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ABOUT THE BOOK

The Kennel Club’s Breed Standards are the basis for judging dogs at all licensed dog shows. This fully revised 5th edition of the authoritative guide outlines the descriptive Standards for 213 pure breeds of dogs with written Standards recognised by the Kennel Club, and provides photographic guidance for a further four recognised breeds currently without a written Standard.

This book has been completely updated by a panel of experts to incorporate the latest Standards for all breeds in each of the seven groups into which dogs are divided – Hound, Gundog, Terrier, Utility, Working, Pastoral and Toy. As well as providing beautiful colour photographs of each breed of dog, each entry contains a description of the breed, including origin, history and function as well as a full Breed Standard outlining the essential features of the breed. A Glossary of Canine Terms explains all the terminology used in the Breed Standards.

This book is essential reading for anyone who owns or hopes to own a pure-bred dog and is indispensable for breeders, judges and those professionally involved with dogs.


ABOUT THE KENNEL CLUB

Founded in 1873, the Kennel Club is the world’s oldest authoritative body dealing with dog breeds and Breed Standards. Today, the Kennel Club is concerned with promoting the general improvement of all dogs, encouraging responsible ownership and promoting canine health and welfare. It also jointly runs health screening schemes with the British Veterinary Association and through the Charitable Trust, funds the Kennel Club Genetics Centre at the Animal Health Trust, which is at the forefront of pioneering research into dog health.


ILLUSTRATIONS

Here: Her Majesty the Queen at Frogmore with her dogs, an oil painting by Terence Cuneo, 1974.
Her Majesty the Queen, the Patron of the Kennel Club, chose Frogmore Park, near Windsor, as the setting for this unusually informal portrait. ©The Kennel Club

Here: An Early Canine Meeting, an oil painting by R. Marshall, 1855.
An example of an early dog show, held at Jemmy Shaw’s tavern.

All artwork shown in the book is courtesy of the Kennel Club Art Collection unless otherwise stated.
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FOREWORD

— BY —
HRH PRINCE MICHAEL OF KENT

The middle of the 19th century found the prosperous and leisured Victorians with a passion for exhibitions and ‘instructive entertainment’. The first recorded organised dog show was held in June 1859 and from this point dog shows became popular throughout the country. In 1873 it was decided that a body was necessary to legislate canine matters. The Kennel Club was founded under the Chairmanship of Mr S E Shirley, MP, and was the first organisation of its kind in the world. One of the earliest undertakings of the newly formed Kennel Club was the compilation of a Stud Book containing records of shows from 1859 onwards. The Stud Book has been published annually ever since. In 2016, the Kennel Club granted licences for approximately 6,000 different canine activities and events.

The Kennel Club now recognises 217 breeds, which are divided into seven Breed Groups. Each of these breeds has a descriptive standard that details its essential features and sets them out in a logical sequence consistent for each breed. Since the last edition of this book, the Kennel Club has recognised several new breeds, some of them long established in their native countries. These have been subject to rigorous research by the Kennel Club’s Breed Standards and Stud Book Sub-Committee before being approved in this country.

There have been many new developments in the canine world; some are reflected in the Breed Standards themselves and others in initiatives of the Kennel Club. The Kennel Club is also concentrating on the function for which breeds were originally developed, and believes that dogs bred fit for their function will also be fit for life. Scientific progress and research have enabled the Kennel Club to launch more health schemes and DNA testing for hereditary problems to promote the health and welfare of pedigree dogs, which is the primary purpose of the Kennel Club.

This fifth edition of The Kennel Club’s Illustrated Breed Standards is an indispensable reference book and I recommend it to owners, breeders, judges and indeed anyone with an interest in pure-bred dogs.
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THE BREED STANDARDS

FIT FOR FUNCTION, FIT FOR LIFE

This book contains all the Kennel Club Breed Standards correct as of September 2016. These standards are an essential guide for all breeders, exhibitors and judges of pedigree dogs. They endeavour to provide the description of the perfect example of each breed.

From 1800 onwards, many authors drew together descriptions of ‘breeds’, sometimes rather exotic, which depicted existing dogs rather than set a standard of perfection at which to aim. The advent of competitive dog shows in 1859 required a basis for comparison and competition. At first, individual breed enthusiasts provided this. The foundation of Breed Clubs (starting with those for Bulldogs and Fox Terriers in 1876) allowed likeminded breeders to work together to develop their chosen breeds and the production of agreed standards was an important part of this.

One of the Kennel Club’s key roles is the regulation of all Breed Standards used by judges at Kennel Club licensed shows. This is done in consultation with Breed Clubs. The Kennel Club also recognises new breeds, which are usually imported and are initially placed in the Imported Breed Register to allow development time before open competition at shows. Breeds are allocated to groups according to their original function.

These standards have a uniform layout with the same clauses in each to make sure that the important points are covered. The aim is to give a word picture of the breed, which individual Breed Clubs may amplify with illustrated standards or, increasingly, by use of videos. The accompanying Glossary of Canine Terms (see here) explains many of the technical terms that are commonly used in standards.

Since the last edition of this book there has been an important addition to every Breed Standard: the introductory paragraph, which is fundamental in guiding judges and breeders to seek breed features without exaggeration. The reference in this paragraph to ‘correct colours’ is also important in the face of new and ‘non-standard’ colours which have appeared in some breeds: the results of some breeders seeking ‘novelty’ or ‘rarity’ and taking the opportunity to profit from a perceived rarity value. The practice is decried in the hope of maintaining breed type.

BREED TYPE AND HEALTH

In 2009 all Breed Standards were revised to ensure that the standards were not calling for features that might compromise the health and welfare of dogs. Any such features were removed or moderated – and any exaggeration of breed features is decried in the introductory paragraph. Whilst some Breed Standards underwent quite major changes, many needed no change. What is aimed for in every Breed Standard is breed type allied to soundness and good health.

[image: Image]
The Kennel Club Library, established in 1985, houses Europe’s foremost collection of canine information sources and artwork. Much of the research for the Illustrated Breed Standards was carried out in the library, which is open to the public by appointment.


BREED WATCH

Breed Watch was introduced onto the Kennel Club website in 2009 as a roll on/roll off guide to contemporary trends in breeds which could be potentially detrimental to a breed. Judges and breeders are recommended to use this facility to guide them in their decisions.

See Breed Watch on www.thekennelclub.org.uk

THE KENNEL CLUB CHALLENGE CERTIFICATE

This certificate, which is the top award a dog or bitch can achieve and is instrumental in a dog becoming a Champion, now contains the wording that underlines the Kennel Club’s insistence on breed type and good health. The certificate, which is signed by the judge awarding it, carries the statement:

‘Having assessed the dogs and penalised any features or exaggerations which I consider detrimental to their soundness, health or welfare, I am clearly of the opinion that (name of exhibit) owned by (name of owner(s)) is of such outstanding merit as to be worthy of the title of Champion.’

This gives the judge a strong focus on rewarding type with health, and type without exaggeration.


CLASSIFICATION OF BREEDS

The 217 breeds recognised by the Kennel Club are divided into seven Groups based upon their original function: Hound, Gundog, Terrier, Utility, Working, Pastoral and Toy Breeds were developed primarily for the service of humans, to help in their life and their work. Later, with further domestication, came the concept of dogs as companions, which for many breeds is the primary role in society today.

PEDIGREE DOGS IN MODERN SOCIETY

Society has changed and is in a constant state of change. Looking back it is easy to see that our relationship with the dog has also changed. Originally a servant to humans, aiding us in life by prowess in hunting, herding, guarding, vermin control and so on, dogs for the most part in 21st Century society serve as companions as many breeds are no longer required to fulfil the function for which they were originally bred. Scientific progress or social change has made them redundant, or marginalised: hunting with hounds has been banned; shooting with gundogs is a minority activity; vermin control by terriers has largely been replaced. Industrialised society has less need for the erstwhile service of the dog.

And yet many of the pedigree breeds flourish. The Labrador Retriever has remained for many years the most popular of family companions: a very small percentage of these have ever heard a gun or seen a pheasant. The Staffordshire Bull Terrier, long since removed from the fighting pit, is the most popular of terriers as a family pet. More and more in society we see the value of the pedigree breeds as family companions, loved for their appearance and for their temperament that thankfully have been maintained by responsible and caring breeders. That is one of the great benefits of acquiring a pedigree dog: buying from a responsible breeder is the best way of guaranteeing a dog which looks like the breed and has the temperament of the breed. ‘Breeding will out’ is a wise saying.

VULNERABLE NATIVE BREEDS

However, some of our native breeds are threatened by dwindling populations with fewer than 300 puppies registered each year. Many of these breeds are the victims of changing fashion: the trimmed terriers might be considered as ‘hard work’ by today’s society.

The 21st Century sees the threat of irresponsible breeders, especially in commercial breeds. Then there are also the newly fashionable ‘designer’ cross breeds, the often ill-thought-out crossing of breeds by people dissatisfied by the limited choice of hundreds of pedigree breeds, and in search of a novelty with a catchy hybrid name to give it a ‘cute’ public appeal. Sadly the combinations are largely un-researched for the compatibility of the temperament and health of the ensuing cross breeds.

It is good, therefore, to see that pedigree breeds retain their popularity, despite their critics. Crufts, the Kennel Club’s own show, and the biggest dog show in the world, still draws ever-increasing numbers of the public keen to see all aspects of pedigree dogs. Pedigree breeds are part of national culture and as such should be preserved. The Kennel Club strives in its work to achieve this.

HOUND GROUP

The breeds of the Hound Group can be subdivided into scent hounds and sighthounds. The scent hounds are dogs which track game by scent, often in packs. Many of them are shorter legged breeds, thereby closer to the ground to capture the scent, which is encased by their pendulous ears. The smaller breeds could be followed on foot because of their pace of working. The longer legged were often followed by horseback. In British rural society hounds have long been used for hunting game for the table and to keep down vermin. In Europe there was the same culture: the Dachshund, from Germany was bred specifically to track and go to ground after badgers, fox and other game.

The sighthounds are usually longer limbed and cover more ground in their work and some are followed on horseback. There is a rich variety in the sighthound category: the ancient Greyhound, the prototype for many of the sighthounds, the Whippet, the Deerhound and the Irish Wolfhound. From the Middle East and Africa the elegant Afghan, Saluki, Sloughi, and the Azawakh are much prized for their beauty and their hunting prowess. The long limbs and flowing bodylines often give the sighthounds great elegance.
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GUNDOG GROUP

Before the invention of the gun, dogs were used to find game by driving it into nets or chasing it to ground.

With the advent of the gun came more possibilities of killing game from greater distances and shooting birds in flight. Different ‘types’ of breeds of gundog were bred for specialised functions. Spaniels, the smallest of the gundogs, were used to flush game out of the undergrowth into the air where they could be shot. The longer legged Retrievers could pick up the game speedily and return it to the gun. The Setters and Pointers gained huge popularity with the advent of the gun, working at a greater distance from the guns, swift and stylish in their work, quartering the ground to pick up scent and freeze (‘point’ or ‘set’) to indicate the location of game: a wonderful sight, and then the flushing and retrieving processes could come into force.

The demarcation of gundog roles, established in the 18th Century, with Pointers and Setters locating game by scent, Spaniels flushing out game, and Retrievers bringing back the fallen game, still exists today. However, since the 20th Century the versatility of some other European breeds has found much favour as dogs which are capable in all of these tasks – a new type of all-purpose gundog, all of them bred in Continental European countries and many carrying similar blood in their genetic make-up. These include the German Shorthaired Pointer, the Hungarian Vizsla, the Weimaraner and others.
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Hungarian Wirehaired Vizsla



Gundogs, which win the required three Challenge Certificates to gain the title of Champion, receive instead the title of Show Champion (Sh Ch). As the Kennel Club is keen that owners and breeders retain the working instincts and ability in the gundog breeds, it is necessary for a dog to win an additional Field Trial Award, Diploma of Merit or Certificate of Merit or a Show Gundog Working Certificate to earn the full title of Champion (Ch).

Similarly, to be approved as a judge of a gundog breed in the show ring, prospective judges must attend a field trial or working test to appreciate the requirements of a working gundog in the hope that their choices in the show ring will be ‘fit for function’.

Although there are many owners of gundogs who have neither the desire nor the opportunity to train their dogs to the gun, it is good to know that many of the gundog breeds in the show ring have shown their capabilities in the field and are full champions. Crufts schedules a Working Class/Field Trial Class in all gundog breeds to endorse its wish to promote ‘fit for function’ dogs.

TERRIER GROUP

As the name suggests the terrier breeds were originally used to go to ground, to drive out foxes and other vermin. Most packs of hounds had a terrier man, who accompanied the pack, and terriers were often carried in a saddle pannier when hounds were followed on horseback.

It was not only for the mounted gentry that terriers proved their worth; for the working classes terriers proved their worth in the hunting of hare and rabbit for the table, and in both town and country the terriers were adept at keeping down vermin. Contests in the rat pit were a popular pastime.

Society has changed; hunting has declined and the methods of vermin control have changed too and the demand for working terriers is now much reduced. The population of many of the terrier breeds has declined and many are now classified as Vulnerable Native Breeds with fewer than 300 registrations per year. The Kennel Club is showcasing these breeds in the hope of regenerating interest in them: they are part of our cultural heritage. Perhaps another reason for their decline is the amount of grooming and trimming required to keep many of the terrier breeds looking smart.

However, the spirit and devotion of many of the terrier breeds have brought them popularity as family companions: the Border Terrier, the Norfolk and Norwich and the West Highland White enjoy continued favour. The Staffordshire Bull Terrier, long removed from his original function, is the most popular of terriers in the home.

A glance through the catalogue of terrier breeds will show the rich diversity of size, shape and coat. The quality of the terrier breeds in the show ring remains high.
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UTILITY GROUP

This diverse group is composed of breeds which today serve as household companions but which originally carried out a working or guarding role. Many of the breeds are exotic, from Japan, China and Tibet, with others from across Europe: these include the Schipperke, the Dutch barge dog, a vociferous guard and a good ratter; the Poodles once working as water retrievers and later finding popularity for their ‘chic’ smartness. Many of the spitz breeds from Germany and Japan became popular in the home. The Dalmatian became fashionable in England’s Regency Society as a decoratively spotted carriage dog – a showpiece for his owners but also capable of guarding the stables at night. The only native representative breed in the group is the Bulldog. With his original function of bull baiting outlawed, the breed became an icon of British spirit and his personality has endeared him to many and today he enjoys huge popularity as a family companion.

[image: Image]
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel



WORKING GROUP

The earliest relationship between man and dog was entirely functional and unsentimental: a dog was kept to hunt game for food and guard the home. In the 21st Century these functions still survive, albeit on a much reduced scale. Hunting with hounds has been outlawed; those who work dogs to the gun are relatively few; dogs kept purely to guard property are not numerous. However, the breeds that were developed for these purposes still exist and we should be happy with that as they are part of our cultural heritage. Man’s relationship with dogs has changed as society has changed: the carting dog of Switzerland, the Bernese, still fulfils that role but is more frequently found as a family companion. Fortunately the intelligence and adaptability of many of the breeds has been harnessed to give the dog a new role in today’s society. The Newfoundland, which once used to bring in fishermen’s nets and boats, is now used as a water rescue dog. In modern society dogs have been trained to work in new and more sophisticated roles as guide dogs for the blind and for the deaf, and for giving warning of the advent of epileptic fits. The service dogs of the police and the armed forces are trained to detect explosives.

Whilst the dog has become more socialised and domesticated, the relationship between man and dog has become more sentimental. Hence we see most breeds now living as family companions. However, the services of working dogs to modern society are still very evident in daily life.
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PASTORAL GROUP

The Pastoral Group consists of breeds used by shepherds and farmers to herd and guard their livestock, be it sheep, cattle, or reindeer.

Many of the breeds were established in times when rural society invested in livestock as a livelihood: the stock was valuable and so the dogs bred to work them and guard them were important.

Different breeds were developed to cope with the different terrains and climates where they were expected to work: many had to work in the extremes of climate and live outdoors all year so hardiness was essential. The corded coats of some of the Hungarian breeds protected them against the extremes of summer and winter weather: the Puli, lightly boned under the coat, was nimble enough to run over the backs of sheep as a short cut, whilst the imposing Komondor, strongly boned and sharp in nature, was an imposing flock guard with a long stride to cover a lot of ground easily. The low set heeler breeds: the Corgis, the Swedish Vallhund and the Lancashire Heeler were at the right height to nip at the heels of livestock to drive them forward. Here are just a few examples of how pastoral breeds developed to be truly fit for function.

[image: Image]
Bearded Collie



TOY GROUP

Perhaps it is the Toy Breeds that are a gauge of man’s changing relationship with dogs. The breeds are valued for their beauty and character: many have personalities that belie their size.

For centuries the companionship of decorative toy dogs has been recorded in the paintings of the great artists who depicted both noble and peasant life – whether in the Royal Courts of Europe or a rustic farmhouse there is often a dog present. The Imperial Courts of China saw ‘sleeve’ dogs carried in the ladies’ kimonos – the Pekingese – while in Europe the white Mediterranean breeds, loved for their size, luxurious white coats and contrasting dark pigmentation, were carried around in ornamental baskets; they were the ‘toys’ of the ladies of the household.

Interestingly many of the toy breeds are miniaturisations of sporting breeds – the Cavalier King Charles and the King Charles Spaniels are sporting spaniels in miniature; the Italian Greyhound is a miniature sighthound; the English Toy Terrier a miniature version of the Manchester Terrier. It is thought that the runts of the litters of sporting dogs were given to the ladies and then bred on for their diminutive size, charm and personality.

In modern society the toy breeds fit very well into family life in town or country and the popularity of many of the breeds is evident in the growing numbers of registration figures. The Pug, the Yorkshire Terrier, the Papillon and the Japanese Chin are just a few of the many toy breeds gaining new devotees.
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[image: Image]

Greyhounds in a Landscape (1910)
by Maud Earl
Courtesy of The Kennel Club Arts Foundation
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AFGHAN HOUND

Elegance in movement and carriage topped by a glamorous coat typify the sighthound from Afghanistan. The size range reflects the different terrains: the desert plains or the mountains. Long limbs, a long punishing jaw and amazing speed equip him for his job of hunting deer, gazelle and smaller game like the hare and the fox. It is thought that the Afghan may well have been developed from Salukis brought to Afghanistan from neighbouring Persia and the longer coat evolved as protection against the cold environment of the mountainous regions of Afghanistan.

BREED STANDARD

A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and appearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed. From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to have the potential to affect dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are requested to refer to the Breed Watch section of the Kennel Club website for details of any such current issues. If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the right measure. However if a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable or highly undesirable it is strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring.

GENERAL APPEARANCE Gives the impression of strength and dignity, combining speed and power. Head held proudly.

CHARACTERISTICS Eastern or Oriental expression is typical of breed. The Afghan looks at and through one.

TEMPERAMENT Dignified and aloof, with a certain keen fierceness.

HEAD AND SKULL Skull long, not too narrow, with prominent occiput. Foreface long with punishing jaws and slight stop. Skull well balanced and mounted by a long ‘top-knot’. Nose preferably black, liver permissible in light-coloured dogs.

EYES Dark for preference, but golden colour not debarred. Nearly triangular in appearance, slanting slightly upwards from inner corner to outer corner.

EARS Set low and well back, carried close to head. Covered with long silky hair.

MOUTH Jaws strong, with a perfect, regular and complete scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth closely overlapping lower teeth and set square to the jaws. Level bite tolerated.

NECK Long, strong, with proud carriage of head.

FOREQUARTERS Shoulders long and sloping, set well back, well muscled and strong without being loaded. Upper arm long and sloping. In profile this brings the elbow vertically below the wither. Forelegs straight and well boned, elbows close to ribcage, turning neither in nor out.

BODY Back level, moderate length, well muscled, back falling slightly away to stern. Loin straight, broad and rather short. Hipbones rather prominent and wide apart. A fair spring of ribs and good depth of chest.

HINDQUARTERS Powerful, well bent and well turned stifles. Great length between hip and hock, with comparatively short distance between hock and foot.

FEET Forefeet strong and very large both in length and breadth, and covered with long, thick hair; toes arched. Pasterns long and springy, pads well down on ground. Hindfeet long, but not quite as broad as forefeet; covered with long thick hair.

TAIL Not too short. Set on low with ring at end. Raised when in action. Sparsely feathered.

GAIT/MOVEMENT Smooth and springy with a style of high order.

COAT Long and very fine texture on the ribs, fore and hindquarters and flanks. In mature dogs, from the shoulder backwards and along the saddle, hair short and close. Hair long from the forehead backwards, with a distinct silky ‘topknot’. On the foreface hair short, ears and legs well coated. Pasterns can be bare. Coat must develop naturally. Any evidence of clipping or scissoring should be penalised.

COLOUR All colours acceptable.

SIZE Ideal height: dogs: 68-74 cm (27-29 in); bitches: 63-69 cm (25-27 in).

FAULTS Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its traditional work.

NOTE Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.
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AZAWAKH

The Azawakh takes his name from the Azawakh Valley in the Niger Basin in Africa, where he lived a nomadic life with the tribes of the Sahara. As sighthounds they were used mostly on gazelle, hunting in packs. They were much valued by their owners for their beauty and speed, rather like the Arabian horse. The Azawakh was also used as guardian of the camp.

The Azawakh is the most extreme of the sighthounds; leggy, slender with prominent hip bones and a very sensitive nature. They appreciate gentle handling at all times. They are intensely loyal to their owner.

BREED STANDARD

A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and appearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed. From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to have the potential to affect dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are requested to refer to the Breed Watch section of the Kennel Club website for details of any such current issues. If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the right measure. However if a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable or highly undesirable it is strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring.

GENERAL APPEARANCE Particularly high on the leg; the Azawakh gives a general impression of lean elegance. Bone structure and musculature are well defined beneath fine skin. This large sighthound is a racy dog whose body fits into a rectangle (higher than long).

CHARACTERISTICS A smooth haired sighthound, giving the impression of great slenderness, with flat muscles. Distant and dignified bearing. The movement is an essential point of the breed. Capable of great speed and endurance.

TEMPERAMENT Attentive, distant, reserved with strangers. Neither nervous nor aggressive. Affectionate and gentle with his family. This breed needs gentle and sensitive handling during the judging procedure.

HEAD AND SKULL Long, fine, lean and chiselled, rather narrow, cheeks flat. Skull flat, width less than half of the length of the head. Slightly marked frontal bones, and fairly flat over the eyes. Occiput clearly pronounced. Slight stop, muzzle refined towards nose without exaggeration. Skull and muzzle of equal length. Nostrils well open, nose either black or brown.

EYES Moderately large, almond shaped, set slightly obliquely. Eye rims pigmented. Eye colour dark or amber. Light eyes undesirable.

EARS Fine, set quite high, triangular in shape with rounded tips. Wide at the base, folding down and carried close to the head. Never carried as a rose ear. Raised at the base when attentive.

MOUTH Jaws strong with a perfect, regular and complete scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth closely overlapping lower teeth and set square to the jaws.

NECK Good reach of neck, long, fine and muscular, slightly arched. Skin fine without dewlap.

FOREQUARTERS Shoulders long, lean and muscular, only slightly slanting viewed in profile, meeting upper arm with very moderate angulation. Withers quite prominent. Upper arm long. Forelegs straight and long from elbow to pastern, set well under the body.

BODY Length of body to height ratio 9:10. Topline level or slightly rising towards hips. Loin short, lean and very slightly arched. Forechest fairly narrow. Chest well developed. Ribs long, slightly and evenly curved down to the sternum, reaching to just above the elbow. Underline of chest gently curved upwards to the belly, which is well tucked up. Croup oblique, without accentuated slant downwards.

HINDQUARTERS Long, with prominent, lean muscles, long second thighs. Hip bones prominent. Moderate angulation complements front angulation. When viewed from the rear hindquarters are parallel and vertical.

FEET Round in shape with fine, tightly closed toes. Pads pigmented.

TAIL Set low, long, thin, lean and tapered. Carried with tip slightly raised in repose. Can be raised above horizontal when moving or excited. Short, fine hair: never long. Preferably a white tip on the end of tail.

GAIT/MOVEMENT Always very supple (lissom) and with particularly high action at the trot and the walk, but never a hackney action. The gallop is bouncy. The Azawakh gives a great impression of lightness, even elasticity. The movement is an essential point of the breed.

COAT Skin fine, tight over all body. Hair short and fine, may have none on the belly. Never harsh or semi-long.

COLOUR All shades of light sand through to dark mahogany, with flecking limited to extremities. With or without a black mask or white blaze. Can have white forechest and preferably a white tip to the tail. Light to dark brindle with similar white markings. Feet must have some white hairs, preferably completely white extending up the pasterns. Never reaching to elbows, or above hocks.

SIZE Height at withers: Dogs 64-74cm (25-29 in); Bitches 60-70cm (23½-27½ in). Weight: Dogs 20-25kg (44-55lb); Bitches 15-20kg (33-44lb).

FAULTS Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its traditional work.

NOTE Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.
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BASENJI

The first Basenjis arrived in England in 1936 from the African Congo, where they had been used as an all-purpose hunter working by sight and by scent.

However their history extends back to the time of the Pharaohs and paintings in their tombs bear a resemblance to the breed. Gazelle-like in his elegance and with a stylish, swinging stride, he is catlike in his cleanliness and has no bark, which is replaced by a yodelling sound.

BREED STANDARD

A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and appearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed. From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to have the potential to affect dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are requested to refer to the Breed Watch section of the Kennel Club website for details of any such current issues. If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the right measure. However if a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable or highly undesirable it is strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring.

GENERAL APPEARANCE Lightly built, finely boned aristocratic-looking animal, high on leg compared with its length, always poised, alert and intelligent. Wrinkled head, with pricked ears, proudly carried on a well-arched neck. Deep brisket runs up into a definite waist, tail tightly curled presenting a picture of a well-balanced dog of gazelle-like grace.

CHARACTERISTICS Barkless but not mute, its own special noise a mixture of a chortle and a yodel. Remarkable for its cleanliness in every way.

TEMPERAMENT An intelligent, independent, but affectionate and alert breed. Can be aloof with strangers.

HEAD AND SKULL Flat, well-chiselled and medium width, tapering towards nose, with slight stop. Distance from top of head to stop slightly more than from stop to tip of nose. Side lines of skull taper gradually towards mouth, giving a clean-cheeked appearance. Fine and profuse wrinkles appearing on forehead when ears pricked, side wrinkles desirable but not exaggerated into dewlap. Wrinkles more noticeable in puppies, but because of lack of shadowing, not as noticeable in tricolours; black nose desirable.

EYES Dark, almond-shaped, obliquely set, far-seeing and rather inscrutable in expression.

EARS Small, pointed, erect and slightly hooded, of fine texture, set well forward on top of head, tip of ear nearer centre of skull than outside base.

MOUTH Jaws strong, with a perfect, regular and complete scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth closely overlapping lower teeth and set square to the jaws.

NECK Strong and of good length, without thickness, well crested and slightly full at base of throat with a graceful curve accentuating crest. Well set into shoulders giving head a ‘lofty’ carriage.

FOREQUARTERS Shoulders well laid back, muscular, not loaded. Elbows tucked in against brisket. When viewed from front, elbows in line with ribs and legs should continue in a straight line to ground giving a medium front. Forelegs straight with fine bone and very long forearms. Pasterns good length, straight and flexible.

BODY Balanced with short, level back. Ribs well sprung, deep and oval. Loin short-coupled, deep brisket running up into definite waist.

HINDQUARTERS Strong and muscular, hocks well let down, turned neither in nor out, with long second thighs and moderately bent stifles.

FEET Small, narrow and compact, with deep pads, well arched toes and short nails.

TAIL High set, with posterior curve of buttock extending beyond root of tail giving a reachy appearance to hindquarters. Curls tightly over spine and lies closely to thigh with a single or double curl.

GAIT/MOVEMENT Legs carried straight forward with a swift, long, tireless, swinging stride.

COAT Short, sleek and close, very fine. Skin very pliant.

COLOUR Pure black and white; red and white; black, tan and white with tan melon pips and mask; black; tan and white. Brindle, red background with black stripes, the more clearly defined the stripes the better. The white should be on feet, chest and tail tips. White legs, blaze and white collar optional.

SIZE Ideal height: dogs: 43 cm (17 in) at withers; bitches: 40 cm (16 in) at withers. Ideal weight: dogs: 11 kg (24 lb); bitches: 9.5 kg (21 lb).

FAULTS Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its traditional work.

NOTE Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.
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BASSET BLEU DE GASCOGNE

If Britain is the home of the terrier, a strong claim could be made for France as patron of many of the hound breeds, and the French centre for hunting at Chantilly is a wonderful living museum of these. The Bassets (the short-legged breed designed to be followed on foot) are varied in coat and colour and the Bleu de Gascogne from the South West of France is one of them, distinguished by the ‘blue’ mottled markings and tan points.

BREED STANDARD

A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and appearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed. From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to have the potential to affect dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are requested to refer to the Breed Watch section of the Kennel Club website for details of any such current issues. If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the right measure. However if a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable or highly undesirable it is strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring.

GENERAL APPEARANCE Smooth coated, athletic and aristocratic basset. Powerful but not too heavy.

CHARACTERISTICS Sagacious, lively hound possessing an excellent nose and a deep and sonorous voice.

TEMPERAMENT Audacious, curious and affectionate but somewhat reserved.

HEAD AND SKULL Wedge shaped, not too wide, skull domed with well-defined occipital point. Foreface long and slightly aquiline. Nose black with wide nostrils.

EYES Oval, preferably dark brown. Sad and gentle expression.

EARS Set below the eyeline, fine, curled in, ending in a point and extending just beyond the tip of the nose when drawn forward.

MOUTH Strong jaws with a regular scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth closely overlapping lower teeth, teeth and set square to the jaws. Black lips not exaggerated, slightly drooping, covering the lower jaw.

NECK Rather long, slightly arched with dewlaps showing but not excessive.

FOREQUARTERS Forelegs strongly boned, straight or half crooked acceptable. Shoulders well muscled but not heavy, well laid with good slope to upper arm.

BODY Chest deep extending to elbow with prominent sternum. Ribs well rounded. Back long, strong and level. Loin short and strong with slight arch. Can have slight tuck up.

HINDQUARTERS Strong and muscular. Stifles slightly bent and hocks well let down. Rear pasterns parallel when viewed from behind and set in a line under the points of buttocks.

FEET Strong, oval with black pads and nails.

TAIL Well set on, carried gaily, sickle fashion but reaching the ground when at rest. Broad at the base tapering to a point.

GAIT/MOVEMENT Balanced and easy with noticeable drive from hindquarters.

COAT Short, dense and not too fine.

COLOUR Black marked on a white base but covered entirely with black mottling which gives a blue appearance. Two black marks are found on head, covering each ear, enveloping eyes and stopping at cheeks. Above each eye a spot of tan gives breed a ‘four-eyed’ effect. Tan marks also found on cheeks, flews, inside ears, on legs and under tail. Some hounds completely mottled, but always have required tan marks.

SIZE Height at withers 30-38 cm (12-15 in).

FAULTS Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its traditional work.

NOTE Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.

[image: Image]
Basset Bleu de Gascogne



[image: Image]

BASSET FAUVE DE BRETAGNE

Reddish fawn and harsh coated, the Basset Fauve was developed in Brittany. He is a scent hound and is hunted in ‘couples’ and small packs.

BREED STANDARD

A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and appearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed. From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to have the potential to affect dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are requested to refer to the Breed Watch section of the Kennel Club website for details of any such current issues. If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the right measure. However if a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable or highly undesirable it is strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring.

GENERAL APPEARANCE Short-legged, rough-coated hound of moderate length.

CHARACTERISTICS Courageous, hardy, possessing good nose. Very nimble in movement.

TEMPERAMENT Lively, friendly and amenable.

HEAD AND SKULL Medium in length, well balanced. Skull moderately domed, fair width; occipital point well defined. Foreface of medium length, slightly arched; moderate stop. Underjaw strong and well developed. Nose black or very dark. Nostrils wide open.

EYES Slightly oval, neither too deep set nor too prominent. Dark, hazel, no haw apparent. Lively expression.

EARS Set on level with eye, extending to the nose when drawn forward, folding inwards ending in a point. Covered with finer, darker and softer hair than body.

MOUTH Jaws strong with a perfect, regular and complete scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth closely overlapping lower teeth and set square to the jaws.

NECK Rather short, muscular.

FOREQUARTERS Forelegs straight; slight crook acceptable; well boned with strong pasterns. Feet turning neither in nor out. Shoulders slightly sloping.

BODY Chest wide and deep. Sternum prominent. Ribs well rounded, carried well back. Level topline; strong loin.

HINDQUARTERS Strong and muscular. Stifles well bent, hocks well let down with good angulation, turning neither in nor out; just under body when standing naturally.

FEET Tight, pads firm and hard. Short nails.

TAIL Set on high, thick at the base, tapering to a point, reaching slightly beyond the hock when lowered, carried like a sickle when moving.

GAIT/MOVEMENT Quick, striding out well.

COAT Very harsh, dense and flat. Never long or woolly.

COLOUR Fawn, gold-wheaten or red-wheaten. White spot on chest permissible.
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SIZE Height at withers 32-38 cm (12½-15 in).

FAULTS Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its traditional work.

NOTE Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.
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BASSET GRIFFON VENDEEN (GRAND)

The tallest of the Basset breeds, the Grand (GBGV) is built on long lines: the longest legs of the Basset family, the longest body, longest ears and a noble head. He is rough coated and should retain a rustic appearance. He was originally used for hunting hare and rabbit.

BREED STANDARD

A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and appearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed. From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to have the potential to affect dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are requested to refer to the Breed Watch section of the Kennel Club website for details of any such current issues. If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the right measure. However if a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable or highly undesirable it is strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring.

GENERAL APPEARANCE Well-balanced, medium height, rough-coated hound. Slightly longer than height at withers, with straight forelegs. A friendly and intelligent looking hound with noble bearing.

CHARACTERISTICS A strong, active and courageous hound, possessing great stamina, with a good voice freely used.

TEMPERAMENT Happy and outgoing. Independent and a little stubborn, not easily agitated, yet willing to please with firm handling.

HEAD AND SKULL A noble head, carried proudly. Skull domed, without heaviness, elongated and not too wide. Well cut away under the eyes. Occipital bone well developed. Stop clearly defined. Muzzle square at its extremity, noticeably longer than from stop to occiput. Bridge of nose slightly roman. Nose protruding, well developed with wide open nostrils. Solid colour. Black except in white/lemon, white/orange coats where brown is tolerated. Lips well developed, just covering the lower jaw and giving the front of the muzzle a square shape. Well covered with long hair, forming good beard and moustache.

EYES Large, dark and oval, showing no white, with a friendly, intelligent expression. Haw not visible. Long eyebrows, standing forward but not obscuring eyes.

EARS Supple, narrow and fine, covered with long hair, folding inwards, ending in an oval shape, reaching to just beyond the tip of the nose; set on low, not above the line of the eye.

MOUTH Jaws strong with perfect, regular and complete scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth closely overlapping lower teeth and set square to the jaws.

NECK Long and strong, set into well-laid shoulders; thicker at the base; without dewlap.

FOREQUARTERS Shoulders clean and well laid back; elbows close to the body, never turning out. Forelegs straight, thick and well boned. Pasterns strong and slightly sloping. Knuckling over is unacceptable.

BODY Back of good length, without exaggeration, with level topline. Slight rise over solid, well-muscled loin. Prominent forechest, brisket broad and deep. Ribs moderately rounded, well let down to elbow and extending well back. Flanks rather deep, belly never tucked up.

HINDQUARTERS Well boned, strong and muscular with moderate bend of stifle. Heavily muscled thighs with well-defined second thigh. Hocks turning neither in nor out.

FEET Large and tight padded. Pads firm and solid. Nails strong and short.

TAIL Rather long. Set on high, thick at the base, tapering gradually, well furnished with hair, carried proudly sabre-like or slightly curved but never too far over the back or bent at the tip.

GAIT/MOVEMENT Free with great drive. Front action straight and reaching well forward; hind action easy and elastic, hocks turning neither in nor out.

COAT Rough, of moderate length, with a flat structure, never silky or woolly, fringing not too abundant; thick undercoat. The coat may be tidied, but over-trimming or stylising should be penalised.

COLOUR White, with any combination of lemon, orange, sable, grizzle or black markings. Tricolour.

SIZE Height at withers: dogs 40-44 cm (15¾-17½ in); bitches 39-43 cm (15½-17in). A tolerance of 1cm (⅜in) more or less is permissible.

FAULTS Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its traditional work.

NOTE Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.
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BASSET GRIFFON VENDEEN (PETIT)

The ‘PBGV’ has gained much popularity since his arrival in the UK: he is smart in appearance and appealing in character. Smaller and with more moderate proportions than his Grand cousin, he too needs regular grooming of his crisp coat but he should remain rustic in appearance and free from excessive trimming.

BREED STANDARD

A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and appearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed. From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to have the potential to affect dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are requested to refer to the Breed Watch section of the Kennel Club website for details of any such current issues. If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the right measure. However if a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable or highly undesirable it is strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring.

GENERAL APPEARANCE Well-balanced, short-legged, rough-coated, compact hound. Alert outlook and lively bearing.

CHARACTERISTICS A strong, active hound capable of a day’s hunting, with a good voice purposefully used.

TEMPERAMENT Happy, extrovert, independent, yet willing to please.

HEAD AND SKULL Head carried proudly. Skull of moderate length, slightly domed, not too wide, oval when viewed from above. Well cut away under eyes. Occiput moderately well developed. Stop clearly defined. Muzzle square, length from nose to stop slightly less than from stop to occiput. Underjaw strong and well developed. Nose black, large and prominent, with wide nostrils. Lips covered with long hair forming beard and moustache.

EYES Large, dark and oval, showing no white, with a friendly, intelligent expression. Haw not visible. Long eyebrow hair standing forward, but not obscuring eyes.

EARS Supple, narrow and fine, covered with long hair, folding inwards, ending in an oval shape. Not reaching beyond the tip of the nose. Set on low, just below the line of the eye.

MOUTH Jaws strong with a perfect, regular and complete scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth closely overlapping lower teeth and set square to the jaws.

NECK Long and strong, thicker at the base, well set into shoulders; without dewlap.

FOREQUARTERS Shoulders clean and well laid back. Upper arm approximately equal in length to the shoulder. Elbows close to body. Forearms straight when viewed from the front and well boned in proportion to size. Pasterns strong and slightly sloping. Knuckling over is unacceptable.

BODY Back of medium length. Length of body measured from point of shoulder to point of buttock exceeds height at withers at a ratio of approximately 7:5. Chest deep with prominent sternum. Ribs moderately rounded, well let down to elbow and extending well back. Level topline. Strong, short, well-muscled loins. Croup well muscled and of good width.

HINDQUARTERS Strong and muscular with good bend of stifle. Well-defined second thigh. Hocks well let down and turning neither in nor out.

FEET Hard, tight padded, not too long. Nails strong and short.

TAIL Of medium length, reaching no further than the hock when lowered. Set on high, thick at the base, tapering gradually, well furnished with hair. Carried proudly, sabre-like when moving.

GAIT/MOVEMENT Free at all paces, with good drive. Front action straight and reaching well forward; hocks turning neither in nor out.

COAT Rough, not too long and without exaggeration; harsh to the touch, with thick undercoat, never silky or woolly. For show purposes the coat may be tidied, but a natural appearance must be retained. Trimming or stylising should be penalised.

COLOUR White with any combination of lemon, orange, sable, grizzle or black markings. Tricolour.

SIZE Height at withers 34-38 cm (13½-15 in). A tolerance of 1cm (⅜in) more or less is permissible.

FAULTS Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its traditional work.

NOTE Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.
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BASSET HOUND

It is thought that the Basset was bred for hunting by French monks in the Middle Ages. Certainly he was known to be hunting in packs in the 16th Century and receives some mention by Shakespeare in his plays. Low to ground, with long fine ears, which were used to enclose the scent, he has enough substance to get him through thick undergrowth and he is furnished with pliable, elastic skin for protection. However these two functional features must not be exaggerated and the breed should retain athletic fitness and good ground clearance to keep him fit for his original purpose.

BREED STANDARD

A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and appearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed. From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to have the potential to affect dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are requested to refer to the Breed Watch section of the Kennel Club website for details of any such current issues. If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the right measure. However if a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable or highly undesirable it is strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring.

GENERAL APPEARANCE Short-legged hound of considerable substance, well balanced, full of quality. It is important to bear in mind that this is a working hound and must be fit for purpose, therefore should be strong, active and capable of great endurance in the field.

CHARACTERISTICS Tenacious hound of ancient lineage which hunts by scent, possessing a pack instinct and a deep melodious voice.

TEMPERAMENT Placid, never aggressive or timid. Affectionate.

HEAD AND SKULL Domed with some stop and occipital bone prominent; of medium width at brow and tapering slightly to muzzle; general appearance of foreface lean not snipy. Top of muzzle nearly parallel with line from stop to occiput and not much longer than head from stop to occiput. There may be a small amount of wrinkle at brow and beside eyes. In any event skin of head supple enough as to wrinkle slightly when drawn forward or when head is lowered. Flews of upper lip overlap lower substantially. Nose entirely black except in light-coloured hounds when it may be brown or liver. Large and well-opened nostrils may protrude a little beyond lips.

EYES Lozenge-shaped neither prominent nor deep-set, dark but may shade to mid-brown in light coloured hounds. Expression calm and serious. Light or yellow eye highly undesirable.

EARS Set on low, just below line of eye. Long; reaching only slightly beyond end of muzzle of correct length, but not excessively so. Narrow throughout their length and curling well inwards; very supple, fine and velvety in texture.

MOUTH Jaws strong, with a perfect, regular and complete scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth closely overlapping lower teeth and set square to the jaws.

NECK Muscular, well arched and fairly long with pronounced but not exaggerated dewlap.

FOREQUARTERS Shoulder blades well laid back; shoulders not heavy. Forelegs short, powerful and with great bone; elbows turning neither in nor out but fitting neatly against side. Upper forearm inclined slightly inwards, but not to such an extent as to prevent free action or to result in legs touching each other when standing or in action; forechest fitting neatly into crook when viewed from front. Knuckling-over highly undesirable. Some wrinkles of skin may appear on lower legs, but this must on no account be excessive.

BODY Long and deep throughout length, breast bone prominent but chest neither narrow nor unduly deep. There should be adequate clearance between the lowest part of the chest and the ground to allow the hound to move freely over all types of terrain. Ribs well rounded and sprung, without flange, extending well back. Back rather broad and level; withers and quarters of approximately same height, though loins may arch slightly. Back from withers to onset of quarters not unduly long.

HINDQUARTERS Full of muscle and standing out well, giving an almost spherical effect when viewed from rear. Stifles well bent. Hocks well let down and slightly bent under but turn neither in nor out and just under body when standing naturally. Some wrinkles of skin may appear between hock and foot, and at rear of joint a slight pouch of skin may be present, but on no account should any of these be excessive.

FEET Large, well-knuckled up and padded. Forefeet may point straight ahead or be turned slightly outwards but in every case hound always stands perfectly true, weight being borne equally by toes with pads together so that feet would leave an imprint of a large hound and no unpadded areas in contact with ground.

TAIL (Stern) well set on, rather long, strong at base, tapering, with moderate amount of coarse hair underneath. When moving, stern carried well up and curving gently, sabre-fashion, never curling or gay.

GAIT/MOVEMENT Most important to ensure that the hound is fit for purpose. Smooth, powerful and effortless action with forelegs reaching well forward and hind legs showing powerful thrust, hound moving true both front and rear. Hocks and stifles never stiff in movement, nor must any toes be dragged.

COAT Smooth, short and close without being too fine. Whole outline clean and free from feathering. Long hair, soft coat or feathering highly undesirable. Skin is supple and elastic without any exaggeration.

COLOUR Generally black, white and tan (tri-colour); lemon and white (bi-colour); but any recognised hound colour acceptable.

SIZE Height: 33-38 cm (13-15 in) at withers.

FAULTS Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its traditional work.

NOTE Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.
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BAVARIAN MOUNTAIN HOUND

The Bavarian Mountain Hound was developed as a scent hound to track down wounded game. Designed to work on steep mountain slopes, the Bavarian Mountain Hound is agile and athletic. It is thought that the breed is, in some respects, a smaller version of the Hanoverian Hound, a small German Bloodhound, which played a large part in its ancestry.

BREED STANDARD

A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and appearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed. From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to have the potential to affect dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are requested to refer to the Breed Watch section of the Kennel Club website for details of any such current issues. If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the right measure. However if a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable or highly undesirable it is strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring.

GENERAL APPEARANCE A well-balanced, lightly built, muscular and powerful, clean-cut hound, of medium size. Body slightly longer than high.

CHARACTERISTICS A natural ability to hunt cold scent with perseverance and endurance.

TEMPERAMENT Calm, devoted to owner, biddable, reserved with strangers, not shy or aggressive.

HEAD AND SKULL Moderately broad. Skull flat, with no pronounced occiput. Well-defined stop. Muzzle shorter than skull, moderately broad, lips pendulous of medium thickness, well pigmented with corner of lips clearly visible. Nose of moderate size with well-open nostrils. Black or dark red.

EYES Medium size, not too large or too round. Dark brown or hazel, alert expression. Well-fitting lids, eye rims well pigmented.

EARS Heavy. Set moderately high. Broad, rounded at tips. Hanging close and flat to head. Reaching no further than the nose.

MOUTH Jaws strong with a perfect regular and complete scissor bite, set square to the jaw.

NECK Strong, of medium length. Skin somewhat looser on throat.

FOREQUARTERS Muscular and strongly boned. Shoulders well laid back. Upper arm long. Elbows close fitting to body. Forelegs straight and parallel when viewed from the front; standing well under the body when viewed from side. Pasterns strong, slightly sloping.

BODY Back strong and supple. Topline rising slightly from withers to long, level croup. Ribcage oval, deep, long and reaching far back. Loin short, broad and well muscled. Slight tuck up.

HINDQUARTERS Good angulation, strongly boned and well muscled. Upper thigh broad. Lower thigh relatively long. Hocks well let down. Rear pasterns vertical and parallel.

FEET Strong, turning neither in nor out. Oval feet with well-arched, tight toes. Pads well cushioned and pigmented. Nails black or horn colour.

TAIL Set high, tapering, of moderate length, not reaching below hock. Carried level or slightly lower than back.

GAIT/MOVEMENT Light, springy, ground covering with good reach in front and strong drive from the rear.

COAT Dense and close fitting, moderately harsh, finer on head and ears.

COLOUR Deer red, tan or fawn, any of which may be interspersed with black hairs, or brindle. The back and tail generally being more intense in colour. Muzzle and leathers darker in colour. A small, light coloured patch on chest allowed.

SIZE Height: dogs: 47-52cm (18½-20½ in); bitches 44-48 cm (17½-19 in).

FAULTS Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its traditional work.

NOTE Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.
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Bavarian Mountain Hound
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BEAGLE

The Beagle is the smallest of the British pack hounds bred to hunt hare, and to be followed on foot, hence appealing to those who could not follow the larger scent hounds on horseback. The breed was established in England by the 15th Century. Queen Elizabeth I kept a pack of miniature Beagles small enough to be carried in a saddle pannier or a pocket. The miniature version has fallen out of favour in the UK but in the USA the breed is shown in two varieties and the smaller one is known as the Pocket Beagle.

BREED STANDARD

A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and appearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Absolute soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed. From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to have the potential to affect dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are requested to refer to the Breed Watch section of the Kennel Club website for details of any such current issues. If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the right measure. However if a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable or highly undesirable it is strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring.

GENERAL APPEARANCE A sturdy, compactly built hound, conveying the impression of quality without coarseness.

CHARACTERISTICS A merry hound whose essential function is to hunt, primarily hare, by following a scent. Bold, with great activity, stamina and determination. Alert, intelligent and of even temperament.

TEMPERAMENT Amiable and alert, showing no aggression or timidity.

HEAD AND SKULL Fair length, powerful without being coarse, finer in the bitch, free from frown and wrinkle. Skull slightly domed, moderately wide, with slight peak. Stop well defined and dividing length, between occiput and tip of nose, as equally as possible. Muzzle not snipy, lips reasonably well flewed. Nose broad, preferably black, but less pigmentation permissible in lighter coloured hounds. Nostrils wide.

EYES Dark brown or hazel, fairly large, not deep set or prominent, set well apart with mild, appealing expression.

EARS Long, with rounded tip, reaching nearly to end of nose when drawn out. Set on low, fine in texture and hanging gracefully close to cheeks.

MOUTH The jaws should be strong, with a perfect, regular and complete scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth closely overlapping lower teeth and set square to the jaws.

NECK Sufficiently long to enable hound to come down easily to scent, slightly arched and showing little dewlap.

FOREQUARTERS Shoulders well laid back
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BLOODHOUND



BREED STANDARD
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BORZOI



BREED STANDARD
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Borzoi
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CIRNECO DELL’ETNA


BREED STANDARD
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Cirneco Dell’Etna
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Dachshund (Long Haired)


DACHSHUND




BREED STANDARD
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Dachshund (Smooth Haired)
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Dachshund (Wire Haired)
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Dachshund (Miniature Long Haired)
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Dachshund (Smooth Haired)
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Dachshund (Wire Haired)
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Dachshund (Miniature Smooth Haired)
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Dachshund (Miniature Long Haired)
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Dachshund (Long Haired)
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DEERHOUND


BREED STANDARD
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Deerhound
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FINNISH SPITZ


BREED STANDARD
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Finnish Spitz
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FOXHOUND



BREED STANDARD
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Foxhound
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GRAND BLEU DE GASCOGNE


BREED STANDARD
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Grand Bleu de Gascogne
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GREYHOUND


BREED STANDARD
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Greyhound
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GRIFFON FAUVE DE BRETAGNE


BREED STANDARD
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Griffon Fauve de Bretagne
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HAMILTONSTOVARE


BREED STANDARD
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Hamiltonstovare
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IBIZAN HOUND


BREED STANDARD
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Ibizan Hound
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IRISH WOLFHOUND



BREED STANDARD
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Irish Wolfhound
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NORWEGIAN ELKHOUND



BREED STANDARD
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Norwegian Elkhound
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OTTERHOUND


BREED STANDARD
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Otterhound
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PHARAOH HOUND


BREED STANDARD
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Pharaoh Hound
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PORTUGUESE PODENGO (WARREN HOUND)



BREED STANDARD
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Portuguese Podengo (Warren Hound)
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RHODESIAN RIDGEBACK


BREED STANDARD
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Rhodesian Ridgeback
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SALUKI


BREED STANDARD
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Saluki
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SEGUGIO ITALIANO



BREED STANDARD
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Segugio Italiano
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SLOUGHI


BREED STANDARD
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Sloughi
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WHIPPET



BREED STANDARD
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Whippet
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