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Take the Reins

The Equus caballus, which you probably know as the horse, is a beautiful 

and powerful creature that has been loved for thousands of years. 

They have fi ne coats of hair, long manes and tails and short ears. They 

vary in appearance too, especially as there are hundreds of diff erent 

breeds that exist.

Humans fi rst domesticated horses around 6,000 years ago, and the two 

have needed each other ever since. Horses pulled carriages and ploughs 

and helped people get to where they need to go. In exchange, we have 

provided horses with food, shelter, healthcare and love.

Horses feature in stories of legend, they display great skill in sport, 

whether that is racing or jumping, and they even have their own spot on 

the Lunar Zodiac. Were you born in the Year of the Horse? 

Do you love horses and ponies? Then saddle up and jump into this guide 

to all things equine! 
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From Head to Hooves 

Did you know that each part of a horse has a special name? Some of 

these are body parts humans have like an elbow or a chest, but others 

are completely diff erent. 
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MANE

POLL

MUZZLE

EYE

FOREHEAD

EAR

CHIN GROOVE

CANNON 

AND SPLINT 

BONES

HEEL

FETLOCK

HOOF

CORONET

FROG

SOLE

PASTERN

WHITE LINE

TOE

This is the underside of 

a hoof. The sole curves 

inwards and protects 

the hoof, but typically 

doesn’t touch the ground. 

The V-shaped frog aids 

traction, while the white 

line connects the sole to 

the hoof wall.

KEG STRAIGHT BAR HEART BAR

Domesticated horses are often fi tted with 

horseshoes, pieces of metal that attach to a 

horse’s hooves. These protect the hooves from 

wear and tear and support the hooves’ structure. 

Horseshoes come in a variety of shapes to 

support diff erent horses’ needs.

Typically made of steel, these are the most 

common type of U-shaped horseshoe. 

This heart-shaped horseshoe is primarily 

used to provide relief to injured horses.

Bar shoes are fully enclosed and off er 

additional support and stability to the hoof.
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