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Preface
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When individuals are looking why our planet Earth has been quite rich in history, they tend to concentrate on the brave and usually strong warrior kings, daring explores, great thinkers and inventors, and different society and cultures that were born, shaped and fought over but sadly faded or dissolved and did not surface ever again in any other place or history.

We remember epic battles, huge empires, revolutionary inventions, and countless cultural connections. Still, a lot of what humans accomplished relied on some smaller, hidden animals that did more than just stand around and provide.

To make sure these animals do not stay in the dark, the inspiration for this book was born.

From the origin of mankind, every major event in the life of a person also had an animal as its silent companion in terms of danger, safety, finding something new, and becoming a person instead of an animal. Some helped people to cross deserts and pass through mountains. Others helped in protecting the villages and the food of the people, some again saved soldiers in times of war, while some of them helped during the process of exploration, or also aided in helping scientists discover things of importance. Even though it may sound strange, a few animals, such as pigeons or cats, even though they were very small in size, have brought change to civilization in a way most people cannot imagine.

When history comes to mind for many of us, we tend to think of it as all aspects of past human behavior. Unlike the stereotype of active humans made entirely out of history, the latter involves animals, too. Mankind was not the only such creature. They coupled with farmers, tourists, warriors, mariners, shamans, scholars, and many others over the years. Most of the civilizations, unless animals were utilized, would not have come into existence or would have come into being in a totally different form.s

This book has had the major aim of disclosing the relationship between animals and their natural settings with a historical emphasis.

It is the objective of this text that the readers are exposed to more than just plain, dry historical events. The aim of this book is not only to provide historical facts, but also to inculcate kindness and love, appreciation, compassion, and knowledge in animals. Every section of the book states the fact that humans are not living alone with some animals around. It portrays how living animals served as instruments to help man forward during tough times and to create a better environment for himself.

The following sections will reveal how primordial man was involved in the protection of dangerous land animals to gain help and company from them. They were made to grasp how horses were instrumental in the development of transportation systems and the advancement of empires.

Many of the tales to be shared involve dogs fearlessly assisting members of the armed forces as well as helping in the rescue of civilians. Even miners used to dig deep in the ground, whereas tiny miners would let dogs do the work of excavating or rescuing them. There were carrier pigeons long before reliable telephones and computers.

In the same vein, there is an explanation of the magnificent state of elephants in different civilizations and a reason why cats, despite their bad reputation for catching birds, were allowed to exist in homes. They will explore the different parts of various oceans to unravel the connection between human beings in these waters. Animals have also been used to help with many other things, including the making of many scientific discoveries and even the creation of a lot of medicine.

Even in the conclusion, there is a look ahead to the future. It delves into a detailed discussion of how protecting animals and nature has been captured by the global community. Equally, it enables the readers to adopt a new attitude to kindness, peaceful coexistence, and so to care for the world that we, people, share with those who are not people for human survival, and well-being.

The idea of this book is to restore history, to this end, making sure that the historical past becomes vivid and compelling but not remote and laborious. That is why the language of this book is conscious, discussible, and easily comprehensible. Even children will not have any difficulty in reading and drawing moral conclusions from the narrative covered in the stories. Wherever possible, difficult technical expressions and lengthy clarifications have been shunned in order to make the book accessible to families, young students, and general readers.

This book is diverse and can be read and interpreted in several dimensions.

Some readers might just sit down and read the book in chronological order to experience a journey through their preconceptions of the past. Some might open the book into their preferred chatters, whichever animal they relate to most. Teachers, as well as parents, may also find this book useful, as the stories will be useful to students studying principles of history in history lessons, general science, nature, kindness, and principles of responsibility, which are scarcely derived from proactive content.

Indicating every single one of the chapters starts not only the plain informational part but also provides comprehensive examples and emotions in order to help and guide a particular reader. These stories are rendered in detail so that the readers may take on the abjection of the animals under focus. And we know that the understanding of history grows manyfold when readers can actually picture a pigeon carrying a message through hostilities, or spot a search and rescue dog within the rubble, or even trace how the strength of elephants assisted in the growth of certain ancient countries.

Meanwhile, the book keeps reminding you, in a way that is a little like a whisper, that animals are not machines, not mere tools either. They are living beings, able to show intelligence, feeling, devotion, and even suffering too. Over history, people have taken a lot of benefit from animals but at the same time humans also have the duty to give them attention, and treat them with real respect.

Today a lot of animals run into serious perils mostly because of pollution habitat destruction, climate change, and illegal hunting. They end up losing their safe places and basic food sources, plus human pressure keeps rising. This makes it somehow more important that modern generations actually understand how animals matter and what part they have in keeping the balance of nature, even if it feels complicated at first.

This book hopes to stir readers into caring more deeply about the natural world.

You see, careless acts can never be pointless. Our four-legged friends will always appreciate our gestures, while intending to preserve nature from urbanization, and save it for animals, would be a thought. Two main subjects—human and animals—are divided into many details, and two other concepts are discussed within the field of this connection, harnessing nature for the betterment of animals and human relations.

People have and will always care for animals, and have cared for them, since the Primitive Age. Consideration of this plight of animals and the aspects that stem from it ultimately rests on the people of today and all future generations.

One more motivation for writing this book is the fact that animal stories often promote unity among people. There is a benefit in such stories to every category of people, children, parents, grandparents, teachers, students, and others who like learning about the brave, intelligent, and loyal creatures from times forgotten.

Animals know no boundaries, be they language, region, state, or religion, and may be appreciated by everybody. Almost always, learners grow fond of animals, be they domestic, wild, or even heritage animals. For example, people have some form of attachment to animals simply because of pets and livestock.

In a joyous way, animals in many instances curved the path of hitherto primitive mankind—the path of loyalty, teamwork, patience, courage, and even the will to survive. With such knowledge, the readers also gain insight into human nature.

This book is a celebration of that shared journey.

The world humans built was never built alone. Hooves crossed battlefields, wings carried messages, paws guarded homes, and giant creatures moved through forests beside people trying to survive and grow. Animals walked beside humanity through history’s hardest and greatest moments.

Their stories deserve to be remembered.

—Author

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1. The First Animal Friends of Humans
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There was a time, maybe even millennia ago, when such a word as a "city", a "road," or a "writing" was non-existent and its meaning could not be found within human existence. People of those early days had no houses, no cultivated farming lands, and no machines. And so, they spent many of their days and nights in hungry despair, inhabiting caves or crude structures, before setting out in search of food, with hope that they would return alive. In such adverse conditions that precluded harmonious cohabitation of the human race, some of the first and most loyal assistants of human beings were animals.

Interestingly, at the beginning, these animals mostly served botanical or gastronomical purposes as they were slaughtered for the primary reasons of meat, skin, and bones. That was all but natural given that the first people who roamed the earth needed animals for their very own survival, and those animals that survived only became the refuge of the animal. Animal skins were helpful in cold winters, comforting the residents by providing warmth, no matter how thin they were. Bones were useful as needles, fishing tools, knives, and so many other things. Meat, was the staple food for most people, however, and yet as time went on another unimaginable development happened like not at all expected. In the distant past, people who had been ceaselessly pursuing wild animals or preparing plans to do so, for changing reasons, began interactions with them.

This development altered the course of human
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