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ABOUT THIS BOOK

Having spent the last sixteen years arranging pub crawls with my friends and family, this book is a tribute to all the amazing locations and pubs that I have personally visited.

While every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy at the time of print, there may be subsequent name changes or, worse, a pub may cease trading.

Every route includes at least ten pubs. New York City bars – more than those in most other cities I have visited – tend to have more ‘flexible’ opening times.

There are always more pubs to visit and, while I have aimed to share the most interesting places (with the best beer), each route is planned more for the enjoyment of the entire route. I’ve made sure to take you through interesting areas, something New York has no shortage of.

I have not made any commercial agreements to endorse one particular pub over another and sadly I miss out, or walk past, great pubs all the time – usually just to ensure the route is spaced out enough to allow those following it to sober up sufficiently between pubs.

This book has no rules and is merely a guide for you to explore the area and the pubs within it. If you pass a pub that looks good, then pop in – you never know what you might find!




PREFACE

I never set out to be an author – the years of arranging pub crawls simply offered a fantastic opportunity to explore and enjoy pubs alongside all the people I love the most.

My first book was focused primarily around the centre of London that I know so well, with the second casting its net further afield to the banks of the River Thames at Richmond and Putney, and to the vast open spaces of Highgate Cemetery and Hampstead Heath.

In the first few months following the publication of my debut book, I was delighted to see people share the pubs I’d suggested across social media and join in the fun.

One of the most amazing things has been to hear from the landlords and landladies who have seen hundreds of new visitors, with book in hand, exploring the city and buying a pint in their sometimes struggling pubs. Equally delightful has been the stream of suggestions of new places to try from across the planet.

There are so many great pubs that are held in such affection, and it always amazes me to see how far one of my little books has travelled – even jumping over the pond and helping to inspire the next series of routes to create and share with you.

While I always look forward to building and exploring even more routes throughout the UK and Ireland, I began to feel drawn across the ocean, to discover the stories and gems of the concrete jungle that is New York City.

When I first thought of formalising routes around the straight city blocks and tall buildings, I cast my mind back to the many times I had visited Manhattan for my ‘day job’ in the past.

I would walk for what felt like miles around the vast exhibition halls of the ginormous Javits Center, before heading out across Manhattan, on foot, to put in even more steps around a city whose traffic and hotdog stands on every corner make it more walkable than driveable.

Preferring to avoid the subway, I found it easy to stumble into a dive bar, spy a welcoming tavern or hear the roar from a sports bar where I could rest my weary feet.

I have always been lucky to enjoy amazing US hospitality, and never failed to find something enjoyable on tap (or at least sufficient to quell the burning fire of the sort of Buffalo chicken wings every bar will tell you it is known for). There are few countries in the world that can compete with the level of service you experience in the US.

I have always enjoyed exploring off the beaten track, and while ‘historic’ can have different meanings, for me a pub can be hundreds of years old, or it can be around the corner and the perfect place to stop alongside one of the city’s most iconic landmarks or sporting venues.

While New York City has a significantly shorter history than I am used to in London, I find it’s all relative and there is still a rich tapestry of neighbourhoods, sights and stories to explore across the city.

Some of the world’s most recognisable landmarks exist in New York City, from the iconic Statue of Liberty to the Empire State Building, the perpetually scaffolded Flatiron to the distinctive Chrysler Building.

Even in the case of relatively new constructions – by European standards – such as Moynihan Train Hall or the Public Library, it is hard to fathom how they would have appeared among the trams or horses and carriages of days gone by.

Along the avenues of Manhattan alone, there is so much to explore, from the basement bars to the impressive high-rise buildings. And, always, there is a pub or bar with regulars happy to share their tales of the city.

This city never sleeps, and the variable opening hours of the bars and venues mean there are sometimes different starting options, depending on the day of the week.

As with my other books, the routes are typically around a couple of miles long, with a total walking time of around an hour or so, and the gap between pubs usually being five to ten minutes, allowing for sufficient fresh air and recovery to maintain energy and generate a thirst for the next pint.

The biggest challenge for me when writing this book was to try to use ‘er’ instead of ‘re’ at the end of the word ‘centre’ for some of the landmarks, even if it hurt me just a little each time.

Many of the best times in life are spent laughing over a beer with friends, so I feel honoured to be able to explore the globe and share even more fascinating pubs, showcasing some of the most iconic locations across this extraordinary city, and making more new friends along the way.

I hope you will enjoy exploring these routes, and the pubs you find along them, with friends and family, as much as I have.
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Gazing over Manhattan from the Edge.






MANHATTAN

It is quite common to confuse this smallest of its five boroughs with being the entirety of New York City, as Manhattan is the most densely populated, serves as the city’s economic, entertainment and administrative hub, and contains most of the city’s identifiable landmarks across its iconic skyline. Almost every time you see an NYC fridge magnet, it will be the sights of Manhattan that feature on it.

The peninsula was originally home to the indigenous Lenape people long before European settlement began in 1624, when Dutch colonists established what was then New Amsterdam. Some of the cobbled roads they built around the Seaport area are still in use today and feature in one of the routes.

By 1664, the English had taken control of this important trading post and renamed it after King Charles ii’s brother, the Duke of York, to whom the king had generously granted the land.

Its position, along one of the world’s largest natural harbours, has given Manhattan a long held cultural and strategic significance – especially in the world of global commerce.

New York City served briefly as the US capital until 1790. And, since its construction in the late nineteenth century, the Statue of Liberty has stood as one of the world’s most recognisable landmarks. Although destroyed in almost every Hollywood disaster movie, it has welcomed millions of immigrants, being seen as a symbol of optimism and American ideals. Gifted to America by the French, who saw the New World as a land of democracy and freedom, a mini version can be found in Paris.

Manhattan’s instantly recognisable high-rise landmarks include the Empire State Building, the Chrysler Building and One World Trade Center, alongside the ultra-thin skyscrapers of Billionaires’ Row, overlooking Central Park, and modern developments like Hudson Yards.

The iconic skyline is only possible due to Manhattan’s unique bedrock, known as Manhattan schist, which provides an incredibly stable foundation for its towering skyscrapers.

With the exception of a brief period between 1894 and 1908, Manhattan has continuously held the title of world’s tallest building, across eight different structures. The Chrysler Tower and Empire State Building were even in a race where each expected the other to unveil an unexpected extra floor, observation deck or antenna at the last minute.

One towering structure, the Equitable Building, rose forty storeys straight up from the sidewalk, leading to the 1916 Zoning Resolution legislation, which altered planning permissions to force new constructions to be further set back from the street. The ensured tapering of buildings aimed to allow more light and air at street level – even if the resulting straight lines created a wind tunnel for pedestrians.

Anchored by Wall Street in the Financial District, with its iconic bronze raging bull at its heart, New York City has long been one of the world’s most economically powerful cities, with the World Trade Center dominating its global financial importance.

Two of the world’s largest stock exchanges by total market capitalisation – the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) and Nasdaq – are based in the city. It also became indelibly linked to the dotcom boom of the 1990s, when the growing tech sector focused around the Flatiron district, giving rise to the term ‘Silicon Alley’ as a homage to California’s famed Silicon Valley.

As NY-based tech companies spread outside Manhattan, the term became obsolete, but many successful businesses still make their home among the hustle and bustle.

Manhattan hosts three tourist attractions that consistently appear in lists of the world’s most visited: Times Square, Central Park and Grand Central Station – all of which feature in the pub crawls in this book.

Under the bright lights and billboards, Broadway is synonymous with musicals and plays, and the district features a collection of forty-one professional theatres.

To count as a ‘Broadway’ venue, a theatre has to contain more than 500 seats, with anything less being considered ‘off-Broadway’. Along with London’s beloved West End, Broadway plays host to the highest commercial level of live performances in the English-speaking world.

Many of the shows have transitioned to film, or become household names in their own right. As of 2025, The Lion King is the most successful Broadway show of all time, having run consistently since 1997, with a staggering 10,000 performances leading to gross ticket sales of more than $2 billion.

Industry experts predict this will eventually be surpassed by the groundbreaking Hamilton, which, although it has only been running since 2015, has already delivered more than 3,000 performances, meaning it has taken significantly less time to amass its first billion dollars.

New York is also the epicentre of the LGBTQIA+ sociopolitical ecosystem. It is acclaimed as the cradle of the modern rights movement, with the 1969 Stonewall Riots in Greenwich Village widely considered the single most important event to have led to the formation of the gay liberation movement.

Each June, the annual Pride March travels south along 5th Avenue. It is the largest Pride parade in the world, attracting tens of thousands of participants and millions of spectators.

In the same way the straight roads make it easy to plan a pub crawl, they are also very well suited to mass gatherings, with the city hosting many other notable parades, including the world’s oldest St Patrick’s Day Parade, the Greenwich Village Halloween Parade, Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and the numerous parades held to commemorate the independence days of various nations – such as the Philippine Independence Day Parade, which is the largest outside Manila.

The iconic Madison Square Garden sits at the heart of the city’s rich sporting history, one of the most revered boxing and concert venues in the world. It also hosts both NBA team the Knicks and NHL’s Rangers. I have watched these teams on consecutive nights and it is quite mindboggling to think that under the basketball court is a full-size ice hockey rink.

All this makes New York one very busy place, as underlined by the sheer size and scale of its transportation links. Its
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