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    Tales of Daring Voyages & Discoveries: The Jules Verne's Collection assembles a sweeping selection of Jules Verne’s long and short fiction, written between 1851 and 1904, devoted to exploration, invention, and the mapping of an expanding world. Drawn largely from the Voyages extraordinaires conceived with his publisher Pierre-Jules Hetzel, these works present complete novels alongside shorter narratives that first tested and then extended Verne’s methods. From early tales of ballooning to late meditations on all-conquering machines, the collection invites readers to follow calculated leaps from verified science into imaginative possibility, all the while foregrounding curiosity, collaboration, and the discipline of observation.

Within these pages stand adventure novels, scientific romances, travel fictions, and briefer pieces that approach reportage. Novellas and short stories such as A Voyage in a Balloon (1851), A Drama in Mexico (1851), A Winter Amid The Ice (1855), and The Blockade Runners (1865) demonstrate Verne’s compact control of tension and setting. The Survivors of the Chancellor: Diary of J. R. Kazallon, Passenger (1875) adopts the diary form, while Claudius Bombarnac or, The Adventures of a Special Correspondent (1892) proceeds as a journalist’s itinerary. Ascent of Mont Blanc (1877) and The Mutineers of the Bounty (1879) reveal his interest in concise accounts of mountaineering and historical incident.

Verne’s fascination with the sky stretches from the high romance of Five Weeks in a Balloon (1863), which uses a scientific aerostat to reconnoiter Africa, to A Voyage in a Balloon, an earlier concentrated study of altitude, peril, and instrument. Later, Robur the Conqueror or, The Clipper of the Clouds (1886) introduces an engineer whose craft challenges contemporary ideas about flight, a theme compressed and darkened in The Master of the World (1904). Across these works, buoyancy, propulsion, and control are treated not as magic but as problems to be solved, making the aerial realm a test bed for reason under pressure.

Turning inward as well as outward, Journey to the Centre of the Earth (1864) treats geology and subterranean speculation as an itinerary grounded in nineteenth-century learning. From the Earth to the Moon (1865) and Around the Moon (1869) imagine a projectile voyage shaped by the mathematics and metallurgy of their day, with narrative momentum generated by planning as much as by departure. Hector Servadac or, Off on a Comet (1877) relocates its cast into an extraordinary celestial itinerary, using displacement to examine community and measurement. The Purchase of the North Pole or, Topsy Turvy (1889) pivots on a bold geophysical scheme argued with engineer’s logic.

Sea lanes and waterways furnish Verne with laboratories equally exacting. Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1870) explores the ocean’s depths by means of a pioneering submarine and its enigmatic commander, while The Survivors of the Chancellor (1875) records a voyage gone awry through the prism of a passenger’s diary. Eight Hundred Leagues on the Amazon (1881) unfolds along a great river’s course, and The Waif of “Cynthia” (1886) circles maritime salvage and mystery. Godfrey Morgan or, The Robinson Crusoe School (1882) and Dick Sand, A Captain at Fifteen (1878) set castaways and an inexperienced sailor, respectively, against the sea’s impartial demands. The Mysterious Island (1875) turns survival into an inventory of applied science.

At the poles and subarctic margins, The Adventures of Captain Hatteras (1866) and The Fur Country (1872) weigh ambition against ice, magnetism, and the sheer logistics of survival where maps thin. An Antarctic Mystery (1897) enters the southern oceans with a quest shaped by prior tales of the region and an insistence on sound seamanship. These narratives treat cold not merely as setting but as condition: instruments behave differently, distances deceive, and daylight itself becomes a problem to be managed. The result is a sustained examination of planning and endurance in zones where the nineteenth century’s confidence meets elemental constraint.

Across continents, Verne orchestrates itineraries that pair geography with timing, and puzzles with survey. Around the World in Eighty Days (1872) converts global transport into a wager on schedules; In Search of the Castaways or, The Children of Captain Grant (1868) links a rescue to clues distributed along lines of latitude; The Adventures of Three Englishmen and Three Russians in South Africa (1872) frames scientific triangulation amid political tension. Michael Strogoff: The Courier of the Czar (1876) is a relay of duty and distance across imperial Russia, while Claudius Bombarnac (1892), Kéraban the Inflexible (1887), Cæsar Cascabel (1890), and Captain Antifer (1894) chart circuitous, obstinate, or improvisational passages.

Other novels probe the social machinery that accompanies exploration and trade. Tribulations of a Chinaman in China (1879) studies fortune and risk through a comic ordeal. The Steam House (1880), set in the Indian subcontinent, mobilizes a steam-powered mechanical elephant to reconsider movement, empire, and refuge. The Star of the South or, The Vanished Diamond (1885) engages the mineral frontier of South Africa, while The Castle of the Carpathians (1892) turns toward the uncanny, where emerging technologies mingle with rumor and fear. Mathias Sandorf (1885) transforms political conspiracy into a far-ranging quest, balancing plotting with the practical arts of escape, disguise, and science.

Although engineers and seasoned captains abound, Verne frequently entrusts discovery to the young or untested. Adrift in Pacific or, Two Years’ Vacation (1888) places schoolboys on their own resources; Dick Sand (1878) measures a fifteen-year-old against command; Godfrey Morgan (1882) fashions an education from necessity. In Cæsar Cascabel (1890), a family troupe uses skill and solidarity to traverse extreme distances. These works foreground cooperation, self-teaching, and the virtues of method, subtly arguing that competence is cultivated rather than innate. The emphasis on collective problem-solving further anchors the appeal of the voyages, making technical explanation inseparable from character and choice.

Stylistically, Verne is distinguished by the precision of his references and the pedagogy folded into adventure. He adopts diaries, dispatches, ship’s logs, and lecture-like digressions to convey facts without losing pace. Many of the novels belong to the Voyages extraordinaires, a program developed with Hetzel to entertain while acquainting readers with contemporary science, geography, and industry. The alternating pressures of serial rhythm and encyclopedic aside produce a signature cadence: anticipation, explanation, test, and consequence. That method respects verifiable knowledge yet refuses to stop at it, extending plausibility to the brink of the unknown where ingenuity, and sometimes audacity, must decide.

Read together, these works also record the nineteenth century’s infrastructures and assumptions. Telegraphs, railways, steam power, and cartography expand horizons, even as financial speculation, state authority, and private ambition complicate every itinerary. Verne acknowledges these forces without didactic certainty: his travelers negotiate contracts as carefully as they set compasses; newsprint and rumor shape decisions; reputations and loyalties travel with luggage. The result is an adventure literature alert to consequence. It respects the measurable world and invites readers to examine risk, responsibility, and wonder—whether in a laboratory, on a quarterdeck, in a desert caravan, or on the rim of a crater.

The present collection offers complete novels and shorter fictions that together sketch an atlas of possibility. It spans early experiments such as A Drama in Mexico and A Winter Amid The Ice through canonical journeys and late, compressed masteries like The Master of the World. Without prescribing a single route, it shows how one author transformed verified detail into narrative propulsion and made the globe, the sea, the sky, and the heavens fit subjects for sustained storytelling. Often cited as a pioneer of modern science fiction and adventure, Jules Verne remains compelling because his tales ask knowledge to be brave, and bravery to be exact.
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    Introduction
Jules Verne (1828–1905) emerged as a foundational figure of modern speculative and adventure fiction, renowned for weaving contemporary science and geography into compelling narratives. Working largely within the grand project marketed as the Voyages Extraordinaires, he created enduring landmarks such as Five Weeks in a Balloon, Journey to the Centre of the Earth, From the Earth to the Moon and Around the Moon, Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea, Around the World in Eighty Days, The Mysterious Island, and Michael Strogoff. His books, translated worldwide during his lifetime, framed technological curiosity and exploration within careful research, vivid settings, and brisk plotting, influencing generations of readers, scientists, travelers, and storytellers.
The collection here spans Verne’s career from early tales like A Voyage in a Balloon and A Drama in Mexico to late meditations such as The Master of the World. It includes polar quests (The Adventures of Captain Hatteras; The Fur Country), continental odysseys (In Search of the Castaways; Around the World in Eighty Days; The Steam House), sea narratives (Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea; The Survivors of the Chancellor; Eight Hundred Leagues on the Amazon), and technological parables (Robur the Conqueror; The Purchase of the North Pole). Across these works, Verne probes ingenuity, risk, and responsibility, staging human endurance against the stubborn facts of nature.
Education and Literary Influences
Born in the port city of Nantes, Verne absorbed maritime culture early—shipyards, maps, and sailors’ stories that echo through his oceanic plots. He studied at local schools before moving to Paris for legal training under his father’s expectation that he become a lawyer. In Paris he gravitated toward theater, writing plays and befriending stage figures, including Alexandre Dumas and Dumas fils. To support himself he worked as a stockbroker while pursuing literature. His autodidactic habit—reading travelogues, popular science periodicals, and geographical reports—supplied the factual scaffolding of novels from Five Weeks in a Balloon to Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea and The Fur Country.
The turning point was his partnership with publisher Pierre-Jules Hetzel in the early 1860s. Hetzel encouraged a didactic, encyclopedic approach and paired Verne’s texts with striking illustrations, shaping the recognizable form of the Voyages Extraordinaires. Verne drew on Humboldt’s scientific travel, the satirical tradition of Swift, the rational adventurousness of Defoe, and the psychological strangeness of Poe—most explicitly in An Antarctic Mystery, which dialogues with Poe’s polar tale. He observed advances in ballooning, railways, artillery, telegraphy, and emerging electrical technologies, filtering them into narrative experiments that balanced imaginative extrapolation with a conservative respect for empirical detail.
Literary Career
Verne’s apprenticeship in short fiction set his method. A Voyage in a Balloon and A Drama in Mexico (both 1851) tested aerial suspense and political peril, while A Winter Amid The Ice (1855) and The Blockade Runners (1865) dramatized maritime survival and the logistics of war and trade. Five Weeks in a Balloon (1863) then established his signature: a quasi-scientific frame, cartographic precision, and episodic discovery across Africa. Its success inaugurated a series that treated the globe as a readable book, each chapter anchored in a problem of navigation, engineering, or natural history made lively through character contrasts and carefully timed crises.
Journey to the Centre of the Earth (1864) reimagined geology as adventure, propelling readers through caverns and subterranean seas while reflecting contemporary debates on Earth’s age. From the Earth to the Moon (1865) and Around the Moon (1869) fused satire and engineering speculation through the Baltimore Gun Club, staging a proto-spaceflight that anticipates orbital mechanics and astronautic hazards. These works typify Verne’s method: meticulous calculations embedded in narrative play, comic exuberance tempered by respect for physical law, and a recurring question about whether technical prowess enhances human dignity or merely amplifies our foibles.
Verne’s maritime epics broadened his ethical canvas. Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1870) introduced Captain Nemo, whose technological mastery aboard the Nautilus exposes both the splendors of the ocean and the costs of isolation. The Mysterious Island (1875) revisits ingenuity under extreme constraint, tying threads back to Nemo while celebrating collaborative problem-solving. The Survivors of the Chancellor (1875) explores shipwreck psychology, and Eight Hundred Leagues on the Amazon (1881) maps riverine justice and identity. The Waif of “Cynthia” (1886) returns to nautical mystery, showing how incomplete knowledge at sea becomes a moral and investigative puzzle.
Verne excelled in polar and high-latitude settings where science and obsession intersect. The Adventures of Captain Hatteras (1866) studies monomaniacal leadership amid Arctic peril. The Fur Country (1872) examines measurement, climate, and colonial outposts in the Hudson’s Bay region. The Purchase of the North Pole, or Topsy-Turvy (1889), reunites the Gun Club to satirize grandiose schemes that would tamper with Earth’s axis for profit. An Antarctic Mystery (1897) extends Poe’s enigma into southern ice, while Ascent of Mont Blanc (1877) compresses mountaineering technique and risk into a concentrated drama, exemplifying Verne’s gift for turning factual procedure into narrative momentum.
His continental and transcontinental odysseys showcase logistical imagination and cultural observation. In Search of the Castaways (1868) links hemispheres through coded clues, preluding the time-tabled exuberance of Around the World in Eighty Days (1872). The Adventures of Three Englishmen and Three Russians in South Africa (1872) pits scientific surveying against political tensions. The Steam House (1880) moves through India with an engineered elephant, reflecting on empire and itinerary. Tribulations of a Chinaman in China (1879), Kéraban the Inflexible (1887), Claudius Bombarnac (1892), Captain Antifer (1894), and Cæsar Cascabel (1890) variously stage wagers, news reportage, treasure, and itinerant performance as engines of movement and plot.
Late-career experimentation tempered earlier optimism. Robur the Conqueror (1886) and The Master of the World (1904) probe aerial supremacy and surveillance, questioning whether superior mobility confers moral authority. Michael Strogoff (1876) is a taut courier thriller that prizes duty and endurance over gadgetry. Hector Servadac, or Off on a Comet (1877) lifts characters into an astronomical exile to reconsider social bonds; Godfrey Morgan, or The Robinson Crusoe School (1882) juxtaposes pedagogy and survival; Mathias Sandorf (1885) reworks vendetta and redemption with Dumas-like intricacy. The Castle of the Carpathians (1892), The Star of the South, or The Vanished Diamond (1885), Adrift in the Pacific, or Two Years’ Vacation (1888), and The Mutineers of the Bounty (1879) extend his range into gothic, resource rushes, juvenile endurance, and historical retelling.
Beliefs and Advocacy
Publicly, Verne lived as a civic-minded man of letters rather than a polemicist. Settled in Amiens, he served for years on the municipal council, taking practical interest in cultural life and urban improvement. His republican sensibility valued education, order, and incremental progress, but his fiction often tempered enthusiasm for technology with skepticism about militarism and hubris. From the Earth to the Moon and The Purchase of the North Pole lampoon grandiose arsenals and profit-driven schemes, while Robur the Conqueror and The Master of the World warn against unchecked aerial power. Across the collection, his advocacy emerges less as slogans than as narrative tests of prudence, responsibility, and public welfare.
Verne’s books popularized geography and science for general audiences, a service aligned with nineteenth-century movements for mass literacy and accessible knowledge. He favored clear exposition, appendices of facts where appropriate, and plots that hinge on measurement, classification, and experiment—techniques that invite readers into the reasoning process. Yet the works also reflect their era’s European outlook, including stereotypes and imperial vantage points that modern readers interrogate. Within those limits, Verne recurrently promotes cooperation across languages and disciplines—surveyors with hunters, engineers with sailors, journalists with couriers—suggesting that collective, informed action is the most ethical response to the expanding reach of technology.
Final Years & Legacy
In later decades Verne balanced steady production with personal trials, including a shooting by a disturbed nephew in 1886 that left him with a lifelong limp. He continued publishing through the 1890s and early 1900s, closing the period represented here with The Master of the World (1904). Verne died in Amiens in 1905. His reputation only widened: translations multiplied, dramatizations and films proliferated, and explorers and technologists cited him as an early catalyst for curiosity. The figures of Nemo, Phileas Fogg, Robur, and Strogoff entered global folklore. Today the collection’s breadth—sea, sky, ice, desert—still models how narrative can make knowledge adventurous.
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    Jules Verne’s long career (1828–1905) unfolded across France’s Second Empire and the early Third Republic, amid accelerating industrialization, imperial rivalry, and expanding mass literacy. Beginning in the 1860s, publisher Pierre-Jules Hetzel framed Verne’s Voyages extraordinaires as fiction that would survey contemporary knowledge while entertaining a broad public, serialized in the Magasin d’éducation et de récréation from 1864. The books gathered here, published between 1851 and 1904, mirror the century’s defining transformations: steam and electricity, telegraphy and railroads, new sciences from geology to oceanography, and a widening cartographic gaze that converted blank spaces on maps into theaters of exploration, commerce, and geopolitical competition.

Early aeronautics and African exploration shaped Verne’s emergence. A Voyage in a Balloon (1851) captured the era’s fascination with lighter-than-air flight that culminated in Félix Nadar’s giant balloon Le Géant (1863). Five Weeks in a Balloon (1863) drew on contemporary expeditions to the African interior—such as those by Richard Burton and John Hanning Speke and the later publicized wanderings of David Livingstone and Henry Morton Stanley—translating journalistic dispatches into narrative propulsion. The book reflects a period when geographic science, missionary accounts, and imperial surveying converged, while also displaying the Eurocentric perspectives and collecting impulses that accompanied nineteenth-century colonial projects.

Geology, volcanology, and the culture of scientific travel inform Journey to the Centre of the Earth (1864). The novel resonates with debates sparked by Charles Lyell’s Principles of Geology (1830–33) and the public’s post-Origin of Species (1859) hunger for deep time. By staging its itinerary through Iceland’s volcanic landscapes, Verne drew upon travel writing and popular lectures that made subterranean forces intelligible to general readers. His Ascent of Mont Blanc (1877) reflects the period’s scientific mountaineering and the institutionalization of alpinism (the Alpine Club was founded in 1857), when summits became laboratories for barometry, glaciology, and the aesthetics of high-altitude tourism.

From the Earth to the Moon (1865) and Around the Moon (1869) sit at the nexus of wartime technology and peacetime scientific ambition. Verne’s American Gun Club emerges from a United States transformed by the Civil War (1861–1865), when heavy artillery, industrial metallurgy, and standardized manufacturing advanced rapidly. The novels channel public interest in ballistics and astronomy, part of a broader popular-science boom fostered by observatories, illustrated magazines, and showmen like Nadar. They also belong to an era when the 1866 transatlantic telegraph cable and, soon after, the 1869 opening of the Suez Canal knitted global communication and travel, amplifying news of scientific feats to a worldwide audience.

Polar narratives in The Adventures of Captain Hatteras (1866), The Fur Country (1872), A Winter Amid the Ice (1855), and An Antarctic Mystery (1897) echo nineteenth-century obsessions with the high latitudes. Britain’s failed Franklin Expedition (1845) and subsequent searches gripped readers through the 1850s, while cartographic and oceanographic research continued under national flags. The Fur Country draws on Hudson’s Bay Company settings and the reshaping of northern North America around Canadian Confederation (1867). An Antarctic Mystery responds to Edgar Allan Poe’s earlier fiction just as the 1890s ushered in the Heroic Age of Antarctic exploration, marked by multinational ventures that combined scientific observation with national prestige.

The Adventures of Three Englishmen and Three Russians in South Africa (1872) entwines science with geopolitics through a meridian-arc survey, echoing nineteenth-century geodetic campaigns in the southern hemisphere by figures like Thomas Maclear and David Gill. The story’s cooperation and rivalry parallel real tensions between scientific internationalism and national competition. The Star of the South (The Vanished Diamond, 1885) channels the Kimberley diamond rush that began in 1867, prefiguring the consolidation of mining under De Beers in 1888. Together they map South Africa’s transformation under extractive capitalism, migratory labor systems, and the new wealth and speculation that shaped imperial society.

Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea (1870) synthesized contemporary maritime technology and scientific curiosity. France launched the mechanically powered submarine Plongeur in 1863; the Confederate Hunley demonstrated submarine warfare in 1864; and electric batteries and compressed air entered practical use. The laying of submarine telegraph cables in the 1850s–60s connected continents and reimagined the ocean floor as a technological domain. Verne’s attention to marine biology foreshadows oceanography’s institutionalization, later exemplified by the Challenger expedition (1872–76). The Waif of Cynthia (1886) similarly rides a wave of interest in deep-sea exploration, wrecks, and salvage, where engineering, natural history, and commerce intersected.

Around the World in Eighty Days (1872) distilled the new tempo of global travel made possible by the Suez Canal (1869), the U.S. transcontinental railroad (1869), and expanding Indian railways and steamship lines. It anticipated debates resolved at the 1884 International Meridian Conference, which standardized global time around Greenwich. In Search of the Castaways (1868) had already demonstrated how imperial shipping routes and telegraphy stitched together far-flung regions. Claudius Bombarnac (1892) reflects the rise of special correspondents and wire services (Havas, Reuters) reporting from trans-Asian rail corridors, while Kéraban the Inflexible (1887) and Cæsar Cascabel (1890) turn customs regimes, the Orient Express (inaugurated 1883), and post–Alaska Purchase horizons into narrative engines.

Maritime peril and the legal-economical infrastructures of shipping frame The Survivors of the Chancellor (1875), The Blockade Runners (1865), and A Drama in Mexico (1851). They emerge from a period of rapid steamship expansion, evolving insurance practices, and reforms in lifesaving and lighthouse services. The Blockade Runners draws on the American Civil War’s naval blockade and transatlantic shipbuilding networks. Verne’s retelling The Mutineers of the Bounty (1879) taps a well-documented eighteenth-century episode to explore discipline, authority, and survival, reflecting Victorian and Third Republic debates about maritime order even as global trade routes brought unprecedented volumes of goods and people across the seas.

Michael Strogoff: The Courier of the Czar (1876) dramatizes communications and state power across the vast spaces of the Russian Empire. The novel’s reliance on the telegraph and overland routes mirrors Alexander II’s reform era and Russia’s rapid expansion into Central Asia in the 1860s–70s, when cities such as Tashkent and Samarkand were incorporated into imperial structures. While set within a largely fictionalized crisis, its logistics reflect real connective tissue—posts, rivers, and caravan roads—that underpinned imperial administration, as well as the period’s Great Game tensions between Russia and Britain that made Central Eurasia a focus of European strategic attention.

Hector Servadac (Off on a Comet, 1877) channels nineteenth-century fascination with astronomy and celestial phenomena. The celebrated apparition of Donati’s Comet in 1858 and widely publicized international expeditions to observe the transits of Venus (1874, 1882) fed a popular appetite for cosmic spectacle and calculation. French popularizers such as Camille Flammarion encouraged speculation about other worlds within a framework of measurable celestial mechanics. Verne’s narrative gathers a multilingual, imperial Mediterranean cast, reflecting contemporary sea bases and colonies, while its astronomical premise builds on an era confident in orbital prediction yet conscious of the sublime scale of the solar system.

Verne’s portrayals of Africa and Asia register the contradictions of a century of abolition, conquest, and commerce. Dick Sand, A Captain at Fifteen (1878) engages with anti-slavery debates in a world where France had abolished slavery in 1848 and the United States in 1865, yet illegal trade and exploitation persisted; the novel also illustrates period racial attitudes and stereotypes. Tribulations of a Chinaman in China (1879) emerges from the treaty-port regime that followed the Opium Wars, foregrounding foreign concessions and global finance. The Steam House (1880), set after the 1857 Indian uprising, reflects the consolidation of the British Raj and the symbolism of steam technology in the subcontinent’s post-rebellion order.

Eight Hundred Leagues on the Amazon (1881) takes place within the Brazilian Empire under Pedro II, as the Amazon basin entered a rubber-driven economic upswing. Its raft-borne journey showcases mapping, riverine law, and the legal-bureaucratic modernity of the late nineteenth century. Godfrey Morgan (1882) and Adrift in the Pacific or Two Years’ Vacation (1888) revisit the Robinsonade with an educational bent consistent with Hetzel’s program and the Third Republic’s Jules Ferry laws (1881–82), which promoted secular, compulsory primary education. These survival narratives valorize applied science, cooperation, and civic discipline, echoing contemporary pedagogical ideals oriented toward technical competence and citizenship.

Mathias Sandorf (1885) situates conspiracy and resistance within the transformed political landscape of the Austro-Hungarian Empire after the 1867 Compromise, when nationalist movements and state surveillance shaped public life. Captain Antifer (1894) stretches treasure-hunt geography across imperial sea lanes and coaling stations that linked the Mediterranean, Indian Ocean, and beyond. The Castle of the Carpathians (1892) exploits new media—Edison’s phonograph (1877), advanced optics, and stage illusion—to dramatize how recorded sound and visual trickery unsettled fin-de-siècle audiences. These works register Europe’s political fragmentation and technological enchantment as two faces of a rapidly modernizing continent.

Debates over the future of flight energize Robur the Conqueror (1886) and The Master of the World (1904). Verne writes amid rivalry between aerostats and heavier-than-air craft: Henri Giffard’s steam dirigible (1852) and the fully controllable La France by Renard and Krebs (1884) vindicated the airship, while Otto Lilienthal’s gliders in the 1890s suggested a different path. By 1904, with automobiles proliferating and the Wright brothers’ powered flight demonstrated in 1903, anxieties about speed, surveillance, and concentration of technological power were palpable. Ascent of Mont Blanc (1877) complements this aerial horizon by treating altitude as a zone of measurement, risk, and wonder.

The Purchase of the North Pole or Topsy Turvy (1889) satirizes corporate capital, colossal engineering, and the quantifying gaze in an age of standardization and polar science. The Metre Convention (1875) institutionalized international measurement, while coordinated campaigns such as the First International Polar Year (1882–83) signalled cooperative geophysics. The Waif of the Cynthia (1886) echoes new oceanographic initiatives inspired by HMS Challenger (1872–76), when dredging, sounding, and specimen collection transformed seabed knowledge. Meanwhile, expositions like Paris 1889, crowned by the Eiffel Tower, turned technical prowess into public spectacle, the same media sphere that amplified Verne’s fictions and the headlines they so often anticipated.

Kéraban the Inflexible (1887) and related travel tales sharpen their satire on customs, tariffs, and sovereignty amid Ottoman reforms and the opening of new transport corridors, while César Cascabel (1890) exploits post–Alaska Purchase geographies and northern routes that stirred imaginations about trans-Bering passages. Together with Claudius Bombarnac’s journalism and the diamond economy of The Star of the South, they trace the nineteenth century’s knitting together of continents through rail, steam, and news wires—and the frictions imposed by borders, taxes, and empires that regulated, impeded, or profited from that circulation of people, commodities, and information on a planetary scale. The collection thereby documents globalization’s infrastructure and its limits in narrative form. The broader collection functions as a commentary on its ages’ aspirations and anxieties. It champions measurement, education, and ingenuity while registering imperial projects, capitalist transformations, and environmental frontiers. Twentieth-century developments—from airships and airplanes to polar expeditions and the Apollo Moon landings—retroactively reframed Verne’s speculations, encouraging readers to distinguish prophetic insight from period-bound assumptions. Recent scholarship also interrogates the works’ colonial and racial stereotyping and their techno-utopian strains, reading them as valuable artifacts for the history of science and as evolving texts whose meanings shift with new ethical and ecological concerns.
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    Aerostats and Vertical Ambition
A Voyage in a Balloon (also known as A Drama in the Air) distills an aerial ascent into a tense encounter that tests nerve, physics, and narrative compression; Five Weeks in a Balloon expands that ascent into a trans‑African survey where scientific showmanship meets real risk. Together they showcase Verne’s early blend of popular science, cartographic curiosity, and cliff‑hanging incident.
Ascent of Mont Blanc follows a determined climb step by measured step, turning altitude, weather, and equipment into characters of their own. The tone is documentary and often wry, valuing observation and method while savoring the sublime.
Journey to the Centre of the Earth
A scholar and his young companion descend through a volcanic conduit in search of the planet’s deep past. Their route unfolds a chain of geological marvels and hazards rendered with didactic clarity and mounting awe. The novel balances empirical curiosity with the thrill of the unknown.
Moonshots and Planetary Engineering
From the Earth to the Moon and its sequel Around the Moon follow an American society of artillery enthusiasts who attempt a lunar voyage, then weather the vastness of space in their projectile. The duology satirizes bravado while reveling in calculation, camaraderie, and the spectacle of nascent astronautics.
The Purchase of the North Pole (Topsy‑Turvy) imagines a consortium trying to monetize the Arctic through a grandiose technical scheme with global side effects. It is a cool‑headed comedy of hubris that probes the ethical limits of science harnessed to capital.
Polar Extremes & Icebound Nations
The Adventures of Captain Hatteras charts an obsessive push toward the North Pole, where command, crew morale, and sheer cold collide; The Fur Country observes a northern settlement confronting precarious ice and the tyranny of season. Both stories prize precise observation and endurance while questioning the cost of singular ambition.
A Winter Amid the Ice compresses a rescue venture into a brisk sequence of pack‑ice hazards and hard‑won seamanship. The tale emphasizes solidarity and practical skill under polar stress.
An Antarctic Mystery sends a ship southward to resolve an open‑ended maritime enigma, guiding readers through ice‑choked seas and deductive turns. The mood is investigative and austere, pairing navigational logic with the eeriness of the unknown.
The Nemo Cycle & Ingenious Castaways
Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea conducts a global submarine tour under an enigmatic captain whose technology outpaces his times. The Mysterious Island strands a band of castaways who apply science to transform hardship into self‑sufficiency, only to find their island interwoven with a larger secret. Together they marry encyclopedic wonder to moral ambiguity, asking what progress owes to conscience.
Sea Perils and Moral Trials
The Survivors of the Chancellor presents a shipwreck through a passenger’s diary, chronicling cascading failures, hard choices, and the psychology of hope. The tone is stark and procedural, attentive to materials, weather, and human limits.
The Mutineers of the Bounty revisits a legendary Pacific revolt as an adventure of command, revolt, and consequence at sea. Verne favors a clear, narrative overview that weighs discipline against freedom without romanticizing either.
The Waif of 'Cynthia' begins with a mysterious child connected to a vessel and unfolds into a nautical‑legal puzzle of identity and responsibility. It blends maritime detail with a gently sentimental investigation.
Rivers, Jungles, and Mechanical Safaris
Eight Hundred Leagues on the Amazon follows a family‑led descent of the river, shadowed by accusation and the need to vindicate a name. Lush natural history and riverine perils frame a steady, evidence‑driven unraveling.
The Steam House carries travelers across India in a steam‑powered mechanical elephant, converting landscape into itinerary. The novel mixes engineering whimsy with episodes of pursuit and unrest, reflecting on empire, mobility, and spectacle.
Circumnavigations and Global Stunts
Around the World in Eighty Days turns a gentleman’s wager into a precision‑timed race through steam‑age networks. Its deadpan humor, logistical puzzles, and brisk set pieces celebrate and gently critique modern speed.
Tribulations of a Chinaman in China flips fortune into farce when a magnate’s plan to end his life collides with a sudden will to survive. The journey becomes a comedy of reversals that tests cultural expectations and resourcefulness.
Kéraban the Inflexible makes a small tax the pretext for a vast detour around the Black Sea, stretching stubbornness across nations. Satire and travelogue intertwine to show principle’s price in time, money, and trouble.
Orphans, Youth, and Improvised Command
Dick Sand, A Captain at Fifteen thrusts a novice into command amid treachery, shipwreck, and a trek through unfamiliar lands. Leadership, ethics, and the perils of exploitation are tested with didactic clarity.
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Treasure, Revenge, and Gothic Enigmas
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  [The End of a much-applauded Speech.—The Presentation of Dr. Samuel Ferguson.—Excelsior.—Full-length Portrait of the Doctor.—A Fatalist convinced.—A Dinner at the Travellers’ Club.—Several Toasts for the Occasion.]
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  There was a large audience assembled on the 14th of January, 1862, at the session of the Royal Geographical Society, No. 3 Waterloo Place, London. The president, Sir Francis M–-, made an important communication to his colleagues, in an address that was frequently interrupted by applause.


  This rare specimen of eloquence terminated with the following sonorous phrases bubbling over with patriotism:


  “England has always marched at the head of nations” (for, the reader will observe, the nations always march at the head of each other), “by the intrepidity of her explorers in the line of geographical discovery.” (General assent). “Dr. Samuel Ferguson, one of her most glorious sons, will not reflect discredit on his origin.” (“No, indeed!” from all parts of the hall.)


  “This attempt, should it succeed” (“It will succeed!”), “will complete and link together the notions, as yet disjointed, which the world entertains of African cartology” (vehement applause); “and, should it fail, it will, at least, remain on record as one of the most daring conceptions of human genius!” (Tremendous cheering.)


  “Huzza! huzza!” shouted the immense audience, completely electrified by these inspiring words.


  “Huzza for the intrepid Ferguson!” cried one of the most excitable of the enthusiastic crowd.


  The wildest cheering resounded on all sides; the name of Ferguson was in every mouth, and we may safely believe that it lost nothing in passing through English throats. Indeed, the hall fairly shook with it.


  And there were present, also, those fearless travellers and explorers whose energetic temperaments had borne them through every quarter of the globe, many of them grown old and worn out in the service of science. All had, in some degree, physically or morally, undergone the sorest trials. They had escaped shipwreck; conflagration; Indian tomahawks and war-clubs; the fagot and the stake; nay, even the cannibal maws of the South Sea Islanders. But still their hearts beat high during Sir Francis M–-‘s address, which certainly was the finest oratorical success that the Royal Geographical Society of London had yet achieved.


  But, in England, enthusiasm does not stop short with mere words. It strikes off money faster than the dies of the Royal Mint itself. So a subscription to encourage Dr. Ferguson was voted there and then, and it at once attained the handsome amount of two thousand five hundred pounds. The sum was made commensurate with the importance of the enterprise.


  A member of the Society then inquired of the president whether Dr. Ferguson was not to be officially introduced.


  “The doctor is at the disposition of the meeting,” replied Sir Francis.


  “Let him come in, then! Bring him in!” shouted the audience. “We’d like to see a man of such extraordinary daring, face to face!”


  “Perhaps this incredible proposition of his is only intended to mystify us,” growled an apoplectic old admiral.


  “Suppose that there should turn out to be no such person as Dr. Ferguson?” exclaimed another voice, with a malicious twang.


  “Why, then, we’d have to invent one!” replied a facetious member of this grave Society.


  “Ask Dr. Ferguson to come in,” was the quiet remark of Sir Francis M–-.


  And come in the doctor did, and stood there, quite unmoved by the thunders of applause that greeted his appearance.


  He was a man of about forty years of age, of medium height and physique. His sanguine temperament was disclosed in the deep color of his cheeks. His countenance was coldly expressive, with regular features, and a large nose—one of those noses that resemble the prow of a ship, and stamp the faces of men predestined to accomplish great discoveries. His eyes, which were gentle and intelligent, rather than bold, lent a peculiar charm to his physiognomy. His arms were long, and his feet were planted with that solidity which indicates a great pedestrian.


  A calm gravity seemed to surround the doctor’s entire person, and no one would dream that he could become the agent of any mystification, however harmless.


  Hence, the applause that greeted him at the outset continued until he, with a friendly gesture, claimed silence on his own behalf. He stepped toward the seat that had been prepared for him on his presentation, and then, standing erect and motionless, he, with a determined glance, pointed his right forefinger upward, and pronounced aloud the single word—


  “Excelsior!”


  Never had one of Bright’s or Cobden’s sudden onslaughts, never had one of Palmerston’s abrupt demands for funds to plate the rocks of the English coast with iron, made such a sensation. Sir Francis M–-‘s address was completely overshadowed. The doctor had shown himself moderate, sublime, and self-contained, in one; he had uttered the word of the situation—


  “Excelsior!”


  The gouty old admiral who had been finding fault, was completely won over by the singular man before him, and immediately moved the insertion of Dr. Ferguson’s speech in “The Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society of London.”


  Who, then, was this person, and what was the enterprise that he proposed?


  Ferguson’s father, a brave and worthy captain in the English Navy, had associated his son with him, from the young man’s earliest years, in the perils and adventures of his profession. The fine little fellow, who seemed to have never known the meaning of fear, early revealed a keen and active mind, an investigating intelligence, and a remarkable turn for scientific study; moreover, he disclosed uncommon address in extricating himself from difficulty; he was never perplexed, not even in handling his fork for the first time—an exercise in which children generally have so little success.


  His fancy kindled early at the recitals he read of daring enterprise and maritime adventure, and he followed with enthusiasm the discoveries that signalized the first part of the nineteenth century. He mused over the glory of the Mungo Parks, the Bruces, the Caillies, the Levaillants, and to some extent, I verily believe, of Selkirk (Robinson Crusoe), whom he considered in no wise inferior to the rest. How many a well-employed hour he passed with that hero on his isle of Juan Fernandez! Often he criticised the ideas of the shipwrecked sailor, and sometimes discussed his plans and projects. He would have done differently, in such and such a case, or quite as well at least—of that he felt assured. But of one thing he was satisfied, that he never should have left that pleasant island, where he was as happy as a king without subjects— no, not if the inducement held out had been promotion to the first lordship in the admiralty!


  It may readily be conjectured whether these tendencies were developed during a youth of adventure, spent in every nook and corner of the Globe. Moreover, his father, who was a man of thorough instruction, omitted no opportunity to consolidate this keen intelligence by serious studies in hydrography, physics, and mechanics, along with a slight tincture of botany, medicine, and astronomy.


  Upon the death of the estimable captain, Samuel Ferguson, then twenty-two years of age, had already made his voyage around the world. He had enlisted in the Bengalese Corps of Engineers, and distinguished himself in several affairs; but this soldier’s life had not exactly suited him; caring but little for command, he had not been fond of obeying. He, therefore, sent in his resignation, and half botanizing, half playing the hunter, he made his way toward the north of the Indian Peninsula, and crossed it from Calcutta to Surat—a mere amateur trip for him.


  From Surat we see him going over to Australia, and in 1845 participating in Captain Sturt’s expedition, which had been sent out to explore the new Caspian Sea, supposed to exist in the centre of New Holland.


  Samuel Ferguson returned to England about 1850, and, more than ever possessed by the demon of discovery, he spent the intervening time, until 1853, in accompanying Captain McClure on the expedition that went around the American Continent from Behring’s Straits to Cape Farewell.


  Notwithstanding fatigues of every description, and in all climates, Ferguson’s constitution continued marvellously sound. He felt at ease in the midst of the most complete privations; in fine, he was the very type of the thoroughly accomplished explorer whose stomach expands or contracts at will; whose limbs grow longer or shorter according to the resting-place that each stage of a journey may bring; who can fall asleep at any hour of the day or awake at any hour of the night.


  Nothing, then, was less surprising, after that, than to find our traveller, in the period from 1855 to 1857, visiting the whole region west of the Thibet, in company with the brothers Schlagintweit, and bringing back some curious ethnographic observations from that expedition.


  During these different journeys, Ferguson had been the most active and interesting correspondent of the Daily Telegraph, the penny newspaper whose circulation amounts to 140,000 copies, and yet scarcely suffices for its many legions of readers. Thus, the doctor had become well known to the public, although he could not claim membership in either of the Royal Geographical Societies of London, Paris, Berlin, Vienna, or St. Petersburg, or yet with the Travellers’ Club, or even the Royal Polytechnic Institute, where his friend the statistician Cockburn ruled in state.


  The latter savant had, one day, gone so far as to propose to him the following problem: Given the number of miles travelled by the doctor in making the circuit of the Globe, how many more had his head described than his feet, by reason of the different lengths of the radii?—or, the number of miles traversed by the doctor’s head and feet respectively being given, required the exact height of that gentleman?


  This was done with the idea of complimenting him, but the doctor had held himself aloof from all the learned bodies—belonging, as he did, to the church militant and not to the church polemical. He found his time better employed in seeking than in discussing, in discovering rather than discoursing.


  There is a story told of an Englishman who came one day to Geneva, intending to visit the lake. He was placed in one of those odd vehicles in which the passengers sit side by side, as they do in an omnibus. Well, it so happened that the Englishman got a seat that left him with his back turned toward the lake. The vehicle completed its circular trip without his thinking to turn around once, and he went back to London delighted with the Lake of Geneva.


  Doctor Ferguson, however, had turned around to look about him on his journeyings, and turned to such good purpose that he had seen a great deal. In doing so, he had simply obeyed the laws of his nature, and we have good reason to believe that he was, to some extent, a fatalist, but of an orthodox school of fatalism withal, that led him to rely upon himself and even upon Providence. He claimed that he was impelled, rather than drawn by his own volition, to journey as he did, and that he traversed the world like the locomotive, which does not direct itself, but is guided and directed by the track it runs on.


  “I do not follow my route;” he often said, “it is my route that follows me.”


  The reader will not be surprised, then, at the calmness with which the doctor received the applause that welcomed him in the Royal Society. He was above all such trifles, having no pride, and less vanity. He looked upon the proposition addressed to him by Sir Francis M–- as the simplest thing in the world, and scarcely noticed the immense effect that it produced.


  When the session closed, the doctor was escorted to the rooms of the Travellers’ Club, in Pall Mall. A superb entertainment had been prepared there in his honor. The dimensions of the dishes served were made to correspond with the importance of the personage entertained, and the boiled sturgeon that figured at this magnificent repast was not an inch shorter than Dr. Ferguson himself.
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  Numerous toasts were offered and quaffed, in the wines of France, to the celebrated travellers who had made their names illustrious by their explorations of African territory. The guests drank to their health or to their memory, in alphabetical order, a good old English way of doing the thing. Among those remembered thus, were: Abbadie, Adams, Adamson, Anderson, Arnaud, Baikie, Baldwin, Barth, Batouda, Beke, Beltram, Du Berba, Bimbachi, Bolognesi, Bolwik, Belzoni, Bonnemain, Brisson, Browne, Bruce, Brun-Rollet, Burchell, Burckhardt, Burton, Cailland, Caillie, Campbell, Chapman, Clapperton, Clot-Bey, Colomieu, Courval, Cumming, Cuny, Debono, Decken, Denham, Desavanchers, Dicksen, Dickson, Dochard, Du Chaillu, Duncan, Durand, Duroule, Duveyrier, D’Escayrac, De Lauture, Erhardt, Ferret, Fresnel, Galinier, Galton, Geoffroy, Golberry, Hahn, Halm, Harnier, Hecquart, Heuglin, Hornemann, Houghton, Imbert, Kauffmann, Knoblecher, Krapf, Kummer, Lafargue, Laing, Lafaille, Lambert, Lamiral, Lampriere, John Lander, Richard Lander, Lefebvre, Lejean, Levaillant, Livingstone, MacCarthy, Maggiar, Maizan, Malzac, Moffat, Mollien, Monteiro, Morrison, Mungo Park, Neimans, Overweg, Panet, Partarrieau, Pascal, Pearse, Peddie, Penney, Petherick, Poncet, Prax, Raffenel, Rabh, Rebmann, Richardson, Riley, Ritchey, Rochet d’Hericourt, Rongawi, Roscher, Ruppel, Saugnier, Speke, Steidner, Thibaud, Thompson, Thornton, Toole, Tousny, Trotter, Tuckey, Tyrwhitt, Vaudey, Veyssiere, Vincent, Vinco, Vogel, Wahlberg, Warrington, Washington, Werne, Wild, and last, but not least, Dr. Ferguson, who, by his incredible attempt, was to link together the achievements of all these explorers, and complete the series of African discovery.


  CHAPTER SECOND.
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  [The Article in the Daily Telegraph.—War between the Scientific Journals.— Mr. Petermann backs his Friend Dr. Ferguson.—Reply of the Savant Koner. —Bets made.—Sundry Propositions offered to the Doctor.]
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  On the next day, in its number of January 15th, the Daily Telegraph published an article couched in the following terms:


  “Africa is, at length, about to surrender the secret of her vast solitudes; a modern OEdipus is to give us the key to that enigma which the learned men of sixty centuries have not been able to decipher. In other days, to seek the sources of the Nile—fontes Nili quoerere—was regarded as a mad endeavor, a chimera that could not be realized.


  “Dr. Barth, in following out to Soudan the track traced by Denham and Clapperton; Dr. Livingstone, in multiplying his fearless explorations from the Cape of Good Hope to the basin of the Zambesi; Captains Burton and Speke, in the discovery of the great interior lakes, have opened three highways to modern civilization. THEIR POINT OF INTERSECTION, which no traveller has yet been able to reach, is the very heart of Africa, and it is thither that all efforts should now be directed.


  “The labors of these hardy pioneers of science are now about to be knit together by the daring project of Dr. Samuel Ferguson, whose fine explorations our readers have frequently had the opportunity of appreciating.


  “This intrepid discoverer proposes to traverse all Africa from east to west IN A BALLOON. If we are well informed, the point of departure for this surprising journey is to be the island of Zanzibar, upon the eastern coast. As for the point of arrival, it is reserved for Providence alone to designate.


  “The proposal for this scientific undertaking was officially made, yesterday, at the rooms of the Royal Geographical Society, and the sum of twenty-five hundred pounds was voted to defray the expenses of the enterprise.


  “We shall keep our readers informed as to the progress of this enterprise, which has no precedent in the annals of exploration.”


  As may be supposed, the foregoing article had an enormous echo among scientific people. At first, it stirred up a storm of incredulity; Dr. Ferguson passed for a purely chimerical personage of the Barnum stamp, who, after having gone through the United States, proposed to “do” the British Isles.


  A humorous reply appeared in the February number of the Bulletins de la Societe Geographique of Geneva, which very wittily showed up the Royal Society of London and their phenomenal sturgeon.


  But Herr Petermann, in his Mittheilungen, published at Gotha, reduced the Geneva journal to the most absolute silence. Herr Petermann knew Dr. Ferguson personally, and guaranteed the intrepidity of his dauntless friend.


  Besides, all manner of doubt was quickly put out of the question: preparations for the trip were set on foot at London; the factories of Lyons received a heavy order for the silk required for the body of the balloon; and, finally, the British Government placed the transport-ship Resolute, Captain Bennett, at the disposal of the expedition.


  At once, upon word of all this, a thousand encouragements were offered, and felicitations came pouring in from all quarters. The details of the undertaking were published in full in the bulletins of the Geographical Society of Paris; a remarkable article appeared in the Nouvelles Annales des Voyages, de la Geographie, de l’Histoire, et de l’Archaeologie de M. V. A. Malte-Brun (“New Annals of Travels, Geography, History, and Archaeology, by M. V. A. Malte-Brun”); and a searching essay in the Zeitschrift fur Allgemeine Erdkunde, by Dr. W. Koner, triumphantly demonstrated the feasibility of the journey, its chances of success, the nature of the obstacles existing, the immense advantages of the aerial mode of locomotion, and found fault with nothing but the selected point of departure, which it contended should be Massowah, a small port in Abyssinia, whence James Bruce, in 1768, started upon his explorations in search of the sources of the Nile. Apart from that, it mentioned, in terms of unreserved admiration, the energetic character of Dr. Ferguson, and the heart, thrice panoplied in bronze, that could conceive and undertake such an enterprise.


  The North American Review could not, without some displeasure, contemplate so much glory monopolized by England. It therefore rather ridiculed the doctor’s scheme, and urged him, by all means, to push his explorations as far as America, while he was about it.


  In a word, without going over all the journals in the world, there was not a scientific publication, from the Journal of Evangelical Missions to the Revue Algerienne et Coloniale, from the Annales de la Propagation de la Foi to the Church Missionary Intelligencer, that had not something to say about the affair in all its phases.


  Many large bets were made at London and throughout England generally, first, as to the real or supposititious existence of Dr. Ferguson; secondly, as to the trip itself, which, some contended, would not be undertaken at all, and which was really contemplated, according to others; thirdly, upon the success or failure of the enterprise; and fourthly, upon the probabilities of Dr. Ferguson’s return. The betting-books were covered with entries of immense sums, as though the Epsom races were at stake.


  Thus, believers and unbelievers, the learned and the ignorant, alike had their eyes fixed on the doctor, and he became the lion of the day, without knowing that he carried such a mane. On his part, he willingly gave the most accurate information touching his project. He was very easily approached, being naturally the most affable man in the world. More than one bold adventurer presented himself, offering to share the dangers as well as the glory of the undertaking; but he refused them all, without giving his reasons for rejecting them.


  Numerous inventors of mechanism applicable to the guidance of balloons came to propose their systems, but he would accept none; and, when he was asked whether he had discovered something of his own for that purpose, he constantly refused to give any explanation, and merely busied himself more actively than ever with the preparations for his journey.


  CHAPTER THIRD.
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  [The Doctor’s Friend.—The Origin of their Friendship.—Dick Kennedy at London.—An unexpected but not very consoling Proposal.—A Proverb by no means cheering.—A few Names from the African Martyrology.—The Advantages of a Balloon.—Dr. Ferguson’s Secret.]
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  Dr. Ferguson had a friend—not another self, indeed, an alter ego, for friendship could not exist between two beings exactly alike.


  But, if they possessed different qualities, aptitudes, and temperaments, Dick Kennedy and Samuel Ferguson lived with one and the same heart, and that gave them no great trouble. In fact, quite the reverse.


  Dick Kennedy was a Scotchman, in the full acceptation of the word—open, resolute, and headstrong. He lived in the town of Leith, which is near Edinburgh, and, in truth, is a mere suburb of Auld Reekie. Sometimes he was a fisherman, but he was always and everywhere a determined hunter, and that was nothing remarkable for a son of Caledonia, who had known some little climbing among the Highland mountains. He was cited as a wonderful shot with the rifle, since not only could he split a bullet on a knife-blade, but he could divide it into two such equal parts that, upon weighing them, scarcely any difference would be perceptible.


  Kennedy’s countenance strikingly recalled that of Herbert Glendinning, as Sir Walter Scott has depicted it in “The Monastery”; his stature was above six feet; full of grace and easy movement, he yet seemed gifted with herculean strength; a face embrowned by the sun; eyes keen and black; a natural air of daring courage; in fine, something sound, solid, and reliable in his entire person, spoke, at first glance, in favor of the bonny Scot.


  The acquaintanceship of these two friends had been formed in India, when they belonged to the same regiment. While Dick would be out in pursuit of the tiger and the elephant, Samuel would be in search of plants and insects. Each could call himself expert in his own province, and more than one rare botanical specimen, that to science was as great a victory won as the conquest of a pair of ivory tusks, became the doctor’s booty.


  These two young men, moreover, never had occasion to save each other’s lives, or to render any reciprocal service. Hence, an unalterable friendship. Destiny sometimes bore them apart, but sympathy always united them again.


  Since their return to England they had been frequently separated by the doctor’s distant expeditions; but, on his return, the latter never failed to go, not to ASK for hospitality, but to bestow some weeks of his presence at the home of his crony Dick.


  The Scot talked of the past; the doctor busily prepared for the future. The one looked back, the other forward. Hence, a restless spirit personified in Ferguson; perfect calmness typified in Kennedy—such was the contrast.


  After his journey to the Thibet, the doctor had remained nearly two years without hinting at new explorations; and Dick, supposing that his friend’s instinct for travel and thirst for adventure had at length died out, was perfectly enchanted. They would have ended badly, some day or other, he thought to himself; no matter what experience one has with men, one does not travel always with impunity among cannibals and wild beasts. So, Kennedy besought the doctor to tie up his bark for life, having done enough for science, and too much for the gratitude of men.


  The doctor contented himself with making no reply to this. He remained absorbed in his own reflections, giving himself up to secret calculations, passing his nights among heaps of figures, and making experiments with the strangest-looking machinery, inexplicable to everybody but himself. It could readily be guessed, though, that some great thought was fermenting in his brain.


  “What can he have been planning?” wondered Kennedy, when, in the month of January, his friend quitted him to return to London.


  He found out one morning when he looked into the Daily Telegraph.


  “Merciful Heaven!” he exclaimed, “the lunatic! the madman! Cross Africa in a balloon! Nothing but that was wanted to cap the climax! That’s what he’s been bothering his wits about these two years past!”


  Now, reader, substitute for all these exclamation points, as many ringing thumps with a brawny fist upon the table, and you have some idea of the manual exercise that Dick went through while he thus spoke.


  When his confidential maid-of-all-work, the aged Elspeth, tried to insinuate that the whole thing might be a hoax—


  “Not a bit of it!” said he. “Don’t I know my man? Isn’t it just like him? Travel through the air! There, now, he’s jealous of the eagles, next! No! I warrant you, he’ll not do it! I’ll find a way to stop him! He! why if they’d let him alone, he’d start some day for the moon!”


  On that very evening Kennedy, half alarmed, and half exasperated, took the train for London, where he arrived next morning.


  Three-quarters of an hour later a cab deposited him at the door of the doctor’s modest dwelling, in Soho Square, Greek Street. Forthwith he bounded up the steps and announced his arrival with five good, hearty, sounding raps at the door.


  Ferguson opened, in person.


  “Dick! you here?” he exclaimed, but with no great expression of surprise, after all.


  “Dick himself!” was the response.


  “What, my dear boy, you at London, and this the mid-season of the winter shooting?”


  “Yes! here I am, at London!”


  “And what have you come to town for?”


  “To prevent the greatest piece of folly that ever was conceived.”


  “Folly!” said the doctor.


  “Is what this paper says, the truth?” rejoined Kennedy, holding out the copy of the Daily Telegraph, mentioned above.


  “Ah! that’s what you mean, is it? These newspapers are great tattlers! But, sit down, my dear Dick.”


  “No, I won’t sit down!—Then, you really intend to attempt this journey?”


  “Most certainly! all my preparations are getting along finely, and I—”


  “Where are your traps? Let me have a chance at them! I’ll make them fly! I’ll put your preparations in fine order.” And so saying, the gallant Scot gave way to a genuine explosion of wrath.


  “Come, be calm, my dear Dick!” resumed the doctor. “You’re angry at me because I did not acquaint you with my new project.”


  “He calls this his new project!”


  “I have been very busy,” the doctor went on, without heeding the interruption; “I have had so much to look after! But rest assured that I should not have started without writing to you.”


  “Oh, indeed! I’m highly honored.”


  “Because it is my intention to take you with me.”


  Upon this, the Scotchman gave a leap that a wild goat would not have been ashamed of among his native crags.


  “Ah! really, then, you want them to send us both to Bedlam!”


  “I have counted positively upon you, my dear Dick, and I have picked you out from all the rest.”


  Kennedy stood speechless with amazement.


  “After listening to me for ten minutes,” said the doctor, “you will thank me!”


  “Are you speaking seriously?”


  “Very seriously.”


  “And suppose that I refuse to go with you?”


  “But you won’t refuse.”


  “But, suppose that I were to refuse?”


  “Well, I’d go alone.”


  “Let us sit down,” said Kennedy, “and talk without excitement. The moment you give up jesting about it, we can discuss the thing.”


  “Let us discuss it, then, at breakfast, if you have no objections, my dear Dick.”


  The two friends took their seats opposite to each other, at a little table with a plate of toast and a huge tea-urn before them.


  “My dear Samuel,” said the sportsman, “your project is insane! it is impossible! it has no resemblance to anything reasonable or practicable!”


  “That’s for us to find out when we shall have tried it!”


  “But trying it is exactly what you ought not to attempt.”


  “Why so, if you please?”


  “Well, the risks, the difficulty of the thing.”


  “As for difficulties,” replied Ferguson, in a serious tone, “they were made to be overcome; as for risks and dangers, who can flatter himself that he is to escape them? Every thing in life involves danger; it may even be dangerous to sit down at one’s own table, or to put one’s hat on one’s own head. Moreover, we must look upon what is to occur as having already occurred, and see nothing but the present in the future, for the future is but the present a little farther on.”


  “There it is!” exclaimed Kennedy, with a shrug. “As great a fatalist as ever!”


  “Yes! but in the good sense of the word. Let us not trouble ourselves, then, about what fate has in store for us, and let us not forget our good old English proverb: ‘The man who was born to be hung will never be drowned!’”


  There was no reply to make, but that did not prevent Kennedy from resuming a series of arguments which may be readily conjectured, but which were too long for us to repeat.
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  “Well, then,” he said, after an hour’s discussion, “if you are absolutely determined to make this trip across the African continent—if it is necessary for your happiness, why not pursue the ordinary routes?”


  “Why?” ejaculated the doctor, growing animated. “Because, all attempts to do so, up to this time, have utterly failed. Because, from Mungo Park, assassinated on the Niger, to Vogel, who disappeared in the Wadai country; from Oudney, who died at Murmur, and Clapperton, lost at Sackatou, to the Frenchman Maizan, who was cut to pieces; from Major Laing, killed by the Touaregs, to Roscher, from Hamburg, massacred in the beginning of 1860, the names of victim after victim have been inscribed on the lists of African martyrdom! Because, to contend successfully against the elements; against hunger, and thirst, and fever; against savage beasts, and still more savage men, is impossible! Because, what cannot be done in one way, should be tried in another. In fine, because what one cannot pass through directly in the middle, must be passed by going to one side or overhead!”


  “If passing over it were the only question!” interposed Kennedy; “but passing high up in the air, doctor, there’s the rub!”


  “Come, then,” said the doctor, “what have I to fear? You will admit that I have taken my precautions in such manner as to be certain that my balloon will not fall; but, should it disappoint me, I should find myself on the ground in the normal conditions imposed upon other explorers. But, my balloon will not deceive me, and we need make no such calculations.”


  “Yes, but you must take them into view.”


  “No, Dick. I intend not to be separated from the balloon until I reach the western coast of Africa. With it, every thing is possible; without it, I fall back into the dangers and difficulties as well as the natural obstacles that ordinarily attend such an expedition: with it, neither heat, nor torrents, nor tempests, nor the simoom, nor unhealthy climates, nor wild animals, nor savage men, are to be feared! If I feel too hot, I can ascend; if too cold, I can come down. Should there be a mountain, I can pass over it; a precipice, I can sweep across it; a river, I can sail beyond it; a storm, I can rise away above it; a torrent, I can skim it like a bird! I can advance without fatigue, I can halt without need of repose! I can soar above the nascent cities! I can speed onward with the rapidity of a tornado, sometimes at the loftiest heights, sometimes only a hundred feet above the soil, while the map of Africa unrolls itself beneath my gaze in the great atlas of the world.”


  Even the stubborn Kennedy began to feel moved, and yet the spectacle thus conjured up before him gave him the vertigo. He riveted his eyes upon the doctor with wonder and admiration, and yet with fear, for he already felt himself swinging aloft in space.


  “Come, come,” said he, at last. “Let us see, Samuel. Then you have discovered the means of guiding a balloon?”


  “Not by any means. That is a Utopian idea.”


  “Then, you will go—”


  “Whithersoever Providence wills; but, at all events, from east to west.”


  “Why so?”


  “Because I expect to avail myself of the trade-winds, the direction of which is always the same.”


  “Ah! yes, indeed!” said Kennedy, reflecting; “the trade-winds—yes—truly—one might—there’s something in that!”


  “Something in it—yes, my excellent friend—there’s EVERY THING in it. The English Government has placed a transport at my disposal, and three or four vessels are to cruise off the western coast of Africa, about the presumed period of my arrival. In three months, at most, I shall be at Zanzibar, where I will inflate my balloon, and from that point we shall launch ourselves.”


  “We!” said Dick.


  “Have you still a shadow of an objection to offer? Speak, friend Kennedy.”


  “An objection! I have a thousand; but among other things, tell me, if you expect to see the country. If you expect to mount and descend at pleasure, you cannot do so, without losing your gas. Up to this time no other means have been devised, and it is this that has always prevented long journeys in the air.”


  “My dear Dick, I have only one word to answer—I shall not lose one particle of gas.”


  “And yet you can descend when you please?”


  “I shall descend when I please.”


  “And how will you do that?”


  “Ah, ha! therein lies my secret, friend Dick. Have faith, and let my device be yours—‘Excelsior!’”


  “‘Excelsior’ be it then,” said the sportsman, who did not understand a word of Latin.


  But he made up his mind to oppose his friend’s departure by all means in his power, and so pretended to give in, at the same time keeping on the watch. As for the doctor, he went on diligently with his preparations.
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