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Cricket has been a beloved sport around the world for centuries, but in the United States, its journey has been unique and exciting. Major League Cricket, or MLC, is the first professional Twenty20 cricket league in the U.S., marking a turning point for the sport in a country known more for baseball, basketball, and football. This book dives deep into the story of MLC, exploring how it came to be, the challenges it faced, and the moments that made history.

Major League Cricket officially launched on July 13, 2023. The league was created by American Cricket Enterprises (ACE) and operates under the guidance of USA Cricket, the governing body for the sport in the country. From the very beginning, MLC aimed to bring the thrill of Twenty20 cricket—a fast-paced and exciting format of the game—to fans across the United States. Six teams, each representing a major U.S. city, competed in the league’s debut season.

The matches took place in two key locations: Grand Prairie Stadium in Texas and Church Street Park in North Carolina. These venues became the heart of the action as players showcased their skills and fans experienced world-class cricket right in their backyard. After three weeks of intense competition, the first season concluded on July 30, 2023, leaving cricket enthusiasts eager for more.

But MLC's story didn’t start in 2023. Its roots trace back to the creation of Minor League Cricket, or MiLC, in 2021. This development league played a crucial role in growing cricket’s presence in the U.S. MiLC featured 27 teams from across the country, bringing together players, fans, and communities who shared a passion for the sport. It served as a stepping stone, laying the groundwork for the professional league to follow.

This book is about more than just dates and statistics. It’s about the people who believed in the dream of making cricket a mainstream sport in America. It’s about the players who gave their all on the field and the fans who cheered them on. It’s about the challenges of starting something new and the triumphs of making it work.

The History of Major League Cricket will take you through every detail of this incredible journey. Whether you’re a die-hard cricket fan or someone curious about how the sport is growing in the U.S., this book will give you a front-row seat to the action. Get ready to explore the world of Major League Cricket and discover how it’s changing the face of sports in America.

The Final Over: A New Era for Cricket in America

Major League Cricket represents more than just a new sports league; it’s a groundbreaking moment in the history of cricket. For years, cricket struggled to gain a foothold in the United States, but with MLC, the sport has finally found its stage. This league is a symbol of how far cricket has come and how much further it can go. The journey hasn’t been easy, but it’s clear that the foundation has been set for a bright future.

The debut season of MLC was a glimpse into what cricket can become in America. Fans from all walks of life filled stadiums, watched from home, and celebrated the thrilling matches. The league introduced the fast-paced excitement of Twenty20 cricket to a new audience, many of whom were experiencing the sport for the first time. This energy is just the beginning of what MLC hopes to build—a nationwide passion for cricket that rivals its global popularity.

The league’s success owes much to its players, staff, and supporters. These individuals brought the game to life with their dedication and talent. From international stars to emerging local players, everyone involved contributed to making the first season unforgettable. Their efforts have shown that cricket isn’t just for a select few; it’s a game that can unite and inspire communities across the country.

While the inaugural season of MLC was short, it made a lasting impression. The matches were intense, the rivalries fierce, and the fanbase steadily grew. However, the league’s true success will be measured in how it continues to evolve. Expanding to more cities, building stronger teams, and nurturing local talent will be key to keeping the momentum alive. This is just the start of a long innings for Major League Cricket.

Minor League Cricket played a critical role in setting the stage for MLC, and its importance cannot be overstated. By giving a platform to 27 teams across the country, MiLC created opportunities for players to develop their skills and for fans to connect with the game. It also proved that cricket has a place in American sports culture, paving the way for the professional league.

Looking ahead, the potential for cricket in the U.S. is enormous. With MLC leading the charge, the sport can become a staple in schools, colleges, and communities. Partnerships with sponsors and broadcasters will help take the game to even greater heights, ensuring that cricket becomes more accessible to fans everywhere. The dream of cricket becoming a major sport in the United States no longer feels distant—it’s becoming a reality.

The story of Major League Cricket is still being written. Each season will bring new players, new moments, and new fans. What began as an ambitious vision is now a thriving league with the potential to transform the sports landscape in America. The future is bright, and the possibilities are endless.

As the final over of this book is bowled, one thing is clear: Major League Cricket has arrived, and it’s here to stay. This league is more than just matches and tournaments—it’s a movement, a celebration, and a promise of what’s to come. Cricket in America has entered a new era, and the world is watching.
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​Chapter 1: The Road to Major League Cricket
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Cricket’s journey in the United States has been filled with ambition, challenges, and a persistent dream to establish a thriving Twenty20 (T20) league. Over the years, several attempts were made to introduce professional cricket to the country, but many faced obstacles that were too difficult to overcome. The road to Major League Cricket has been long and winding, marked by both failures and valuable lessons.

One of the earliest efforts to bring professional cricket to the U.S. was Pro Cricket, launched in 2004. This league was designed to capture the attention of fans with its innovative T20 format, which promised fast-paced action. However, despite the excitement surrounding its debut, Pro Cricket only lasted for one season. Issues such as limited awareness, lack of infrastructure, and insufficient funding made it difficult for the league to succeed. While it was short-lived, Pro Cricket showed that there was potential for cricket in America—it just needed the right foundation.

Another notable attempt was the American Premier League (APL). This proposed league was a partnership between the United States of America Cricket Association (USACA) and New Zealand Cricket. Modeled after successful domestic T20 leagues like the Indian Premier League (IPL), the APL aimed to bring high-quality cricket to American fans. Unfortunately, the league never got off the ground. Financial difficulties, disagreements among stakeholders, and logistical challenges prevented the APL from becoming a reality.

The failures of these early efforts highlighted the need for a more organized and sustainable approach. Cricket in the United States faced unique challenges compared to other countries. For one, the sport had to compete with well-established American sports like baseball, basketball, and football. Additionally, cricket lacked the infrastructure and fanbase that leagues in countries like India or England enjoyed. Despite these hurdles, the dream of a professional cricket league in America remained alive.

The rise of T20 cricket around the world helped reignite interest in the sport. Leagues like the IPL, the Big Bash League in Australia, and the Caribbean Premier League showcased the popularity of the shorter, more exciting format. These leagues not only attracted massive audiences but also generated significant revenue, proving that T20 cricket could thrive. The success of these leagues inspired new efforts to bring professional cricket to the U.S.

One major development was the creation of Minor League Cricket (MiLC) in 2021. This league was designed as a stepping stone for cricket in America, providing a platform for local players to compete and improve their skills. Featuring 27 franchise-based teams, MiLC played a crucial role in building a foundation for Major League Cricket. It helped create a fanbase, attract sponsors, and prove that cricket had a future in the U.S. Unlike previous attempts, MiLC showed that a structured, grassroots approach could yield long-term success.

The involvement of international cricket organizations also made a difference. Partnerships with established cricket boards, investors, and sponsors brought credibility and resources to the table. These collaborations ensured that future efforts were more organized and better funded. American Cricket Enterprises (ACE), the group behind Major League Cricket, brought a professional approach to the sport, focusing on sustainable growth and long-term planning.

As of July 2024, cricket in the United States is still in the process of finding its place among the country’s sports landscape. While Major League Cricket has made significant progress, the dream of making cricket a mainstream sport in the U.S. is still unfolding. The failures of Pro Cricket and the American Premier League were stepping stones, teaching valuable lessons about what it takes to succeed in this unique market.

The story of cricket in America is far from over. The journey to establish a T20 league has been challenging, but the passion of players, fans, and organizers continues to drive the sport forward. With each new effort, cricket gets closer to achieving its goal of becoming a beloved sport in the United States. Major League Cricket stands as the most promising chapter yet, but the road that led here is filled with stories of resilience, determination, and the unyielding belief that cricket belongs in America.

The Final Innings: From Dreams to Reality

The journey of cricket in the United States has been long and filled with setbacks, but each attempt has brought the sport closer to its goal of establishing a lasting presence. From the short-lived Pro Cricket league in 2004 to the failed American Premier League, the road to Major League Cricket (MLC) was not easy. These early efforts, though they didn’t succeed, were essential building blocks. They laid the foundation and taught valuable lessons on what works and what doesn’t when introducing a foreign sport to a country with a different sports culture.

Despite the challenges, the dream of a professional cricket league in America never faded. The failures of Pro Cricket and the APL didn’t crush hopes—they motivated new initiatives. These setbacks revealed the need for more careful planning, better infrastructure, and a deeper connection with local fans. Each failure also highlighted the importance of partnerships with established cricket bodies and the need to attract top-tier talent to boost the league’s credibility.

One key lesson learned from these early attempts was the importance of having strong grassroots support. Minor League Cricket (MiLC) played a pivotal role in preparing the ground for Major League Cricket. By offering a platform for local players to develop their skills and for fans to engage with the sport, MiLC helped create a cricket ecosystem in the U.S. This foundational league was crucial in building interest and awareness, which paved the way for MLC’s eventual success. Without MiLC’s efforts, MLC would not have had the same level of support or infrastructure to build upon.

Additionally, the global success of T20 leagues such as the Indian Premier League (IPL) showed that the format was capable of attracting massive audiences. This success proved that with the right approach, cricket could flourish in markets outside of traditional cricketing nations. The excitement and energy surrounding these leagues became a blueprint for the U.S. In particular, the IPL served as an example of how cricket could captivate audiences with fast-paced action, star power, and thrilling finishes.

Incorporating these lessons, Major League Cricket was able to stand apart from earlier attempts by focusing on long-term sustainability. Instead of rushing into a full-fledged league, MLC took its time to build a strong base. With support from American Cricket Enterprises (ACE) and partnerships with USA Cricket, MLC focused on nurturing local talent, building stadiums, and creating a fanbase that would be loyal for years to come. This careful planning was a key factor in ensuring MLC’s success.

By the time MLC launched in 2023, the sport of cricket had already gained traction among certain segments of the American population. The presence of a large Indian and South Asian community, which has a strong connection to the sport, was crucial in providing an initial fanbase. In addition, growing interest in cricket among young Americans, thanks to initiatives like MiLC, helped create a more widespread appeal for the sport. The diverse cultural backgrounds of MLC’s fans also contributed to the league’s unique atmosphere and energy.

Looking ahead, the future of cricket in America seems brighter than ever. Major League Cricket has established itself as a strong competitor in the U.S. sports market, but the real challenge lies in growing the sport beyond its current base. Expanding the league to more cities, attracting more international players, and developing more youth programs will be crucial to its continued success. The league must continue to innovate, engage with fans, and bring in fresh ideas to keep cricket relevant in the highly competitive American sports scene.

The story of cricket in the United States is still unfolding. The path to establishing a successful T20 league has been filled with twists and turns, but the dream of cricket’s success in America is no longer just a hope—it’s becoming a reality. The lessons learned from past failures and successes will guide MLC in its future endeavors. The road may be long, but with determination, vision, and passion, Major League Cricket has the potential to transform the landscape of American sports forever.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Chapter 2: Laying the Foundations for a New Era
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In November 2018, USA Cricket took a major step forward in its mission to make cricket a more prominent sport in the United States. The organization announced its intention to establish a domestic T20 league by 2021. The goal was not only to bring top-tier cricket to the U.S. but also to engage existing cricket fans and attract new ones. USA Cricket recognized that a professional T20 league could be a catalyst for the sport’s growth in the country. By creating this league, they hoped to foster the development of cricketing infrastructure and spark widespread interest in the game.

At the time of this announcement, cricket had a limited presence in the United States. While there was a strong, dedicated community of cricket enthusiasts, the sport lacked the visibility and resources it needed to reach a wider audience. USA Cricket’s vision for the domestic T20 league was ambitious. It was clear that the success of the league would depend on more than just creating a series of exciting matches. There needed to be a focus on long-term growth, infrastructure development, and community engagement. This meant investing in the game at all levels and creating an ecosystem that would support both players and fans.

The announcement in November 2018 was a call to action for potential investors and stakeholders. USA Cricket began seeking partners who could help bring this vision to life. One year later, in May 2019, the organization made a significant leap forward. USA Cricket accepted a bid from American Cricket Enterprises (ACE), a group that promised a $1 billion investment to establish the league and provide resources for the development of the U.S. national teams. This was a game-changer for cricket in the United States. It showed that there was serious financial backing behind the plan, and it added credibility to the project.

ACE, the company behind the bid, was founded by a group of experienced and influential individuals in the cricketing world. Satyan Gajwani and Vineet Jain, both of whom are part of The Times Group, were key players in securing this investment. Along with Sameer Mehta and Vijay Srinivasan, the founders of Willow TV, they formed the backbone of ACE. Willow TV, in particular, had already established itself as a leader in broadcasting cricket in the U.S., providing live coverage of international matches and creating a loyal viewership base. The involvement of these powerful figures helped ensure that ACE would have the necessary resources and expertise to succeed.

The $1 billion investment wasn’t just for the creation of the league itself. It also included funding for the growth of the U.S. national teams, which was a critical part of the overall vision. By investing in both the domestic league and the national teams, ACE was helping to ensure that there would be a sustainable pipeline of talent. This investment had the potential to transform cricket in the U.S., turning it into a professional and competitive sport capable of attracting top international players. The financial commitment also allowed for the necessary infrastructure improvements, such as new cricket grounds, training facilities, and youth development programs.

As part of the agreement, ACE also took on the responsibility of handling the commercial activities for T20 International (T20I) and One Day International (ODI) matches hosted by the United States. This was another crucial step in integrating the U.S. into the international cricketing community. By hosting international matches and securing broadcasting deals, ACE would not only raise the profile of cricket in the country but also bring much-needed revenue to the sport. This commercial approach was vital for the long-term success of cricket in the U.S., ensuring that the sport could thrive without relying solely on government or public funding.

The partnership with ACE was a turning point in the history of cricket in the United States. It brought together a combination of financial investment, cricketing expertise, and media experience, all of which were necessary to build a sustainable cricket ecosystem in the country. The involvement of ACE also ensured that the league would be managed by individuals with a deep understanding of the business side of sports, which would help avoid some of the mistakes made by previous attempts to launch a cricket league in the U.S.

In the years that followed the announcement and investment, the vision began to take shape. ACE worked tirelessly to create the foundation for what would eventually become Major League Cricket (MLC). The league’s structure, its partnership with
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