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Part I — Promise & Covenant
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For the promise I do not yet plough

Scripture

And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.

–Genesis 15:6

Poem

Hebron

I walk your hills in twilight dim

The stones remember footsteps slow and grim

I hear the echoes of God’s solemn vow

Yet wait I must

For the promise I do not yet plough

Your fields have known my tent and prayer

The smoke of offerings drifting through your air

I counted stars

Yet heirs were none

And longed-for seed still hid from sun

O city

I carry burden and hope entwined

Faith tested by years

By time unkind

Each oak and cave

It holds both joy and sigh

For the God who promised has not passed me by

I weep at night

Yet rise to stand

Trusting the covenant formed by His hand

Hebron

You cradle both fear and grace

A sacred shadow

A pilgrim’s place

Though patience aches and seasons tire

I cling to the God who lights the fire

For in your soil

My faith takes root

And every tear is watered by truth

I believe God will keep His words

Even for the promise I do not yet plough
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Reflection

Let us trust in God’s character. He is faithful and will never fail to keep His promise. We may not be able to see His fulfillment yet, but we need to believe in His words. The Lord loves us sincerely. Remember that He will bless His people. 

Think About It

Can you continue trusting God when His promise has not yet become visible?

Prayer

Lord, thank You for Your unfailing promise.

Help to remember Your words daily.

In Jesus’ name we pray,

Amen.

A name whispered in ruins

Scripture

Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not.

–Genesis 28:16

Poem

I rose that night

Set in a dream of weary flesh

My rungs kissed by angels’ feet

My frame trembling with the weight of glory

Heaven stooped through me

Earth sighed beneath me

And Jacob saw the gates of eternity open

But O Bethel

Your stones once anointed with oil

Your ground hallowed with awe

You have forgotten the vow whispered here

I, the ladder, once bright with flame

Now ache in silence

For my purpose was not stones nor altars

But the covenant

The God who stooped down to meet man

Where is your trembling now?

Where is the oil poured with reverence?

Where is the awe that shook the wanderer’s bones?

O Bethel

You have become a shadow

A name whispered in ruins

While I still reach upward

Longing for feet that climb in worship

I lament for you

For your forgetting

Once, you were the house of God

Now, you are an echo
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Reflection

Let us remember the place where God once met us. We don’t always have to be there, for His throne is in Heaven. Yet we need to notice the importance of God’s presence. Make time for daily devotion in that secret place. Don’t let anything disturb our relationship with Jesus.

Think About It

Have you forgotten to recognize the sacredness of a place where God once met you?

Prayer

Lord, thank You for meeting us. 

Help us to honor Your presence again and again. 

In Jesus’ name we pray,

Amen.

Why let our suffering linger on?

Scripture

I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows.

–Exodus 3:7

Poem

Day after day

I pressed the clay for Egypt

Shaping bricks in Pharaoh’s way

The lash was sharp

The sun burned my skin

And bitterness took root in mind

They said God sent Moses to save

A shepherd’s staff

A heart so brave

But I had seen no freedom’s light

Only darker, harsher night

Plagues fell hard upon this land

Yet still I feared the master’s hand

If God was mighty

Why wait so long?

Why let our suffering linger on?

Then came the blood upon the door

The cries of Egypt’s firstborn sore

We fled that night

Yet I looked back

For faith was one thing I still lacked

Egypt’s walls were cruel and high

But so was the prison of my eye

Then I finally feared the God I never knew through His miracles
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Reflection

Suffering can make us question God’s decision. We might even doubt His existence when despair overwhelms us. There’s a reason for this persisting agony. Do not give up on trusting the Lord. He has seen our hardship and He will not fail to vindicate us.

Think About It

Can you trust God when He seems slow to answer your suffering?

Prayer

Lord, thank You for seeing our suffering.

Help us to know that we are seen and heard by You.

In Jesus’ name we pray,

Amen.

O Mount Sinai

Scripture

And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the mountain.

–Exodus 19:3

Poem

O Mount Sinai

I stand upon your stone

Your peaks aflame

Yet I am all alone

God’s voice shakes everything

And I am tasked to lead a people frail and bare

Your winds have carried His thunder

A law and flame of promise

Yet hearts of Israel still falter

Turning against God

Blaming me for leaving for too long

The covenant etched in fire upon your crest

Where doubt rests at your feet

Forgetting the grace of God

A people of unrest

I plead for mercy as your shadows fall

I bear the weight of God’s command for all

Stone tablets heavy

Etched with holy might

Yet hearts of men are restless in the night

O Mount Sinai

You burn with sacred law

Your holiness a mirror none can draw

I weep for those who see but cannot hear

For sin and stubbornness dwell ever near

And yet, your fire will not tire

Though lament fills the valley and the sky

You teach that God’s hand will never lie
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Reflection

Obedience can be difficult sometimes. When others seem to disobey God, we are often tempted to break His law too. We must know that the law of the Lord is for our good. Obeying God will actually allow Him to bless our life. He wants us to obey Him because He cares for our good.

Think About It

Are you willing to obey God’s commands even when they are difficult to carry?

Prayer

Lord, thank You for Your blessings in obedience.

Help us to know that obeying You is good for our life.

In Jesus’ name we pray,

Amen.

Sorrow clings where fear prevails

Scripture

And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way.

–Exodus 13:21

Poem

I hover above your endless sand as your guide

A veil of shade for weary hand

I breathe cool mist where fire beats down

Yet still I watch their murmurs frown

40 years in this wilderness

I lead

I guard

I bear their blame

Their feet drag slow

Their hearts grow faint

Forgetting mercy

Questioning God

I see their hunger

Hear their cries

Their longing for what comfort denies

Though I shield and guide 

I cannot take the weight of faith they fail to make

O wilderness

Harsh and unrelenting

I am the pillar of cloud

Ever-present

Bending for God’s chosen people

Yet
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