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This is the super-weirdest way to start a book ever.

Here’s what we’re going to do. If you’re a girl – yes, you, hello! – please just skip to page fifteen.

Oh, don’t look at me like that. I just need to say some things privately to the boys that’ll probably make you mad, so I’m being . . . thoughtful!

As I said, it’s a very weird way to start a book, but don’t worry. You’re not being left out. After this, there’s a section just for girls that the boys aren’t allowed to read either.

I can trust you to do this, can’t I? You’re not going to tell me that you’ll skip the next bit but then actually read it? Because if you read it, you’ll probably be mad at me, and then if you’re mad at me, I’m going to know you read it. Then I’ll be mad at you because you promised you wouldn’t, but you read it anyway. So we’ll both be mad at each other and we won’t have even started the book yet! No one wants that!
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FOR BOYS ONLY!

Okay, boys. First, have a quick look around and check there aren’t any girls reading this. Did you check? You’re sure? Not your sister? Not your mom? Even if you have a pet cat, and that cat’s a girl, then she shouldn’t be reading this section either. Okay? Good.

We have to talk about something quickly, before the girls come back.

Girls are gross. Like, really gross. For a start, they smell funny, right? Like strawberry lollipops or something. They’ll say it’s their lip balm, which in itself is disgusting. Have you ever tried that stuff? It’s like getting grease out of a tube and smearing it on your lips and then never wiping it off! They just walk around with slimy lips like ABSOLUTELY NOTHING IS WRONG WITH THAT!
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But it’s not just the lip balm. It’s the giggling. I mean, do you see us boys giggling like that? They tilt their heads toward each other as though their brains are talking, and they look over at us and giggle. It’s not like we’ve said anything particularly funny either. We haven’t done some awesome trick or told this great joke. It’s just because . . . well, actually, I have no idea why!

Anyway, I’ve gotten distracted. The reason I wanted to talk to you privately for a minute is because I have a feeling this book may turn into a . . . oh, I can’t even say it. I’m a bit worried that this book is going to be . . . well . . . a love story.

I know! I’m SO SORRY! It’s disgusting.

It’s not meant to be a love story, and maybe it won’t turn into one, but I have this horrible feeling . . . that it might. You know, like one of those movies your mom likes that she makes you watch while she says things like, “But it’s so sweet!” and “It’s just the most beautiful film.” And all you want to say is, “I wanted the one with all the lasers . . . and monsters . . . and monsters with lasers . . . who explode.”

So, I just wanted to start the book by saying I’m really sorry and I hope it doesn’t turn out awful or sweet or anything.

Okay, thanks, boys, and bye.
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All right, are we all back? Good. Thank you, girls, for not reading that last section. It’s your turn now.

Hey, boys. Do you mind just standing over there for a minute? Yeah, yeah, I know I’m a boy too, but I just need to talk to the girls for a second (mostly to make sure they weren’t listening to our private conversation).

You had your turn, all right? Can we just be cool about this? Thanks. I’ll buy you all candy.





FOR GIRLS ONLY!

Okay. Hello, my sisters!

What? Why are you looking at me like that? Is it because I made you skip the last section? Did you feel left out? I know, I know, I’m sorry . . .

No? That’s not the reason you’re mad? It’s the candy! I just told all the boys I’d buy them candy and I didn’t feed you anything. I am













































What did you think?

Kids all over the world are emailing Matt their Funny Kid reviews!

Email him yours!

matt.stanton@gmail.com
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mattstanton.net
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