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First Edition.

All events described are sourced from verified public reporting,

government data, intelligence assessments, and documented news.

The pattern is not a theory. The facts are real.

For the people who watch the news and feel like

something is deeply wrong but can’t quite name it.
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You’re not paranoid.

You’re paying attention.

“It’s a big club, and you ain’t in it.”

— George Carlin

“The individual is handicapped by coming face to face

with a conspiracy so monstrous he cannot believe it exists.”

— J. Edgar Hoover

“The best time to stop a war is before it starts.

The second best time is right now.”

— Unknown
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A NOTE BEFORE YOU READ
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This book is not a conspiracy theory.

I want to say that clearly before we go anywhere near Russia, Ukraine, Wall Street, Epstein, or Bitcoin tolls being charged at gunpoint in the Persian Gulf. Because the moment you start connecting dots between these things, someone will call you a conspiracy theorist. That’s fine. Let them.

Every event in this book happened. Every piece of evidence cited is sourced from mainstream reporting — Reuters, Washington Post, Bloomberg, Financial Times, the US Congressional Budget Office, US Treasury data, the Mueller Report, the DOJ’s own Epstein files. Nothing here requires you to believe in secret societies, reptilian bloodlines, or shadowy masterminds whispering in dark rooms.

It requires something harder than that.

It requires you to look at all of it at the same time.

Most people don’t do that. Not because they can’t, but because it’s genuinely uncomfortable. When you look at Ukraine and Gaza and the Iran war and the bond market and the rare earth controls and North Korea’s nuclear program all at the same time, as a single connected board, what you see is not chaos. What you see is a pattern so clean it almost doesn’t look real.

That’s what this book is. Me, sitting with the news at night, refusing to look at each story in isolation, and writing down what I see when I look at the whole thing.

You can agree with every word. You can disagree with parts of it. But I think once you’ve read this, you won’t be able to look at the next war, the next financial crisis, or the next election the same way again.

That’s the only thing I’m trying to do here.

Read it with an open mind. Then decide for yourself.

— Sharuk

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

FOREWORD

[image: ]


The Night I Started Seeing It

It started with a news alert at around eleven at night.

I don’t even remember exactly which one it was. At that point they all blur together — another airstrike, another financial warning, another politician saying something that made no sense unless you already knew what was really going on. I’d been following the Ukraine war the way most people do. Watching the updates. Feeling something between anger and helplessness. Reading the takes from analysts who all seemed to be treating it as a contained European conflict that would eventually get negotiated away.

But I couldn’t shake this feeling that I was watching the wrong screen.

You know that feeling when you’re watching a magic trick and something just feels off? Not because you know how it’s done, but because you can sense there’s a hand somewhere you’re not supposed to be looking at. That’s what these news cycles kept doing to me. Ukraine. Then Gaza. Then Lebanon. Then the Iran war. Then the bond market going sideways in a way it never had before. Then North Korea firing missiles that had already been tested in a real war in Europe. Then Iran charging Bitcoin to let oil tankers pass through the Strait of Hormuz.

Each story by itself is shocking. All of them together is something else entirely.

I’m not a geopolitical analyst. I’m not in government. I’m not connected to intelligence services. I’m just someone who reads too much, stays up too late, and has refused for a few years now to accept the explanation that all of this is somehow coincidence. Wars don’t just happen simultaneously across four different theaters when the same superpower is the common thread. Bond markets don’t suddenly stop behaving like safe havens by accident. Countries don’t sell the same currency they’ve held for decades all at the same time without a reason.

There’s a phrase I keep coming back to: “reading the whole board.” Chess players use it. It means not just looking at the piece in front of you but understanding what every other piece is doing, and why.

Most news coverage — even the good stuff, the detailed analysis, the award-winning journalism — is looking at individual pieces. This war. This election. This financial shock. Each one examined in depth, explained within its own context, connected maybe to one or two adjacent stories.

Nobody is reading the whole board.

That’s what I’m trying to do in this book. I’m going to lay out every major conflict, every financial move, every political shift since February 2022, and I’m going to show you what it looks like when you stop treating them as separate stories and start treating them as moves in the same game.

By the time you finish this, two things are going to happen.

The first is that you’ll understand why Ukraine and Korea are the same story. Not metaphorically. Literally. The war that started in Europe and the confrontation that’s building in Asia are chapters in the same book, following the same logic, serving the same purpose for the same set of players.

The second is that you’ll never watch the news the same way again. Every “breaking news” alert, every financial panic, every political scandal — you’ll automatically ask the question I now ask every time: who benefits from this, who’s being distracted by this, and which quiet move is happening somewhere else while everyone’s looking here?

That question, once you start asking it, doesn’t go away.

I didn’t write this book to scare you. I wrote it because I think the world is at a turning point and most people have no idea how sharp the turn is. The architecture of global power that’s been in place since 1945 — American military dominance, dollar-based finance, the post-war rules everyone operates by — is being dismantled. Methodically. Simultaneously. From multiple directions at once.

And the people doing the dismantling have been incredibly patient about it.

Let me show you what I mean.
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The Axis Forms

How Four Nations Built the Machine — And What They Built It For

February 24, 2022. Russian tanks cross into Ukraine.

Watch what happens next, because this is where the whole story starts.

The West responds with the most aggressive economic sanctions in modern history. They cut Russia off from SWIFT, the messaging system that connects every major bank in the world. They freeze $300 billion in Russian central bank reserves — money Russia had parked in Western financial institutions because that’s what every country does with their reserves, because that’s how the system works. Or worked, anyway. They try to collapse the Russian economy through financial pressure alone.

Here’s what I want you to notice about that response. It was designed as a knockout punch. The idea was that the Russian economy would crater so fast and so hard that either Putin would be overthrown from within, or Russia would have to withdraw from Ukraine just to survive. That was the plan.

It didn’t work.

And the reason it didn’t work is the thing that changes everything else that follows.

Russia turned east. And what it found there wasn’t sympathy. It wasn’t even just trade. What it found was a fully operational partnership with three countries that had spent years quietly building the infrastructure to absorb exactly this kind of situation. China. Iran. North Korea.

None of these three countries signed up to be Russia’s emergency lifeline after the invasion. The relationships were already there. The systems were already in place. When the sanctions hit, Russia didn’t scramble to find friends. It activated a network that had been building for years, specifically to handle the moment when the West tried to use the dollar as a weapon.

That’s the thing that keeps me up at night when I think about February 2022. The sanctions looked like they were supposed to be a surprise move. But for China, Iran, and North Korea, the response looked like they’d been rehearsing for it.

— — —
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China: The Economic Anchor

Here’s what China did after Russia invaded Ukraine.

It bought oil. Enormous amounts of Russian oil that Europe suddenly refused to touch. By January 2026, China was purchasing around 1.7 million barrels of Russian oil per day — record volumes — at heavily discounted prices. Think about what that means practically. Russia needed someone to keep buying its energy or the whole war economy collapses. China stepped in and became that buyer at scale, immediately, without hesitation.

But oil purchases are almost the least interesting part of what China did. The more significant thing is what China supplied to Russia’s defence industry. Not weapons, at least not directly — China was careful enough to avoid anything that would trigger Western secondary sanctions. But the US Treasury and Commerce Department spent the next three years designating Chinese company after Chinese company for supplying Russia with drone components, missile guidance electronics, semiconductors, machine tools, and optical systems. Dual-use components. Things that aren’t technically weapons but are absolutely essential for building weapons at scale.


EVIDENCE: US Treasury and Commerce Department sanctions listings identified multiple Chinese companies supplying Russia with drone components, missile guidance systems, and military-grade electronics throughout 2023–2026. China purchased approximately 1.7 million barrels of Russian oil per day by January 2026 — record volumes at discounted prices.


Without Chinese industrial support, Russia cannot sustain a multi-year high-intensity war. That is not an opinion. That is the conclusion of every Western intelligence assessment of Russia’s supply chain. China is the reason Russia is still fighting. China is the reason the sanctions didn’t work the way they were supposed to.

And China did all of this while maintaining its trade relationship with the West, attending diplomatic summits, and publicly calling for “peace negotiations.” That’s what operating at this level looks like. You hold two positions simultaneously. You say peace. You supply war. And you let everyone argue about which is the real China.

Both are the real China. That’s the point.

— — —
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Iran: The Weapons Foundry

Iran’s contribution to the axis is the most visible and the most easily misunderstood.

Most news coverage treats the Iran-Russia drone relationship as a transactional arms deal. Russia needed cheap weapons, Iran had them, money changed hands. That framing misses everything important.

Tehran supplied thousands of Shahed loitering munitions — the kamikaze drones that became Russia’s primary terror weapon against Ukrainian civilian infrastructure. By 2025, Russia had launched over 53,000 of these drones against Ukraine — a nearly fivefold increase from the year prior. That’s not a transaction. That’s an industrial supply chain. And Russia didn’t just import the drones — a joint production facility was established inside Russia, in the town of Yelabuga, to manufacture Iranian-designed weapons on Russian soil.


EVIDENCE: US intelligence documented that by 2025, Russia had launched over 53,000 Iranian Shahed drones against Ukraine — nearly five times the volume of the previous year. A joint drone manufacturing facility was established at Yelabuga, Russia, producing Iranian-designed weapons domestically.


But here’s what the drone story obscures. The deeper exchange is information. Russia has been sharing satellite imagery and targeting intelligence with Iranian-backed Houthi forces in the Red Sea, and directly with Tehran. That means when Houthi missiles started hitting commercial shipping in one of the world’s most important trade routes, they weren’t doing it blind. They were doing it with Russian eyes in the sky.

When the US and Israel eventually struck Iran in early 2026 and killed Supreme Leader Khamenei, Iran closed the Strait of Hormuz. That’s the move that shook the entire global economy. I’m going to spend a whole chapter on that. But right now I just want you to hold this in mind: Iran’s ability to do that — to reach out and physically choke 20 percent of the world’s oil supply — is the product of four years of deepening military and intelligence partnership with Russia. They did not build that capability alone.

— — —
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North Korea: The Arsenal

Of all the partnerships in this axis, the Russia-North Korea one is the one that most people still aren’t taking seriously enough. And it’s the one with the most frightening long-term consequences.

By mid-2024, US intelligence estimated that North Korea had supplied Russia with approximately four million artillery shells. Four million. That’s not a side deal. That is North Korea functioning as Russia’s primary conventional ammunition supplier in a European land war. For a country that’s been under crushing international sanctions for decades, this is a transformation. Pyongyang is no longer just a problem contained in northeast Asia. It’s an active supplier in a war that’s reshaping Europe.


EVIDENCE: US intelligence estimated North Korea supplied Russia with approximately 4 million artillery shells by mid-2024, along with ballistic missiles. Specialized North Korean troops were reportedly deployed to Russian-held territories. In exchange, Russia-North Korea formal Strategic Partnership signed June 2024, with a mutual defense clause — an explicit security guarantee between the two nations.


In exchange, North Korea received something far more valuable than money. It received technology. Aerospace technology. Ballistic missile technology. Potentially nuclear technology. And satellite reconnaissance support that turned its missile program from a credible regional threat into something approaching a credible strategic one.

Think about what that means for the Korean Peninsula going forward. North Korea went into this partnership as a sanctioned, isolated, economically broken state that occasionally fired missiles to demand attention. It’s coming out of it as a battle-tested arms exporter with upgraded military technology, a mutual defence treaty with a nuclear power, and the tacit backing of both Russia and China.

That’s a completely different country than the one that started this war.

And that’s why Ukraine and Korea are the same story.

— — —
[image: ]


The Architecture Was Built Before the Invasion

This is the part that most commentary gets completely backwards.

People look at this axis — China, Russia, Iran, North Korea — and assume it was assembled in response to the Ukraine war. That Russia invaded, got sanctioned, scrambled for allies, and stitched together this network out of necessity.

That’s not what happened.

The formal architecture of this alliance predates the invasion. The Russia-China ‘No Limits’ Partnership — which established deep economic integration, diplomatic cover at the UN Security Council, and a framework for trade conducted outside the dollar system — was signed in February 2022. Weeks before the invasion. That timing is not coincidental. You don’t sign a ‘no limits’ partnership with your largest neighbour weeks before you invade another country unless you’ve already coordinated what comes next.


EVIDENCE: Russia-China ‘No Limits’ Partnership signed February 2022, weeks before the Ukraine invasion. China-Iran 25-Year Comprehensive Strategic Partnership signed 2021 — a $400 billion investment agreement for Iranian energy and infrastructure in exchange for discounted oil. Russia-North Korea Strategic Partnership with mutual defense clause signed June 2024.


The China-Iran 25-Year Comprehensive Strategic Partnership — a $400 billion infrastructure and energy deal that cemented Chinese access to Iranian oil in exchange for investment — was signed in 2021. The year before the invasion.

These aren’t post-war emergency relationships. They’re the foundation. The invasion was built on top of them.

— — —
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The Financial Architecture of the Axis

Here’s the piece that almost no mainstream coverage explains properly.

The sanctions that were supposed to collapse Russia were built on one assumption: that the global financial system runs through Western infrastructure, specifically SWIFT. Cut a country off from SWIFT, and it can’t move money internationally. Its trade freezes. Its economy implodes.

The axis had already built the workaround.

Russia has its own interbank messaging system, SPFS. China has CIPS, its cross-border interbank payment system. And the two countries established CBDC swap arrangements — digital currency exchange agreements between the digital ruble and the digital yuan — that allow trade to be settled directly between the two currencies, in real time, with no SWIFT involvement at all.

When the West froze $300 billion of Russian reserves and kicked Russia off SWIFT, every country in the world that wasn’t firmly in America’s corner watched and asked itself the same question: could this happen to me?

The answer, for China, for India, for Saudi Arabia, for Brazil, for every country that had ever done anything Washington disapproved of, was yes. Absolutely yes. And that answer accelerated the construction of the parallel system faster than anything else could have.

The weapon America used against Russia became the blueprint for the weapon that will be used against America.

That’s not rhetoric. It’s the literal mechanism. The sanction demonstrated the vulnerability. The vulnerability showed every nation what infrastructure they needed to build to be protected from the same sanction. And they started building it immediately.

By 2026, the BRICS bloc had expanded from five nations to eleven — adding Saudi Arabia, Iran, UAE, Egypt, and Ethiopia. They were rolling out BRICS Pay, a platform linking national digital currencies directly, allowing trade to be settled between member countries without touching SWIFT or requiring dollar conversion. The mBridge project, backed by the central banks of China, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, and Hong Kong, had processed over $55 billion in transactions by late 2025, with 95 percent of that volume in digital yuan.

The dollar’s share of global foreign exchange reserves has fallen from 71 percent in 2000 to around 56 percent by 2025. That’s a slow bleed, not a sudden collapse. But the direction is clear, and it’s been clear for a while. The axis didn’t break the dollar system. It’s just building around it, one transaction at a time, until the day the dollar system is too small to matter.

— — —
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What They Actually Built

Let me be direct about what this axis is, because it’s easy to overstate it and easy to understate it.

It is not a formal military alliance. China has not agreed to defend Russia if NATO attacks. North Korea’s mutual defence treaty with Russia is real but its limits are untested. These four countries have different interests, different economies, and different long-term goals. They are not a bloc in the NATO sense.

What they are is a coalition of convenience united by one shared interest: the end of a world in which the United States can tell them what to do.

Russia wants to control its sphere of influence in Eastern Europe and Central Asia without American interference. China wants to absorb Taiwan, dominate the South China Sea, and replace the United States as the primary power in Asia. Iran wants to be the dominant regional force in the Middle East without American military threats. North Korea wants to survive as a regime, develop its nuclear capability, and eventually reunify the Korean Peninsula on its own terms.

None of those goals require the same things. But all of them require one thing in common: American power weakened enough that it can’t stop any of them.

And so for the first time in modern history, you have four nations — each pursuing completely different objectives — coordinating at the strategic level because their different paths all run through the same gate. The gate is American hegemony. And in February 2022, they decided to open it together.

They didn’t need to agree on everything. They only needed to agree on one thing: that the American era had to end. Everything else was negotiable.

The war in Ukraine was not the beginning of this. It was the moment the machine went public.

Everything you’ve seen since — every conflict, every financial shock, every political earthquake — is the machine running.

Let me show you how it works.
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The Sequential Bleed

How Four Wars Were Used to Drain the Superpower Dry

I want you to do something before you read this chapter.

I want you to write down, in order, the four major military crises the United States got pulled into between 2022 and 2026. Just the names and the dates.

Ukraine. February 2022.

Gaza. October 2023.

Lebanon and the Houthis in the Red Sea. Late 2024 through 2025.

Iran. Late February 2026.

Now look at the spacing.

Each one of these crises erupted at the precise moment the United States was beginning to find its footing in the previous one. Not after the previous one was resolved. Not randomly. At the moment of beginning to stabilize. Ukraine started to settle into a grinding attrition war where the West had built supply lines and figured out the aid architecture — and then Gaza exploded. Gaza started to settle into a difficult situation — and then Lebanon escalated and the Houthis started attacking every ship in the Red Sea. That got somewhat managed — and then Iran.

If you were designing a strategy to exhaust the most powerful military force in history, you would design it exactly this way. You would not hit it with everything at once — that would force a single, unified response. Instead you would apply pressure in rotation, never letting the previous fire go fully out before lighting the next one. You would make sure the target is always managing two crises simultaneously, so it can never fully commit to either. You would time each new escalation to land just as the target’s political will, public attention, and military resources were beginning to recover.

That is exactly what happened between 2022 and 2026.

I’m not saying someone sat in a room and planned this down to the day. Though honestly, given what we know about the coordination between Russia, Iran, and the Houthis — including the Russian satellite targeting intelligence that the Houthis used in the Red Sea — I wouldn’t rule it out. What I’m saying is that even if you generously assume the timing is partly coincidental, the effect is the same. America bled. On all four fronts. Simultaneously. And the bleeding was cumulative.

You don’t need to plan every move. You just need your adversary to be unable to respond to any of them fully. The exhaustion is the strategy.

— — —
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Front One: Ukraine — Opening the Drain

The Ukraine war did something that no analyst predicted and almost no one has properly acknowledged even now.

It exposed the hollow core of Western conventional military power.

Not the nuclear deterrent. Not the air power. The grinding, industrial-scale conventional stuff. The 155mm artillery shells. The air defence interceptors. The long-range precision missiles. The things you need to fight a sustained land war in Europe. NATO had not been producing these at wartime rates for decades. The entire post-Cold War military architecture was built on the assumption that future wars would be short, decisive, and technologically asymmetric — a few weeks of precision strikes and special forces operations, not two years of artillery exchanges across a six-hundred-mile front.

Ukraine shattered that assumption publicly. In the first year alone, it became clear that the United States and Europe had nowhere near the industrial capacity to sustain a peer adversary in conventional warfare. Shell production gaps were measured not in percentage shortfalls but in years of rebuild time. Patriot interceptor stocks were rationed because there simply weren’t enough to send to Ukraine while also maintaining commitments elsewhere. The ammunition math was brutal and it was visible to everyone.


EVIDENCE: US military aid to Ukraine dropped 99 percent in 2025 under the Trump administration. Europe was forced to fill the gap, increasing its own military assistance by 67 percent — a massive and unprecedented defence burden that simultaneously drained NATO allies’ own strategic reserves. The war exposed critical gaps in NATO’s 155mm artillery shell production, air defence interceptors, and long-range precision munitions. (Kyiv Independent, 2025)


But here’s the less discussed drain. Every dollar committed to Ukraine was added to a national debt already approaching $39 trillion. Every Patriot battery deployed to Kyiv was a battery not sitting in South Korea. Every artillery shell fired into eastern Ukraine was a shell not available for a Taiwan scenario or a Korean Peninsula contingency.

The axis didn’t need Ukraine to win quickly. Quick victory was never the point from a strategic perspective. The point was duration. Two years of sustained high-intensity conventional warfare was enough to deplete NATO stockpiles, expose the defence industrial base as inadequate, drain American political will, and make Europe question every assumption it had about security. A fast Russian victory would have done none of that. A long, grinding, expensive war of attrition did all of it.

Russia was losing men and material. But America was losing something harder to replace: capacity and credibility. And the clock was running.

— — —
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Front Two: Gaza — Splitting the Focus

October 7, 2023. Hamas attacks Israel.

I’m not going to spend much time on the attack itself. What I want to talk about is the timing, because the timing is where the strategy lives.

October 2023. Ukraine is eighteen months in. The West has built its supply and support architecture. The shock of the initial invasion has given way to the grim routine of sustained war management. The United States is beginning — only beginning — to think about rebuilding depleted stockpiles. NATO countries are finally having serious conversations about defence industrial production rates. There’s no resolution in sight but there’s a kind of institutional stability. Washington has figured out Ukraine.

And then Gaza.

The Pentagon immediately split. Aircraft carriers that had been positioned in the Atlantic and the Mediterranean to support the European theatre were repositioned toward the Middle East. Patriot batteries earmarked for Ukraine were diverted to Israel and the Gulf states. The diplomatic energy of the entire State Department fractured between two simultaneous crises in two completely different parts of the world.

But the military split is actually the second most important effect of Gaza. The most important is what it did to America’s standing in the world.

Here’s something that doesn’t get said plainly enough in Western media. The United States had spent thirty years building its legitimacy in the Global South on the argument that it represented a rules-based international order. Human rights. International law. Civilian protection. Sovereignty. These weren’t just talking points — they were the actual foundation of American soft power, the reason countries that didn’t have to align with Washington sometimes chose to anyway.

Gaza demolished that foundation.

Not in one day and not completely. But as the casualty numbers climbed, as images of destroyed hospitals circulated globally, as the United States repeatedly blocked ceasefire resolutions at the UN Security Council, the moral authority that underpinned American hegemony evaporated in front of a watching world. Countries across Africa, Latin America, Southeast Asia and the Middle East that had been carefully neutral — maintaining relationships with both Washington and the axis — shifted. Not necessarily toward Russia or China. Just away from the idea that America represented something worth aligning with.

That shift is hard to quantify and easy to dismiss as abstract. But it’s not abstract at all. It shows up in UN votes. It shows up in trade deals. It shows up in which countries agree to participate in sanctions regimes and which ones quietly refuse. It shows up in whether the Global South treats American-led institutions as legitimate or as a Western club they have no reason to protect.


EVIDENCE: The Gaza war forced the Pentagon to split air defence assets, naval deployments, and munitions deliveries between Eastern Europe and the Middle East. Aircraft carriers were repositioned. The conflict systematically undermined America’s moral authority across the Global South, as dozens of nations shifted their position at the UN and in bilateral diplomatic relations.


The axis didn’t need to win an argument about American hypocrisy. America made the argument for them. In front of everyone.

— — —
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Front Three: Lebanon and the Red Sea — Death by a Thousand Costs

While Israel was attacking Gaza, Hezbollah opened its northern front. Not a full war — something more calculated than that. A sustained lower-intensity escalation that pulled Israeli military attention and American diplomatic bandwidth northward into Lebanon and the Mediterranean.

Simultaneously, the Houthis in Yemen started attacking everything in the Red Sea.

I want to stop on the Houthis for a moment because this is the piece that most coverage has treated as a regional nuisance story and absolutely isn’t.

The Houthis are an Iranian proxy force based in Yemen. They were armed primarily through Iranian supply chains, and by late 2024 they were receiving Russian satellite targeting intelligence to improve their strike accuracy against commercial shipping. Think about what that means. A non-state militia in one of the poorest countries on earth, armed by Iran and guided by Russian satellites, was effectively shutting down one of the world’s most important trade routes.


EVIDENCE: US intelligence documented that Russian satellite imagery and targeting intelligence was shared with Iranian-backed Houthi militants attacking Red Sea shipping. The US and UK were forced to conduct active military operations in Yemen throughout 2025, adding a third simultaneous active military commitment to Ukraine and Gaza. Iranian-backed forces directly resulted in American casualties, documented in Washington Post reporting from March 2026.


The United States and the United Kingdom had to launch active military operations in Yemen just to try to keep the shipping lane open. This wasn’t symbolic. It was sustained strike operations — missiles, aircraft, naval assets — month after month. Against a militia. While simultaneously managing Ukraine and Gaza.

Three simultaneous military commitments. One defence industrial base. One treasury running a $1.8 trillion annual deficit. One political system that was already fracturing under the weight of everything else.

The Houthi campaign did something else that gets almost no attention. It raised the cost of global trade. When commercial ships have to avoid the Red Sea and reroute around the Cape of Good Hope, the journey from Asia to Europe gets significantly longer and more expensive. Insurance premiums spike. Shipping costs rise. Those costs flow through into the price of everything. Inflation, which the Fed had spent two years trying to bring under control, got a fresh injection of supply chain pressure from a Yemeni militia operating with Russian eyes in the sky.

Nobody called it that. But that’s what it was. Economic warfare conducted through a proxy, at a cost that was essentially zero to the axis and enormously expensive to everyone else.

— — —
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Front Four: Iran — The Checkmate Move

In late February 2026, following US and Israeli airstrikes on Iranian nuclear facilities that resulted in the death of Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, Iran closed the Strait of Hormuz.

That sentence doesn’t do justice to what that moment was. Let me try again.

After four years of sequential military commitments that had depleted NATO ammunition stockpiles, fractured the Western alliance’s moral authority, stretched the Pentagon across three simultaneous theatres, drained trillions from an already debt-saturated American treasury, and pulled air defence systems away from Asia to cover Middle Eastern conflicts — after all of that — Iran reached out and grabbed 20 percent of the world’s oil supply and said: this belongs to us now. Pay us, or freeze.


EVIDENCE: The Strait of Hormuz closure in March 2026 cut off approximately 20-30 percent of global oil consumption and 20 percent of all LNG trade. QatarEnergy was forced to declare force majeure immediately, paralyzing roughly 20 percent of global LNG supply. Pakistan, Bangladesh, India, and South Asian industrial economies faced immediate energy crises. Russia publicly offered to supply oil to Europe as a replacement — an implicit ultimatum that any European nation wanting its lights on would need to negotiate with Moscow. (Reuters, March 2026)


There is no pipeline that replaces that volume. There is no alternative route for the tankers already in the Gulf. Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, UAE, Qatar — all of their energy exports transit that strait. The closure didn’t just hurt America’s adversaries. It hurt America’s allies far more than it hurt America. Europe, which had spent four years building expensive LNG import infrastructure specifically to escape Russian energy dependency, was suddenly staring at a winter heating crisis. The only available alternative supplier at scale was Russia.

Vladimir Putin, with the timing of a man who had been waiting four years for this exact moment, publicly announced that Russia was ready to work with Europe on energy ‘if asked.’

Sit with that for a second.

Europe spent four years and hundreds of billions of euros building energy independence from Russia. Russia lost the European energy market as a result of its invasion of Ukraine. And then, four years later, Iran closes a strait, the alternative supply disappears, and Putin picks up the phone and essentially says: you know where to find us.

The Hormuz closure reversed four years of European energy policy in a single announcement. That is the most powerful non-nuclear strategic move any country has made in the post-Cold War era. And it was only possible because of the four-year sequential bleed that came before it.


EVIDENCE: US military assets previously stationed in South Korea — including Patriot PAC-3 and THAAD air defence systems — were redeployed to the Middle East to support the Iran war, leaving South Korea’s defensive architecture materially degraded at the precise moment North Korea was receiving its most significant military technology upgrades in decades. (Korea Times, March 2026)


And here is the detail that should keep every analyst in Seoul up at night.

When the Iran war started, the United States moved Patriot PAC-3 and THAAD air defence batteries from South Korea to the Middle East. These are the systems that are supposed to intercept North Korean ballistic missiles if Pyongyang decides it’s time to act. They were taken off the Korean Peninsula and sent to a fourth war — at the same moment North Korea was sitting on four years of Russian military technology upgrades, a fresh mutual defence treaty with Moscow, and an economy that had rebounded significantly from the partnership.

The door to Korea didn’t just crack open. It was left unguarded while America was fighting on three other fronts.

— — —
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The Number That Explains Everything

There is a single statistic that, if you understand it properly, makes the entire sequential bleed strategy make sense.

In fiscal year 2024, the United States government spent $881 billion on interest payments on its national debt. More than it spent on national defence.

Read that again. America is spending more money paying interest on borrowed money than it spends on its entire military. As of early 2026 the national debt stands at just under $39 trillion, growing at roughly $200 to $250 billion per month. Interest payments are expected to hit $1 trillion this year alone. The Congressional Budget Office projects that by 2027, mandatory spending on Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and debt interest will permanently exceed all federal tax revenue — meaning every single dollar spent on defence, education, infrastructure, and federal agencies will be entirely borrowed.


EVIDENCE: US interest payments on national debt hit $881 billion in FY 2024, exceeding defence spending for the first time. The debt stood at $39 trillion by early 2026, growing at $200-250 billion per month. Nearly one-quarter of all interest payments flow directly to foreign countries including China, funding their economies rather than America’s own. The government spent $529 billion on interest in just the first six months of fiscal year 2026 — equivalent to the combined defence and education budgets for the same period. (US GAO, February 2025; Fortune, April 2026)


Nearly a quarter of those interest payments flow to foreign countries. Including China.

Let me be precise about what that means. America borrows money. China holds those bonds. America pays China interest on money it borrowed to fund the military that is supposed to deter China. China takes that interest income and uses it to fund the military buildup that the American military is supposed to be deterring.

This is the doom loop. It runs automatically. No one has to coordinate it. It just runs.

And every war that America gets drawn into makes it worse. More emergency spending. More borrowing. More debt. More interest. More money flowing to the countries that are trying to replace you.

The sequential bleed isn’t just about military exhaustion. It’s about fiscal exhaustion. It’s about draining the treasury dry at the same time as draining the ammunition stockpiles and the political will and the moral authority. All four drains running simultaneously.

That’s the strategy. It’s elegant in a way that’s almost beautiful if you’re not the one being bled.

— — —
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The Move Nobody Made: The Counter

Here’s what haunts me when I think about all of this.

There was a counter to this strategy. It existed. It was available. It would have required the kind of disciplined, long-term strategic thinking that America demonstrated when it built NATO, when it ran the Marshall Plan, when it managed the Cuban Missile Crisis.

The counter was simple: recognize the pattern and refuse to be dragged into each sequential trap. Manage Ukraine through proxies and economic support without depleting NATO’s own stockpiles. Refuse to allow Gaza to split American focus. Build the defence industrial base while the sequential fires were still manageable rather than after they had combined into an inferno. Maintain the air defence systems in Korea regardless of Middle Eastern demands. Accept that you cannot fight everywhere simultaneously and choose your priorities accordingly.

None of that happened. Not because the people in Washington are stupid — they aren’t. But because the political system that runs American foreign policy is not designed for long-term strategic thinking. It’s designed for immediate crisis response. Every new fire demands immediate attention. Every ally in trouble demands immediate support. Every enemy escalation demands immediate counter-escalation. The system cannot say no to any individual request because each one, taken alone, seems reasonable.

Taken together they are the trap.

And by the time anyone in Washington was willing to say that out loud, the Patriot batteries were already in the Middle East, the treasury was already bleeding $250 billion a month, the ammunition stockpiles were already hollowed out, and North Korea’s air was already thinner with the systems that were supposed to be watching it.

The axis didn’t beat America in a battle. It beat America with a calendar. It simply made sure there was always another crisis before the last one was finished.

What comes next — Taiwan, Korea, the financial reckoning — is not happening in a vacuum. It’s happening to a country that has been running at full sprint for four years, on borrowed money, in borrowed time.

That’s the context you need to understand everything else in this book.

Let’s go deeper.
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