
        
            [image: cover]
        

    










The Truth Seeker’s
Library











The Danger Of Being A
Christian

In Name Only, Or Not At All!











Copyright 2023 by
Roger Henri Trepanier

Smashwords
Edition

















Copyright 2023 by Roger
Henri Trepanier






All Rights Reserved

No part of this book
may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from
the author. An exception is granted reviewer who wishes to quote a
brief passage or two as part of a public review of this book






Scripture taken
from:

THE NEW AMERICAN
STANDARD BIBLE ®,

Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977,
1995

by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.






















This book is dedicated
to all those who struggle in believing what God’s Son says to all
human beings at John 14:6, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”
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INTRODUCTION

 Having a name is important, as it means
that one has been born into this physical world and has an
identity. However, what we do with that name after we are born will
determine whether we will have a good name or one of disrepute
during our stay on earth! We are free to do with our name as we
please, even to change it, if that is what we wish to do. I
personally know of one woman who did this, as she did not like the
family that she was born into, and wanted to distance herself from
them by changing her name!

However, as we
will see in this book, there is a name that all human beings are
free to acquire during one’s stay on earth and which has meaning
for us not only during our stay on earth, but more importantly has
meaning beyond this present life on earth! That name is
CHRISTIAN!

Unfortunately,
some people take that name and it does not really apply to them.
Some do so to deceive, while others do so out of ignorance, not
really knowing what the word “Christian” means and to whom it
should apply! Others simply do not care of being called a
Christian, either in thinking that it is irrelevant to their lives,
or else have a personal dislike for that name and for those who
hold it! This is not surprising as we are now living in a
post-Christian world, which is not only largely non-Christian, but
anti-Christian! And so, the type of matters that we will deal with
in this book relate to one being a Christian, for the simple reason
that this is the one name that all human beings need for one’s
eternal wellbeing before leaving this life!

It should be
noted that there is an Addenda at the back of the book with five
sections. In Addendum A, there is a brief outline of the four ages
of time, for any reading the book who might not be familiar with
this information. In Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the
two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ. In Addendum C, we have an exposition on the nature of
man and the consequence of sin. In Addendum D, we have a
presentation of “The love of God,” and then in Addendum E we have a
presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God has
given in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any
reader who might not yet have this vital personal relationship with
God, through faith in His Son.

What should
also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are
all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years
of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in
Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving
Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

This book, and
all the author’s books, are available for purchase in print format
or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the
author’s two websites are no longer active, one may access the
books, and places to purchase, by typing “Roger Henri Trepanier,
books” in any search engine.

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To
Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now
and forevermore! Amen.






















The devil has one
goal, which is to work, with his demons, to prevent human beings
from becoming Christians during their stay on earth! For then he
knows that he will have them forever as subjects in his fiery
kingdom!







CHAPTER
ONE

The danger of thinking that one is a
Christian due to being born into a Christian home!

As we begin,
let us note the first danger, which is of thinking that just
because one’s parents are Christians, that this automatically makes
one a Christian! Sometimes, parents might just identify themselves
as being Christians, when they are not, which might lead the
children to think that they are Christians, as if the word
“Christian” was a title to be inherited, and then passed on from
one generation to the next. That is simply not the case.

Most people
reading this book would have heard of Billy Graham, the famous
evangelist. What some may not know is that his son Franklin did not
become a Christian until he was 22. Please note what Franklin wrote
in his autobiography, “Rebel with a cause,” “I felt I was a
Christian. I was the son of Billy Graham. I went to church, and I
memorized Scripture. What more did it take?” It was only when
Franklin finally did become a Christian that he realized that being
a Christian is a personal life-transforming event, and is not
something that one’s parents, or anyone else can decide for us!

As in Franklin
Graham’s case, the problem is that many people simply do not know
what a Christian is. And yet this the most important name that one
can gain in this life, apart from one’s family name. A family name
is one given to us at birth by our parents, while the name
“Christian” is one that God gives to those who are born spiritually
into His family, as we will see. The name Christian has to do with
a changed heart and a changed life. Once one has that name, it is
not only for this life, but for all eternity to come!






















Denominations are
simply not of God, and those that exist were started by men or
women who were followers of men, rather than followers of
Christ!







CHAPTER
TWO

The danger of thinking that one is a
Christian simply for belonging to a certain church or
denomination!

As we
continue, we are now to see a second danger of thinking that one is
a Christian simply for attending or being a member of a certain
church or denomination! As we will see, becoming a Christian will
automatically render one a part of God’s church, but until that
happens, one cannot claim to be a Christian through a church or
denomination!

There are in
existence today some denominations, which no doubt have true
Christians attending there, who at the same time teach that those
born, or who are baptized in that denomination, can automatically
be called a Christian. That would no doubt be confusing to those
who would be true Christians and attending there. Such teaching is
unfortunately not based on a study of God’s word. And so, people
are too often led into wrong thinking by attending a church, or
being part of a denomination, that holds to such false
teachings.

It is always
best to read God’s word for oneself to determine what God has said,
and not blindly accept as truth everything that is said from the
pulpit. This is especially true in the days that we now living in,
where knowing and living by the truth is a revolutionary act! We
must become like the people of Berea of old. When the apostle Paul
went there to preach the word of God, as we read at Acts 17:10,11,
the people there did the following, when they heard, “[10] The
brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea,
and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews.
[11] Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica,
for they received the word with great eagerness, EXAMINING THE
SCRIPTURES DAILY TO SEE WHETHER THESE THINGS WERE SO.”

Just a couple
of weeks ago, I came across one of my neighbors on the street in
front of my unit. He was on his way home carrying a six pack. He
was walking because this was in the evening and he had been
drinking all day. I had never had an extended conversation with him
before, as I had only met him one evening when I ended up at his
place by mistake. In any case, he now asked me what I did for a
living, and I told him I was as an evangelist. I asked him if he
knew what that was, and he said, ‘yes,’ adding that he was a
Christian, based on the denomination that he said he was part of,
which teach that those that belong to that denomination are
Christians.

As the
conversation developed and I had the opportunity to share with him
what a Christian is according to God in His word, then he blurted
out, “I am not a Christian,” which really surprised me, and I
really appreciated his honesty. As an evangelist, I had already
determined on my own that the man was not a Christian, even though
he said that he had read the New Testament through a few times.
After sharing the gospel with him, he wanted to leave, and so I
gave him a gospel tract, which explained how one could become a
Christian, which he thankfully took.

Now I have
added him to my prayer list and pray for him daily that he might
indeed become a Christian! Since there are no coincidences with
God, then I knew that this was a God-appointed situation, one
designed by God specifically for this neighbor, that he might hear
the gospel and indeed eventually become a Christian!
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