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HISTORY


From Practice Area to Local Sensation (1936 to 1975)

Putting together a history of Josh climbing for this guide seemed a simple enough task. The first-ascent information provided a decent record of who did what when. I decided a few conversations with various climbers would fill in the gaps. The reality proved much more complex and far more interesting.

According to conventional wisdom, Joshua Tree was devoid of any meaningful climbing activity until the mid 1960s, and free climbing standards remained very low until the 1970s. Yet, I have always had serious doubts about this “official” version of Josh’s early days. After all, most of the country’s best climbers lived in Southern California during the 1950s and some of them climbed at Josh. It seemed implausible that climbers known for pushing the limits of free climbing at Tahquitz and Yosemite would have spent their time in Joshua Tree ambling up 5.1s.

These doubts prompted a bit of research. But the problem with delving into Joshua Tree’s early climbing history immediately became apparent: It seemed no one had taken the climbing seriously enough to record routes, ratings, and/or first-ascent parties. In the interest of filling in that piece of Joshua Tree’s climbing past, I began a series of telephone conversations with many of the climbers who were active in the 1950s. With their help and ample detective work, I uncovered a variety of reports, photographs, and oral histories that shed light on Josh’s formative days.

As of this writing, many unanswered questions remain and research continues. What follows sketches the outlines of an early climbing history that has never been told. It also lays to rest the accepted history of early climbing developments at Joshua Tree.


THE EARLY DAYS

When Joshua Tree National Monument was officially established by Congress in August 1936, technical rock climbing in California was in its infancy. In 1931, East Coast climber Robert Underhill, who had learned belaying techniques while climbing in Europe, visited California and introduced “modern” rope techniques to a few Sierra Club mountaineers. These California mountaineers were so taken with rock climbing that they helped pioneer the formation of “Rock Climbing Sections” (RCS) within several chapters of the Sierra Club. By 1935, members of the Angeles Chapter RCS began conducting an intensive search for promising crags throughout Southern California.

On April 25, 1936, Art Johnson, a member of the Angeles Chapter RCS, made the first recorded “climbing” visit to the Wonderland of Rocks in the then-proposed monument. In a historical context, timing is everything, and Johnson’s “visit” did not translate into an immediate interest in Joshua Tree as a climber’s destination. His scouting trip was preceded by the discovery of Tahquitz Rock the previous June, and unlike Tahquitz, Joshua Tree’s formations were small and the apparent quality of the rock inferior. In addition, 1936 was the height of the Great Depression. Joshua Tree lay at least 60 miles farther from Los Angeles than Tahquitz, and was accessible by roads that were often remote and of poor quality. Few climbers had cars, nor the money for gasoline. As a result, Joshua Tree sat all but neglected by climbers. Despite a brightening of the economy during World War II, most active climbers were serving in the military. For the remaining climbers, gas rationing restricted travel to occasional trips.
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An early ascent of the popular Toe Jam (5.7) circa 1954.
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It was not until Veterans Day weekend in 1949 that the first recorded climbing trip was made to Joshua Tree. Six RCS members spent the long weekend climbing in what is today Hidden Valley Campground. The group climbed several routes including one on Intersection Rock, naming the formation/route Phil’s Folly. According to a report made in the RCS newsletter, The Mugelnoos, a “new climbing area, near Hidden Valley” was “strongly recommended for late fall, early spring and even winter rock climbing.” Following this positive report, the RCS began scheduling annual trips to the monument either in the fall or spring, with members of the RCS Angeles Chapter and San Diego RCS present during some of these trips.

These RCS chapters included some of the best rock climbers in the country at the time. In Southern California, RCS members were responsible for most of the new route activity at Tahquitz Rock where free-climbing standards were then at the cutting edge of technical difficulty. A young Royal Robbins participated in several trips to Josh beginning in 1952, the same year he and Don Wilson made the first free ascent of The Open Book at Tahquitz, one of the first 5.9 routes in the country. Many other active Tahquitz climbers of the era such as Chuck and Ellen Wilts, Mike Sherrick, Jerry Gallwas, T. M. Herbert, Frank Hoover, Harry Daley, Gary Hemming, Ray Van Aiken, Jim and Roy Gorin, Barbara Lilley, and John and Ruth Mendenhall took part in these early Joshua Tree RCS trips. Still, most RCS members were primarily mountaineers and peak baggers. Only a handful participated regularly in rock climbing trips, and then perhaps only every other weekend. Winters were mostly devoted to skiing.

Almost a year after that first climbing trip, in late October 1950, thirty-eight “would-be desert rats” (as they called themselves) showed up in Joshua Tree, and as the group fanned out many new routes were climbed. The park service had made improvements to Hidden Valley Campground, which included the installation of fire grates and picnic tables. Despite these “developments,” camping remained rather primitive throughout the 1950s. According to RCS climber Burt Turney,“You would just pitch your tent wherever you wanted. There was no organized campground.” During this period, all the monument’s main roads remained unpaved.

By October 1951, Joshua Tree as a climbing destination was gradually becoming legitimate, as the recorded “firsts” reveal. The first foreign climbers had visited Josh (two Swiss climbers), and the first “forced bivouac” atop a formation was recorded. However, there remains some question as to whether the bivouac was really an excuse for a romantic interlude. The record for this October climbing trip noted another first: The first intervention by a park ranger on behalf of climbers, to “a man with a gun [who was instructed] not to shoot the rock climbers.”

The formations around Hidden Valley Campground remained the focus of most technical climbing in the monument during the 1950s. By 1952, free and aid routes had been established not only on Intersection Rock, but the Old Woman, the Blob, Outhouse Rock, the Wall, and Chimney Rock. By the mid 1950s, Steve Canyon, the Outback, Real Hidden Valley, Ryan Campground, Saddle Rock, Sheep Pass, and other outlying areas saw route exploration. Bouldering was also a very popular activity on these early trips.

Intersection Rock became a popular formation. The Upper Right and Upper Left Ski Tracks (via Zigzag) were climbed as early as 1950, and within a couple of years perhaps a dozen different routes were established on Intersection Rock alone. The Old Woman was another popular formation, and in November of 1952, Jerry Gallwas, George Scheiff, and Gary Hemming made the first ascent of the now-favorite Toe Jam (5.7).

But for the most part, climbers visited Josh when poor weather kept the more alpine areas (Tahquitz and Yosemite) closed. In simple words, climbers bided their time at Joshua Tree until some “real” climbing was in condition. According to former RCS climber Don McClelland, in the 1950s “Nobody thought the climbing was worth keeping track of.” Another RCSer, Jim Gorin, remembers,“We went out during times when we weren’t going somewhere else. We didn’t take it seriously. It was just practice.” Other climbers did not like the area due to the rough textured rock. Consequently, routes and formations went largely unnamed and unrecorded.
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An unknown climber atop Skinny Pin (5.4) circa 1954.
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The climbing activities of these RCS outings were noted by non-RCS climbers drawn to the monument in the early 1950s. Dick Webster, who in the late 1960s would be one of the monument’s main activists, first visited the monument with his father Harold in 1953. Webster was eleven years old. He remembers that “most of the obvious cracks” on Intersection Rock showed “evidence of pitons”—proof that others had climbed there. However, Webster also recalled that it was rare to see other cars, let alone other climbers in the monument. Hence, communication among the different climbing groups was limited if nonexistent.

As for any official record of who was climbing what in the monument, that task remained the bailiwick of the RCS climbing newsletter The Mugelnoos. But it was a task with no formal assignment, and subsequently little consistency. Climbers relied upon the newsletter’s infrequent updates about climbing activity in the monument or they heard their “news” firsthand while sitting around the campfire in the evenings after climbing.

By the time Mike Loughman visited Joshua Tree on his first RCS trip on Halloween weekend in 1954 (and watched veteran RCS members free climb The Orphan [5.9] on the Old Woman), many crack routes in the campground area up to 5.8 or 5.9 in difficulty had already been climbed. In fact, Loughman was not sure whether the ascent of The Orphan he witnessed had been its first. What he did remember “for the record” was the following story shared around the campfire that Saturday night.

“There was a lot of discussion about all the free soloing Royal Robbins had been doing,” Loughman says. It was rumored that Robbins had soloed Lower Right Ski Track (5.10b), but when asked for the purposes of this history, Robbins admits he had no specific recollection of this event. Some RCS members were very critical of Robbins and his style of climbing. They believed free soloing and pushing climbing beyond the standard of 5.7 were not only dangerous, but damaging to the sport. Most RCS members at the time were college graduates, engineers, and scientists. In contrast, Robbins had dropped out of high school. Although climbers like Wilts and the Mendenhalls were very supportive, others were somewhat outraged by Robbins’s attitude toward climbing.

Until 1956 there was no formal numerical rating system for the difficulty of climbs. Routes identified as fifth class were described as being easy, moderate, hard, or very hard.“And one climb might be described as ‘a bit harder’ than another,” T. M. Herbert says. Robbins, Wilson, and Chuck Wilts developed the decimal rating system (later to become the Yosemite Decimal System) in the mid 1950s, which made its first appearance in the 1956 edition of the Tahquitz guidebook, Climber’s Guide to Tahquitz Rock.

Also active in the 1950s were Don Cornell, Phil Smith, his son Rod, John Merriam, and Bob Boyle. Most had mountaineering background and concentrated their activities on attaining various freestanding “summits.” These efforts included: The Lost Pencil (A1, 1956; Cornell and Merriam); The Wedge (5.5, 1956; Jack Davis, Bruce Fortune, and Rod Smith); Pope’s Hat (A1, 1956; Cornell and Rod Smith); and Split Rock (5.8, 1956; free solo by Bob Boyle). Rod Smith also engineered the first ascent of Headstone Rock in 1956 by throwing twine across the summit to pull a climbing rope over, then prusiking to the top.

During his Easter break in 1956, Loughman, along with fellow high school friend Roger Hope, spent the week at Josh. “My mom drove my buddy and I to Hidden Valley Campground for the week; there wasn’t another soul there.” In addition to doing the first ascent of the upper half of Straight Flush on Outhouse Rock, the pair climbed Right On (5.5), a 3-pitch route on Saddle Rocks. Although this is the first known ascent of this climb, Loughman believes that the route “had probably been climbed before.” Dick and Harold Webster established a few first ascents in the later 1950s, including The Eye (5.3, 1957) on Cyclops Rock.

In April 1958, another classic route saw its first ascent when Mark Powell and Bill “Dolt” Feuerer climbed the Southwest Corner (5.6/5.7) on Headstone Rock near Ryan Campground. Powell named the formation the Can Opener. In early guides, the formation was referred to as Balance Rock; by the late 1970s, its name was changed to Headstone Rock to honor early miners whose graves lay nearby. In 1959, Robbins, Powell, T. M. Herbert, and others climbed several new routes on what is now known as the Cohn Property (closed to the public). These climbs, which were only recently reported, included a 5.9+ crack. Powell, together with Robbins, was one of the great free climbers of the 1950s and perhaps the archetypal climbing bum. Powell is also credited with bringing the decimal system, developed at Tahquitz in the early 1950s, to Yosemite.

Sometime around 1958 Robbins, with the help of Herbert, compiled the first guidebook to known routes in the monument. The guidebook consisted of nine or ten typewritten, mimeographed pages, and a few copies were distributed to other RCS members. Unfortunately, no copies of this guide are known to have survived. Climbing guides are as much repositories of climbing history as they are descriptions of climbs, and much could be learned from this first guidebook.

The climbing activity of the 1950s left little trace. With no widely distributed written record of prior ascents, and no contingent of “local” climbers within which an oral history could survive, the accomplishments of the 1950s were soon lost.




AN AREA REDISCOVERED

During the 1950s and early 1960s, rock climbing was still unfamiliar to the average American. Joshua Tree provided a ringside seat for the curious visitor, on occasion causing traffic jams as cars stopped to watch climbers on the north face of Intersection Rock. (Until 2002, Park Boulevard passed directly under the north face of Intersection Rock; a large parking area is now located here.) As a result, for a few years, climbers were actually banned from climbing the north side of the formation.

By the mid 1960s, climbing was becoming increasingly popular, but members of the Sierra Club RCS were no longer the center of activity and innovation they once were. The RCS still scheduled annual trips to the monument, but its members were generally not climbing at a high standard and little new route activity resulted from these outings.

Of all the top climbers from the 1950s, Mark Powell was one of the few to climb with any regularity in the monument through the 1960s and into the early 1970s. Other preeminent climbers of the 1960s, such as Tom Higgins and the late Bob Kamps—who were, like Powell, pushing standards at Tahquitz—didn’t climb much at Joshua Tree. The general perception, just as it had been with the RCS, was that “the rock wasn’t very good and that it was just a practice area,” recalls Higgins.
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The Josh classic, O’Kelley’s Crack (5.10c).
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In 1965, Mark and Beverly Powell established Mama Woolsey (5.9) on the southeast face of the Blob. The route was named after Mark’s then mother-in-law, who was camping with the Powells that weekend. During the mid to late 1960s, Mark established several other routes with Beverly, including Planet X (5.8; circa 1966) on the Planet X Pinnacle. About a year later, Mark returned to the Planet X Pinnacle with Frank deSaussure and climbed Planet Y (5.10a) via a somewhat easier line than that done today.

It is likely that Mental Physics (5.7), a classic two-pitch moderate route in the southern Wonderland of Rocks, was first climbed in the mid to late 1960s. Similarly, the bold Unknown Route (5.10a/b) on the North Astro Dome probably dates from this time.

From the mid 1960s to the beginning of the 1970s, several new groups of climbers discovered Joshua Tree. They were not members of the RCS and thus didn’t know that Joshua Tree was only a practice area. With fresh eyes, they saw the potential for Joshua Tree to be a serious climbing area and adopted it as their own. These were the monument’s first real “locals” and were conspicuous by their regular visits.

The new “local” climbers included members of the Riverside Mountain Rescue Unit (RMRU). Dick Webster had joined the RMRU in 1966 and began climbing with other members including Woody Stark, Bill Briggs, and Jim Foote. Another group called itself “The Desert Rats.” It included John Wolfe, Ken Stichter, Dick James, Al Ruiz, Howard Weamer, Rich Wolfe, and Stu Harris. Also active during the mid to late 1960s were Don O’Kelley (of O’Kelley Crack fame), Dave Davis, and a bit later Roy Naasz and Chris Wegener.

Stark, Webster, and Briggs were perhaps the most ambitious of the locals. The Desert Rats were, at least initially, far more interested in aid climbing. None of the locals were climbing at a particularly high standard. According to John Wolfe, the Desert Rats harbored the belief that “only dedicated super climbers were capable of climbing 5.7 and harder.” And for all any of these climbers knew, the formations around the campground were largely virgin terrain.

Today, it is hard to imagine Hidden Valley Campground as anything but congested. However, during the late 1960s what Stark remembers is the solitude. The campground was never full and most campers were retirees. “They would watch the climbers and sometimes even clap. There was one ranger who lived with his family at Lost Horse. He would often chat with climbers.”

Despite the new interest, free climbing standards had regressed. In contrast, at nearby Tahquitz Rock, 5.10 had been firmly established by 1963 and 5.11s were first climbed by 1967. With Joshua Tree off the radar of most climbers, visitation remained sparse. Joshua Tree was being rediscovered, but development proceeded in a much different manner. Though many of the obvious cracks in Hidden Valley Campground had been free climbed years previously, most were “first” climbed again, usually with aid. Later, some of these routes saw their second first free ascents.

In 1966, Jim Foote led a hard-to-protect crack on the right side of Cyclops Rock. Initially rated 5.7, Leaders Fright (5.8 R; Foote, Stark, and Webster) was one of the boldest new leads of this era. This fine route’s reputation for seriousness remains intact even to this day. According to Stark, “Jim fell a short ways after doing the crux, stopping himself on a small ledge. That is why we called it Leaders Fright.”

Without a doubt some of the most notable ascents of this time were the 1967 first “known” free ascents of both Dogleg (5.9;Webster, Stark, and Briggs) and Double Cross (5.7/5.8; Stark, Webster, and Briggs). Though apparently free climbed during the 1950s, Dogleg had been “first” climbed on aid in 1965 by John Wolfe and his brother Rich. Webster remembers that a “friendly rivalry” with the Desert Rats was part of the motivation for trying to climb it free. “And,” says Webster, “it looked like it should go free.” Stark recalls, “We spent several weekends working on it, getting higher with each effort.” Several falls were taken and the team traded leads a number of times before Webster finally led Dogleg free to the top. “We rated it 5.7 initially because we couldn’t do 5.8s,” says Stark.
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Matt Cox on the first ascent of Touch and Go (5.9).
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Tony Sartin on Left Ski Track (5.11a).

PHOTO: © KEVIN POWELL



In contrast, Double Cross was “pretty straight forward. It was a great route,” states Webster. Even so, in recent years Double Cross has seen more than its share of accidents, as inexperienced climbers are lured into this hand-to-fist crack by its moderate rating.

Yet the most significant first free ascent of the 1960s went all but unnoticed by the locals. In 1968 Tom Higgins on-sighted Left Ski Track and established Joshua Tree’s first 5.11; a Josh free ascent well ahead of its time. Higgins had not climbed much in Joshua Tree at the time, but he thought the line looked enticing. Higgins was not even sure if Left Ski Track had been climbed before. “I was climbing really well at the time. It looked like it had a lot of holds, things I could get my hands and feet in. But it ended up being much harder than it looked. It was very strenuous placing pins for pro.”

Sometime around 1967 or 1968 several climbers, including Stark, Briggs, and John Wolfe, had decided to produce a guidebook. They agreed to collaborate on the project. (Wolfe eventually moved forward on his own, completing it in 1970.) The prospect of a new guide spurred some new route efforts. In 1969, Wolfe and Dick James made the first free ascent of The Flue (5.8), a fine route on Chimney Rock’s east face.

As before, a few adventuresome climbers saw potential for routes outside Hidden Valley Campground. Saddle Rocks saw further exploration at the end of this pre-guide era, with the 1969 ascent of Orange Flake (5.8; Roy Naasz and Ron Osborn) followed closely by the 1970 ascent of the popular 2-pitch face climb Walk on the Wild Side (5.8-; Naasz and Chris Wegener). With Walk on the Wild Side (the title of a Lou Reed tune and one of the first climbing routes named after a rock song), climbers became more imaginative in naming routes.

Powell, Kamps, and Higgins had pioneered bolted face routes at Tahquitz in the 1960s, and by 1969 more bolt-protected face climbs were put up on Suicide Rock. As a consequence, climbers began to look at the many unclimbed faces at Joshua Tree for new route potential, and the large expanse of Saddle Rocks was an obvious objective.

Naasz and Wegener were the first to tackle the large west face of the Sentinel in Real Hidden Valley, climbing a 2-pitch aid line named Scared Bare (5.8, A3; 1970). The excellent first pitch was later freed (5.10d) and is now considered part of Desert Song.

In 1970 O’Kelley and Davis ventured into the North Wonderland and discovered the Grey Giant formation. Over the next two days they aided the obvious arching crack line of Hyperion. This was before designation of the area as federal wilderness, and the pair was able to drive the Old Wonderland Trail for much of the approach. Due to considerable bird feathers and droppings emanating from the crack, their route was named after the Hyperion sewage treatment plant in Redondo Beach.

During the 1970/1971 climbing season, Mark Powell returned to The Can Opener (aka Headstone Rock) and climbed its steep and plated southeast arête. Powell recalls placing only a single bolt on Cryptic (5.8), using a piton or two for additional protection. In later years, others have added two more bolts to this route.

Joshua Tree of 1970 was still a place that attracted few visitors, least of all climbers. Campsites were never full. To a novice climber like Richard Harrison, the entire monument “seemed like the most remote spot in the world.”

In 1970 Wolfe published the first real guidebook to the monument. This guide contained seventy-eight routes, most located in Hidden Valley Campground. No routes listed were more difficult than 5.9; most routes were 5.7 or under; and many climbs still employed aid. Though this guide may have been mistaken about who did what when, it constituted a huge step forward in giving legitimacy to climbing in the monument.

The first printing quickly sold out. A revised printing in 1973 corrected a notoriously incorrect rating of The Damper (5.9) on Chimney Rock. It was rated originally 5.6, causing more than one aspiring leader to be turned away in disgust. But even as the guide was being reprinted so much new route activity had occurred that it was already hopelessly out-of-date.

In addition to finding a ready audience, the effect of this guidebook on Joshua Tree’s popularity was immediate. It focused the attention of a large number of climbers on the area. Climbing standards and route development quickly experienced a major boom. Hundreds of new routes were established and many aid routes were freed. The publication of this guide coincided with an increase in the popularity of rock climbing and a revolution in clean climbing equipment. The change in attitude about Joshua Tree was noticeable. “You could tell the difference,” says Higgins.




THE NEW GENERATION

In the summer of 1971, John Long was introduced to climbing through a National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) course. A natural athlete, Long was immediately hooked, but he needed to find climbing partners. When he returned that fall for his senior year at Upland High School, he started a climbing course. A junior, Rick Accomazzo, was one of the “students” who signed up. Accomazzo recalls Long professing to years of climbing experience. By the time Accomazzo wised up, he was hooked too.

In a few months, Long and Accomazzo met fellow Upland High student Richard Harrison, who had already been climbing for about year and was psyched to climb as much as possible. The three began to climb together regularly.

“We arranged our school schedules so we would have Wednesday off,” recalls Accomazzo. “We would drive to Josh for the day on Wednesday, then climb all weekend too. There was something magical about the desert air.”

After a few months on this concentrated diet of climbing, Long, Accomazzo, and Harrison improved dramatically. They had soon climbed most of the hardest established routes in the monument. By spring of 1972, Long began establishing new routes and even freeing old aid climbs, including Judas (5.10b) and Candelabra (5.10a R).

After an intense nine-month apprenticeship, Accomazzo accompanied Long on the first known free ascent of North Overhang (5.9) on Intersection Rock. “We were real excited to free such an obvious line. It was a pretty heady thing for a high school student to do something no one had done before,” says Accomazzo.

In November 1972, Long pulled out all the stops by leading the first ascent of Jumping Jack Crack (5.11a) in Steve Canyon. Gear was still quite primitive by today’s standards, with nuts just being introduced. Use of pitons, particularly by older climbers, was still quite common.

Both Accomazzo and Harrison are unequivocal in attributing the drive behind these ascents to Long. “John had endless energy, he always wanted to do something,” says Accomazzo. Similarly, Harrison states, “John always had a plan and was the motivating force behind most of the climbs we did. He was hyperactive.” Over the next eight years, Long freed or established approximately ninety routes in the monument. The quest for first ascents was often ruthless.

In the fall of 1972, Long made the first lead of an easy but classic face route, and in the process ignited a lingering controversy. The day before, Ken Stichter and John Wolfe had bolted an obvious line up a dark intrusion dike on the west face of Echo Rock. Stichter “ran out of light after placing all the protection bolts.” Harrison and Long witnessed the retreat. Long says they knew Stichter wouldn’t return to finish the line until later.“[E]arly the next morning, Richard Harrison and I went ahead and led it through,” Long says.

The story quickly became campfire fodder and the route became known as Stichter Quits. Unaware of the intervening ascent, the next weekend Stichter and Wolfe climbed the route, naming it Black Tide. In his later guides, Wolfe listed the route as Black Tide,
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John Long dynos Saturday Night Live circa 1982.
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Richard Harrison on the Aiguille de Joshua Tree.
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crediting Stichter and himself with the first ascent. When corrected in more recent guides, considerable confusion and irritation resulted.

November of 1972 also saw Mark Powell’s first ascent of Papa Woolsey (5.10b). Up until then, most climbs at Josh followed crack lines. Papa Woolsey was a sharp deviation from this precedent. Though Powell’s Headstone Rock routes (Southwest Corner and Cryptic) and Naasz’s Walk on the Wild Side were bolted face climbs, Papa Woolsey was located right in Hidden Valley Campground, where everyone could see it.

“I had done some things at Tahquitz, like Chingadera, which were bolted face routes. By then, most routes [at Tahquitz] that used cracks had been done. Faces were the next step,” says Powell. Not sure if the line of Papa Woolsey would go, Powell first toproped it. About a week later he led it, placing the bolts from the ground up.

Papa Woolsey was far harder and less featured than previous face routes. Though it is perhaps too short to be considered a classic, Papa Woolsey was a seminal development in Josh climbing. It caused other climbers to look at otherwise blank-appearing faces, once thought to be unclimbable or too loose. By today’s standards, this short slab is essentially “sport” bolted.

Later in the 1970s, the use of bolts as protection on face climbs came into common use. And most of the progeny of Papa Woolsey were sparingly bolted. The quarter-inch split shaft Rawl bolt (1 to 1.5 inches long), placed on the lead in a hand-drilled hole, characterized the common “ethic” at Josh until at least the late 1980s.

In December 1972, Chris Wegener made the mistake of commenting to Harrison, Long, Don Watson, and Accomazzo that he had just checked out a good-looking crack line on the formation across the valley. It was, as he naively pointed out, clearly visible from the campground. “As soon as he turned the corner we got racked up and were out there,” remembers Harrison. The line, Comic Book (5.10a), was quickly sent by the crew, much to the chagrin of Wegener. Another climb that garnered a lot of attention was Long’s and Harrison’s 1973 first ascent of Bearded Cabbage (5.10c) on the Old Woman.

During the early and mid 1970s, John Long had become arguably the single most influential climber in Southern California. It was common to see him making the rounds of the many difficult boulder problems he had pioneered, an entourage of a dozen or so in tow. John’s success was born of supreme confidence and the goods to back it up. John had a lot of charisma, and was always spurring others to have fun and try new things.

Long was also well known for helping “direct” the efforts of younger climbers, often suggesting climbs and climbing partners. In 1974 John Bachar remembers Long telling him to lead the as-yet-unrepeated Bearded Cabbage. To the astonishment of all, the young Bachar on-sighted the route, in the process becoming the first climber to lieback the crux crack section. “I didn’t know how to jam. After that they started calling me ‘Laybachar’.”

In the early 1970s, it was this new generation of local climbers, including Long, Harrison, Accomazzo, Tobin Sorenson, and Jim Wilson, who applied and honed their talents at Josh. And within a few short years, these self-proclaimed “Stonemasters” had changed Joshua Tree’s climbing landscape. Difficult routes (5.10 and 5.11) were no longer mere anomalies, but became common fare. Development began to intensify outside Hidden Valley Campground, and areas like Echo Rock, Rusty Wall, North Wonderland, Saddle Rocks, Hall of Horrors, Conan’s Corridor, and Split Rocks saw a rash of new routes.

Illustrative of this rapid change was the 1974 first free ascent of Hyperion (5.11) on the Grey Giant (Long, Kevin Worral, Sorenson, and Accomazzo). Located deep in the North Wonderland, Hyperion had been discovered and first aid-climbed only few years previously (1970).

Aside from the “big name” climbers, other active climbers in the early 1970s included John Bald, Matt Cox, Spencer Lennard, David Evans, Dean Fidelman (aka “Bullwinkle”), and Gary Ayres. I began climbing in the monument about this time and, along with Matt Cox, began keeping an informal new route guide. Tim Powell (no relation to Mark) says this handwritten guide was copied and “traded around among us. The information about who did a new route also really mattered as some people, like
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Tobin Sorenson on the first free ascent of Hyperion (5.11d).
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Sorenson or Cox, were notorious for sandbagging or doing runout routes.”

John Bachar made his first trip to Josh in 1972 with fellow high school classmate Mike Ransom. Armed with a firm grasp of climbing gained from reading British climbing books and a rack of homemade hexes and machine nuts, Bachar remembers being lured into climbing The Damper because of the 5.6 rating in the Wolfe guide (it is actually a 5.9 fist-to-offwidth crack). “It was horrendous and took us forever, going up and down. We were thoroughly depressed. Afterward, we thought:‘If this is 5.6, we’re screwed.’”

Whether Tobin Sorenson, one of the mythic climbers of the 1970s, was incredibly bold or totally reckless is subject to debate. But stunts such as climbing with a noose around his neck tend to tilt final judgment toward foolhardy. Still, the handful of routes he established at Josh were big influences on other climbers. Sorenson’s lead of Grit Roof (5.11a, 1973; Sorenson, Accomazzo, and Wilson) exemplified “typical Tobin style,” says Accomazzo. “He was moaning, uncertain, but absolutely going for it.”A still-inexperienced John Bachar witnessed Sorenson’s lead of this roof to an offwidth crack and came away hugely impressed with Tobin’s perseverance and all-out commitment. “It was a huge moment for me.”

The following year, Tobin scored a double coup with his first free ascent of the perfect hand-to-fist fissure of O’Kelley’s Crack (5.10c; FFA: Sorenson, Wilson, Fidelman, and Ayres) and with the first ascent of the adjacent and much more technical thin-hands crack, Wanger Banger (5.11c). Exorcist (5.10a, 1974; Sorenson, Dick Shockley, Jim Wilson, and Fidelman) is another classic Sorenson route established the same year. Tobin’s tenure at Joshua Tree was short; he later excelled at bold alpine climbing, a pursuit that eventually claimed his life.

John Bald, another SoCal climber, was one of the first to explore the Pinto Basin area of the park and is credited with “discovering” Conan’s Corridor, Isles in the Sky, and Rubicon (which he aided in 1976) in Split Rocks. Bald shared some of these discoveries with Long and between the two, a number of unclimbed gems were quickly “plucked.”These included fine crack climbs in Conan’s Corridor: Spiderman (5.10b, 1975; Long and Bachar); Colorado Crack (5.9, 1975; Billy Westbay, Long, and Hugh Burton); True Dice (5.10a R/X, 1974; Bald); and Gem (5.8, 1974; Bald, Hugh Burton, and Long).

High school student Matt Cox may have climbed at Joshua Tree for only a few years, but he did so with such intensity and boldness that he established many classic routes and left an enduring reputation in his wake. Spencer Lennard recalls that, “Matt’s life was fueled by Mountain Magazine,” a British publication that was, in the 1970s, the world’s premier English-language climbing journal. Cox’s resulting approach to climbing was very traditional. “He was one of the best slab climbers of his era,” according to Lennard.

In 1973, the fifteen-year-old Cox showed Lennard and Gary Ayers a likely looking crack in Real Hidden Valley, then just headed up. “Gary and I were quivering; Matt was climbing so far beyond what we thought was possible. We were happy to be able to follow it cleanly,” remembers Lennard. Located on the west face of the Sentinel, the route was named Kandy-Kolored Tangerine-Flake Streamline Baby (5.10a/b). The following year, Sorenson and Wilson climbed the route, thinking it a first ascent and placing a bolt halfway up the pitch (long since removed). They called their new climb Illusion Dweller. Even though the first-ascent credit got straightened out a few years later, the second name stuck.

More than any other route, Cox’s 1975 first ascent with Lennard of Trespassers Will Be Violated (5.10c) typified his “gonzo” style. Cox had spied the new line and with bolt kit in hand started up this rising dike system. But Cox soon came upon a bolt, and two more bolts could be seen higher on the dike. Assuming the route had already been climbed, Cox simply continued on to the top, despite a rather nasty runout at the crux. Only later was it learned that the bolts had been placed on rappel by other climbers planning to add several more before climbing it. Cox’s other routes include Effigy Too (5.10a, 1975; Cox and Evans); Touch & Go (5.9, 1976; Cox, Bobby Kessinger, and Dan Ahlborn), and Frontal Lobotomy (5.10a/b, 1975; Cox, Evans, Spencer Lennard, and Alan Lennard).

Although the Desert Rats continued to be active during the early 1970s, their efforts were overshadowed by the large influx of a new generation of young, talented, and ambitious climbers. As Joshua Tree gained more respect, it attracted a wider audience of climbers and standards were soon on par with other major climbing areas.

(The climbing history of Joshua Tree National Park will continue in a subsequent volume of this guide. Stay tuned.)











Quail Springs
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LIZARD’S LANDING
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This area lies 0.75 mile northeast of the main road into Joshua Tree National Park (Park Boulevard). Park in a small pullout on the north side of Park Boulevard (1.8 miles from the West Entrance; 6.8+ miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection), just where the road makes a sharp right (southerly) turn at the top of the grade. Several approaches are possible. The best is to hike 100 yards northeast from the parking area along an old road to a gravel pit. From here head east-northeast about 0.5 mile up
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the low hillside, skirting to the east of the hill ahead. Then head roughly north (and slightly west) 0.4 mile over low ridges to the Central Formation. Plan on twenty to thirty minutes for the approach. Map, page 48.
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Wilderness Bolting Notice: The entire Lizard’s Landing area lies in designated wilderness. The placement of new bolts in wilderness is only allowed by permit. Existing bolts may be replaced on a one-for-one basis. Power drills are not permitted in wilderness areas. For more information refer to the Introduction.


West Formation (Wilderness)

The large western formation has no recorded routes.




Southern Pinnacles

These rocks are located to the left (west) and in front (south) of the Central Formation. The only recorded route lies on the back (north) side of the northern pinnacle. It gets shade most of the day.

1. Mark of Zorro (5.11b) ★★ This overhanging thin crack lies on the back side of the small northern pinnacle. The crack has a Z shape to it. Pro: Thin to 2 inches. FA: Mark Fekkes, Bill Lebans, Chris Krysztofiac; 1984.




Central Formation (Wilderness)

The Central Formation sits lower down and to the north of the end of the approach route. All routes (except Two Against Everest) face south and are in sun most of the day.

2. Last Ticket to Obscuritiville (5.9) ★

The climb follows a giant flake that starts out of an alcove located halfway up the south face of the central rock formation. Climb up to the alcove, and then up the flake to the summit. FA: Craig Fry, Marchello; 2/82.

3. Maxwell Grunster (5.10a) Climb the crack/corner about 10 feet right of Last Ticket To Obscuritiville. FA: Mark Fekkes, Bill Lebans, Chris Krysztofiac; 1984.
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4. John’s Ginger Tufties (5.10a) ★ This five-bolt route lies on the brown face about 50 feet right of Maxwell Grunster. Pro: To 2 inches/anchor. FA: Todd Gordon, Cyndie Bransford, Jason Porter; 12/95.

5. Two against Everest (aka On the Back) (5.11c) ★ (not shown on photo) This steep, quarter-inch crack is on the north (shady) face of the summit block of the Central Formation. FA (TR): Roy McClenahan; 1982. FA (Lead): Matt Oliphant.




East Formation (Wilderness)

The East Formation lies on the western edge of a higher hill about 300 yards to the east of the Central Formation.

6. Mimo Provoz (5.9) This crack lies on the right side of the buttress below Jet Stream. Pro: To 3 inches. FA: Todd Gordon, John “Crimper”Wilson; 11/95.

7. Lizard’s Landing (5.7) ★ This route follows the west buttress of the East Formation. Climb ledges and cracks to a chimney that leads to the summit. FA: Craig Fry, Lynn Hill; 11/79.

8. Jet Stream (aka Momentary Lapse of Reason) (5.10b) (R) ★★ This route lies on the right-hand arête of the second terrace of the East Formation; the upper face has two protection bolts. Pro: Small to 3 inches, two bolts. FA (TR): Craig Fry, Lynn Hill; 11/79. FA (Lead):Al Peery, Jim Gregg.

9. Bighorn Bivy (5.8+) ★ Start 40 feet right of Jet Stream; climb up to and over a roof, then continue up thin cracks above. FA: Brendt Allen, Mike Wilson, Sam Waggoner, Alan Bartlett; 5/91.

10. Canine Crack (5.9+) (not shown on photo) This right-leaning crack is 150 yards right of Jet Stream, on the south face of the rock. FA: Brendt Allen, Mike Wilson, Sam Waggoner, Alan Bartlett; 5/91.

11. The Bone Club (5.10a) (R) ★★ (not shown on photo) Begin in a left-facing corner (Little Criminals) about 30 feet to the right of Canine Crack, and on the east face. Climb past three bolts just to the left of the corner. FA: Scott Cole, Bruce Morris; 12/88.

12. Little Criminals (5.10b) ★★ (not shown on photo) This is the left-facing corner about 30 feet right of Canine Crack on the east face. FA: Scott Cole, Bruce Morris; 12/88.

13. Teeter Totter (5.9) (not shown on photo) Climb the thin, left-facing flake about 10 feet to the right of Little Criminals. FA: Scott Cole, Bruce Morris; 12/88.



[image: chpt_fig_025.jpg]







THE NEGROPOLIS AREA

This area encompasses several varied formations that lie about a large hill on the left (east) side of Park Boulevard. The Negropolis Area is approximately 3.4 miles from the West Entrance and 5.2+ miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection. Routes are located on the northern end of the hill (Sha-Nay-Nay); on the eastern side of the hill (Pet Cemetery and Snooze Rock); or high on the west side (The Negropolis).

14. Sha-Nay-Nay (5.5) (not shown on photo) This route is located on a small brown buttress on the northern end of the Negropolis hill; it starts down low. FA: Todd Gordon, Cyndie Bransford, Jason Cushner; 12/94.


The Pet Cemetery

This is a small, shady crag with several overhanging sport routes. The area is actually on the back (east) side of the Negropolis hillside, on the upper part of the northern end of the hill. Park at a pullout on Park Boulevard near the north end of the hillside (3 miles from the West Entrance; 5.6+ miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection). Walk around the northern end of the formation, then up the slope to the Pet Cemetery. Routes face east (in shade all afternoon). There are actually two formations; the left one is the largest. The routes are described from left to right. Map, page 52.


[image: chpt_fig_026.jpg]



The Pet Cemetery—Left Formation

This is the larger, left-hand formation. Several fun sport routes can be found here. It’s shady; good for warm days.

15. Skeleton Crew (5.10d) ★ (Sport) This three-bolt route to a two-bolt anchor/rap lies just left of Pet Cemetery. Short, but good rock. FA: Don Wilson et al.; 1992.

16. Pet Cemetery (5.11a/b) ★★ (Sport) This route follows overhanging rock past five bolts to a lower-angled two-bolt anchor/rap. FA: Don Wilson, Karen Wilson; 10/91.

17. Open Project (5.12?) (Sport) Begin off a ledge 8 feet right and up from Pet Cemetery. Four bolts (the last doubled); may need additional bolt(s). FA: Unknown.

18. Bone Merchant (5.11b) ★★ (Sport) This five-bolt route lies right of the central crack and left of the right-hand arête (Bonecrusher Arête). Crux is past the first bolt. Two-bolt anchor/rap. FA: Mark Bowling, Steve Gerberding, Al Swanson.

19. Bonecrusher Arête (5.8) ★ Start in a gully system at the right end of the large formation, step left, and follow the dark arête to the top. Pro: Small to 2 inches. FA: Don Wilson, Karen Wilson, 10/91.




The Pet Cemetery—Right Formation

This is the smaller, somewhat worthless, right-hand formation. Routes 20 to 22 do not appear on a photo.

20. Skin and Bones (5.4) (R) Follow the featured face just left of the crack system on the left side of the smaller (right) formation. Pro: To 2 inches. FA: Don Wilson; 10/91.

21. No Bones about It (5.5) This is the prominent crack in the center of the smaller formation. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: Don Wilson; 10/91.

22. Bone Up (5.6) Go up the crack and face to the right of No Bones About It. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: Todd Swain, Donette Swain, Marion D-Nittoli; 9/95.






Snooze Rock

Snooze Rock lies on the southernmost part of the east side of the Negropolis hill (away from the road). The best approach is to park as for the Pet Cemetery and walk about 0.25 mile to the south. Snooze Rock is a small formation with excellent rock and a prominent arête. There is no photo.

23. Naptime for Meggles (5.9) ★ Follow the left side of the arête past an overhanging start, passing one bolt up higher. Pro: To 2 inches. FA: Don Wilson, Karen Wilson; 10/91.




The Negropolis

This is the series of brown buttresses and blocks that lie high on the west side of the large hill. Park at one of several small pullouts on the west side of Park Boulevard just south of where the rocks are located (3.4 miles from the West Entrance; 5.2+ miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection). Routes face west and south and see sun most of the afternoon.

24. Square Dancing (5.10b) ★ (TR) This route climbs a thin crack left of Slap Prancing. Begin from a gully up and left of Slap Prancing. FA: Bob Gaines; 1/02.

25. Slap Prancing (5.8+) ★ A three-bolt route on the pillar to the left of Dance on Fire. Pro: To 2 inches for anchor. FA: Unknown.

26. Dance on Fire (5.11a/b) ★★★ This is the three-bolt face climb on the left side of the buttress. Two-bolt anchor/rap. FA: Mike Lechlinski, Mari Gingery; 12/87.

27. Tap Dancing (5.11a) (R/X) ★★★ Start just right of Dance on Fire. Climb a face and thin crack with one fixed pin (one is missing). Two-bolt anchor/rap. FA (TR): Bob Gaines, Pat Nay; 10/86. FA (Lead): Mike Lechlinski, Mari Gingery; 12/87.

28. Rap Dancing (5.10a or c) ★ This two-bolt face route is around the corner and to the right of Tap Dancing on the same block. If you stem off the boulder it is 5.10a; it is 5.10c direct. Two-bolt anchor/rap. FA: Unknown.

29. Atrophy (5.9) ★ The clean, overhanging crack on the left of the upper block of I Fall Therefore I Am. Pro: To 3.5 inches. FA: Cory Zinngrabe; 1989.

30. I Fall Therefore I Am (5.10c) This route is on the next pillar to the right of the Tap Dancing pillar. Start out of the gully, climb past three bolts, then use the wide crack above, avoiding two bolts on the arête to the left. Pro: To 4 inches; two-bolt anchor/rap. FA: Larry Kuechlin, Cory Zinngrabe; 1989.
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31. Metal Highway (5.8+) Go up the face around to the left of I Fall Therefore I Am. Two bolts, one fixed pin. FA: Todd Gordon, Brian, Jenn, Steve Orr, Rob Raker, Annette Bunge; 5/93.

32. B for Beers (5.10b) ★★ (Sport) This is approximately 100 feet right of Tap Dancing. Climb a dike system past four bolts. Two-bolt anchor. FA: Todd Gordon, Mike Brown, Craig Fry; 10/85.

33. Girls in the Mist (5.10d) ★★★ (Sport) This is the big block on the far right side of the Negropolis Area. Pro: 4 bolts. FA: Todd Gordon, David Evans; 2/90.

34. Girls in Our Midst (5.11a) (TR) Start just right of Girls in the Mist, up the white dike. FA: Bob Gaines; 12/01.




Hell Rock

This formation faces south and is located to the east of the Negropolis Area. It is best approached by parking in a paved turnout on the east side of Park Boulevard 3.9 miles from the West Entrance and 4.7+ miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection. The formation is not visible from the parking area, but can be seen from a point a few hundred yards farther southeast along Park Boulevard. It lies about 0.75 mile to the northeast on the first (southernmost) hillside with rock formations. Hell Rock can be recognized by the large boulder perched on top of its left side. The two bolted routes lie below the boulder. There is no photo.

35. Route of All Evil (5.11d) ★★★ The route on the left. Pro: To 2 inches; four bolts. FA: Jan McCollum, Herb Laeger, Kris Solem; 5/90.

36. No Rest for the Wicked (5.12a) ★★★ Just right of Route of All Evil. Pro: To 2 inches; four bolts. FA: Kris Solem, Jan McCollum; 5/90.

37. Bolters Are Weak (5.8) (R) Start about 75 feet up and right of No Rest for the Wicked. Go up the dike (no pro) to the left end of a roof; go right, then over the roof and up a thin crack. FA: Brent Ingram, Karen Tracey, Alan Bartlett, Kris Solem; 3/91.
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VAGMARKEN HILL

Vagmarken is a large hill with a variety of crags on its western face located on the east side of Park Boulevard about 4.7+ miles from the West Entrance and 3.9 miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection. The known routes lie on small brown formations on the lower left-hand (northwest) portion of the hillside (the Intimidator Rocks); on the larger buttresses (Vagmarken Buttresses) high on the middle section of the hillside; or on the far right-hand (southern) end of the hill (the Place Sheep Sleep). For Intimidator Rocks and Vagmarken Buttresses, park in a pullout on the west side of Park Boulevard about 5 miles from the West Entrance. For the Place Sheep Sleep, park in a small pullout about on the west side of Park Boulevard about 5.1 miles from the West Entrance and 3.5+ miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection. Map, page 52.


The Intimidator Rocks

These are the small dark formations lying lower down on the northwestern part of Vagmarken Hill. It may be best to park at the farthest north pullout (4.7 miles from the West Entrance and 3.9+ miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection).

38. Dead Pigeons (5.11b) (TR) This lies on left skyline of small tower. Face climb past a horizontal and a small roof. FA: Mark Wilson; 2/89.

39. Just Stop It (5.10b) Climb up and right along a dike past two bolts, then straight up to the top. Pro: Small to 3 inches. FA: Larry Kuechlin, Mike Humphrey; 2/89.

40. Bold Is a Four Letter Word (5.10a) ★ Start near the toe of the buttress; climb past four bolts. Pro: Gear for anchors. FA: Mark Wilson, Larry Kuechlin, Mike Humphrey; 2/89.




Vagmarken Buttresses

There are several “buttresses” high on the hillside. The known routes are on either the left buttress (up and right from the Intimidator Rocks) or on the right buttress (which is characterized by two long white dike systems). It may be best to park at the parking pullout a little farther south than that used for the Intimidator Rocks (4.8 miles from the West Entrance and 3.8+ miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection). Map, page 52.


Vagmarken Hill—Left Buttress

41. The Wind Tower (5.7) ★★ This is the face and crack system on the far left side of the formation, left of the gully that is to the left of route 30. This is a 120-foot pitch. Descend down the back side. Pro: To 3 inches. FA: Bob Gaines, Yvonne Gaines; 1/96.

42. The Podium of Indecision (5.10b) (5.7 var.) This is the bolted face route up the varnished rock left of the Vagmarken Buttress route. If you traverse to larger holds in the gully on the left, the route is 5.7. Pro: Small to 2 inches. FA: Mike Humphrey, Larry Kuechlin.

43. Vagmarken Buttress (5.7) Climb the middle of the buttress past one bolt. FA: Herb Laeger, Eve Laeger, Dave Houser; 6/80.

44. Vagabonds (5.8) (R) A red dihedral rises 50 feet right of the Vagmarken Buttress route. Climb up into the dihedral, then exit (bolt) to the lower-angled face above. Pro: Small to 2 inches. FA: Todd Swain, Brandt Allen; 9/89.




Vagmarken Hill—Wrong Buttress

This large buttress lies just left of the Right Buttress.

45. Thin Spin (5.8) On the left side of this formation is a thin, low-angled crack that ends at a two-bolt belay/rappel anchor. FA: Unknown.

46. Caw Caw (5.6) This is just right of Thin Spin. Climb the face up to a crack that goes through the roof above. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: Todd Gordon, Cyndie Bransford; 1/95.

47. Unknown (5.3) (not shown on photo) Start at the right edge of the buttress. Follow an obvious line up and left to finish atop Thin Spin. FA: Todd Swain; 11/92.




Vagmarken Hill—Right Buttress

This formation is characterized by two long white dikes.

48. The Great Thief (5.6) This is on the left side of the Right Buttress, to the right of James Brown’s … Start high in the gully in a crack that slants to the right, then heads back left. Pro: To 3 inches. FA: Alan Bartlett, Amy Sharpless, Tom Budd; 4/91.

49. James Brown’s Celebrity Hot Tub Party (5.10b) This route climbs the white dike on the left. Pro: To 2 inches, two bolts. FA: Geoff Archer, Todd Gordon, Alan Bartlett; 4/91.

50. The Right-Handed Dyke (5.10a) This route ascends thin cracks and lieback flakes on the right-hand white dike. FA: Todd Gordon, Reggie Thompson, Karen Long, Linda Maron; 10/90.




Vagmarken Hill—Baby Buttress

This small cliff lies about 100 feet downhill and slightly right of The Right-Handed Dyke on the Right Buttress. The buttress and routes are not pictured.

51. Palming the Babyhead (5.10a) (TR) This route lies on the left edge of Baby Buttress. Go up a steep left-slanting crack/dike to a horizontal; step right and climb a blank face to lower-angled rock. FA: Ken Wylie, Nancy Giesmar, Todd Swain, Donette Swain; 3/03.

52. Betty Spaghetti (5.8) Begin about 8 feet right of Palming the Babyhead. Climb up the face to an obvious vertical crack that is followed to the top. Pro: To 4 inches. FA: Todd Swain, Donette Swain, Ken Wylie, Nancy Giesmar, Tess Whittlesey; 3/03.

53. Avalung (5.7) This route begins about 8 feet right of Betty Spaghetti at a right-leaning crack at the right edge of the formation. Go up the face to the crack. Pro: To 3 inches. FA: Ken Wylie, Nancy Giesmar, Todd Swain, Donette Swain, Tess Whittlesey; 3/03.






Chores of Yore Crag

This small cliff lies about 125 feet up and right of the Right Buttress, and about 100 feet uphill and slightly right of Baby Buttress. Descend to the right. The crag and routes are not pictured.

54. Stoke the Fire (5.8) (TR) Begin 15 feet left of Dig the Well, Build the Cabin at an overhanging flake/crack. Climb up and left along the flake, then up and right on the slabby face. FA: Todd Swain, Donette Swain; 3/03.

55. Dig the Well, Build the Cabin (5.9) (not shown on photo) Face climb past one bolt to a thin crack. Pro: To 2 inches. FA: Todd Gordon, Reggie Thompson; 10/90.

56. Chop the Wood (5.8) Begin 15 feet right of Dig the Well, Build the Cabin, on the right side of an arête. Climb up and left along dikes out the arête, then up a lower-angled arête to top. FA: Todd Swain, Donette Swain; 3/03.

57. Carry the Water (5.4) Begin 10 feet right of Chop the Wood; go up the obvious vertical crack/flake to a notch in the skyline. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: Donette Swain, Todd Swain; 3/03.

58. Cook the Dinner (5.5) Climb the obvious left-facing corner/groove 6 feet right of Carry the Water. Pro: To 3.5 inches. FA: Hanna Mohn, Cooper Mohn, Todd Swain; 4/03.

59. Eat the Meat (5.5) The crack/corner just right of Cook the Dinner. Pro: To 4 inches. FA: Tess Whittlesey, Cooper Mohn, Todd Swain; 4/03.
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The Place Sheep Sleep

The routes are on an indistinct west-facing wall about 75 yards left of the southernmost point of the Vagmarken hillside. Routes are exposed to morning shade and afternoon sun. Park at a small turnout near the extreme southern end of the Vagmarken hillside (5.1 miles from the West Entrance; 3.5 miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection). Map, page 52.

60. Where Sheep Sleep (5.12a) ★ Located on the left side of a split face. Continuous and funky moves; stay right of the crack past four bolts. Bolt anchor. FA: Paul Borne.

61. Where Sheep Shit (5.10b/c) This is just right of Where Sheep Sleep, on right side of split face. A little loose, but you might as well tick it if you’re in the area. Pro: Three bolts; 2 to 2.5 inch cam; bolt anchor. FA: Paul Borne.

62. Were Sheep Here First? (5.10c) ★ This is around the corner from Where Sheep Shit on the right side of the arête. The crux seems to be getting a draw on the third bolt! Pro: Three bolts; bolt anchor. FA: Paul Borne.






QUAIL SPRINGS PICNIC AREA


Trashcan Rock

Trashcan Rock is located on the west side of Park Boulevard about 5.8 miles from the West Entrance and about 2.8 miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection. There is a small paved parking area on the east side of the rock, and a very large paved parking area with picnic tables and a toilet on the west side of the rock. No camping is allowed. The park service has designated this area for day use only. This is a fine and popular beginners’ area. This area also serves as parking for Hound Rocks and the White Cliffs of Dover, which are located to the southwest. Maps, pages 62 and 63.


Trashcan Rock—East Face

The east side of Trashcan Rock lies adjacent to a small parking area and offers mostly vertical cracks that face Park Boulevard. The face gets morning sun and afternoon shade. The descent is to the right (north) end of the formation.

63. Filth (5.8) (R) Begin about 10 feet left of Filch; go up the face past a horizontal to a crack. Pro: To 3 inches. FA: Unknown.

64. Filch (5.6) Begin off a boulder; go up the offwidth crack to smaller crack on the right above. Pro: To 4+ inches FA: Unknown.

65. Slippery People (V5) (boulder problem) The mantel and easier upper face (5.10+) between Filch and Ripper. FA: Bob Gaines; 1983.
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66. Ripper (V2) Boulder up into the short crack; escape across the dike to the left. FA: Unknown; early 1970s.

67. Gripper Traverse (V0+) Boulder problem traverse. FA: Unknown.

68. Wallaby Crack (5.8) ★ Go up the obvious crack that finishes in a chimney. Pro: To 3 inches. FA: Unknown.

69. Hermanutic (5.10c) (R) ★★ The longest crack on the east face. Easy climbing leads to a thin and hard-to-protect crux high. Rarely lead, easily toproped. Pro: Very thin to 2 inches. FA: Unknown.

70. Butterfly Crack (5.11c) ★★★ This crack begins with a boulder problem-like crux at the bottom, which leads to an easier (5.9) hand crack. Pro: Small wired nuts to 3 inches. FA: John Bald, John Long; 1973.

71. Mr. Freeze (5.12b) ★ (TR) A face climb between Butterfly Crack and Left Sawdust Crack that joins Butterfly Crack near the top. FA: Mike Guardino.

72. Left Sawdust Crack (5.10c) ★ This is the left-hand of two cracks on the right side of the face. They meet at the top. Usually toproped; the crux is at the top. Pro: Small to 2 inches. FA: John Long; 1973.

73. Right Sawdust Crack (5.8) ★★ The right-hand “hand” crack; begins off a boulder. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: John Long; 1973.




Trashcan Rock—West Face

The west side of Trashcan Rock offers many easy and lower-angled crack and face routes that are popular with novice climbers. A very large parking area lies just west and directly faces this side of the formation. Many of the face routes (with exception of Tiptoe and Profundity) are unprotected and usually toproped. Medium to 2.5-inch gear, with long slings/cordelette are usually adequate to set up topropes. Descend off the north end of the rock. The rock sees morning shade and is sunny all afternoon.

Note about Courtesy: It is not uncommon for groups and climbing classes to toprope one or more climbs on this rock. If you place a toprope on several routes and leave it up for more than a short time, you must be prepared to either share the rope with other climbers or pull it down. Totally dominating this rock with topropes and then being unwilling to share or pull your ropes is not only extremely rude, but might justify the removal of your ropes. Be courteous instead.

74. The Trough 5.0 Begin at the far left side of the west face, just right of a boulder; go up a left-leaning crack to a slot. Pro: To 3+ inches. FA: Unknown.

75. Karpkwitz (5.6) Begin just right of The Trough; go up a thin crack. Pro: Thin to 2.5 inches. FA: Unknown.

76. B-3 (5.3) This is the large left-slanting crack. Pro: To 3 inches. FA: Unknown.

77. Profundity (5.10a) (or 5.10c) ★ This is a slab route. Begin just right of B-3, go up the groove to a face with two bolts. Going straight up past the second bolt is more diffi-cult (5.10c) than going slightly right (5.10a). Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: Chris Wegener; 2/73.

78. B-2 (5.3) ★ This is the wide crack between Profundity and Tiptoe. Pro: To 3 inches. FA: Unknown.

79. Tiptoe (5.7+) ★★ This fun slab route “tiptoes” up a small vertical dike system past three bolts. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: Dave Stahl, Mona Stahl.

80. B-1 (5.1) ★ This is the handcrack just right of Tiptoe. Pro: To 3 inches. FA: Unknown.

81. Walkway (5.4) R Begin at B-1. Go up and right on the face to a thin crack that then traverses up and right on a ramp. Unprotected crux at bottom. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: Unknown.

82. Baby-Point-Five (5.8/5.9) (R/X) Begin between B-1 and the crack/corner of Tulip. Crux face moves (unprotected) lead to an easier and unprotected face, then to the easy crack and ramp of Walkway. FA: Unknown.

83. Tulip (5.6) (R) Begin at a short crack/left-facing corner. Higher, climb the face past one bolt. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: John Wolfe, Margie Creed; 10/72.

84. Bimbo (5.10a) (R/X) Begin in dark seams to the right of Tulip (crux at bottom); join Tulip at its bolt. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: Unknown.

85. Eschar (5.4) ★ Begin on a small ledge in a recessed area. Go up and left in the left-leaning crack. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: Unknown.
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86. History (5.11a) (TR) Begin on the small ledge in the recess. Go up the face between Cranny and Eschar. FA: Todd Gordon, Brian Sillasen, Frank Bentwood; 2/88.

87. Cranny (5.8) ★★ Begin on the small ledge in the recess. Go up the double cracks. Pro: To 2 inches. FA: Scott Little; 11/72.

88. Bloodymir (5.9) Begin on the small ledge in the recess; go up and right past a bolt, then up a left-slanting crack. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: John Long, John Wolfe; 11/72.

89. Black Eye (5.9) R Begin on the left side of a deep recess on the right end of the west face. Go up a flake crack, then exit left, then climb the face past one bolt to a shallow left-slanting crack through a horizontal dike. Pro: Thin to 2 inches. FA: Unknown.

90. Simpatico (5.1) Begin on the left side of the deep recess on the right end of the rock. Go up a curving wide crack/flake, finishing left of a large boulder on top. Pro: To 3+ inches. FA: Unknown.

91. Eyesore (5.4) This is the chimney in the back of the deep recess on the right end of the West Face. Pro: To 3+ inches. FA: Unknown.

92. Eyestrain (5.2) Go up cracks on the easy rib/arête right of Eyesore. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: Unknown.








HOUND ROCKS

These rocks (45 to 90 feet tall) are located approximately 0.5 mile southwest of Trashcan Rock. Park in the west (back) side parking area for Trashcan Rock (5.8 miles from the West Entrance; 2.8 miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection). There is a toilet located here; use it before hiking out. From the southwestern part of the parking area, follow a rough trail south-southwest, then down and across a wash, to Hound Rocks. Many fine crack routes are found here. Most of the routes lie on the eastern faces of two principal rock formations (in sun during the morning and in shade all afternoon). Map, page 62.


Baskerville Rock

Baskerville Rock is the first (and smaller) of the Hound Rocks you will encounter. The following routes all lie on the east face (morning sun, afternoon shade). Descend off the back (west) side, behind Right Baskerville Crack.

93. Weathering Frights (5.9) Go up and right (grainy) to a handcrack. Pro: To 3 inches. FA (TR):Alan Nelson; 12/81. FA (Lead): Roger Linfield, Keith Echelmeyer; 11/83.

94. Stemulation (5.9) (R) ★ This is the left-slanting thin crack to the right of Weathering Frights. Pro: To 3 inches. FA: Alan Nelson, Sally Moser; 12/81.

95. Sound Asleep (5.10b) Crux moves off the ground lead to a crack and face. Pro: To 3 inches. FA (TR): Mike Beck, Alan Nelson; 9/82. FA (Lead): Roger Linfield, Keith Echelmeyer; 11/83.

96. Left Baskerville Crack (5.10b) (R) ★ An unprotected face (crux) leads to a 4- to 5-inch crack. Pro: To 5 inches. FA: John Long, Dan Dingle; 5/77.
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97. Talking about My Variation (5.10b) (R) ★ Do the first half of Left Baskerville Crack, then take the left-slanting crack to the top. Pro: To 4 inches. FA: Andy Brown, Jeff Rhoads; 11/89.

98. Don’t Bolt Me (5.11b) ★★ (TR) FA: Roy Haggard; 1991.

99. Right Baskerville Crack (5.10a) ★★★ The classic climb in this area, on good rock. Pro: Small to 2 inches. FA: John Long, Janet Wilts; 5/77.




Hound Rock

This is the larger, westernmost of the two main formations. Several good crack routes lie on the east face and are described below. Most of these routes begin down in a small “valley” lying adjacent to the face. The routes get early sun and afternoon shade. Evidence (mostly old trash) still remains of homesteading activity in the area. The west face has a number of crack routes that vary from 5.6 to 5.9 in difficulty; these are not described. Descent options include going down the south end; rappelling from atop Tossed Green; or going off the back of the north end (tricky).

100. Direct Wrench (5.11a) ★ (TR) Climb straight up to end of Crescent Wrench. FA: unknown.

101. Crescent Wrench (5.10d) ★★ Follow the thin arching crack (crux at end). Pro: Many small to 1.5 inches. FA (TR): Mike Loughman, Amy Loughman; 10/79. FA (Lead): Unknown.

102. An Eye to the West (5.9) ★ Start off a boulder; go up the right-hand (thinner) crack. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: Randy Vogel, Lyman Spitzer; 11/79.
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103. Tossed Green (5.10a) ★★★ This nice straight crack ends at a two-bolt anchor/rap. Pro: To 2.5 inches. FA: John Long, Randy Vogel, Mike Lechlinski, Craig Fry, Mari Gingery; 12/77.

104. White Powder (5.7) This is the wide crack just right of Tossed Green; two-bolt anchor/rap. Pro: To 3.5 inches. FA: Janet Wilts, John Long; 5/77.

105. Over the Hill (5.9) Start just right of White Powder; head up and right to reach a crack. Pro: To 3 inches. FA: Alan Bartlett, Don Wilson; 5/81.

106. Animalitos (5.11b) (R) ★★ Climb up discontinuous thin cracks (crux; hard to protect) to a crack leading to the top. Pro: Many thin to 2.5 inches. FA (TR): John Long, Eric Ericksson; 1980. FA (Lead): Unknown.

107. Animalargos (5.11c) (R) ★★★ Go up the face to a small triangular spot, then up (crux) to a thin crack. Above, head left up the crack to join Animalitos at the top. Pro: Thin to 3 inches. FA (TR): John Long, Randy Vogel, Lynn Hill; 1980. FA (Lead): Unknown.






WHITE CLIFFS OF DOVER

This northeast-facing band of cliffs is approximately 0.7 mile south of Trashcan Rock, and approximately 0.3 mile south-southwest of Hound Rocks. It sits high on the hillside. The rock tends to be quite excellent. Park at the west (back) parking area for Trashcan Rock (5.8 miles from the West Entrance; 2.8 miles from the Intersection Rock/Real Hidden Valley intersection). There is a toilet located here; use it before hiking out. From the southwestern part of the parking area, follow a rough trail south-southwest (same approach as for Hound Rocks). Just before Hound Rocks, head southwest, then up the hillside to the cliff. While the majority of routes are located near the left end of the outcrop a number of fine routes have been established elsewhere all along the cliff. Map, page 62.


Courthouse Formation

This is a large block (40 feet high) located 100 yards left of the main White Cliffs formation (Make or Break Flake). It is about 50 yards up the hillside. The formation and routes are not shown.

108. In Contempt (5.11b/c) ★★★ (Sport) A four-bolt sport route on the overhanging south face. Pro: One-inch cam; two-bolt anchor/rap. FA: Bob Gaines, Dave Evans; 3/96.

109. Unforgiven (5.11d/5.12a) ★★ (Sport) A four-bolt sport route on the left side of the block. Two-bolt anchor/rap. FA: Steve Sutton; 3/96.
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Main White Cliffs of Dover Formation

The main White Cliffs formation consists of a band of light-colored cliffs that extend several hundred yards across the hillside. The cliffs are broken in places by small gullies. There is a larger break in the cliffs between Wokking the Dog (route 128) and Wanton Soup (route 129). Routes to the left of this break are described in “White Cliffs of Dover—Left End”; routes to the right in “White Cliffs of Dover—Right End.”


White Cliffs of Dover—Left End

This section of the White Cliffs of Dover covers routes from the far left end (Make or Break Flake) to an obvious break in the cliff band just right of Wokking the Dog. These routes are best approached by hiking up to the base of the cliffs at the left end (near Jack of Hearts), then contouring the base to the right.

110. Make or Break Flake (aka Later Dude) (5.10b) ★ This route ascends a flake/crack on a small face on the far left side of the cliff. A bolt protects the entry move. Pro: To 4 inches. FA (bolt placed on rap): Dan Dingle, Chris Carpenter, Guy Wordsall; 5/77.

111. Quest for Fire (5.11b) ★ (not shown on photo) This thin crack is just right of Make or Break Flake. Pro: Thin to 4 inches. FA: Tom Gilje, Dan Osman, Mike Waugh.

112. Solar Flare (5.9) ★ (not shown on photo) This is just
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White Cliffs of Dover—Right End





















JOHNNY LANG CRAGS
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Evil Tree Rocks (Wilderness)






Fissure King Formation (Wilderness)













Tottering Tower (Wilderness)






APFA Rock



APFA Rock—South Face
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APFA Rock—North Face









Erotic Dome



Erotic Dome—North Face
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Erotic Dome—West Face
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