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Introduction

This book has been written to support your study of the International Option: International History, 1870–1945 for Cambridge International AS Level History (syllabus code 9489).

This introduction gives you an overview of:


	●  the content you will study for the International Option: International History, 1870–1945 – structure of the syllabus


	●  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.




[image: image]  What you will study

This book is a study of international relations and international history from 1870 to 1945, which is dominated by the emergence of the ‘New Imperialism’, the two world wars, turmoil in China and the emergence of two new imperial powers, Japan and the USA. Yet these were also years when there were attempts to create a new international system of peace and security through the League of Nations.

Between 1870 and 1914 the European imperial powers partitioned and colonized Africa, leaving only Liberia and Ethiopia independent. Only great power rivalry saved China from a similar fate. The years 1870–1914 saw the development of both Japan and the USA as imperial powers, which began to play important roles in the power politics of the time. The year 1870 was also the date when Prussia defeated France and created the German Reich (Empire) which was to become, for most of the period studied by this book, the dominant power in continental Europe. The tensions created by the emergence of this new great power led to the formation of rival alliance systems and ultimately to the outbreak of war in 1914. The First World War and the Russian Revolution of 1917 were seismic events that influenced the history of not just Europe but of the world for the rest of the century. Although the focus of the war was the European continent, by November 1918 Japan, the USA and China had been sucked into the conflict and the peoples and economies of the British and French empires mobilized for the struggle. The post-war peace treaties proved deeply flawed and were perceived by the defeated powers as acts of revenge. Between 1919 and 1939, Soviet Russia gave support to communist groups in central and western Europe and encouraged nationalist and communist movements in the French and British colonial empires and particularly in China.

In 1924 the USA’s new willingness to play a leading financial role in the reconstruction of Germany’s economy and the atmosphere of détente opened the way up for the gradual peaceful revision of the Treaty of Versailles and the more effective functioning of the League of Nations. Yet this period was short-lived. The Wall Street Crash and the Great Depression were significant causes of the rise of extremism and nationalism in Germany and Japan, leading to the failure of both disarmament and the League of Nations.

As a consequence of the impact of the Great Depression on the Japanese economy, the influence of the army in Japanese politics became dominant. From 1931, with the seizure of Manchuria, until defeat in 1945, Japan was engaged in steadily escalating conflict first with China and then with Britain and the USA after the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. In Germany the Great Depression was instrumental in bringing Hitler and the Nazis to power, whose aggression caused the outbreak of the Second World War despite the appeasement policies of Britain and France.

This book covers the following topics:


	●  Chapter 1 explores the impact of European imperialism on the rest of the world, particularly Africa and China before 1914, as well as the impact of this imperialism on relations between the European powers. It looks, too, at the emergence of two new world powers, the USA and Japan.


	●  Chapter 2 analyzes the peace settlements of 1919–20 and their impact on Europe, as well as attempts to solve the reparation problem and to reconcile France and Germany. It also looks at the aims, membership and development of the League of Nations and efforts to secure global disarmament during the 1920s.


	●  Chapter 3 looks at the impact of the Wall Street Crash and the Great Depression, which brought Adolf Hitler to power in Germany. The consequences of this for both disarmament and the League of Nations and the causes of the Second World War are the main themes of this chapter.


	●  Chapter 4 explores developments in China and Japan in the period 1912–45. The ‘warlord era’, Chiang Kai-shek’s response to the Communists and the role of Mao Zedong up to 1945 are all discussed, as well as the establishment of a military dictatorship in Japan and its consequences.
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The Cambridge International AS Level History course will be assessed through two papers, a Document Paper and an Outline Study.


	●  Paper 1: For Paper 1 you need to answer one two-part document question on one of the options given. You will need to answer both parts of the option you choose. This counts for 40 per cent of the AS Level.


	●  Paper 2: For Paper 2 you need to answer two two-part questions from three on one of the options given. You must answer both parts of the question you choose. This counts for 60 per cent of the AS Level.




AS Level topics rotate between Papers 1 and 2 year-on-year – the prescribed topic for Paper 1 in the June and November series of any given year is not used for Paper 2.

Examination questions

For Paper 1 there will be two parts to each question. For part (a) you will be expected to consider two sources on one aspect of the material. For part (b) you will be expected to use all the sources and your knowledge of the period to address how far the sources support a given statement.

For Paper 2 you will select two questions from the option on International History 1870–1945. There will be two parts to each question. Part (a) requires a causal explanation and Part (b) requires you to consider and weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors. You will need to answer both parts of the question you choose.

Command words

When choosing the two essay questions, keep in mind that it is vital to answer the actual question that has been asked, not the one that you might have hoped for. A key to doing well is understanding the demands of the question. Cambridge International AS Level History uses key terms and phrases known as command words. The command words are listed in the table below, with a brief explanation of each.








	Command word

	What it means






	Assess

	Make an informed judgement




	Compare

	Identify/comment on similarities and/or differences




	Contrast

	Identify/comment on differences




	Discuss

	Write about issue(s) or topic(s) in depth in a structured way




	Evaluate

	Judge or calculate the quality, importance, amount or value of something




	Explain

	Set out purposes or reasons/make the relationships between things evident/provide why and/or how and support with relevant evidence






Questions may also use phrases such as:


	●  How far do/does X support…?


	●  To what extent…?


	●  Account for…




Key concepts

The syllabus also focuses on developing your understanding of a number of key concepts and these are also reflected in the nature of the questions set in the examination. The key concepts for AS History are:

[image: image]
Cause and consequence

The events, circumstances, actions and beliefs that have a direct causal connection to consequential events and developments, circumstances, actions or beliefs. Causes can be both human and non-human.

[image: image]
Change and continuity

The patterns, processes and interplay of change and continuity within a given time frame.

[image: image]
Similarity and difference

The patterns of similarity and difference that exists between people, lived experiences, events and situations in the past.

[image: image]
Significance

The importance attached to an event, individual or entity in the past, whether at the time or subsequent to it. Historical significance is a constructed label that is dependent upon the perspective (context, values, interests and concerns) of the person ascribing significance and is therefore changeable.

The icons above appear next to questions to show where key concepts are being tested and what they are.

Answering the questions

With Paper 1, the Document Paper, you have 1 hour 15 minutes to answer the two parts to the question. On Paper 2, the Outline Study, you have 1 hour and 45 minutes to answer two two-part questions. It is important that you organize your time well. In other words do not spend 70 minutes on one question on Paper 2 and leave yourself just 35 minutes to do the second question. Before you begin each question, take a few minutes to draw up a brief plan of the major points you want to make and your argument. You can then tick them off as you make them. This will help you produce a coherent and well-argued answer. A good essay will be well organized with well-supported arguments and a conclusion while a bad essay will lack coherence and jump from point to point.

The answers that you write for both papers will be read by trained examiners. The examiners will read your answers and check what you write against the mark scheme. The mark scheme offers guidance to the examiner but is not comprehensive. You may write an answer that includes analysis and evidence that is not included in the mark scheme and that is fine. It is also worth remembering that the examiner who marks your answers is looking to reward arguments that are well supported, not to deduct for errors or mistakes.

Answering source questions

For the Comparison Question (a) you should be able to:


	●  make a developed comparison of the two sources


	●  explain why points of similarity and difference exist


	●  use contextual knowledge or source evaluation to explain the similarities and differences


	●  evaluate the source to reach a supported judgement as to how far the sources support the statement.




Answering essay questions

Both the short and long answer questions should:


	●  be well focused


	●  be well supported by precise and accurate evidence


	●  reach a relevant and supported conclusion or judgement


	●  demonstrate knowledge and understanding of historical processes


	●  demonstrate a clear understanding of connections between causes.




Your essay should include an introduction which sets out your main points. Do not waste time copying out the question but do define any key terms that are in the question. The strongest essays show awareness of different possible approaches to the question. You will need to write an in-depth analysis of your main points in several paragraphs, providing detailed and accurate information to support them. Each paragraph will focus on one of your main points and be directly related to the question. Finally, you should write a concluding paragraph. All of these skills are developed throughout the book in the Study skills section at the end of each chapter.

What will the examination paper look like? 

Cover

The cover of the examination paper states the date of the examination and the length of time you have to complete it. Instructions state that you should answer questions from only one section, Section A, the International option. The cover will also tell you the total number of marks for the paper – 40 for Paper 1 and 60 for Paper 2 – and will also tell you the number of marks for each question or part question.

Questions

Read through Section A, the International option. With Paper 1 you will have no choice but to answer the document question from that section, but for Paper 2 choose which two out of three questions you can answer most fully.

With Paper 1 you might find it helpful to:


	●  spend ten minutes reading the sources carefully


	●  identify the key terms and phrases in the question so that you remain focused on the actual question


	●  underline any quotations you will use to support your arguments.




If you spend about 10 minutes carefully reading the sources you will have about 1 hour left to answer the two questions. It is advisable to spend somewhere around 20–25 minutes answering (a) and 35–40 minutes answering (b).

With Paper 2 you might find it helpful to:


	●  circle the two questions you intend to answer


	●  identify the command terms and key words and phrases so that you remain focused on them.




Then spend time drawing up plans. If, for Paper 2, you allow 5 minutes to decide which questions to answer you will have 50 minutes for each question, 5 minutes to plan and 45 minutes to write answers to part (a) and (b). It is advisable to spend somewhere around 15–20 minutes answering (a) and 30–35 minutes on (b).

[image: image]  About this book

Coverage of the course content

This book addresses the key areas listed in the Cambridge International syllabus. The content follows closely the layout and sequence of the Cambridge syllabus with each chapter representing each topic.

Chapters start with an introduction outlining key questions they address. Each key question is accompanied by content that you are expected to understand and deploy when addressing the key question.

Throughout the chapters you will find the following features to aid your study of the course content.

Key terms

Key terms are the important terms you need to know to gain an understanding of the period. These are emboldened in the text the first time they appear in the book and are defined in the margin. They also appear in the glossary at the end of the book.

Key figures and profiles 

Key figures highlight important individuals and can be found in the margin. Some chapters contain profiles that offer a more information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.

Sources

Throughout the book you will encounter both written and visual sources. Historical sources are important components in understanding more fully why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The sources are accompanied by questions to help you dig deeper into International History, 1870–1945. To help with analyzing the sources think about the message of the source, its purpose, and its usefulness for a particular line of inquiry. The questions that accompany the source will help you with this.

Extension boxes

Sometimes it is useful to go beyond the syllabus to help further your understanding of the topic. The extension boxes will include a variety of additional information such as useful debates and historians’ views.

Activities

Activities and tasks throughout the book will help you develop conceptual understanding and consolidate knowledge.

Summary diagrams

At the end of each section is a summary diagram which gives a visual summary of the content of the section. It is intended as an aid for revision.

Chapter summaries

At the end of each chapter is a short summary of the content of that chapter. This is intended to help you consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.

Refresher questions

Questions at the end of each chapter will serve as a useful tool to test your knowledge of what you have read. These are not exam-style questions, but will serve as prompts and show where you have gaps in your knowledge and understanding.

Study skills

At the end of each chapter you will find guidance on how to approach both writing a successful essay and how to evaluate sources. We also analyze and comment on some sample answers. These are not answers by past candidates. We have written them to help you to see what part of a good essay and piece of source analysis might look like.

End of the book

The book concludes with the following sections:

Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.

Further reading

This contains a list of books and websites which may help you with further independent research. At this level of study, it is important to read around the subject and not just solely rely on the content of this textbook. The further reading section will help you with this. You may wish to share the contents of this area with your school or local librarian.

Online teacher support

In addition to this book there is an online teacher resource* for sale that will provide support for all three AS Level Paper 1 and Paper 2 options:


	●  The History of the USA, 1820–1941


	●  Modern Europe, 1750–1921


	●  International History, 1870–1945




The online material can be found here: www.hoddereducation.com

It includes:


	●  simple factual knowledge recall tests


	●  quizzes to test understanding of definitions and key terms to help improve historical understanding and language


	●  schemes of work


	●  worksheets to be used in the classroom or study at home


	●  sample exam-style questions and answers


	●  links to websites and additional online resources.




*The online teacher support component is not endorsed by Cambridge International.






CHAPTER 1

Empire and the emergence of world powers, c.1870–1919



This chapter considers the expansion of established colonial powers – Britain and France – and the emergence of Germany, Japan and the USA as imperial powers between 1870 and 1919. It analyzes their ambitions, particularly in Africa and China, and their acquisition of colonies and protectorates throughout the world under the following headings:


	★  Why was imperialism a significant force for late nineteenth-century Europe?


	★  What was the impact of imperial expansion on international relations?


	★  Why did Japan emerge as a world power and what was the impact on international relations?


	★  Why did the USA emerge as a world power and what was the impact on international relations?







KEY DATES


	1870–71
		Defeat of France and German unification


	1882
		Egyptian nationalists defeated by the British at Tel el Kebir


	1884–85
		Foundations of German colonial empire laid


	1884–85
		Berlin West Africa Conference


	1894–85
		Sino-Japanese war


	1898
		Fashoda crisis
USA occupies Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines


	1902
		Anglo-Japanese alliance


	1904
		Anglo-French colonial agreement (Entente cordiale)


	1904–05
		Russo-Japanese war


	1905–06
		First Moroccan crisis


	1914
	July
	Sarajevo incident, which leads to the First World War


	1917
	April
	USA declares war on Germany


	1918
	November
	German armistice







[image: image]  Why was imperialism a significant force for late nineteenth-century Europe?

Economic and political motives for imperial expansion

There was a so-called ‘Scramble for Africa’ as European powers took control of areas not formally controlled before; there was also expansion in southeast Asia by France (Indochina) and Britain (Burma). The US became a colonial power in the Pacific (Hawaii, Philippines) and Japan acquired overseas possessions in the Pacific. The powers hastened to acquire ports in China while Russia expanded its control over areas of Central Asia and the Far East. Imperialism became a major element in the world with a new belief in the destiny of great powers to dominate other peoples.


KEY TERM  [image: image]

Imperialism The policy of acquiring and controlling dependent territories carried out by a state.



Economic motives

European states were expanding their trade and industry and looking for markets for the goods they manufactured, and businesses and investors thought that it would be profitable to invest in the new trading companies that were being formed to trade in Africa and China. Also, since more and more countries were introducing tariffs, the possession of colonies was seen as the only way to guarantee access to vital raw materials needed by modern industrial economies. Businesses in Marseilles, Liverpool and Hamburg were, for example, constantly pushing their governments into annexing areas where they had important trading interests. There was often an exaggerated and wildly inaccurate belief in the potential wealth of new colonies.


KEY TERM  [image: image]

Tariffs Taxes placed on imported goods to protect the home economy.



Political motives

However, economic factors are really only half the explanation for the New Imperialism. It can just as well be argued that politics and international diplomacy played as great or even greater part. Britain’s occupation of Egypt in 1882 (see page 6), which was carried out to safeguard the Suez Canal as the main route to India, and the draft Anglo-Portuguese Treaty of 1884 concerning the Congo, set off a chain reaction among the other European powers that, even if it didn’t directly lead to the partition of Africa, certainly sped the process up.


KEY TERM  [image: image]

New Imperialism The period of intensive colonization by the European powers, Japan and the USA roughly in the period 1890–1914.



The emergence of the ‘New Imperialism’

In the middle of the nineteenth century, interest in colonies had declined in Europe. In an era of free trade it seemed that political control of overseas markets was unnecessary. In 1865 a Parliamentary Committee even recommended that Britain should withdraw from its bases on the west coast of Africa. However, within just 20 years the political climate had dramatically changed, and the European governments, egged on by their populations, were fiercely competing for colonies in Africa and by 1900 seemed poised to carve up China. Between 1870 and 1900 the empires of the European nations underwent a spectacular expansion. The British Empire, which was by far the largest, increased in size by nearly 5 million square miles (13 million km2) and in 1900 comprised of one-fifth of the world, while the French Empire expanded from 700,000 square miles (1.8 million km2) to 6 million (15.5 million km2) and its population grew from 5 million to 52 million.


KEY TERM  [image: image]

Free trade Trade between nations unimpeded by tariffs.
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Figure 1.1 The partition of Africa up to 1895.


At the same time Germany, Italy, Japan and the USA all acquired colonial possessions, the size of which, however, were dwarfed by the long-established, substantial British and French empires. It was this dramatic expansion overseas that historians have called the ‘New Imperialism’. It was made possible by the technological lead the European powers had over Africa, China and much of the rest of Asia. The maxim gun, the steamboat, quinine and financial power made the Europeans ultimately invincible.


KEY TERMS  [image: image]

Maxim gun The first machine gun invented in 1883.

Quinine An anti-malaria drug.



Nature and purpose of the ‘scramble for Africa’

The early stages

In 1870 only ten per cent of the African continent was under European control. By 1900, only Liberia and Ethiopia were independent. At the start of this period little was known by the Europeans about the interior of Africa, and any attempts by Europeans to explore it proved extremely difficult because of disease and the lack of suitable transport. However, interest was growing in Africa for a number of reasons:


	●  The development of steamboats enabled merchants to sell manufactured goods and textiles in exchange for tropical products such as groundnuts, peanuts and palm oil.


	●  Missionary societies and churches were also keen to open up Africa to Christianity and convert African people. This was made all the more urgent by their determination to stamp out the slave trade, which still existed in Africa despite attempts to prohibit it by Britain after 1807.


	●  The press and the newly founded geographical societies increasingly interested Europeans in the dramatic journeys across the African continent undertaken by explorers.


	●  Governments welcomed the discoveries of the explorers, hoping that they would open up Africa to their countries’ exports. 




It was David Livingstone whose explorations in Africa made such an impression on both Americans and Europeans. In 1854–56 he was the first European to cross the African continent. He discovered Lake Nyasa and the Zambezi, which he hoped would become highways for the new steamboats. In an adroit PR gesture he named the great Mosiotunya Falls (‘the smoke that thunders’) the Victoria Falls. Livingstone’s book Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa was aimed at persuading public opinion and the government to support his plans for establishing a British colony of settlers in the Zambian Highlands. He was convinced that once this was established it would, in the words of the historian Niall Ferguson, ‘radiate civilising waves, until the whole continent had been cleansed of superstition and slavery’.


KEY FIGURE

Dr David Livingstone (1813–1873) A Scottish missionary and explorer of Africa.



Livingstone was arguably the most famous of the explorers, but there were others, such as Richard Burton, John Speke, Verney Cameron, Henry Morton Stanley, the German Gustav Nachtigal and the Frenchman Jules Devreux, whose discoveries revealed the potential of Africa to the European states and played a key part in the first stages of ‘the scramble for Africa’.


KEY FIGURE

Henry Morton Stanley (1841–1904) A Welsh-American explorer famous for his explorations of central Africa.



King Leopold of Belgium and the scramble for the Congo

In September 1876 King Leopold set up the International African Association (IAA). Its declared aim was to suppress the slave trade and open up central Africa to international commerce, but in reality he was secretly scheming, as he wrote to the Belgian ambassador in London, ‘of getting us a slice of this magnificent African cake’. In 1879, with his encouragement, Pierre Brazza and Stanley organized two separate expeditions in the name of the IAA to open up the lower Congo. Unknown to Leopold, Brazza had secret instructions to annex the territory of the lower Congo for France. Despite initial successes he failed, but on his return to France, unsuccessful and bankrupt, he found himself a hero, and gained widespread public support for French ambitions in the Congo.


KEY FIGURES  [image: image]

King Leopold (1835–1909) King of Belgium, 1865–1909, and founder of the Congo Free State.

Pierre Brazza (1852–1905) A French explorer of Italian extraction.



The Anglo-French quarrel over Egypt and its consequences

Egypt was a self-governing territory within the Turkish Empire which was ruled by the Khedive. The Suez Canal, which was opened in 1869, was built by a French company and rapidly became a key link in Britain’s communications with India, which was Britain’s wealthiest and most important possession. In April 1876, Egypt went bankrupt and could no longer pay the interest on the money lent by Europeans investors. Britain and France (the majority shareholder in the Suez Canal Company) took over joint control of Egypt’s finances. In 1881 both powers were challenged by a nationalist uprising led by officers in the Egyptian army. As the French parliament vetoed the dispatch of French troops, it was left to the British to defeat the uprising. The British now became the masters of Egypt and, despite repeated assurances that they would leave as soon as order had been restored, did not do so.


KEY TERM  [image: image]

Khedive The title used by the governor and ruler of Egypt and the Sudan.



The impact of the quarrel on Anglo-French relations in West Africa

Inevitably this infuriated the French, who set out to thwart British ambitions both in Egypt and in West Africa. Alarmed by the prospect of a French advance into the Congo, in May 1884 Britain signed the draft Congo Treaty with Portugal, which acknowledged Portugal’s claims to the lower Congo, while allowing Britain to trade freely there and to have a monopoly of navigation rights on the Congo River. This, the British government hoped, would provide an effective barrier to any French expansion. In protest France appealed to Otto von Bismarck, the German chancellor, to force Portugal to renounce the Congo Treaty. In November, despite British objections, Bismarck summoned a conference in Berlin attended by fifteen other countries, which decided that the Congo was to be administered by Leopold’s International African Association and to allow the other colonial powers to trade freely there (see page 29).


Otto von Bismarck

[image: image]







	1815

	Born




	1848

	Supported the Prussian Crown during the revolts of 1848–49




	1851–8

	Prussian ambassador at the German Confederation at Frankfurt




	1862

	Appointed Chief Minister of Prussia




	1866

	Established North German Confederation after the defeat of Austria




	1871–90

	Chancellor of the German Reich




	1890

	Dismissed by Kaiser Wilhelm II




	1898

	Died






Bismarck was born into an old, established, landed family in Prussia. He entered politics in 1847 and made a reputation for himself as an extreme counter-revolutionary when he supported the Prussian King during the revolutionary turmoil of the years 1848–49. As a reward he was appointed Prussian ambassador to the German Confederation in 1851. He rapidly became critical of Austria’s attempt to dominate the Confederation and at every opportunity urged Prussia to seize the leadership of Germany. He became the Prime Minister of Prussia in 1862 and, after defeating both Austria and France, created the German Reich in 1871. Up to 1871 he was intent on challenging the existing order, but once Germany was unified he was anxious to avoid any further changes which might destroy what he had created.


KEY TERMS  [image: image]

Reich Empire.

Counter-revolutionary Person who opposes a revolution and wants to reverse its results.





German participation: the creation of the German colonial empire, 1884–85

In 1884–85 Bismarck had surprised both his own ministers and the other imperial powers by annexing territory in South West Africa, the Cameroon and east Africa (see map, page 4). What persuaded Bismarck so suddenly to create a German empire in Africa?


	●  His main motive was probably to place himself in a position where he could co-operate with France against the British in order to distract the French from their intention of revenging their defeat of 1870 by Germany when France lost the provinces of Alsace-Lorraine (see page 17).


	●  He was also influenced by the cries for help from the north German colonial traders, such as F.L. Lüderitz, the Bremen tobacco merchant, to recognize his acquisition of a small trading post on the south-west African coast at Angra Pequena. The mercantile cities of Hamburg and Bremen also feared that their merchants might be shut out of the African markets.


	●  German public opinion, influenced by the newly founded German Colonial Union and newspapers, was convinced that Africa was an ‘El Dorado’ of enormous wealth.


	●  Bismarck, like Disraeli, the British Prime Minister, also grasped how imperialism could unite the German people and discourage criticism of the government. One eminent German historian, H-U. Wehler, has called this ‘social imperialism’.





KEY TERMS  [image: image]

El Dorado Spanish for a fabulously wealthy city or state.

Social imperialism A policy aimed at uniting all social classes behind plans for creating and expanding an empire.
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Benjamin Disraeli (1804–81) Conservative Prime Minister, 1868 and 1874–80. He was an ardent imperialist who believed that patriotism and nationalism could overcome class divisions.




SOURCE A

Bismarck rejects the German acquisition of colonies. Extract from the Memoirs of the former German ambassador in Paris, Prince Hohenlohe, from Medlicott, W. and Coveney, D., Bismarck and Europe, London, Arnold, 1971, pp. 137–8

In the evening [of 22 February 1880] I had dinner with Bismarck … At table we drank much port and Hungarian wine. Afterwards I sat with the Chancellor and spoke of many things. The Chancellor refuses all talk of colonies. He says that we haven’t an adequate fleet to protect them and our bureaucracy [civil service] is not skilful enough to direct the government of such territories. The Chancellor also alluded to my report on the French plans for Morocco, and thought we could only rejoice if France annexed it. She would then be very occupied, and we could let her expand into Africa as compensation for Alsace-Lorraine…




Rewrite Source A in your own words so that its meaning is clear. How far does Source A explain Bismarck’s colonial policy?



The scramble completed, 1885–98

The Berlin Conference (see page 29) speeded up the scramble for Africa as rules were now drawn up for defining how the imperial powers could legitimately claim African territory ‘on the coasts’ of the continent and exclude their rivals. This could only happen if the powers already ‘effectively’ controlled the area they wished legally to annex (see Sources B and I). Yet this did not lead to an amicable partition of the rest of Africa. On the contrary, over the next 13 years there was intense rivalry between the colonising powers. As one French minister put it, the ‘scramble’ became a ‘steeplechase’. Competition for territory, influence and trading rights focused on the Sudan, East Africa, the west African hinterland and the ambitious plans of Cecil Rhodes to create a vast area of British territory between the Transvaal in southern Africa and what later became Rhodesia (see page 27):


	●  Britain and Germany partitioned east Africa, 1886–90.


	●  West Africa was partitioned between Germany, France and Britain, 1884–99.


	●  The Anglo-Egyptian Condominium was established in the Sudan.


	●  The British expanded in South Africa and annexed the Boer Republics of Transvaal and Natal and the territory which later became Rhodesia, 1890–1902.
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Cecil Rhodes (1853–1902) British businessman and Prime Minister of Cape Colony, 1890–96, and founder of Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe and Zambia).
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Condominium Joint control of a territory by two states.



The reasons for the accelerated partition of Africa after 1885 were diverse and complex:


	1  Economic factors continued to be important. In east Africa where British and German interests clashed, Britain had major trading interests in Zanzibar, which imported British cloth and manufactured goods and exported ivory, rubber and hides from the interior of Africa. Beyond the coastal region lay the temperate areas lying between Lakes Victoria and Tanganyika, which was suitable for European settlement and farming. To control this profitable area intense competition developed between the German East African Company and the Imperial British East Africa Company. Similarly, in both west and south Africa economic factors had a role to play. In west Africa between 1886 and 1889 Sir George Goldie’s Royal Niger Company aggressively advanced British interests on the Lower Niger and Benue Rivers, as well as defending British economic interests from French competition beyond the borders of what later became Nigeria. In South Africa, Cecil Rhodes’ annexation of what was later to be called Rhodesia was financed by the British South African Company and the diamond trade (see map, page 4).


	2  Political factors, particularly nationalism, were important in European colonial expansion in the Sudan and in both west and south Africa. To compensate for its defeat by Germany in Europe in 1870 (see page 17) and its humiliation in Egypt by Britain (see page 6), France aimed to carve out for itself a massive sphere of influence stretching from Algeria and Tunis to the Gulf of Guinea – nearly a quarter of the African continent. In August 1890 Britain accepted French claims in west Africa, but the boundaries of the three British colonies of Nigeria, the Gold Coast and Gambia were left undefined. Consequently, on-the-spot rivalry between Goldie’s Royal Niger Company and French traders backed up by locally based French military units continued until 1899. It was nationalism, too, that motivated French attempts to block British attempts to re-establish Anglo-Egyptian control over the Sudan by dispatching the Marchand expedition to occupy the Upper Nile (see page 10).





KEY FIGURE

Sir George Goldie (1846–1925) Founder of the Royal Niger Company.
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British South African Company Formed by Cecil Rhodes from the amalgamation of two companies: the Central Search association and the Exploring Company Ltd.



In South Africa, German support and sympathy for the Boers enflamed public opinion in Britain, while the Boer War, in its early stages anyway, had massive public support in Britain. Conversely, the war antagonized public opinion in Germany and France.
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Boer War 1899–1902 Fought between the two Boer states of Transvaal and the Orange Free State and the British Empire.



Strategic aims of the imperial powers also influenced the scramble for Africa. In South Africa, for instance, the discovery of gold in the Transvaal, and the growth of German economic and political influence there, convinced the British that the Boer republics of the Orange Free State and Transvaal needed to be absorbed into British South Africa before they drew too close to Germany (see page 27). Again it was strategic reasons (see page 10) that ensured that control of Egypt and ultimately of Sudan was firmly in British hands. Sometimes strategic reasons could also dictate concessions by the imperial powers. In 1890 the German government conceded Zanzibar to Britain in exchange for the return of the important North Sea naval base of Heligoland. Once France recognized British control of Egypt and the Sudan, Britain was ready to recognize French claims in west Africa.
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Strategic aims Aims intended to gain military or economic security for a state.




SOURCE B

From a speech by Lord Rosebery, Liberal Prime Minister, 1895–96, to the Royal Colonial Institute in March 1893.

It is said that our Empire is already large enough and does not need extension. That would be true enough if the world were elastic but unfortunately it is not elastic and we are engaged at the present moment, in the language of mining, in ‘pegging out claims for the future’. We have to consider not what we want now, but what we shall want in the future. We have to consider what countries must be developed either by ourselves or by some other nation, and we shall have to remember that it is part of our responsibility and heritage to take care that the world, so far as it can be moulded by us, shall receive an English-speaking complexion and not that of other nations … and we should in my opinion grossly fail in the task that has been laid upon us, did we shrink from responsibilities and decline to take our share of the partition of the world which we have not forced on but which has been forced on us.




Summarise in your own words the message in Source B. Compare Source B with Source A on page 8. Which of the two sources is the more useful in explaining the new imperialism?




The Upper Nile and Fashoda crisis

Thanks to its control of Egypt, Britain was also responsible for its possessions in the Sudan. In the early 1880s a Wahabbist revolution had taken place in the Sudan and the Mahdi, its leader, was determined to drive the British out. In this he was largely successful. He massacred 10,000 Egyptian troops under a British commander at the battle of Obeid in November 1883, and the following year defeated another Anglo-Egyptian force under General Gordon, which had been sent to relieve Khartoum. The consequence of this was that a power vacuum was created, which the Mahdi’s army, the Ethiopians, the French and the Italians all competed to fill. In 1896, when Italy was defeated in its attempt to conquer Ethiopia at Adowa, the Mahdi immediately attempted to exploit the situation to attack the small Italian colony of Kasala. In response to appeals for help the British moved troops from Egypt some 200 miles (320 km) up the Nile to threaten the Mahdi’s troops in Dongola, the capital of northern Sudan.
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Wahabbist Referring to a fundamentalist Islamic reform movement founded by Muhammad Ibn Abd al-Wahhab (1703–92).

Mahdi Arabic word meaning the redeemer of Islam. The Sudanese sheikh, Muhammad Ahmad (1845–85), claimed to be the Mahdi.

Power vacuum Territories left undominated by another state after the withdrawal or collapse of the original ruling power.
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General Gordon (1833–85) British general and Governor General of the Sudan.



The French government saw this as the first step in the British reconquest of the Sudan, and ordered a small military expedition under Colonel Marchand to proceed from the French Congo to the Upper Nile. The French were convinced that occupation of the Upper Nile would enable France to build a huge dam in the swamps of Fashoda, which would control Egypt’s vital water supplies and therefore give them effectively the power of life or death over the Egyptian economy. In response Lord Salisbury ordered General Kitchener, the commander-in-chief of the Egyptian forces, to reconquer the Sudan. Kitchener destroyed the Mahdi’s forces at Omdurman in September 1898. However, Marchand had already reached the Upper Nile and hoisted the French flag at Fashoda.
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Lord Salisbury (1830–1903) Conservative leader and three times British Prime Minister.

General, Lord Kitchener (1850–1916) Defeated the Mahdi in the Sudan and played a key role in the Boer War. Secretary of State for War in 1914–16.



Kitchener immediately sent five gunboats down the Nile to challenge him. An armed clash that could have led to war was avoided when he decided not use force to eject the French. Instead, it was left to the two governments to find a diplomatic solution (see page 20). France, lacking any support from the other powers, had little option but to concede totally to British demands in the Sudan.




ACTIVITY  [image: image]

Re-read pages 3–12. In relation to Africa in 1870 to 1900, what had changed and what had remained unchanged? What problems did the changes cause?




What caused the scramble for Africa?

The explanations for the ‘scramble for Africa’, which was by far the most dramatic development of the ‘New Imperialism’ have been the subject of continuous disagreement and debate by historians and economists almost from the time that it occurred.

Until the early 1950s the view put forward by the early twentieth-century liberals and socialists was that it was mainly economic factors that triggered the scramble for Africa. They were convinced that the imperialist powers were driven into annexing African territory in order to secure guaranteed export markets. The most influential of these writers was J.A. Hobson, whose arguments influenced not only Lenin and the political left, but also a much wider group of historians and economists.
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J.A. Hobson (1858–1940) An English socialist, economist and journalist.

V.I. Lenin (1870–1924) Leader of the Russian Bolshevik Party from 1903. In 1917 the Bolsheviks seized power but were then faced with a bitter civil war, which they won under Lenin’s leadership. In 1922–23 Lenin suffered a series of strokes and power passed to Stalin, Zinoviev and Kamenev.



Some 50 years later it was argued that the scramble for Africa could be explained by the global extension of European rivalries. In 1953 Ronald Robinson and Jack Gallagher in their influential book, Africa and the Victorians, put forward the view that the scramble for Africa was caused by the dual crises in Egypt and South Africa. Both the Egyptian nationalist uprising led by Colonel Arabi and the growing hostility of the Boer republics in South Africa threatened British power in key territories guarding the route between Britain and British India – the Suez Canal and the Cape. This argument broke decisively with the notion that the scramble was caused by economic and political factors originating in Europe. Instead the catalyst for the scramble originated in Africa itself.

This argument that the scramble for Africa was essentially a consequence of the problems in Egypt and South Africa has met with much criticism. Some more recent historians argue that:


	●  it was French policies rather than British which triggered the scramble


	●  or economic factors were after all important


	●  or individuals like Cecil Rhodes, Carl Peters or King Leopold of Belgium played key roles that triggered the scramble.




Clearly the scramble for Africa was a complex event caused by many factors, including:


	●  economic considerations


	●  the ambition of local European traders or soldiers


	●  the sudden interest of Italy and Germany in acquiring African territory


	●  the desire to convert African people to Christianity


	●  popular backing for imperialism


	●  local developments in Egypt, South Africa and the Congo


	●  the vast technical superiority of the Europeans over the Africans.




There are many detailed studies of these individual factors, but all these need to be brought together to understand the reasons for the scramble. An effort to plug this gap this has been made by Thomas Pakenham in his massive book, The Scramble for Africa (1991), in which he emphasizes initially the ‘three Cs’: commerce, Christianity and civilization. To this he added a ‘fourth C’ – conquest, which eventually became the most important of the lot.




ACTIVITY  [image: image]

Produce a presentation to show and to explain the reasons for the ‘Scramble for Africa’.



Reasons for and the extent of domestic support for overseas expansion in Britain, France and Germany

Increasingly in the last two decades of the nineteenth century, European governments, backed by public opinion, began to believe that their states could remain great nations only if they had colonial empires, which could provide trade and raw materials. By 1900 imperialism had developed in what the historian Norman Riches called ‘a mass cult’. The imperial idea was popularized by patriotic and colonial societies and the new nationalist press. It did, too, provide excitement and the feeling that one’s country was superior to other people and races.


ACTIVITY  [image: image] [image: image]

In groups, decide how much support there was for imperialism in Britain, France and Germany, and why.



Britain

In December 1884, Lord Derby, the Colonial Minister, wrote to Gladstone, the Prime Minister, that ‘the British public is just now in a very aggressive and inquisitive mood’. Over the next twenty years the British public’s support for what was called the ‘New Imperialism’ became ever louder. Some historians argue that this was essentially a ‘defensive’ reaction since Britain was facing growing economic and political challenges, particularly from Germany and the USA. In other words, the ‘New Imperialism’ trumpeted the might of the British Empire just at a time when it was in the early stages of economic decline. There are other reasons for its popularity: 


	●  For many, whose lives were determined by routine work in offices or back-breaking labour in factories, it was above all exciting. The discoveries of the explorers and the colonial wars, which involved a small professional army, were covered in detail in the press.


	●  The new popular press, particularly the Daily Mail, took a strong imperialist line, which to judge by its rapidly rising circulation figures must have been a popular topic.


	●  As the historian Niall Ferguson has written: ‘no medium was safe’ from the ‘New Imperialism’: popular adventure books on the Empire were published, for example, and it was a constant theme in advertisements.


	●  The application of a distorted view of Charles Darwin’s ideas to politics and humanity, which advanced the arguments that Britain, the northern European nations and the USA were superior races with a unique right and duty to govern Africa and much of Asia.
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Charles Darwin (1809–82) An English geologist and biologist, who in his On the Origin of Species, argued that the evolution of life was the result of natural selection or the survival of the fittest.




SOURCE C

Extract from a speech by the British Prime Minister, Lord Salisbury, on 4 May 1898 to the Primrose League at the Albert Hall, London.

You may roughly divide the nations of the world as the living and the dying. On the one side you have great countries of enormous power, growing in power, every year, growing in wealth, growing in dominion, growing in the perfection of their organisation … By the side of these splendid organisations there are a number of communities, which I can only describe as dying. For one reason or another – from the necessities of politics or under the pretence of philanthropy – the living nations will gradually encroach on the territory of the dying, and the seeds and causes of conflict among civilised nations will speedily appear … These things may introduce causes of fatal difference between the great nations whose mighty armies stand opposite threatening each other…




Summarise in your own words the message in Source C. How useful is Source C as an explanation of imperialism?
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Philanthropy The desire to help humanity.



Critics of the ‘New Imperialism’

While support for the New Imperialism in Britain was widespread, there were a number of groups and influential people who did not hesitate to criticize some of its characteristics and policies. Most Christian missionaries, for instance, were committed to improve the life of the African and therefore saw the Empire as a civilising rather than conquering force. Anthropologists  were also beginning to study the customs of indigenous African communities on their own terms rather than viewing them as an inferior species.


KEY TERM  [image: image]

Anthropologist Someone who studies human beings and their societies, customs and beliefs.



The strongest critics of the New Imperialism were the radical wing of the Liberal Party and members of the ILP (Independent Labour Party), but they accepted the Empire as a fact, and sought to reform it in the interests of its subject peoples. India and Egypt were in time to be given limited self-government, but they did not think that Africa was yet ready for self-government, although they thought that the colonial powers should respect the human rights of the Africans and their own laws. 

When the Boer War (see page 9) broke out in 1899, it was welcomed with enormous enthusiasm by the supporters of the ‘New Imperialism’. The critics of the war, branded as the ‘pro-Boers’, were soundly defeated in the general election of 1900. However, the war did not lead to a speedy British victory. Instead the Boers waged a guerrilla war, which lasted until 1902. To defeat the guerrillas, the British interned Boer farmers and their families in concentration camps, where through bad food, poor sanitation and overcrowding, on average almost 117 per 1000 perished. When the press revealed the Concentration Camp scandal there was a revulsion against the jingoism of the ‘New Imperialism’ and it was one of the factors that led to the sweeping victory of the Liberal Party in 1906.
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Concentration Camp scandal In the final stages of the Boer War (1899–1902), in order to defeat the guerrilla tactics of the Boers, the British relocated the civilian population in concentration camps where a large proportion died of disease.

Jingoism Extreme patriotism supporting an aggressive foreign policy.




SOURCE D

[image: image]
The Barberton camp in a photo taken in 1901. Altogether there were 45 tented camps for Boer internees and 64 for black Africans.





How far do pictures such as Source D, together with explanatory reports in the press, explain why public opinion in Britain turned against the Boer War?



France

One of the key reasons for the creation of the French colonial empire was to overcome the legacy of humiliation left by defeats at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 and at Sedan in 1870. The conquest of an empire ensured that France and French culture had a global role, and, as the historian Robert Tombs observed, was a ‘remedy for self-doubt’ in that it awakened national pride and appeared to make France great again. However, some French nationalists, like Paul Déroulède, argued that France’s attention would better be concentrated in Europe on regaining from Germany the lost provinces of Alsace and Lorraine (see page 17).
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Waterloo In 1815 the British defeated Napoleon in the Battle of Waterloo.

Sedan The location of the traumatic defeat of the French by the Prussians in September 1870.
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Paul Déroulède (1846–1914) French politician and founder of the League of Patriots.



Imperialism’s most enthusiastic supporters were found in the French elite – army officers, the Colonial Group of deputies in parliament, and members of the various pressure groups and geographical societies outside parliament – but how much support for the empire was there in France as a whole? The press and parliament swung between resentment at the costs of expansion and outbursts of jingoism and rage when France was outwitted by a rival power, as by Britain at Fashoda in 1898 (see page 10). The politician Jules Ferry remarked in 1889 that ‘all that interests the French public about the empire is the belly dance’. On the other hand, apart from anti-militarists and anarchists, the majority of the French accepted that the empire was a national asset. Even the socialist leader Jean Jaurès, while rejecting the wars of conquest, stressed that the Socialist Party ‘have always supported the peaceful expansion of French interests and civilization’. The French imperial mission was fully supported by Catholics, whose missionaries in Africa looked to the French authorities for assistance and protection. In schools throughout France children were taught about the benefits of French imperialism, but how much impact this had is again hard to judge. It proved difficult to recruit efficient civilian colonial administrators and, of those appointed between 1900 and 1914, hardly 50 per cent had any secondary education. The French public may have generally approved of the empire, but according to the historian Robert Tombs it had ‘little knowledge or concrete interests in the colonies’.
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Elite The ruling class.

Pressure groups Associations formed to promote a particular interest by influencing government policy.

Anarchist A supporter of anarchism, a political theory advocating small self-governing societies.
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Jules Ferry (1832–93) French politician and Prime Minister and strong supporter of French colonial expansion.



Germany

Domestic support for imperialism in Germany was more widespread than in France (see Source G). To a certain extent it was a development of German nationalism from earlier in the nineteenth century. German imperialism began to take shape as an ideology when two important books were published: Friedrich Fabri’s Does Germany Need Colonies? and Wilhelm Hübbe-Schleiden’s German Colonisation. Both books stressed
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The impact of the growth of overseas empires on relations between European nations


The impact of the German overseas empire on international relations
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The impact of the growth of overseas empires on France’s relations with the other European nations













The impact on Britain of the growth of overseas empires of the other European states








The Moroccan crises of 1905 and 1911




















The impact on Russia of the growth of overseas empires of the other European states



	

	

	














Imperial rivalries and the outbreak of the First World War













	

	

	

	

	

	










Disputes with China over imperial expansion

The opening up of China to Western influence


Russian expansion into China
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Japanese and Russian expansion in China and its impact on international relations




	

	

	









The ‘scramble for China’




	

	

	









The Boxer Rebellion





















[image: image]







Peace negotiations: the Boxer Protocol


The impact of Russian expansion in China on international relations







Tension between Britain and Germany in South Africa












Germany and the Transvaal







The discovery of gold in the Transvaal







The Jameson raid and the German response

















The Boer War and Germany’s inability to intervene



Attempts to resolve tensions between imperial nations

Traditional diplomacy














International conferences


The Berlin West African Conference, 1884



	

	

	














The Hague Conferences, 1899 and 1907
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Reasons for rapid modernization and military development


‘The unequal treaties’







The Meiji restoration



	

	

	










International recognition of Japan as a world power: wars with China (1894–95), Russia (1905) and the treaty with Britain (1902)


War with China, 1895




















Japan under pressure, 1895–1902




	

	

	









The Anglo-Japanese Treaty of 1902
















The Russo-Japanese war, 1904–05
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Japanese policy in Korea, Manchuria and China, 1906–14









Japan’s role in the First World War and global position by 1918
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[image: image]  Why did the USA emerge as a world power and what was the impact on international relations?

Impact of the closing of the frontier on US foreign policy

















	

	

	

	














Economic growth and the need for trade in the late nineteenth century

























Reasons for, and the impact of, the Spanish-American war


The situation in Cuba







Causes of US intervention
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The Spanish-American war







The impact of the Spanish-American war: the USA as a world power, 1904–16
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Reasons for the USA’s entry into the First World War and its subsequent impact


















Growing economic links between the Allies and the USA







The German U-boat threat, 1915







US declaration of war







The USA as a belligerent


















The USA and Russia















The Fourteen Points and the Armistice, November 1918
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Paper 1 guidance: sources

Understanding and interpreting sources




	

	

	









































	
	
	





	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	







Comparing and contrasting two sources



	

	

	















	
	
	
	
	
	





	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 










Paper 2 guidance: essay questions


Understanding the wording of the question






	

	

	








Planning an answer
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Reasons for emergence as a world power

« With the Meij restoration the modernizers were in control

« Acted unprovocatively until the unequal treaties were
abolished

« Military and economic strength built up

« Effective central administration and tax system created

« Could count on loyatty of its subjects

Road to becoming a world power

« Defeat of China, 1895

« Anglo-Japanese Treaty of 1902

« Defeat of Russia, 1905

« Declaration of war on Germany in 1914 and seizure of
its far Eastern possessions

« Twenty-One Demands to China

« Attends Paris Peace Conference as a major power
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Its causes
« Econommic and political
« Strategic and ideological ivalry
« Nationalism
« Christian missionaries
« Technological superiority of the West
Together these created the ‘New Imperialism’

Impact of New Imperialism on Africa
« British occupation of Egypt intensified
Anglo-French rivalry in Africa
« German intervention and Berlin Conference
on the Congo, which accelerated the
partition of Africa

Anglo-French rivalry in west Africa
(1885-1900)

Anglo-German race for terrtory in east
Africa (1885-1890)

v

Tension between Britain, Germany and the
Boers in South Africa (1888-1902)

'

British annexation of the Sudan 1898

Domestic reaction to the New Imperialism
« General belief that colonies were essential
for a great power
« But some dissent in Britain and a degree of
apathy in France
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Africa and China became the focus for great power rivalries

Africa

« Bismarck exploited Anglo-French quarrel over the Sudan to
reconcile France to loss of Alsace-Lorraine

« Britain put under pressure in east Africa by Germany and
forced to abandon Anglo-Portuguese Treaty

« German support for Boers in South Africa
« 1898 Britain and France on verge of war over Fashoda
« Berlin Conference does not resolve imperial tensions

China

« Theatre of rivalry between five imperial powers: Britain, Germany,
Russia, France, Japan

« Britain is isolated after collapse of Yangtze Agreement, 1900,
Failure of Germany to exploit Britsh isolation to force Britain into
an alliance (the ‘New Course’)

« Anglo-Japanese alliance of 1902 made Britain independent of
Germany in China

« Russia’s defeat by Japan in 1905 made Russia less of a threat to
British interests

« Franco-British Agreement of April 1904 over Morocco ended
Anglo-French hostility over Egypt

« Germany unable to help Boers during Boer War through lack of
sea power

Consequences
« Russia refocused on the Balkans

« German reaction to Anglo-French Agreement drives France
and Britain doser
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