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To my mom—for taking me to the library when I was a kid. 

 



I wouldn’t be a writer today without all those childhood trips. You have given me more than you will ever know.








  
  Author Note


Write Your Own Cake: Tips for Writing a Long Series is a 2,100-word essay about writing and worldbuilding. The first essay in this series is Write Your Own Cake: A Worldbuilding Essay. 






  
  Write Your Own Cake

Tips for Writing a Long Series


I love writing book series. Currently, I’m the author of nine different book series in a variety of genres, including epic fantasy, urban fantasy, young adult fantasy, paranormal romance, and science-fiction fantasy. Some of my series feature three books; others contain nineteen books. 
Why do I like writing books in a series so much? I write in first person, so I love creating characters, following them on different adventures, and watching them grow, learn, and change. 
Writing a series also seems more efficient to me. What do I mean by that? Well, with any book you write, you must build/create a world, whether it’s a fantasy book about mythological creatures, a small-town romance about childhood sweethearts, or a science fiction story that features aliens. If you do all that work to create your world, then you might as well turn that one book into a series and follow your characters through more stories. Plus, many readers enjoy visiting the same characters again and again. 
Over the years, many folks have asked how I set up my characters, worldbuilding, magic system, and more when it comes to writing a series. Here are some of my tips and tricks.

      [image: image-placeholder]DON'T LIMIT YOUR WORLDBUILDING

Whether you are writing fantasy, science fiction, romance, or another genre, one of the most important things to think about is your worldbuilding. This is especially true if you are planning to write a long series. 
In the first few books in a series, consider leaving your worldbuilding a little open-ended. For example, if you are writing a paranormal romance series about werewolves, you might not want to say “Only werewolves exist in this world! No vampires allowed!” because odds are, at some point, you will get a cool idea for a vampire story. Or a witch story. Or whatever paranormal being/creature that you’ve explicitly said doesn’t exist in your world. 
If you suddenly add in a new paranormal being/creature, readers will notice—and probably comment on it. So don’t paint yourself into a corner and be forced to give up a great story idea just because way back in book #1, you said that vampires don’t exist in your world. 

      [image: image-placeholder]GIVE YOURSELF ROOM TO GROW

My Elemental Assassin urban fantasy series currently stands at nineteen books, along with several novellas and short stories. In the series, I have four main kinds of elementals—Air, Fire, Ice, and Stone—along with offshoots of those areas, like electricity, acid, water, and metal. Vampires, giants, and dwarves also exist in my Elemental Assassin world. 
That’s eleven different kinds of magic/paranormal beings that I can write about in any book/story. Plus, I can combine many of those powers and have different characters use their powers in different ways. No matter what kind of world/series you are creating, give yourself some room to grow and plenty of magic/powers for your heroes and villains to use in future books. 
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Consider including a variety of tropes in your books. For fantasy books, tropes might include the chosen one with the great destiny or the unexpected heroine who is stronger than she realizes. For romance, it could be enemies to lovers, grumpy/sunshine, or fake dating, just to name a few. 
Different tropes can help keep your series fresh for both you as an author and for readers. Plus, they can also be an entry point for readers later in a series. 
Everyone has their favorite tropes, and I am much more likely to pick up a book if it has a trope that I enjoy. For example, I love royal- and holiday-themed romances, and I will buy just about any book with those tropes, even if it’s book #7 in a series and I haven’t read the previous six books. 
If you write a trope a reader loves, and they enjoy your characters and writing style, then they might just check out the other books in your series. 

      [image: image-placeholder]INCLUDE STORY ELEMENTS FROM OTHER GENRES

In addition to writing different tropes, consider including story elements from other genres in your books/series. 
One thing I love about writing fantasy is that you can mix in just about any story element you want with a magical world. For example, Deadly Sting, book #8 in my Elemental Assassin series, focuses on a heist/robbery at an art museum, while Snared, book #16, features a serial-killer storyline. 
Bringing in a story element from another genre and having your characters solve a mystery, go on a treasure hunt, or compete in a tournament can be another way to keep a series fresh for both you as an author and for readers. 
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One of the hardest things about writing a long series is giving readers the characters, relationships, and settings they love without writing the same book again and again. This is especially true if you are writing in first person about one main character (as I so often do).
It’s a tricky balance between delivering the things that made readers fall in love with your characters, books, and series in the first place and offering them something new at the same time.
One way I tackle this is by having my characters go to new places in each book. I tend to think of these places like set pieces in a movie. For example, in my Elemental Assassin series, my heroine Gin Blanco owns a barbecue restaurant called the Pork Pit. That’s one of the major set pieces in the series, and a couple of scenes/chapters usually take place at the restaurant in every book/story/novella. 
But I also try to include at least one new major location/set piece in each book. For example, Gin has been out in the woods, up in the mountains, in a bank, in an office building, in a nightclub, in a cemetery, and more. Think about the different

      [image: image-placeholder]

      [image: image-placeholder]

      [image: image-placeholder]

      [image: image-placeholder]

      [image: image-placeholder]

      [image: image-placeholder]

      [image: image-placeholder]




OEBPS/cover.jpeg
JENNIFER ESTEP





OEBPS/images/e087d7b3-2f8f-4c66-a5ed-3d58e2cd5d90.png





OEBPS/images/2ee0e07c-188b-48f4-a46a-b47b411068f1.jpeg
TIPS FOR WRITING A LONG SERIES

JENNIFER ESTEP







