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			Learning How to Hear the Holy Spirit’s Whispers When You Read Your Bible

			As I have grown older, I’m embarrassed to confess that I seem to be getting harder of hearing. I have had the awkward experience of conversing with people, seeing their mouths move, yet not really being able to hear what they were saying. This is especially true if someone speaks softly.

			I used to have a similar experience when I read my Bible. I have always loved reading it, but I didn’t always “hear” God speaking to me. It’s as though I knew His mouth was moving—He was saying something because the words were on the page—but I couldn’t really hear what He was saying. That changed when I started applying a simple form of meditation to my Bible reading. It has transformed not only my daily time with the Lord but even my life, as I am now able to hear when He speaks softly in His gentle whispers.

			Each morning, I set aside time to read my Bible. I do so in a designated chair beside a table on which I keep a pair of glasses, pen, pencil, notebook, and tissues so I don’t have to waste valuable time running around looking for any of those items. The passage of Scripture that I read is not a randomly selected portion of God’s Word; instead, it’s a book of the Bible that I have felt God leading me to work through from beginning to end.1 But my aim is not to get through the book. My aim is to hear the Spirit’s whispers as I read. So I don’t tackle an entire chapter each morning, as that would become a time-consuming burden. I focus on just one paragraph of verses. The next morning, I pick up where I left off and meditate on the paragraph that follows the one I worked through the previous morning. As I write this, I’m reading the gospel of John, from beginning to end, paragraph by paragraph, chapter by chapter.

			As I read the paragraph of verses, I ask four questions of the text.

			The first is, What does God’s Word say? To answer this question, I reread the verses, then list in my notebook the outstanding facts that I find in them. I do not paraphrase, which would be to put words in God’s mouth. I just omit some of the “extra” words or descriptions, like adjectives and prepositional phrases, then focus especially on nouns and verbs as I pinpoint exactly what the facts are.

			The second question is, What does God’s Word mean? To answer this I go back to my list of facts and try to learn something from each one. I look for a command to obey, a promise to claim, or a warning to heed. I also look to see what the people are doing or saying that I should also do or say…or that I shouldn’t do or say. Then I write down the lessons in my notebook verse by verse.

			The third question is, What does God’s Word mean in my life? This is where so often I begin to hear the Spirit’s whisper. Because the answer to this question is found when I go back to the lessons I’ve written down and rewrite them in the form of questions I would ask myself or someone else. It’s amazing to me that as I’m writing out the questions, I often hear the Spirit whispering His comfort, instruction, warning, encouragement, or answers to my private prayers. This doesn’t happen every morning, but it does happen more mornings than not.

			The fourth question is, What is my takeaway? I write down whatever God seems to have said to me to make sure that I am applying what He has said, then live it out. I date it to hold myself accountable to follow through in obedience. Then I conclude in prayer as I talk to the Lord about what I’ve just read.

			In my private devotions, I am in the gospel of John. I have drawn from it for the following example in order to lead you through this exercise.

			
				
						
						Step 1: Read God’s Word

						Look at the passage

					
						
						Step 2: What Does God’s Word Say?

						List the facts

					
				

				
						
						Read John 1:35–39

					
						
						Since facts are facts, and if we are using the same translation of the Bible, then our lists will be similar. You may have more facts, and I may have fewer facts, or vice versa. The important thing is that we do not paraphrase but use the actual words of the passage itself. Having reread John 1:35–39 the following are the facts I pulled out:

					
				

				
						
						v. 35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples.

					
						
						v. 35 The next day John was again with his disciples.

					
				

				
						
						v. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

					
						
						v. 36 When he saw Jesus, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

					
				

				
						
						v. 37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.

					
						
						v. 37 When the disciples heard, they followed Jesus.

					
				

				
						
						v. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?”

					
						
						v. 38 Turning, Jesus saw them following.

						Jesus asked, “What do you want?”

						They said, “Where are You staying?”

					
				

				
						
						v. 39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So, they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth hour.

					
						
						v. 39 “Come,” He replied, “and see.”

						They went and spent that day with Him.

					
				

				
						
						Step 3: What Does God’s Word Mean?

						Learn the lessons

					
						
						Step 4: What Does God’s Word Mean in My Life?

						Listen to His whispers

					
				

				
						
						The following lessons are ones I have extracted from each of the facts on the previous page in answer to the above question:

					
						
						As I rewrite the lessons in the form of questions that I ask myself, I listen carefully for the Spirit’s whisper:

					
				

				
						
						v. 35 Discipleship is a longer commitment than just one day.

					
						
						v. 35 Having read this book, am I willing to choose be a disciple?

					
				

				
						
						v. 36 A true man or woman of God points others to Jesus.

					
						
						v. 36 At the end of this book, have I heard the whisper of the Spirit pointing me to Jesus?

					
				

				
						
						v.37 We may need to separate from someone we love and respect in order to choose to follow Jesus for ourselves.

					
						
						v. 37 Am I willing now to follow Jesus for myself, even if it means separation from others?

					
				

				
						
						v. 38 When we choose to follow Jesus, we discover we have His undivided attention.

						Jesus challenges us to tell Him what we want.

						Those who want to follow Jesus desire to be where He is that they might know Him better.

					
						
						v. 38 If I have chosen to follow Jesus, am I aware He is giving me His full attention?

						Why do I want to follow Him?

						Do I really want to be where Jesus is—to spend time daily in His presence so that I might know Him better?

					
				

				
						
						v. 39 Jesus invites us to get to know Him.

						It’s our choice to spend time with Jesus.

					
						
						v. 39 Will I accept Jesus’s invitation to “come”—to get to know Him better?

						If so, what part of this day…and every day…will I carve out in order to spend time with Jesus, asking the Spirit of Truth to guide me?

					
				

				
						
						There can be multiple lessons from one fact depending on your perspective. The above is just a sampling. The same is true when we rewrite the lessons into questions. There is no limit to what you can come up with.

					
						
						 

					
				

			

			
				
						
						Step 5: What Is My Takeaway?

						Live out God’s Word

					
				

				
						
						The last step in this exercise is to write down what I’m going to do about what the Spirit seems to have whispered from John 1:35–39 in order to hold myself accountable.

						Example:

						I want to be a Jesus follower, so I choose to spend time with Him each day through prayer and meditating on His Word, asking the Holy Spirit to take from what is His and make it known to me in order to get to know Jesus for myself…then make Him known to others.

					
				

			

			
				Date:

			

			This exercise is simple but challenging in that it requires you and me to think for ourselves. It effectively removes the “middleman” and allows us to hear directly from the Spirit through God’s Word. Don’t be intimidated. Some days I have a hard time getting the lessons from the facts, and some days it seems easier. And the Spirit doesn’t seem to whisper to me every day. But meditating on His Word as I listen for His voice has transformed the time I spend with Him.

			If you need further help, please visit my website: www.annegrahamlotz.org. We have free worksheets, Bible studies, and videos, all for the purpose of helping you read your Bible so that you, too, can hear the Spirit’s whispers. But remember, Jesus said, “The Holy Spirit…will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”2 So before you read your Bible, pray and ask Him to teach you through it. He’s eager to get started.
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			Learning How to Be Filled—and Stay Filled—with the Holy Spirit

			The family home of my childhood is located in a cove that is accessed by a narrow drive that winds around the mountainside. Almost three-quarters of the way to the house, the drive takes a sharp right-angled turn. A mountain spring is located at this bend in the road. When I was young, the spring flowed across the drive, and in the winter when the temperature dropped, the water would freeze and form a serious hazard to anyone trying to drive up or down. So my mother took an old wooden bucket and placed it at the base of the spring. She then drove one end of a pipe into the spring itself, with the other end of the pipe protruding over the bucket. Sure enough! The water from the spring flowed through the pipe and into the bucket. When the bucket filled with water, instead of flowing across the drive, it overflowed into a ditch beside the road, and the hazard was removed.

			From time to time we would find the pipe dry as water once again seeped through the ground and flowed across the drive. When that happened, Mother would take a straight stick and run it through the pipe to remove whatever was clogging it. Sometimes it was a rotten leaf, sometimes it was a slippery salamander, and sometimes it was a small, hard pebble. As soon as she dislodged and removed whatever it was, the water once again began to flow through the pipe, into the bucket, then into the roadside ditch.

			If we use Mother’s creative solution to the ice hazard as a spiritual illustration, the water is like the power and presence of the Holy Spirit, the pipe is His access to us, and the bucket represents our lives that should be overflowing with Him as a blessing to others. But sometimes His access is hindered. We seem to dry up and fall into our old ways. When that happens, we need to take the “stick” of the cross and apply it to the Spirit’s access. Maybe His flow is clogged by a rotten leaf—something from the past like a failure or a disappointment. Or maybe the Spirit’s access is blocked by a slippery salamander—a sinful habit that seems to elude our effort to change or a memory that pops up in the middle of the night. Maybe the obstruction is a hardened pebble of unforgiveness, bitterness, resentment, or anger.

			Whatever it is, bring it to the cross. Ask the Holy Spirit, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting”1—the way that leads to the foot of the cross. He will show you what the blockage is. Then you need to choose to remove it.

			To be filled with the Holy Spirit is not mystical or emotional. It’s not reserved for an exclusive group of people. It is actually a command that we are to obey: “Be filled with the Spirit.”2 And because commands are obeyable, they involve decisions we intentionally make with our wills. Think about it. If obedience depended on our emotions or feelings, we could never consistently be obedient since we can’t control our emotions. So obedience rests strictly on the intentional choice we make to follow through on whatever God has said. Being filled with the Spirit is not an option or an exception.

			To obey the command to be filled with the Spirit, choose to bring your sin to the Cross, then take whatever action is necessary to remove it. The Holy Spirit will empower you to make this decision and follow through.

			My prayer for you is that, as a result of reading this book, you will make the choice to be filled with the Holy Spirit, if you have not already done so. The necessary actions involve simple disciplines in the Christian life. While much of the following has been covered in this book, it bears repeating here to give you the opportunity to apply what you have read. Follow me as together we walk through these simple steps. Please consider each question, carefully look up each scripture, and sincerely ask God to fill you with His Spirit, who, as you now know, is Jesus…in you.

			1. A HEART WHERE HE DWELLS

			Since the Holy Spirit is Jesus living inside you, take a moment to examine your heart. Does the Holy Spirit truly live within you? At what point in time can you remember inviting Jesus, with your conscious mind, to come into your heart? If you cannot remember a time when you deliberately issued that invitation, how can you be sure He lives within you? Let’s make sure together.

			NOTE: If you are certain without any doubt that your heart is one in which Jesus dwells, then skip the following steps and begin the exercise with section 2, “A Heart That He Fills.” But before you do, take a moment to thank God for the priceless provision of His Spirit.

			Because you cannot be filled with the Holy Spirit until He dwells in your heart, it’s very important to make sure that He lives within you. I know you won’t misunderstand. To invite Jesus into your heart is the same thing as inviting the Holy Spirit into your heart.

			If you have any doubt whatsoever that Jesus, in the person of the Holy Spirit, lives within you, then take a few minutes right now to make sure that He does by humbly coming to God in prayer:

			
					
					Acknowledge that you are a sinner (Romans 3:23).

				

					
					Confess specific sins that come to your mind (1 John 1:9). Make sure that you don’t rationalize the sin by the label you give it. Name it for what it is in God’s eyes.

				

					
					Repent of your sin, which means to stop sinning in your actions and to change your mind about it in your attitude as you turn away from it (Luke 13:5; Acts 3:19).

				

					
					Ask God to cleanse and forgive you (Ephesians 1:7; 1 John 1:7).

				

					
					Invite Jesus, in the person of the Holy Spirit, to come into your life (Luke 11:13; John 1:12; Revelation 3:20).

				

					
					Surrender the control of your life to Him as your Lord (Acts 2:36).

				

					
					To help you with the deep, blessed assurance that Jesus now lives within you in the person of the Holy Spirit, tell someone of the decision you have made, then publicly declare your decision through baptism (Acts 2:37–39; Romans 10:9–10).

				

			

			Once you have prayerfully, sincerely gone through these steps, take a few moments to rejoice! Praise God! Based on what He has said in His Word, your sins—all of them—are now forgiven! You have established a personal, right relationship with Him. You have received eternal life, which means you have entered into a personal relationship with God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, as you are now a member of His family. A heavenly home is your birthright. And Jesus now lives inside you in the person of the Holy Spirit.

			If you doubt any part of this, go back and reread the Scripture references once again—and again if necessary—until you claim by faith what God has said. Jesus accepts your invitation when you issue it by faith in what God has said, holding God to His own Word, claiming His promises for yourself. It’s critical that your faith is based not on what I or anyone else has said or written but on what God Himself has said. He keeps His Word. You can count on His Word because it is backed by the integrity of His own character. What’s more, once you belong to Him, He will never leave you and never forsake you regardless of what you do or someone else does or says! (Romans 8:35, 37–39; Hebrews 13:5–6).

			The Holy Spirit—Jesus inside you—is also God’s pledge or guarantee that He will keep all His promises because He is permanently, personally, passionately committed to you! You now bear His seal of ownership (Ephesians 1:13).

			2. A HEART THAT HE FILLS

			If you are indwelt by the Holy Spirit because you have been born again into the family of God by faith in Jesus, then are you filled with His Holy Spirit? As we have discovered in this book, the Holy Spirit living inside you is not the same thing as the Holy Spirit filling your life. I shared with you the analogy that while I may invite you to come into my home, I may allow you only restricted access. You may come into my living room or kitchen or some other more public room but not into my messy laundry room or my private bedroom and bath or the neglected upstairs. In other words, it’s possible for you to be invited into my home without having access to every room.

			Likewise, it’s possible to invite the Holy Spirit into your life, fully intending to give Him access to everything, but then when He enters areas you want to keep hidden or keep under your own control, you bar the door. You refuse to surrender that habit, relationship, pleasure, memory, goal, or method for fear that if you do, the change He will bring about will be less than what you want for yourself. The trade-off is that when you restrict His access in your life, you give up being filled with the Spirit and you deny yourself access to all His spiritual blessings, including His power and eternal purpose for your life.

			I’m going to assume that because you are still reading this, you want to be filled with the Holy Spirit. You want to give Him unrestricted access to every nook and cranny, every dark recess, every relationship, every attitude, every dream, every action in your life. You deeply desire to place everything under His authority, then live out that surrender moment by moment in a life that overflows with Jesus. I do too!

			The following steps to being filled with the Holy Spirit are simple but not necessarily easy.

			Confess all known sin to God.

			
					
					Ask God to bring to your conscious mind those sins you need to confess to Him (1 John 1:9).

				

					
					Don’t worry about the sins you are not aware of. It may help you to list your sins as they come to mind (1 Corinthians 6:9–11, 18–20; Galatians 5:19–21; Ephesians 4:29–32; James 2:10; 4:17).

				

					
					Read the list of sins in appendix C of this book in order to sharpen your focus and clear away any remaining cobwebs of denial, rationalization, excuses, defensiveness, or pride that may lurk in your heart.

				

			

			Repent of your sin.

			Repentance means to repudiate sin, stop it, and turn away from it. Is there a sinful attitude or action you need to stop? Or a habit you need to break? Or a relationship you need to forsake? Name it, reject it, and turn away from it (2 Corinthians 6:14–18; Ephesians 4:17–28; Colossians 3:5–10).

			Get right with others.

			Choose right now to name the person with whom you have a severed relationship, confess honestly anything you contributed to the wounding, and set it right to the best of your ability—now. Place a phone call or write an email or text. Just reach out and offer the person forgiveness or ask that person to forgive you (Matthew 5:23–24; Hebrews 12:15).

			Destroy any idols in your life.

			An idol is anything that you put before God. It can be your child or your desire for a child, your spouse or your desire for a spouse, your career, your goals, your friends, your image, your reputation, your money, your entertainment, your pleasures, your eating or dieting, your health or your healing, your exercise or your laziness, your church or your ministry, your position, your home, your material possessions, sex, technology, web surfing, texting, social media. An idol is anything that preoccupies your thoughts to the extent God is shut out or relegated to the leftovers of your mind or your time or your money or your affection. Whatever the idol is, destroy it! (Exodus 20:3–4; 1 John 5:21).

			Intentionally, humbly, and sincerely surrender all that you are and have to God.

			Open every door, every room, every closet, every dark recess of your heart and life to the Holy Spirit. If there is anything you are still clinging to and refusing to surrender, let it go now. Think carefully.

			
					
					Give God first place in your priorities (Matthew 6:33).

				

					
					Give God first place in your time (Psalm 63:6).

				

					
					Give God first place in your thoughts (Joshua 1:8).

				

					
					Give God first place in your heart (Deuteronomy 6:5–6).

				

			

			The following words of an old hymn penned by J. Edwin Orr may help you articulate your prayer:

			Search me, O God, and know my heart today;

			Try me, O Savior, know my thoughts, I pray;

			See if there be some wicked way in me;

			Cleanse me from every sin, and set me free.

			I praise Thee, Lord, for cleansing me from sin;

			Fulfill Thy Word, and make me pure within;

			Fill me with fire, where once I burned with shame;

			Grant my desire to magnify Thy name.

			O Holy Ghost, revival comes from Thee;

			Send a revival—start the work in me;

			Thy Word declares Thou wilt supply our need;

			For blessings now, O Lord, I humbly plead.3

			Ask God to fill you with His Spirit.

			When you have surrendered everything to God as far as you know and understand, ask Him now to fill you with His Spirit (Galatians 2:20).

			Believe by faith that you are now filled with His Spirit and thank Him.

			When you finish your prayer, having completed the previous steps, you can assume, by faith that you are now filled with the Holy Spirit! Take a moment to thank Him!

			For some, the filling of the Holy Spirit is a crisis-type experience that can be triggered by great pressure or problems. For others, it is more of a growth process, without crisis.

			For some, the filling of the Holy Spirit is accompanied by emotion, while for others it is simply a series of deep, daily, earnest choices without emotion.

			For some, the filling of the Holy Spirit can be more overwhelming than their conversion. For others, it is simply the quiet awareness that God is in complete control.

			I’ve already noted that people in Scripture were described by others as being filled with the Holy Spirit, but people didn’t make this claim about themselves (Luke 1:15, 41, 67; Acts 4:8, 31). Don’t get caught up in feelings or comparisons with others.

			Walk in the Spirit.

			You are now ready to begin the process of walking in the Spirit as you live, surrendered moment by moment to His moment-by-moment control (Romans 8:1–16; Galatians 5:25; 1 John 1:7; 2:6).

			Don’t be discouraged.

			As you live out your Christian life, you will still continue to sin, although a Spirit-filled person does not sin willfully or consciously (1 John 3:6).

			But Spirit-filled people do sin! Our sin may be disobedience or neglect or an attitude or a habit we struggle to overcome. But any and all sin grieves or quenches the Holy Spirit, who lives within us (Ephesians 4:30). As soon as you sin, you are no longer filled with Him.

			When this happens, as it will…

			Return to the Cross.

			When you become aware that you have sinned and therefore grieved the Holy Spirit, repeat the previous steps. Do not feel embarrassed or ashamed to return to the Cross and ask God for cleansing and refilling.

			The Bible records not just one but many fillings of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the apostles.4 Remember, the Christian life is a journey, step by step, day by day. Growth into maturity takes time. There are no shortcuts. Increasingly, as you follow these steps, they will become a habit. You will more quickly recognize your sin, return to the Cross, and receive cleansing and refilling.

			Pray with me now:

			
				Dear Spirit of Jesus,

				When You first hovered over chaos, order came to birth, beauty robed the world, fruitfulness sprang forth.

				I have learned so much about You that I long to be filled with You until I overflow. You who proceed from the Father and the Son, look on me and have mercy.

				Please, move, I pray, upon my disordered heart;

				Take away the infirmities of unruly desires and hateful lusts;

				Lift the mists and darkness of unbelief;

				Brighten my soul with the pure light of truth;

				Fulfill in me the glory of Your divine offices;

				Be my helper, comforter, advocate, intercessor, counselor, strengthener, and standby.

				Take the things of Jesus and show them to my soul;

				Through You may I daily learn more of His love, grace, compassion, faithfulness, beauty;

				Lead me to the cross and show me His wounds, the hateful nature of evil, the power of Satan;

				May I there see my sins as…

				the nails that transfixed Him,

				the cords that bound Him,

				the thorns that tore Him,

				the sword that pierced Him.

				Help me find in His death the reality and immensity of His love.

				Increase my faith in the clear knowledge of atonement achieved, guilt done away, my debt paid, my sins forgiven, my person redeemed, my soul saved, hell vanquished, Heaven opened, and eternity made mine.

				Make me a pure vessel. A clean temple. A polished living stone that reflects His purity and glory.

				O Holy Spirit, deepen in me these saving lessons.

				Write them upon my heart that my walk would be sin loathing, sin fleeing, Christ exalting, glory giving,5 until all see Jesus overflowing in me. And until You rejoice as the universe erupts in applause for the One who alone is worthy of all praise and honor and glory and power forever and ever!

				For the glory of His great name—Jesus.

				Amen.
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			A Self-Examination of Personal Sin

			Below is the list of sins that triggered my own repentance and experience of personal revival several years ago. The booklet from which it is taken included more explanation for most of these sins.1 I have simply listed them. The author did say to read the list through prayerfully three times.

			
					
					ingratitude

				

					
					lack of love for God

				

					
					neglect of Bible reading

				

					
					instances of unbelief

				

					
					neglect of prayer

				

					
					neglect of spiritual disciplines

				

					
					a poor attitude when performing spiritual duties

				

					
					lack of love for the souls of others

				

					
					lack of concern for unreached people

				

					
					neglect of family duties

				

					
					neglect of watchfulness over my own life

				

					
					neglect of watching over my brothers and sisters in Christ

				

					
					neglect of self-denial

				

					
					worldly mindedness

				

					
					pride

				

					
					envy

				

					
					a critical spirit

				

					
					slander

				

					
					lack of seriousness

				

					
					lying

				

					
					cheating

				

					
					hypocrisy

				

					
					robbing God

				

					
					bad temper

				

					
					hindering others from being useful

				

			

			For a similar list with more explanation, please see my own list as published in Expecting to See Jesus.2 And remember, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.”3
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			Gifts of the Spirit

			In chapter 18 we considered the Holy Spirit’s equipping of the believer, which includes spiritual gifts. The gifts are supernatural and given to us by the sovereign choice of the Holy Spirit. They are not natural talents.

			There are three categories: motivational gifts, manifestation gifts, and ministry gifts.

			MOTIVATIONAL GIFTS

			The following is the list Paul gave to the Roman believers, along with my understanding of each gift’s description and the characteristics of the person who possesses it.1 They have been described as motivational gifts because they tend to dominate our perspective on life, decision-making, friendships, and our relationship with God.

			Prophecy is the ability to give out God’s Word in a relevant way to the hearers. In the Old Testament God’s prophets were responsible for receiving a message from God and then relaying it to God’s people. The message they were given often involved foretelling the future. To be deemed authentic divine messengers, they were required to be 100 percent accurate 100 percent of the time. Anything less was an offense that carried with it the death penalty.2

			Today a person who has the gift of prophecy is still responsible for receiving a message from God and relaying it to God’s people. But the message is based on the revelation God has given in the Bible. A person who has this gift is not satisfied to just present the truth of God’s Word in an academic fashion but seeks to apply the truth to the lives of others and persuade them to receive and live by it. This person feels compelled to express thoughts about what is right and wrong and is willing to suffer for faithfully speaking the truth. People with this gift have a keen ability to discern the motives of others. They can be painfully direct, make quick judgments, and are open and honest about their own weaknesses. A biblical example of someone who possessed this gift is the apostle Peter.3

			Ministry is what we sometimes call a gift of service or helps. A person with this gift is content to work behind the scenes doing practical things and is delighted to apply this gifting to free others to exercise their own giftings. A biblical example is Timothy, the apostle Paul’s “son in the faith,”4 pastor of the Ephesian church, and superintendent of some of the churches in Asia.5

			Teaching is a gift that thrives on searching out and validating truth. A teacher is more academically minded than the prophet and is satisfied to present truth, not necessarily to get it across to others. This person loves to study, dissect Scripture, and present truth in a systematic order. A person with this gift emphasizes facts and details and may challenge the credentials of a pastor or Bible teacher. Luke would be a good example of a biblical teacher.6

			Exhortation is a gift of encouragement. A person who possesses this gift stimulates others to walk more closely with Jesus. This person is good at one-on-one ministry and can visualize another person’s potential. And rather than be discouraged by personal tribulation, this person sees it as a means of spiritual growth. The apostle Paul would be the best biblical example of someone with this gift.7

			Giving is an unusual gift that has nothing to do with financial status. This person lives to give, not accumulate. People with this gift provide for the needs of others with joy but do so privately, not publicly. While they are usually thrifty and frugal in their personal lives, they give generously, even sacrificially, to meet the needs of others. The Macedonian believers had this gift.8

			Administration or ruling is a gift of organization. People who have this gift are leaders, delegators, coordinators, or facilitators who can keep an entire operation on track. They are self-starters with the ability to take a large task and break it into smaller pieces that others can carry out. They never seem to be overwhelmed by the size of the challenge before them. They are thick skinned, know what should and should not be delegated, and demand loyalty from those under them. In the Old Testament Nehemiah was a gifted administrator.9

			Mercy is the ability to empathize with the need, pain, or heartache of others. People with this gift are great at healing relationships and bringing restoration. They are attracted to the distressed. They tend to lack firmness because they don’t want to cause more hurt. They desire physical closeness and quality time, sensitive to the emotional needs of others. The apostle John would seem to exemplify someone who has this gift.10

			What difference does knowing and operating according to your gifting make? Let’s consider this question in the context of the local church. What if the person with a gift of mercy were put in charge of the budget? It would soon be in the red because few who asked for help would be refused. Or what if the prophet were put in charge of visitation? We can almost hear the angry shouts as people would slam the doors of their homes to the visiting team, offended by the bluntness of the prophet. Or if the person with the gift of encouragement or exhortation were put in charge of evangelism? I doubt many would be told they needed to renounce their sin.

			Instead, it stands to reason that a person with the gift of prophecy would serve as the pastor; a person with the gift of ministry would serve as the office manager or be placed in charge of community outreach; teachers would be at the lecterns of the Sunday school classrooms; exhorters would be small-group leaders; givers would handle the treasury; an administrator would be the executive pastor or director of education; and those with the gift of mercy would be placed on hospital visitation. Paul wrote specifically that these gifts are given for the common good.11 They are not toys to be played with but tools to be used for blessing and building up others in their faith.

			MANIFESTATION GIFTS

			Manifestation gifts of the Spirit are given for the edification of others to the glory of God.12 While each believer has one dominant motivational gift, a person can have multiple manifestation gifts. These work with the motivational gift to create an infinite variety of combinations that make each person’s gifting unique. We are told to seek these gifts,13 yet that does not necessarily mean we will receive them. Once again, “all these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.”14

			Word of Wisdom

			This is a gift of understanding God’s revealed truth. I have observed this gift most clearly in third-world countries where God’s people have not had access to Bible schools and theological seminaries. One of my first commitments when I left teaching my weekly Bible class was to a pastors’ conference in Suva, Fiji. I had been asked to give several messages to about six hundred pastors who had come in from the hundreds of surrounding islands. While I was humbled and honored to do so, I asked the organizers whether I could also be given a women’s meeting. I was told that, in that culture, women did not gather for separate meetings. When I asked them to try to arrange one anyway, they agreed. The result was a small women’s meeting in the back storeroom of the facility where the men’s meetings were taking place.

			There were no chairs, so the women sat on boxes arranged in a semicircle. They were barefoot, and most had walked for miles to attend the meeting. To this day I can see their beautiful round faces, sparkling dark eyes, heads crowned with brown hair as they looked at me expectantly. They clutched tattered Bibles on their laps. As I opened my Bible and taught them, then threw open the meeting for back-and-forth discussion, their insights were mind blowing! I could hardly take in the depth of their knowledge and understanding. I knew what I was witnessing was a manifestation of the Holy Spirit’s equipping of these women to understand spiritual things at a level even some of my friends back home would have difficulty grasping. It was the Holy Spirit’s supernatural equipping of God’s children.

			Word of Knowledge

			This gift involves ordinary truth that is supernaturally revealed. Its most effective use seems to be for insight in how to pray. My daughter Rachel-Ruth has this gift.

			Several years ago I was in a cabin at the Billy Graham Training Center at The Cove, preparing to lead my fall seminar. I stepped outside the cabin to take a walk, realized I did not have my cell phone in my pocket, so I stepped back into the cabin to get it. When I stepped back outside, I saw movement in the woods below the cabin. As I focused on the disturbance, I saw a black bear walking through the trees. Fascinated, I continued to watch until I realized he was coming straight for the cabin! I quickly turned around, went back inside, then watched in consternation as the bear, who seemed somewhat sickly, staggered up onto the cabin porch, tore up the pillow I had just been sitting on, turned over my glass of ice tea, reared up on his hind legs to stare at me through the window, then circled the cabin two more times before ambling off into the woods!

			When Rachel-Ruth called that night to check on me, I told her what had happened. She asked me what time the bear had been there, so I told her it was late morning—the very time she had been on her knees in prayer with eight other ladies. She said she had felt led to pray out loud for my protection from bears. When she finished praying, the other ladies chuckled at her strange request. But no one was laughing the next time they met when she related to them what had happened. I know if I had not gone back into the cabin to retrieve my cell phone, I would have quickly walked away from the cabin—and right into that bear.

			The insight Rachel-Ruth received was a manifestation of the Spirit’s word of knowledge. I’ve also experienced, from time to time, random people coming up to me after I have spoken or catching me while I’m out in public, who say they have a word of knowledge for me. They seem to be sincere, well meaning, and I usually make the time to let them share what’s on their hearts. Following the encounter, I take to the Lord in prayer what the person said, and leave it there. I know if the word of knowledge is from Him, it will come to pass. I have never acted on what someone has told me. I simply tuck it away for the encouragement, warning, preparation, or confirmation that it may be.

			Faith

			This refers not to saving faith but to trusting God against enormous odds. This gift is most obvious when it is exercised by church planters and missionaries, although laypeople can possess it also. One of my favorite examples is that of Matt and Misty Hedspeth. Matt came from a fine family in our city, gave his heart to Jesus while in college before he began a real-estate development business. Soon after, he married Misty, who began practicing family law, and they seemed headed for a typical southern, good-life type of future.

			Matt loved to surf, scuba dive, and engage in other water sports, so he and Misty decided to vacation in Panama. But that’s where their lives were invaded by God. Instead of kicking back and enjoying leisure activities, they were gripped by the thousands of orphans and homeless children that seemed to be everywhere, children with no hope and no future.

			As a result, Matt and Misty felt called to Panama. Misty went to work to change the adoption laws in the nation—and succeeded! Matt used his real-estate development background to build orphanages and most recently completed Panama’s first temporary home and therapy center for special-needs orphans, Casa Providencia.15 Their ministry also provides adoption and foster-care services, legal counsel, psychological assessments, and education—at no charge! They are surely exhibit A of the gift of faith.

			Another example is Wes and Vicky Bentley. In 1999 they had a vision to train chaplains for the South Sudanese army. So far Wes has trained over four hundred chaplains. The former deputy governor of South Kordofan, Abdel Aziz, has stated that the chaplains are the best men in his army. The Islamic enemy forces know them to be fearless. The jihadists call them “the army of God that is not afraid to die for their faith.”

			While Wes has trained chaplains, Vicky has founded a missionary-aviation ministry as well as ministries that provide discipleship and literacy training for women and basic needs for children. Their organization, Far Reaching Ministries, has a Bible college in Kenya as well as outreaches in South Sudan, Uganda, the Congo, Mauritius, South Africa, France, Ireland, Russia, Asia, and the United States.16

			How I praise God for Wes and Vicki Bentley, and Matt and Misty Hedspeth. They have been and are faithful to exercise the gift of faith to the glory of God. And I praise God for the thousands of other missionaries and ministry leaders who are exercising their gift of faith as they take the gospel to the four corners of the globe, caring for the least of these in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

			Healing

			Praise God! He still heals today physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually. Joe’s story, which I shared earlier, is evidence of multiple facets of healing. But another example I will never forget involved my youngest granddaughter, Anne Riggin. I had invited a counselor into our family to help us talk through multiple issues. He was kind, wise, gifted, and amazingly helpful. He was also a healer. After a couple of days, he had accomplished all he felt he could at that time. Promising to return several months later, he gathered his things to leave. Anne Riggin, about age six at the time, ran over to me and tugged at my hand. “But, Mimi. He hasn’t prayed for my warts.” She had patches of warts on her legs, torso, and hands. I looked at the intensity of her little expression and her eagerness to be helped. I caught him as he was literally walking out the door and asked whether he would pray for her to be healed of her warts. He stopped right where he was, put his things down, and called her to him. She walked over to him and he took both of her hands in his. Looking her right in the eye, he asked whether she believed Jesus could heal her. She nodded with a child’s simplicity. “Yes.” So he prayed. Then he left. The next day, every single wart was gone! And they have never returned!

			While Anne Riggin’s healing may seem small in comparison with other experiences, it was nonetheless a manifestation of the Spirit’s gift.

			Sometimes God heals as He did for Riggin, in answer to believing prayer. Sometimes He uses doctors and nurses to bring it about as He did when my husband’s dialysis port became infected with MRSA. The looks on the faces of the medical personnel as they put my severely diabetic husband in quarantine had me in tears. I knew they were giving him a very small chance to recover. I sent an email to one of his men’s Bible studies, described what we were facing, and asked for prayer. The email went viral. Messages began pouring in from all over the world as people began praying. And my husband miraculously recovered! While I know God used doctors, nurses, a wound VAC, intravenous antibiotics, and meticulous cleansing and care, I also know God healed my husband.

			Miracles

			A miracle is something that takes place in the physical world that has no natural or human explanation. God is a God of miracles, because He is not bound by conventional means or ordinary methods.

			While I was writing this appendix, a friend called to tell me about something that had happened recently in a Bible study she leads. The group was watching a video on the topic of prayer when an elderly lady sitting at the same table with my friend collapsed. The woman’s eyes had rolled back, the color had drained from her face, and she was perfectly still. My friend immediately laid hands on the woman and prayed, boldly defying death by commanding, “Not today.” The request went out for any doctors or nurses in the Bible study to help, while a 911 call was made. A nurse came forward who said she worked in the hospital ICU. When the nurse checked the woman, she could not find a pulse. As women in the Bible class gathered around and continued to pray, the paramedics arrived. The woman opened her eyes and asked, “What happened? Did I faint?” She was then taken to the hospital, where she was given a clean bill of health. She followed up with her own doctor who said he could find nothing that could have triggered such a collapse. Two weeks later she was back in the Bible study to give testimony to the power of prayer! That was undoubtedly a miracle!

			In my own life I’ve witnessed miracles, most often in answer to prayer rather than as a result of an individual’s gifting. A very personal miracle that I will never forget involved the beautiful Tiffany diamond that Danny had given me as an engagement ring. I was traveling at the time, and although I never took off my wedding band, I took off my diamond ring before I went to bed in an airport hotel. The next morning when I went to put it on, I couldn’t find it. I searched everywhere, even calling in the head of housekeeping to help me look. But the ring was nowhere to be found.

			I knew if I didn’t catch the shuttle, I would miss my flight, so with a truly broken heart, I left the hotel. When the shuttle deposited me at the airport check-in curb, I tripped. My pocketbook fell over upside down, spilling the entire contents on the sidewalk. I almost wept while I picked everything up with shaking hands and deposited the contents back in my bag, then carefully zipped it all the way shut. As I stood in line at the airline check-in counter, I silently prayed, “Father, You know how precious that ring is and all that it represents. If You could put a coin in a fish’s mouth for Peter to pay taxes with,”17 You can bring me my ring. Please return it to me.

			When it was my turn to check in, I reached for my ticket while placing my pocketbook on the counter. To my stunned amazement, my engagement ring was sitting on top of my pocketbook! That was a miracle!18

			Prophecy

			As with the motivational gift, this gift is the ability to give out God’s Word in a relevant way to the hearers. I experienced its manifestation during my father’s funeral service.

			I had been advised to prepare well in advance for any remarks I might be asked to give at my father’s memorial service, but for the life of me, I could not come up with anything. I trusted that God would give me what He wanted me to say, if and when the time came.

			That time did come, when my father went to Heaven on February 21, 2018. His death set in motion an entire series of events that ran almost 24-7 until his funeral service on March 2.

			Each of my four siblings and I had agreed to briefly share personal remarks at the noontime service, and God had used a friend to plant a seed of thought in my mind the day after Daddy went to Heaven. But in the days that followed, I literally had had no time at all to prepare. While I was waiting to ride in the first of several motorcades the day of the service, the Spirit seemed to speak to me in a gentle whisper, letting me know how I could flesh out the thought that had already been given to me. But with the busy schedule before the funeral, I had no set-aside time to craft a message.

			One hour before the service began, I was so overcome by the fear of standing up to speak at my father’s funeral when I had nothing prepared to say that I put my head down on a table, closed my eyes, and thought I would pass out. I couldn’t even pray.

			About thirty minutes before the service was to begin, I was called to stand by Daddy’s casket and wait with my siblings to greet the president and first lady, and the vice president and his wife. When they entered the main lobby of the library, greetings were given, and then the four of them walked to the tent. My siblings and I followed with Daddy leading the way. After special music, my aunt, my two sisters, and my youngest brother and I were escorted to the platform to await our turn to speak. I had not one moment to even collect my thoughts.

			We went in birth order, which meant I would be the third to speak, following my aunt and my older sister. And this is when the miracle occurred. When I stood at the podium, all the fear, dizziness, and grief fell away. What was left was a clarity of thought and a prophetic message that I knew, even as I heard my own words pouring forth, was a manifestation of a gift of the Spirit. To this day, I’m not sure whether it was the gift of miracles or healing or prophecy. I know only that it was the Spirit’s supernatural equipping of God’s feeble child for that moment. I believe my father was honored, Jesus was exalted, and God was glorified
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