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PREFACE

If we are honest with ourselves, life has not
always turned out as we expected. As youth we imagined life with
great ambition and romance. The fairy tale that was to be our life,
however, was shattered by reality. Life has a way of bringing us
many surprises and changing courses on us.

The nation of
Israel also had their ideas of what freedom from the bondage of
Egypt would look like. They had their notions of what God would do
for them. Instead, they ended up in the wilderness wondering where
their next meal would come from. They faced uncertainties,
difficulties and disappointments. These things were not what they
had anticipated. This was not their concept of freedom.

Exodus 16:3 is a
simple verse that has a lot to tell us about the attitude of Israel
to God and her situation. Beyond this, however, it is a powerful
lesson to us as we face the disappointments and detours of life.
The verse ultimately challenges us to trust God who leads us step
by step through these valleys.

I have been
blessed as I have followed the leading of the Lord to write on this
verse. I am so thankful to the Lord for directing me to this
passage of Scripture and for the insights He gave as I wandered
blindly into this project. I trust that the verse will be opened up
for you in a way that will bless and encourage you in the times
when life does not turn out as you expected.

God bless,

F. Wayne Mac
Leod




CHAPTER 1 -
INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT

2 And the whole congregation of the
people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness, 3 and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we
had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat
by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us
out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
(Exodus 16)

In the course of
this study, I would like to take a look at these two verses of
Scripture. In particular, I would like to examine the attitude of
Israel toward God and their priorities in life. To be honest, when
the Lord led me to this passage I wasn’t sure what He wanted me to
see in it. As I took the time to meditate on it, I discovered that
it is a passage the looks deeply into the heart and soul of the
nation of Israel. If we let the Lord speak to us through it, it may
very well reveal our heart and soul as well.

Before proceeding
to the verses themselves, let’s examine the context in which they
were written. Exodus 2:23 describes the situation the nation of
Israel found themselves in at this time.

23 During those
many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned
because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for
rescue from slavery came up to God. (Exodus 2)

These were very
difficult days for the people of Israel. They had been reduced to
slavery in the land of Egypt. Notice how Exodus 2:23 says that the
people “groaned because of their slavery.” This slavery was a
bitter experience. Exodus 3 recounts how the Israelites were forced
to gather straw to make bricks for the construction projects of
Pharaoh. Foremen were set over them to push them to meet their
daily quota of bricks. If the quota was not met that day, these
foremen were beaten by the Egyptian taskmasters (see Exodus
5:13-14). We can imagine that if these foremen were beaten for not
producing the daily quota, then they would be pushing those under
them very hard. The conditions became so intolerable that even when
God sent a deliverer in the person of Moses, the people did not
listen to him because their spirit had been broken:

9 Moses spoke
thus to the people of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses,
because of their broken spirit and harsh slavery. (Exodus 6)

God sent His
servants, Moses and Aaron, to rescue Israel from this terrible
oppression. Exodus 7-12 recounts what happened in the land of Egypt
as the Lord God moved on behalf of His people. Ten plagues were
released on Egypt. Those plagues destroyed the land and its crops,
made life unbearable for the Egyptians and culminated in the death
of the first born of every family in the nation. Only then were the
people of Israel allowed to leave the land of their bondage.

As the people of
God left, the Egyptians, happy to see them go, showered them with
riches (see Exodus 12:33-36). The Lord led these Israelites through
the desert by placing a cloudy pillar in the sky that they could
follow (Exodus 13:21-22). It wasn’t long before Pharaoh regretted
allowing the people of Israel to leave. Gathering his army, he
pursued them to the desert. He trapped them in a place of no
escape, but God opened a pathway through the Red Sea. When the
Egyptian army pursued them, God drowned then in the sea (Exodus
14).

There are a number
of details I would like to underline here in this introduction. In
those days God revealed Himself in a very special way to the people
of Israel. There are six things Israel saw God do at that time.

First, Israel saw
God answer their prayers. They cried out to God in their misery and
the Lord heard their cry. He spoke to Moses and brought him to
Egypt to be the deliverer of His people. Israel watched God answer
their prayer by bringing Moses and Aaron to speak on their
behalf.

Second, the people
of Israel watched God judge the nation that had reduced them to
slavery. The mighty God of Israel, in answer to their prayer, came
to their defence. He reduced Egypt to ruins, destroyed their crops
and slaughtered their firstborn children. I am sure that Israel
watched in awe as they saw the anger of God on their behalf.

Third, Israel
watched God set them free from a bondage they had no earthly hope
of escaping. They likely had settled in their mind that this would
be their lot in life and how they would live and die. God changed
that, however. He set them free from the bondage of Egypt and gave
them a whole new life as free people under Him.

Four, the nation
of Israel watched God provide for their every need. As they left
the land of bondage, they asked the Egyptians for provisions. The
Lord gave them favour with the Egyptians and they gave generously
so that these poor slaves were enriched with all they needed for
the journey in the desert. This was something they could never have
dreamed of. How could they have imagined that one day they would be
enriched by their enemies. This was the work of God.

Five, God’s people
watched God lead them step by step through the desert. Before them
every day was a pillar of cloud and fire in the sky. All they had
to do was follow that pillar. The desert was a big place and they
didn’t know where they were going. God, however, did not leave
them. The people of God watched God lead them every day. They knew
His presence and direction every step of the way.

Finally, Israel
watched God protect them. When the army of Egypt pursued and caught
up with them at the Red Sea, God opened up the sea in a miraculous
way. He allowed His people to pass over on dry land but when the
Egyptian army followed, the Lord drowned them in the sea. Israel
saw that the Lord God had not abandoned them. They understood by
this that their God would protect and keep them all the way.

It is quite clear
as we come to Exodus 16 that the Lord God had revealed Himself to
Israel in a very special way. There could be no doubt that their
God had come to their defence and answered their prayers in a way
they had never imagined. He had proven Himself to be the God of
justice who provided, protected and watched over His people. While
the facts were undeniable, all too often, however, their reaction
to those facts was not what it should have been. We often find
ourselves in similar situations where our response to God is not as
it should be. In the course of the next few chapters we will
examine the response of God’s people to this new life of freedom
under God.






For
Consideration:

- What evidence
is there that the slavery of Israel in Egypt was very harsh?

- How did God
rescue His people? What did the work of God on their behalf teach
Israel about God and His purpose of their lives?

- How has God
revealed Himself to you? What great lessons has He been teaching
you about Himself and His purpose for your life?

For Prayer:

- Take a moment
to consider the goodness of the Lord toward you. Thank Him for how
He has lead, protected and kept you.

- Ask the Lord
to help you to learn the lessons He wants you to learn through the
circumstances He brings your way.

- Ask God to
teach you to be submissive to Him and to trust Him in all
things.




CHAPTER 2 - LIFE
IS NOT EASY

3 Would that we had died …when we sat
by meat pots and ate bread to the full.” (Exodus 16)

The people of God
had been in the desert now for about two months (Exodus 16:1). It
is quite likely that the excitement of being set free from their
bondage and slavery was wearing off. The wilderness was not the
most pleasant place to be. The scarcity of food was one of the
issues they had to deal with at this time. The provisions they had
brought for their journey were now likely being used up and the
people began to wonder where they would find their next meal.

As their stomach’s
began to feel the pangs of hunger, the people became anxious. That
anxiety would eventually turn to anger and resentment. In their
anger, one day they came to Moses and Aaron and said: “Would that
we had died… when we sat by meat pots and ate bread to the full”
(Exodus 16:3).

This statement
reveals something about the people of Israel and their attitude
toward life in general. What were these people saying to their
leaders that day? They were saying something like this: “We would
rather die than not be able to sit by our meat pots and eat bread
until our bellies are full.”

Remember that
these are former slaves speaking here. They had been used to
hardships. In fact, their spirit had been broken by the harshness
of their slavery. This taste of freedom, however, was creating in
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