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  Chapter 1: Early life and family history.


Not every genius has a happy childhood, Howard Phillips Lovecraft was born on August 20, 1890, in Providence, Rhode Island. He came from a small family, made up of his father Winfield Scott Lovecraft and Sarah Susan Phillips, both English. 
Lovecraft came from a distinguished Phillips family, beloved in Massachusetts since the 1630s. His paternal family was of British origin and his surname can be traced back to the 15th century.
His early life was marked by tragedy, harbouring a deep sense of sadness in his heart throughout his life. During his childhood he was despised by those close to him, becoming a distant child.
His father, Winfield Scott, was known as a traveling salesman, womanizer and swindler. When Howard was three years old, his father suffered a nervous breakdown and was admitted to a psychiatric hospital in Chicago, where he was diagnosed with paresis, a partial absence of voluntary movement that is a common symptom of multiple sclerosis, and a terminal case of neurosyphilis, and died five years later in 1898.  This caused his mother Sarah Susan Phillips, whose psychological problems were already great, to create a feeling of guilt and contempt towards Howard, educating him with hatred towards his father and all men, as well as constantly insinuating comments about how ugly he was, that he could not play with other children because they were inferior to him.
But on his deathbed, Winfield left his son a large fortune and his wardrobe of black jackets and vests with striped shawls, and a collection of cowls that years later would become Howard's trademark image. 
Likewise, as the years passed, Susan overprotected Howard to such an extent that she made him believe that he was especially good and unique, causing the famous writer to form an extravagant personality with little ability to integrate with other people, which led him to create a world full of fantasies in his imagination.
Howard, with brown eyes and golden hair, was not only a charming child but was also considered a child prodigy, at two years of age he began to recite poetry, at four he learned to read with ease and at five he excelled at writing with inks.
Being a sickly child due to his high intellect and his mother's contempt, he began to be homeschooled in the family home by his aunts Lillian Delora Phillips and Annie Emeline Phillips, taking refuge from the outside world in the library of his grandfather Whipple Van Buren Phillips where they spent hours making his imagination fly.  Due to this, he became an avid reader, passionate about classic stories, such as Thousand and One Nights, The Iliad and The Odyssey, inspired by the books of Edgar Allan Poe, Ambrose Bierce or Lord Dunsany, writers of the horror genre, Lovecraft began to have terrible nightmares during the nights, which with the passage of time, would become the protagonists of his famous stories. In his dreams he encountered the nocturnal beasts that grabbed him by the stomach and carried him into a grey void, leaving him alone in the darkness of the night in the mountains.
Over the years his hobbies were attracted by astrology and science. Fascinated by classical myths, he came to build altars in honour of gods such as Artemis, Apollo and Saturn.
Lovecraft was a solitary child who liked to frequent strange places such as caves, forests, groves, etc. Inspired by books, he recreated historical situations and trained himself by observing that which for ordinary people had no importance, but he loved it because it allowed him to give flight to his imagination by creating conversations with fairies in the forest, or mythical beings that inhabited the place.
At the age of eight, he had already read a large number of books that allowed him to discover that his favourite genre was crime and, because he was fascinated by the stories of Sherlock Holmes, he founded, with his friends, the Providence Detective Agency at the age of 13, giving it such importance that they carried police badge credentials, a magnifying glass, a whistle, etc. Within this adventure, the thirteen-year-old's friends carried pistols and water pistols, and Inspector Lovecraft sported his father's combat revolver.
As a teenager, he attended Hope High School for two and a half years but suffered a nervous breakdown before obtaining his diploma, and at the same time abandoning his dream of becoming a professional astronomer, which caused great disappointment until the end of his days.
Lovecraft maintained a strange personality.  He hated the daylight, but at night he woke up to read, write, walk the lonely streets and, above all, to dream. Lovecraft lived by, and for, his dreams. In them he experienced, as he said: "A strange sense of expectation and adventure, related to the landscape, to the architecture and to certain effects of the clouds in the sky".
During this time his imagination began to develop rapidly unlike the rest of the children, which caused him not to accept it, because when they wanted to play swords, Lovecraft preferred to build scenarios with his imagination, dragging in turn the comments of his mother, who did not like her son to be surrounded by ordinary children.
At this time Lovecraft had finally followed his passion as a writer, so he acquired a used Remington typewriter but resignedly never learned to write on it, so he dedicated himself to writing with two fingers, during this time his handwriting was legible, but as the years went by and his ideas were inspired, it began to be confusing.
Because of his knowledge of chemistry and astronomy, he began writing as an amateur in some limited-edition scientific journals in 1899. Then, at age 15, he began writing his first story, "The Beast in the Cave"; at sixteen, he wrote an astronomy column for the Providence Tribune.
One tragic day in 1904, his maternal grandfather who was one of the people he loved the most at his young age, and who had been a fundamental pillar in his life, passed away, greatly affecting the young Lovecraft. As the months passed, a series of bad decisions and mismanagement of family property, especially money, forced the Phillipses to leave their home and move into a duplex. These sudden changes in the life of Lovecraft affected his mood so that his mind only hovered over the idea of suicide since nothing made sense and only saved pain.  But during this time his intellectual curiosity allowed him to overcome all the adversities that life challenged him to face.
From 1904 to 1908 Lovecraft lived away from the outside world, with only his mother and aunts who watched over him and watched over his growth. During this time he focused on writing poetry, but one day, annoyed by the stupidity of the romantic stories of the time, he sent a letter to Argosy magazine complaining about the publications of one of the most popular writers of the time, Fred Jackson. 






  
  Chapter 2: Literary aspirations and early writings


Lovecraft, because of his beliefs and his different style of storytelling, was a great innovator of scientific journals, but especially of horror stories.  His unique writing treatment gave a different atmosphere to his stories, addressing themes such as science fiction and fantasy. 
In 1906 he had his first printed appearance, being that the Providence Journal published a letter of his in which, as a scientific materialist, he openly rejected astrology, in the same way during this year he worked in the newspapers of Rhode Island and Providence, making weekly publications, which allowed him to maintain "fame" among his schoolmates. Two years after working in the newspaper he was attracted to imaginative reading, so he began to write his first fantastic narratives, which were influenced by the scepticism of loneliness, within his story phrases:
"Human thought is the funniest and most daunting spectacle on Earth."
It should also be noted that one of his first stories was "The Alchemist," which he developed while he was in high school.
In 1914, the heated debate that raged in the op-ed column between Fred Jackson's supporters and Lovecraft's drew the attention of Edward F. Daas, president of the United Amateur Press Association, who invited Lovecraft to join them, an invitation he gladly accepted.
In 1916 the UAPA instilled a new intensity in Lovecraft's literary tendencies, taking him out of his comfort zone and encouraging him to write essays and poems for its magazine The Conservative. As time went on, Lovecraft, because of his outstanding writing and excellent work, was elected president of the United Amateur Press Association (UAPA).
Similarly, during this time Lovecraft had his first beginnings as an addictive author of horror literature, at the request of his friends he returned to fiction literature, with higher quality in his work creating stories of great interest for the time as:
Lovecraft's literary evolution went through three stages. First Gothic, which lasted from 1905 to 1920; The second is the dreamlike phase covering the period from 1920 to 1927 and the final phase based on cosmic philosophy (1927 to 1937), in which the universe is seen as a vast and hostile whole. His work is a reflection of his not-so-easy life. He lived in isolation, concentrated in his literary world, enchanted by works of imagination, and dedicated to creating and enjoying parallel worlds.
"The Dagon," is a terrifying story that shows what a person is capable of doing for survival, its protagonist is a sailor who narrates his story before making the decision to end his life, because during a tourist boat that is affected by a bad storm, what they do not know is that when they arrive at the island they find a mysterious surprise, its inhabitants are the protagonists of their worst nightmares, a strange mutation of humans with fish, during the passing of the days the sailor is invaded by terror in search of survival.
This same year Lovecraft's imagination did not stop creating stories that caught the reader's attention, so he published "The Tomb" (1922) which stands out for being a horror story that captures the reader's imagination; The story of little Jervas Dudley, recognized in his town for being a strange young man, who one day in one of his adventures in the forest comes across a crypt belonging to the Hyde family, fascinated by it every day is attracted by the tomb, his obsession increases as the nights go by until one day falls into a deep sleep at the entrance of the tomb.  This becomes a nightmare, but shows him the way to enter the mysterious mausoleum, but his passage is interfered by something intangible, his obsession with the tomb leads him to madness spending the rest of his days in an asylum, where he lives hallucinations caused by the mystery of his imagination.
In its beginnings, another of his outstanding stories was “Celefais,” which was published in 1920, where he tells us the story of Kuraner, a forty-year-old man who dreams of knowing a city called Celefais, this story is better known as the dream cycle of Lovecraft, as it tells us about how man navigates through his dreams and the city does not seem to exist.  His goal in writing this story was to demonstrate how imagination is a dangerous weapon that allows us to create new cities in order to escape from the dark reality we live.  Lovecraft plays with the reader giving a poetic and fantastic voice to the story.
Lovecraft's mind was a sea of adventure, constituted with numerous scenarios that opened space to stories like "The Stranger," a story Lovecraft wrote in 1921, but did not come out until five years later in 1926 published by Weird Tales magazine, this story leads us to a sinister narration about a man who seems to have had no contact with the world for many years, Lovecraft in his letters tells us that of all his tales this story is the most similar to his great idol, Edgar Allan Poe, although some critics say that this novel is based on his own life when he wrote, "I have always known that I am a stranger; a stranger in this century and among those who are still men". Because of his stories, many think that this story is a reflection of the image that the author had about himself.
Lovecraft's books created a before and after in the history of horror literature because this author was based on the creation of different worlds in the creation of his stories, he focused on writing scenarios in such a way that he created a cosmogony, capable of hooking the reader by his dark writing that will lead them to expand their imagination. In his beginnings, he was considered a ghostwriter, as he was in charge of selling his stories to magazines for a low acquisition cost, but during this course, he was able to transform the way of seeing and feeling fear with works such as:
"The Ceremonial" (1923) stands out for being set in the fictional city of Kingsport, it
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