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All praise is due to Allah, we praise Him, seek His help, and ask for His forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from the evils of ourselves and the wickedness of our deeds. Whomever Allah guides, none can misguide, and whomever He leads astray, none can guide. I bear witness that there is no deity but Allah, He is One with no partner. And I bear witness that Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, is His servant and messenger. 

To proceed, the best of speech is the Book of Allah, and the best of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him. The worst of matters are those that are newly introduced, and every innovation is a misguidance, and every misguidance leads to the Fire. 

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, says: O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and do not invalidate your deeds. 

My respected brothers in faith, Allah has created human beings so that they do good actions in this world and then go back to Allah. The wisdom and intelligence of a person is not judged by their doing of good actions or deeds, but rather by how they manage and protect their deeds after doing them. A wise person is not one who earns a lot, but a wise person is someone who, after earning, takes care of what they have earned. Whether it concerns matters of religion or worldly affairs, a wise person is not simply someone with a higher salary, but a wise person is someone who, after receiving their earnings, does not squander them. A wealthy person is one who does not waste their money after receiving it. For example, a person earns money, but after earning, they lose it, because they do not manage it well. Such a person is the one who wastes all their hard work and effort. Therefore, a wise person is not one who does a lot, although doing a lot of good deeds is indeed a good thing. However, just as important as doing good deeds is protecting those deeds from being wasted. It is important not only to do a lot but also to prevent the deeds from being lost. A person may work on a farm and have a great harvest, but if they do not protect the crops, they may not get the benefit of the harvest. If the person does not water it properly, or allow harmful weeds to grow and consume the crops, or neglect the pests that can destroy the harvest, and does not remove them, such a person cannot be considered a wise farmer. You may call them hardworking, but they cannot be considered successful. Therefore, the key thing is success, not just working hard. A person may work tirelessly but still get no results. Such a person cannot be called wise. If someone starts pushing a wall instead of a door, all their effort will be in vain, and there will be no result from their labor. Thus, a person must do two important things in life. First, they must choose the right actions from all available options and avoid doing wrong tasks. They must do the right things in the right way. 

Second, they must protect their efforts from being wasted after completing the actions. Just as after planting seeds, plowing the land, and working hard, the crops could still be destroyed, therefore even after sowing, a person must protect their efforts. Similarly, after performing good deeds, a person’s deeds could also be wasted. It is essential to protect these deeds from being wasted. In conclusion, performing good deeds is a matter of great fortune. A person who does good deeds could have committed sins, but instead, they chose to do good. They are obeying Allah and doing what is pleasing to Him. However, the real question is: how long will these good deeds last? These deeds should remain until the Day of Judgment when a person's deeds will be judged. These deeds should last until that day, and even on that day, they must be protected, because even then, deeds could be wasted. The person should stand before Allah, and Allah will then decree for them a place in Paradise. That person will enter Paradise, and that will be their true success. Now, they have succeeded.

"So whoever is saved from the Fire and admitted into Paradise has truly succeeded." The one who is saved from Hell and enters Paradise, that is the one who is truly successful. Simply doing good deeds does not make one successful. A person who does good deeds is successful if his actions are in accordance with the correct guidance and if Allah accepts his actions, and he does not perform other deeds that would nullify his good deeds, making them as if they were never done. And he preserves his good deeds until the Day of Judgment, and there his good deeds become a reason for his entry into Paradise. That is the successful doer of good deeds. That is why Allah, Lord of all the worlds, has said in the Noble Quran, "O you who have believed." The address is to those with faith, because one who lacks faith has no deeds to their name; their deeds are not accepted. For deeds to be accepted, faith is a necessary condition. 

A person who desires the Hereafter and strives for it sincerely and is a believer—those are the people whose efforts will be appreciated. A person who aims for success in the Hereafter and makes efforts for that success, provided they are a believer, such people’s efforts will be accepted.

Three points: "And whoever desires the Hereafter"—aims for success in the Hereafter with sincerity, "and strives for it sincerely," and makes the efforts that lead to success. Following the Sunnah: success does not come from any other effort. This is the path of the Sunnah, adherence, the Sunnah. "And he is a believer," provided that he is a believer, with faith, and has the correct beliefs. "Those are the people whose efforts will be appreciated." Therefore, sincerity of intent, adherence to the Sunnah, and faith: if a person possesses these three things, only then will his good deeds in the Hereafter be accepted. With correct beliefs (Aqeedah), doing good deeds purely for Allah, and performing actions in accordance with the Sunnah of the Prophet, peace be upon him, only these actions will be rewarded in the Hereafter. These are the actions that earn reward from Allah, that bring blessings, reward, and compensation, and that bring a good reward.

So it is known that for a person, faith is essential. That is why, in this verse, Allah addresses the believers, saying, "O you who have believed." O believers, obey Allah, and obey the Messenger, and further, what does it say? "Do not invalidate your deeds." Even the deeds of believers can be invalidated. Who is being spoken to? To whom is this address directed? The believers' deeds can also be wasted. And who is responsible for wasting them? The believers themselves. Look at the verse in the Quran: Allah’s Book has power in every word, eloquence in its structure, and importance in its arrangement. Why this word? O believers, this message is directed at the believers. So leave everyone else. Believers, do not be deceived, do not be complacent. Believers—we, as believers, obey Allah and His Messenger, and we follow the Quran and Sunnah. Okay, we are firm believers. Alright, so this message is directed at you. "O you who have believed." O believers, obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and do not invalidate your deeds yourselves.

"Do not invalidate"—the instruction is to the believers to not waste their deeds. A person himself can waste his own deeds. How? The details will follow. So, it is known that a person’s deeds can be nullified. Look when an action is bad, there’s no question of it not being wasted. 

When an action is wrong, there’s no question of it not being ruined. It’s good if it gets ruined.  It would be a blessing if the wrong actions were destroyed; this person will be saved. 

Here, which destruction of deeds is being talked about? Those that are good deeds. "ولا تبطلو" your deeds "اعمالکم." Do not destroy your own good deeds; imagine a person works hard to build a house and then personally brings in a bulldozer to demolish it. Who would call that person sensible? Someone sows crops, and when the harvest is ready, he sets fire to it himself. Or someone weaves a piece of cloth with great effort, only to tear it apart with his own hands. Or someone fills a pot with water and then contaminates it himself. Now, tell me, isn’t this destroying one’s own deeds? But no one would say that I do such things intentionally. Sometimes, a person does it without realizing it. Sometimes, a person thinks that his sin will not impact his good deeds. But a sin can ruin the good deed, just as good deeds forgive sins. Both are true. The basic belief of Ahl al-Sunnah wa'l-Jama'ah is that good deeds can act as an atonement for sins, and there are also sins that can destroy good deeds. Both are realities; they’re not the same thing. There is also the viewpoint that according to the sayings of the early pious generations (Salaf), we’ll examine this topic thoroughly at some point, InshaAllah. But today, we’re focusing on those sins that destroy good deeds. However, the fundamental principle and rule behind it can be studied in detail separately. Yet from this verse, one thing becomes clear: "ولا تبطلو اعمالکم" do not nullify your own deeds. Do not render your deeds void, such that the deeds become nullified in the sight of Allah. For only the truthful deed is accepted by Allah. A person himself  will not knowingly accept falsehood. To Allah, truth is what is accepted, while filth is not accepted by Him. Allah accepts what is pure. That is why the Prophet ﷺ said, "إِنَّ اللَّـهَ أَطَيِّبُ" "وَلَا يَقْبَلُ إِلَّا طَيِّبًا." Allah is Pure and only accepts what is pure. He accepts only what is clean and excellent, not what is inferior or filthy. So, we should look at our deeds to see if there are things that might invalidate our righteous actions, so that even after doing them, it
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