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DEDICATION:


This work is dedicated, first of all, to my
partner, Kazuya Numazawa. He always keeps my interest in
photography up and makes me keep striving for the perfect photo. He
also often makes me think of the expression “when the going gets
tough, the tough keep going.” Without my partner it has to also be
noted that I most likely would not have climbed any of these
mountains.

 


Secondly, it is dedicated to my mother and
father, bless them, for tolerating and even encouraging my
photography hobby from the time I was 12 years old.

 


And, finally, it is dedicated to my friends
who have encouraged me to create books of photographs which I have
taken while doing mountain climbing.
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“Climb the mountains and
get their good tidings. Nature's peace will flow into you as
sunshine flows into trees. The winds will blow their own freshness
into you, and the storms their energy, while cares will drop away
from you like the leaves of Autumn.”

― John Muir, The Mountains
of California

 


“Chasing angels or fleeing
demons, go to the mountains.”

― Jeffrey
Rasley

 


 


 


FOREWORD




What is the purpose of
this series of books? It is to show you, in photographs, some of
the astounding sights and scenery we have seen while climbing the
mountains included herein. At this time we have climbed 14 of
Japan’s 100 Famous Mountains. The ones we have climbed are:
1) Mt. Daisetsu (2,290 m)
(大雪山) = Mt. Asahidake
(旭岳); 2) Mt. Chokai (2,236 m)
(鳥海山); 3) Mt. Gassan (1,984 m)
(月山); 4) Mt. Hakkoda (1,584 m)
(八甲田山); 5) Mt. Zao (1,841 m)
(蔵王山); 6) Mt. Kumotori (2,017 m)
(雲取山); 7) Mt. Kusatsu-Shirane
(2,171 m) (草津白根山); 8) Mt. Shibutsu (2,228 m)
(至仏山); 9) Mt. Kiso-Komagatake
(2,956 m) (木曾駒ヶ岳); 10) Mt. Kitadake (North
Peak) (3,192 m) (北岳); 11) Mt. Mizugaki (2,230 m)
(瑞牆山); 12) Mt. Shiroumadake (2,932
m) (白馬岳); 13) Mt. Tateyama (3,015 m)
(立山); and 14) Mt. Yatsugatake
(2,899 m) (八ヶ岳).

 


By the way, I (Daniel) did all of the
writing and Kazuya did a fair percentage of the photography. So, do
not be surprised from time to time when you see references such as
“Kazuya” and “that’s me…”.

 


Daniel and Kazuya’s
“Outdoor Photography of Japan: Through the
Seasons” includes some of the same photos
as this work, but this work may be thought of as a subset of that
work because that work includes adventures to many mountains beyond
the 14 famous mountains which are found in this series of books. In
addition, the photos in that book were more than 50% flower photos.
This series includes less than 1% flower photos, and only where the
flower is a part of a mountain scene. In addition, this series
includes many photos which were not included in that
work.
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1) Japan’s 100 Famous
Mountains


What are Japan’s 100 famous mountains? A
selection of famous mountains in Japan has been compiled since the
Edo period (1603 – 1867) and the list has been revised several
times since the very first list appeared. At the current time the
list of 100 famous mountains includes those shown below. Also shown
is the Japanese pronunciation, elevation in meters and feet, the
Japanese kanji and the Region the mountain is in

 


Hokkaido: Mountain Name Elev. (m) Elev. (ft)
Japanese kanji

1. Mt. Akan (Akandake)
1,499 4,918 阿寒岳

2. Mt. Asahi (Asahidake)
2,290 7,513 旭岳

3. Mt. Poroshiri
(Poroshiridake) 2,052 6,734 幌尻岳

4. Mt. Rausu (Rausudake)
1,660 5,446 羅臼岳

5. Mt. Rishiri
(Rishiridake) 1,721 5,646 利尻岳

6. Mt. Shari (Sharidake)
1,545 5,069 斜里岳

7. Mt. Tokachi (Tochidake)
2,077 6,814 十勝岳

8. Mt. Tomuraushi
(Tomuraushiyama) 2,141 7,024 トムラウシ山

9. Mt. Yotei (Yoteizan)
1,893 6,211 羊蹄山

 


Tohoku Region: Mountain Name Elev. (m) Elev.
(ft) Japanese kanji

10. Mt. Adatara
(Adatarayama) 1,700 5,577 安達太良山

11. Mt. Aizu-Komagatake
(Aizukomagatake) 2,132 6,995 会津駒ケ岳

12. Mt. Asahi
(Asahirenpou) 1,870 6,135 朝日連峰

13. Mt. Azuma (Azumayama)
2,035 6,676 吾妻山

14. Mt. Bandai (Bandaisan)
1,819 5,968 磐梯山

15. Mt. Chōkai (Chōkaisan)
2,236 7,336 鳥海山

16. Mt. Gassan (Gassan)
1,984 6,509 月山

17. Mt. Hachimantai
(Hachimantai) 1,614 5,295 八幡平

18. Mt. Hakkōda
(Hakkōdasan) 1,584 5,197 八甲田山

19. Mt. Hayachine
(Hayachinesan) 1,917 6,289 早池峰山

20. Mt. Hiuchigatake
(Hiuchigatake) 2,356 7,730 燧ケ岳

21. Mt. Iide (Iiderenpou)
2,105 6,906 飯豊連峰

22. Mt. Iwaki (Iwakisan)
1,625 5,331 岩木山

23. Mt. Iwate (Iwatesan)
2,038 6,686 岩手山

24. Mt. Zaō (Zaōsan) 1,841
6,040 蔵王山

 


Kanto Region: Mountain Name Elev. (m) Elev.
(ft) Japanese kanji

25. Mt. Akagi (Akagiyama)
1,828 5,997 赤城山

26. Mt. Asama (Asamayama)
2,568 8,425 浅間山

27. Mt. Azumaya
(Azumayasan) 2,354 7,723 四阿山

28. Mt. Hiragatake
(Hiragatake) 2,141 7,024 平ヶ岳

29. Mt. Hotaka
(Hotakayama) 2,158 7,080 武尊山

30. Mt. Kumotori
(Kumotoriyama) 2,017 6,617 雲取山

31. Mt. Kusatsu-Shirane
(Kusatsu-Shiranesan) 2,171 7,123 草津白根山

32. Mt. Nantai (Nantaisan)
2,486 8,156 男体山

33. Mt. Nasu (Nasudake)
1,915 6,283 那須岳

34. Mt. Nikko-Shirane
(Nikko-Shiranesan) 2,578 8,458 日光白根山

35. Mt. Ryokami
(Ryoukamisan) 1,723 5,653 両神山

36. Mt. Shibutsu
(Shibutsusan) 2,228 7,310 至仏山

37. Mt. Sukai (Sukaisan)
2,144 7,034 皇海山

38. Mt. Tanigawa
(Tanigawadake) 1,963 6,440 谷川岳

39. Mt. Tanzawa
(Tanzawasan) 1,567 5,141 丹沢山

40. Mt. Tsukuba
(Tsukubasan) 877 2,877 筑波山

 


Chubu Region: Mountain Name Elev. (m) Elev.
(ft) Japanese kanji

41. Mt. Ainodake
(Ainodake) 3,189 10,463 間ノ岳

42. Mt. Akaishi
(Akaishidake) 3,120 10,236 赤石岳

43. Mt. Amagi (Amagisan)
1,406 4,613 天城山

44. Mt. Amakazari
(Amakazariyama) 1,963 6,440 雨飾山

45. Mt. Daibosatsu
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Regions visited in this series of books are:
Hokkaido, Tohoku, Kanto and Chubu.
‘This volume takes us to the Chubu Region.

Prefectures by Region:

Hokkaido: 1. Hokkaido

Toboku: 2. Aomori, 3. Iwate, 4. Miyagi,
5. Akita, 6. Yamagata & 7. Fukushima
Chubu:8. Niigata, 9. Toyama, 10.
Tshikawa, 11. Fukui, 12. Yamanashi, 13.

Nagano, 14. Gifu, 15. Shizuoka & 16.
Aichi

Kanto: 17. Tharaki, 18. Tochigi, 19.
Gunma, 20. Saitama, 21. Chiba, 22.
Tokyo & 23. Kanagawa
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