
Table of Contents

1.  Foreword

2.  Three Kingdoms Period

3.  Another Three Kingdoms Period?

4.  Six Kingdoms

5.  Chaos After The Tang Dynasty

6.  Song Dynasty 宋朝 (960–1279)

7.  Song's Early Conquests

8.  Yang Family Of Generals

9.  Song's Dynasty Truncated

10.  General Yangs

11.  General Yue Fei

12.  Song's Impressive Economic And Cultural Achievements

13.  Northern Song Dynasty

14.  Southern Song Dynasty

15.  Liao辽朝 (916–1125)

16.  Liao's Capital Shangjing City

17.  Liao's Culture

18.  Empress Dowager Xiao Of Liao

19.  Demise of The Liao Dynasty

20.  Jin金朝 (1115–1234).

21.  Jin's Capital Shangjing Huiningfu

22. Jin's Army

23.  Jin's War Against Liao

24.  Jin's Vassals

25.  Jin's War Against Song

26.  Jin's War Against Southern Song

27.  Decline Of Jin Dynasty

28.  Rise Of The Mongols

29.  End Of Jin Dynasty

30.  Qara Khitai (1124-1218)

31.  Xi Xia (1038-1227)

32.  End Of Song Dynasty

33.  Yuan Dynasty元朝 (1271-1368)

34.  End Of The Second Three Kingdoms Period

35.  What If?

36.  Modern Three Kingdoms?

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1.  ​Foreword

[image: ]


Another Three-Kingdom Period In Ancient China?: Song, Liao And Jin? Han, Khitan And Jurchen Rivalry?

Was the period of the three states of Song, Liao and Jin the second Three-Kingdom Period in China?

How did they get along with one another?

What was the end result of their constant wars against one another?

What could have been?

What if?
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2.  ​Three Kingdoms Period
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The classical Three Kingdoms period in Chinese history was the famous Wei Shu Wu 魏蜀吴 period following the collapse of the powerful Han dynasty in around 200 AD.
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3.  ​Another Three Kingdoms Period?
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Another three kingdoms Song, Liao and Jin 宋辽金 were in fierce competition with one another from 960 to 1118.

In 1118, Jin conquered Liao.

Then in 1234, Mongols conquered Jin, and then in 1279 Song as well.

In the course of these momentous events, Xi Xia西夏 and Tubo吐蕃 Tibet were also conquered by the Mongols.
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4.  ​Six Kingdoms
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Counting all in, there were actually 6 significant kingdoms in that period.

These were the Song, Liao and Jin trio, plus the Xi Xia, Tubo Tibet and Mongols trio.

So, altogether, almost contemporaneously at that time, there were 6 kingdoms in competition in that turbulent period.
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5.  ​Chaos After The Tang Dynasty
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All this happened after the dramatic collapse of the powerful Tang dynasty under the weight of internal power struggle, rebellions, and natural disasters.

The rebellion of a powerful frontier military governor An Lushan安禄山, and the peasant rebellion.led by Huang Chao黄巢 dealt serious blows to the Tang dynasty.

The period that followed the final collapse of Tang dynasty was known in Chinese history as the “5 dynasties and 10 kingdoms period五代十国”.

Then, out of the last of the 5 dynasties of Later Zhou, sprang forth the Song dynasty.
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6.  ​Song Dynasty 宋朝 (960–1279)
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Zhao Kuangyin赵匡胤, a powerful general of the Later Zhou usurped the kingdom in 960, and established the Song dynasty. 

He was to be known as Song Taizu宋太祖.

But, Song was to find itself contending with two other powerful kingdoms existing in northern China around that time, namely Liao and Jin.

This new period of post-Tang “Three Kingdoms" was to become what could be called the new version of the previous well-known post-Han “Three Kingdoms” Period.
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7.  ​Song's Early Conquests
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After establishing Song, the Song emperor Zhao Kuangyin then proceeded to conquer the remaining of the previously established 10 kingdoms in the south.

But in 976, he died in mysterious circumstances, and was succeeded by his brother Zhao Kuangyi赵光义, who proclaimed himself as Song Taijong宋太宗.
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8.  ​Yang Family Of Generals
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The new Song emperor Zhao Kuangyi then succeeded in conquering the last remaining kingdom of North Han from the previous period, and in the process, acquired the services of the famous Yang family of generals of Yang Ye杨业, who was a highly successful and respected general of the North Han kingdom.

The Yang family of prominent generals was to become the legendary Yang generals who led many of the crucial battles of the Song dynasty against the contemporaneous Liao dynasty, the Jin dynasty, and the Xi Xia empire.

The exploits of the Yang family of generals was to spawn numerous popular Chinese story books and Chinese operas.

From the real stories of Yang Ye's son Yang Yianzhao杨延昭 to his grandson Yang Wenkuang杨文广, the stories then got expanded dramatically to include Yang Ye’s fictional 8 sons and daughters-in-law, especially the legendary highly skilful and highly acclaimed lady general Mu Guiyeng.
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9.  ​Song's Dynasty Truncated
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The Song dynasty's vicious wars with the Jin kingdom was to eventually lead to Song breaking into two separate periods of Northern Song and Southern Song.

In the war leading to the humiliating Jingkang event in 1127, Northern Song (whose capital was at Bianliang, the current Kaifeng), was destroyed by Jin's forces.

The remaining royal Song family, officials and elite of the Song dynasty scrambled across the Yangtze river and moved south to reestablish the dynasty in the south as the Southern Song dynasty.

The Southern Song dynasty’s new capital was first established at Jiankang建康, today's Nanjing南京.

In the incessant wars with Jin, the Southern Song capital was later moved further south to Ling’an临安, known today as Hangzhou杭州.
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