46.c6 ♖g1 Black soon gives checkmate.

44…♖d2+ 45.♔g1
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45…♖d1+

Carlsen settles for a draw by perpetual check, but he misses a win: 45…♖g2+! 46.♔f1 (if 46.♔h1 ♖b2 would win) 46…♖xh2 47.♖xa7+ ♔g6! (47…♔f6? looks good as well, but 48.♖a8 g4 49.♖g8! and White holds) 48.♖a4 (48.c6 g4 49.c7 g3 and Black is about to give checkmate. If instead 48.♖a8 g4 49.♖g8 ♔h5! wins. Here we can see the difference between moving the king to f6 as opposed to g6) 48…♔f5 49.c6 g4 50.c7 (50.♖c4 g3) 50…♖c2 51.b6 g3 and White gets checkmated. Interestingly, Agdestein does not mention that Magnus could have won the game in the end. I wonder whether he and Magnus missed it when they analysed it, or just wanted to keep the analysis of the book simple for readers who do not themselves play chess.

46.♔f2 ♖d2+ 47.♔g1 ♖d1+ 48.♔f2 ♖d2+ ½-½

The game was drawn by repetition.

I found four Carlsen games from 2000; all of them played before his 10th birthday. He was not a complete amateur even then: he had some opening knowledge and realised when a bishop was preferable to a knight. In endings, he saw the moment when it became a race and realised the value of a rook on an open file. Inaccuracies crept in, but it was still a very strong performance for a 10-year-old boy.

Carlsen’s results in 2000

Open Norwegian Championships, Gausdal 3½/9

Norwegian Championship under 11 section, Asker 10/11

Adult event, Gausdal 3½/7

Norwegian Junior Team Championships, Oslo 3½/5

Bad Wiessee 4½/9

Norwegian Championship under 10 1st-4th place 6/7

2001

FIDE rating (age 10 years, 5 months, April 2001): 2064. World number 33,547.


Game 4

Magnus Carlsen

Jon Ludvig Hammer

Nordic tt 2001
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28…♕f6?!

Carlsen’s young compatriot wants to ease the tension with a queen exchange, but this worsens his position. Black has time to improve his knight with 28…♘f6!: 29.♘d3 ♘e4 30.♖c2 ♔g7 31.♖bc1 ♖e6 32.g4!? White is clearly better, although it is not easy to increase the pressure. This move is perhaps the strongest (after the knight exchange, it is difficult to see how White makes progress: 32.♘c5?! ♘xc5 33.♖xc5 h5 34.♖xd5 (34.♕d1 ♕d7 35.♕b3 ♖d6 and Black’s position is not particularly uncomfortable) 34…cxd5 35.♖xc8 ♖f6 – Black stands well, as the b4-pawn falls): 32…♕e7 33.♕e2 ♖d6 34.♘e5 ♕e8 35.f3 ♘g5 36.♘d3 ♖e6 37.♔f2 ♖e7 – White’s advantage is beyond doubt, but I believe there is no direct way to break through or win material.

29.♘d3!

Magnus rightly does not avoid the queen exchange.

29…♕xf3?

This further worsens Black’s position by strengthening White’s pawn structure.

30.gxf3 g5 31.♖bc1 ♘b8

31…♖e6 32.e4! dxe4 33.d5 and White wins.

32.♘e5 ♔g7 33.♖c5

33.♔g2!?

33…♖ec7
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34.e4

A slightly impatient move. I think it was stronger to first improve the position of his king with 34.♔g2!?, Karpov style.

34…dxe4 35.fxe4 f6?

This mistake decides the outcome of the game. After this, Black will have no counterplay whatsoever. 35…♖e7 had to be played at all cost: 36.f3 ♖d8 37.♖d1 ♖e6 38.♔f2 ♖ed6 39.d5 cxd5 (if 39…♔f8 40.f4 ♔e7 41.♖dc1 cxd5 42.♖c7+ White wins) 40.♖c7 ♔f6 Here, after 41.♘g4 and ♘f7, White would be close to winning, although it is not certain that Black is lost.

36.♘g4!

Magnus correctly sees that f5 is the best square for the knight.

36…h5 37.♘e3 ♔f7 38.♘f5 ♔e6

[image: images]

39.d5+!

The position is ripe for the breakthrough.

39…♔d7 40.d6!

Or 40.♖d1 cxd5 41.♖dxd5+ ♔e6 42.♖d6+ and wins.

40…♖b7 41.e5 fxe5

On 41…♖f8 42.♗e1 wins.

42.♖xe5 ♖e8 43.♖e7+ ♖xe7 44.dxe7 ♖c7

If 44…♔e8, then 45.♖e1 wins.

45.♖d1+ 1-0

Carlsen played this endgame well by any standard, not just that of players his own age.


Game 5

Shannon Clements

Magnus Carlsen

2084

Panormo 2001 (7)
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13…♘e5!?

The power of the bishop pair increases with less material on the board.

14.♘xe5 ♕xe5 15.f3 d5!

It is characteristic of the young Carlsen that he does not spend much time improving his position, but strikes at once.

15…♖fd8! was also good.

16.exd5 ♖fd8 17.f4 ♕xd5

In chess, principles can clash. Here the queen exchange eases White’s position, as his king will be safe without queens on the board. After 17…♖xd5!? 18.♕e1 ♕c7 19.♗f3 ♖d7 20.♗xb7 ♕xb7 I think Black would have been slightly better than in the game, because Black still maintains his dominance over the d-file, and additionally the white king could easily become a target for attack.

18.♕xd5 ♗xd5 19.♗f3 ♗xf3 20.♖xf3

[image: images]

20…♖d2!

The rook stands excellently on the second rank.

21.b4 a5!?

Carlson acts at once. He wins a pawn, but allows Clements to exchange all the queenside pawns. 21…♖c8 was also very strong; if 22.a4 bxa4 23.♖f2 ♖d3.

White would also be in trouble after 21…♖ad8 22.♘f2 f5, because he cannot force exchanges on the queenside.

22.bxa5 ♖xa5 23.♔f1 ♖axa2 24.♖xa2 ♖xa2

[image: images]

Carlsen is relying on his extra pawn, although the win is not at all simple as the queenside pawns will likely be exchanged. On the other hand the placement of White’s pawn on f4 makes the defence materially harder.

25.♖f2 ♖a4 26.g3 g6 27.♖b2 b4 28.cxb4

[image: images]

28…♗xb4!

If the rooks are exchanged, Black is unlikely to win.

29.♘f2 ♗c3 30.♖e2 ♗f6 31.♘d3?!

31.♔g2!? was better, because White has time to decide where to put his knight. I think it is best to put the knight on e4 and advance the h-pawn to h4. I believe White would hold.

31…h6

It is possible that the immediate 31…g5 would have given more practical chances.

32.♔g2

32.h4 ♖a3 33.♖d2 ♗c3 34.♖c2 ♔g7 35.♔g2 (35.♔e2 ♔f6 and Black’s king becomes very dangerous, because 36.♔f3 runs into 36…♗e1) 35…♔f6 36.♖e2 ♔f5 37.♘e5 ♗xe5 38.fxe5 – I believe White would survive this rook endgame.

32…♔g7

It seems better to hurry the advance of the g-pawn: 32…g5!

33.♘c5 ♖d4 34.♘e4 ♗e7 35.♔f3

I believe that after 35.h4 White would hold.
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35…g5!

After this, White’s position already looks uncomfortable. White either undertakes a weakness on f4, or he can take on g5 and make both Black’s e- and f-pawns passed.

36.♔e3 ♖a4 37.♔f3 f5 38.♘f2 ♖a3+ 39.♔g2 ♔f6 40.♘h3 ♖d3

Magnus wants to attack the f4-pawn in such a way that it cannot be defended by the knight from d3. The alternative 40…♗c5 is also strong.

41.fxg5+

White’s position would also be difficult after the defensive move 41.♘f2: 41…♖d4 42.♔f3 ♗d6 (42…g4+ 43.♔g2 h5 44.h3 ♗d6 45.♖c2 – White’s life hangs by a thread and Black will probably win, although I cannot demonstrate a direct win) 43.♔e3 ♗c5 (43…♖a4 44.♘d3 ♖e4+ 45.♔f2 ♔g6 is also strong) 44.♔f3 gxf4 45.gxf4 ♗d6 46.♘h3 White’s position is very difficult, although not hopeless.

41…hxg5
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Black’s winning chances have increased due to the newly created passed pawn and his increased space advantage.

42.♘xg5?

Clements sacrifices his knight for two pawns, and hopes that he will be able to exchange the remaining one. I think 42.g4 or 42.♘f2 would have given more chances to hold.

42…♔xg5 43.♖xe6 ♗f6 44.♖e2 ♔g4!

Carlsen wants to provoke the advance of the h-pawn.

45.♖c2

45.h3+ ♔g5 46.♔f2 ♗d4+ 47.♔g2 ♖e3 and Black wins easily.
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45…♗c3!

Magnus correctly assesses that the rook exchange favours him.

46.♖f2 ♖d2! 47.h3+

White cannot avoid pushing the h-pawn: 47.♖xd2 ♗xd2 48.♔f2 ♔h3 49.♔f3 ♗g5! and Black wins easily.

47…♔g5 48.♖xd2 ♗xd2 49.♔f3
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49…♗c1

Agdestein holds this move in high regard. The position is an easy win, because Black can put White into zugzwang and penetrate with his king.

50.♔e2 ♗b2 51.♔f2 ♗e5 52.♔f3 ♗d6 53.♔g2 ♔f6 54.♔f2 ♔e5 55.♔f3 ♗f8

Simen attaches an exclamation mark to this move.

56.♔e3 ♗h6+ 57.♔f3 ♗g5

White is in zugzwang.

58.h4 ♗h6 59.g4 f4 60.g5 ♗g7 61.h5 ♔f5 62.h6 ♗e5

White resigned.

While applying pressure to his opponent, Carlsen did not always find the strongest moves. However, once the pawns were reduced to one side he played very well and was able to record a win.

Let me cite Agdestein’s comments on this game: ‘His endgame technique still needed some work but in this game he showed his abilities there as well.’
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34…♔f6

Magnus wants to battle it out. It is remarkable that, although he is still a little boy facing a decent grandmaster, he tries to fight instead of seizing the chance for a likely draw. A draw was probable had Magnus played 34…h5, aiming to reduce the number of pawns: 35.f5 h4 36.fxe6 fxe6 (36…♔xe6 is safe as well) 37.♖h5 ♖d4 38.♖c7+ ♔d6 39.♖xa7 ♖xg2 40.♖a6+ ♔e7 41.♖h7+ ♔f6 42.♖h6+ ♖g6 – White can win a pawn in two different ways, but both lead to drawn endgames.

35.♖a5 ♖b7?!

I have to say I do not understand the purpose of this. Black would be safe if he started the race right away: 35…h5 36.b4 (if 36.f5? e5 Black is faster) 36…h4 37.♔b2 ♖d3 (37…h3 would kill the game off as a draw) 38.a4 (not 38.♖xa7 ♖g3 39.♖a8 ♖gxg2 40.♖xg2 ♖xg2+ 41.♔b3 ♔g7 when it is White who has to work for the draw) 38…♖g3 39.♖g5 e5 40.♖xg3 hxg3 41.fxe5+ ♔xe5 42.b5 f5 and the race is even.

36.f5?!

The Georgian grandmaster wants to open up Black’s king, but it is somewhat risky. 36.b4!? was more natural, as pushing pawns is beneficial in a race.

36…e5

Magnus declines to simplify: 36…exf5 37.♖f2 ♔g6 38.♖axf5 ♖xg2 39.♖f6+ ♔g7 40.♖xf7+ ♖xf7 41.♖xg2+ ♔f6 and the position would be a dead draw.

37.♖e2

After 37.♖a6+ ♔g5 38.f6 h5 39.♖f2 ♖h4 Black is a bit better.

37…♖e7?!

37…h5 38.♖axe5 ♖xg2 39.♖xg2 ♔xe5 40.♖g5 h4 41.♖h5 f6 42.b4 ♔f4 43.♖xh4+ ♔xf5 – this race is even as well.

38.♖a6+!

White takes the initiative by exploiting the fact that the f5-pawn is poisoned. Taking would cost the h-pawn.

38…♔g5 39.f6 ♖b7 40.♖xe5+ ♔g6 41.♖e7

After 41.♖e8! White would be a pawn up:

A) 41…♖d7 42.♖g8+ ♔f5 43.b4 ♖d2+ 44.♔b3 ♖dxg2 45.♖xg2 ♖xg2 46.♖xa7 and White is faster in the race, as proven by the FinalGen tablebase program;

B) 41…h5 42.♖g8+ ♔f5 43.b4 h4 44.♔b3 ♖c7 45.♔a4 – it is hard to tell whether this wins, but it certainly gives decent chances.

41…♖b8

41…♖b6 42.♖exa7 ♖xa6 43.♖xa6 ♖xg2 44.a4 h5 would be a near thing. Either White wins or Black holds.

42.♖axa7

Kacheishvili lets Carlsen equalise. Defending the g2-pawn with 42.♖e2! would give White time to push his queenside pawns: 42…♖b7 (42…h5 43.♖xa7 h4 44.♖ae7 ♔xf6 45.♖7e3 ♔g5 and White has winning chances) 43.b4 h5 44.♔b3 h4 Here White would have decent winning chances after 45.♖e8 or 45.♖e7. Through my former trainer colleague from Singapore, Natalia Edzgveradze, I contacted Kacheishvili and he confirmed that the game was not adjourned, but played in one session. Maybe Carlsen never had an adjourned game. In this case, it would have been useful for Magnus to have the chance to analyse the position.

42…♖xg2 43.♖ab7 ♖xb7 44.♖xb7

[image: images]

44…h5!

Carlsen wastes no time by taking the f-pawn, but pushes his own pawn quickly.

45.a4 ♖g4

Magnus wants to use his rook actively. He could have started to push his pawn instead: 45…h4 46.♖b8 h3 47.♖h8 h2 48.a5 ♖f2 (48…♖g5 is simpler) 49.♔a3 ♔g5 50.b4 ♔g4 51.♔a4 ♔g3 52.a6 ♖xf6 53.♔a5 ♖f1 54.b5 and now:

A) 54…h1♕ 55.♖xh1 ♖xh1 56.b6 ♖a1+ 57.♔b5 f5 58.a7 f4 59.b7 ♖xa7 60.b8♕ ♖e7! is a theoretical draw;

B) 54…♖a1+ 55.♔b6 f5 56.a7 f4 57.♖g8+ ♔f2 58.♖h8 ♔g2 59.♖g8 is a draw by repetition.

46.♔a3 h4 47.♖b8 ♖g3+ 48.b3 ♔xf6

Magnus takes the pawn, but he could do without this as well: 48…♖g5 49.♖g8+ (49.♖h8 ♖h5) 49…♔f5! 50.♖h8 ♔g4 51.♖h7 (51.b4 is safe for White) 51…♖h5 52.♖xf7 ♔f5! 53.♖g7 ♔xf6 and Black holds as White’s rook will become very passive.

49.♖h8 ♔g5 50.a5 ♖e3 51.♔a4
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51…♖e6?

This could turn into a loss of tempo. Black should have entered the race at once by 51…f5!? 52.a6 (52.b4 f4 53.b5 ♖e1 54.b6 ♖b1! and Black’s pawns are fast enough) 52…♖e1 53.♔a5 f4 54.b4 f3 and Black has nothing to worry about.

52.b4 f5 53.b5 ♖e1

Carlsen is quick to grab his only chance.

54.a6?

Maybe this difficult endgame took too much time for the Georgian player, putting him into time trouble.

After 54.b6! ♖b1 55.♖h7 f4 (55…♔g6 56.♖xh4) 56.b7 ♔g6 57.♖xh4 Black is lost. The simplest is 54.♔b4! and after 54…f4 55.b6 f3 56.♖f8 White easily wins the race.

54…♖a1+ 55.♔b4 f4

Black could also push his h-pawn: 55…♔g4 56.♔c5 h3 57.b6 ♖a5+ 58.♔d4 ♖xa6 59.b7 ♖b6 60.b8♕ ♖xb8 61.♖xb8 h2 with a draw.

56.♔c5 f3 57.b6 ♖a5+

After 57…♖xa6?? 58.b7 f2 59.b8♕ White starts the checks and wins, but instead 57…f2 58.♖f8 ♖xa6 59.b7 ♖a5+ would hold the game with an intermediate check.
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58.♔d4 ♖xa6??

This capture is a losing mistake. Magnus probably missed that the king not only reacted to the check, but also got closer to the f-pawn. With 58…f2! 59.♖g8+ ♔h5 60.♖f8 ♖xa6 Black could hold easily.

59.b7 ♖b6 60.b8♕

Now the white king is close enough to the f-pawn.

60…♖xb8 61.♖xb8 ♔f4 62.♖f8+ ♔g3 63.♔e3 1-0

In the early part of the ending, Carlsen wanted to battle it out rather than settle for a respectable draw against his opponent, who was a very good grandmaster. At this stage of his career, Carlsen played endgames well despite some inaccuracies. His position only became irreparable after more than 50 moves, which is an achievement against a player of such high calibre.

This game shows certain things indirectly. Carlsen was in an
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