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This book is dedicated
to everyone who is a Tom Hanks fan!

 

Tom Hanks on Life,
Movies, and Hollywood


Tom
Hanks is one of the greatest American actors and filmmakers of our
time. A cultural icon, he is recognized around the world. Most
known for his comedic and dramatic roles, Hanks is often referred
to as ‘America’s Sweetheart’ and ‘Hollywood’s Everyman.’ His
shelves at home are heaving under the weight of all the awards he
has won, including numerous Academy Awards, Emmy Awards, and Tony
Awards. Hanks has touched millions of people with his body of
work.


What
follows are quotes spoken by Hanks on all aspects of his life, his
movies, and his thoughts on Hollywood. Each quote is attributed to
its original source so you can see it was spoken by Hanks. After
the Hanks quotes, you’ll find a smattering of quotes about the man
spoken by those who know him best. We’ll wrap up the book with a
roundup of some of Hanks’ most memorable Tweets. 
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LIFE


“Our
discomfort because of the virus was pretty much done in two weeks
and we had very different reactions, and that was odd. My wife lost
her sense of taste and smell, she had severe nausea, she had a much
higher fever than I did. I just had crippling body aches, I was
very fatigued all the time and I couldn’t concentrate on anything
for more than about 12 minutes. That last bit is kinda like my
natural state anyway.

When
we were in the hospital, I said, ‘I’m 63, I have type 2 diabetes, I
had a stent in my heart – am I a red flag case?’ But as long as our
temperatures did not spike, and our lungs did not fill up with
something that looked like pneumonia, they were not worried. I’m
not one who wakes up in the morning wondering if I’m going to see
the end of the day or not. I’m pretty calm about that.”

On
having Covid-19 in March 2020. The
Guardian. July 6, 2020


“I
think a long time ago I learned how important it was to show up a
little bit early. Be ready to go, you know? And to respect the
whole process, and I think that you could respect the whole process
even when the other people don’t.”

On his
habit of always being early or on time. The New York Times. November 13,
2019


“I view my wife as
my lover, and we have a bond that goes beyond words like wife or
girlfriend or mother. For example, I was able to construct a number
of things in Philadelphia
because of my relationship with Rita. The way my
character felt about his lover is the way I feel about mine. The
same was true when I played Forrest Gump, who loved Jenny. Without
my connection with Rita, I don't know how I would've been able to
connect with what Forrest was going through.”

On the
relationship that he has with his wife, Rita Wilson.
O, The Oprah Magazine.
September 2001


“I
have all the benefits of my station, I’m able to see the kids and a
few friends. I’m not experiencing anything but the great question
of what’s going to happen?”

On how
he is faring during the Covid-19 lockdown. The Guardian. July 6, 2020


“I am a
practice-ist. It’s different than being an activist. There is an
ocean of information out there and I am not an expert, but the
truth is this is an epidemic in the US because of our lifestyle and
the food that we eat and the way we lead our lives. More people
have diabetes than ever before. This is hilarious, I literally just
thought of this: I made this movie Nothing
in Common with Jackie Gleeson in 1985. It
was the fifth movie I made and I had a speech in there to Eva Marie
Saint about the dangers of diabetes, because my character’s father
had diabetes. Back then it was just a line, now it’s advice that I
have to give myself.”

On
having Type 2 diabetes and whether he is an activist for the
illness as he often speaks about it in interviews.
The Talks. July 9,
2014


“They’re brilliant combinations of
art and engineering. But art, engineering, and purpose. Every
machine is as individual as a set of fingerprints. So, every time
you type something on a typewriter, it is a one-of-a-kind work of
art.” 

On his
fascination with typewriters. The New York
Times. November 13, 2019


“Don’t quit for the day until you
know what happens next. That, and have a new ribbon
handy.”

On
what is the best piece of writing advice he has ever
received. One Story. September 14, 2017


“Look, there’s no law against ignorance. It’s not illegal to
have opinions that are wrong. But there is a darkness on the edge
of town here folks, and ... let’s not confuse the fact: It’s
killing people. ... Yeah, that’s right. It’s killing people. And
you can say, ‘Well, traffic accidents kill an awful lot of people
too.’ A traffic accident happened because a lot of drivers aren’t
doing their part. ... I don’t know how common sense has somehow
been put in question.”

On the
dangers of Covid. Los Angeles
Times. July 7, 2020


“We have not only been approached,
we have said, ‘Do you want our blood? Can we give plasma?’ And, in
fact, we will be giving it now to the places that hope to work on
what I would like to call the Hank-ccine.” 

On
whether he has been approached for his blood for possible Covid
antibodies since he has had the virus. NPR. April 18, 2020


“Yes, I would. I
would answer all the questions left unanswered by Covid-19. And by
the way, how many franchises do you have that go on that
long? James Bond thing, Fast And the
Furious, and the Covid series.”

On
whether he would be willing to be in Covid-20 since he survived
Covid-19. NPR.
April 18, 2020


“There’s sort of an ongoing physiological maintenance for
your brain and for your body that we’ve been following through.
What can you do but try to bind up the hay in neat little bundles.
That’s what we’ve been doing. Just going into the barn with the
baling machine, saying, ‘Well, we got all this hay. Let’s at least
stack it up and get it ready for the next day.’ ”

On
taking life day by day after recovering from Covid.
Indulge Express. July 7,
2020


“Honestly, if you
drive a car, do you think it’s your constitutional right
not to use your turn
signals? You should use your turn signals. ‘Cause otherwise you
might run into somebody and somebody might run into you, right? You
want to obey some aspect of the speed limit, right? You don’t want
to go 120 miles per hour in a school zone — you slow down. You try
not to hit buildings and pedestrians. You give that a shot, don’t
you? Isn’t that the least you can do when you’re driving a car? I
think the least you can do in the United States of America and
around the world is wear a mask and wash your hands and keep your
distance, holy smokes.”

On
wanting people to wear masks to help stop the spread of
Covid-19. Rolling Stone. July 15, 2020


“Rita
went through a tougher time than I did. She had a much higher
fever. She had lost her sense of taste and sense of smell. She got
absolutely no joy from food for a better part of three
weeks.”

On his
wife’s case of Covid-19. Global
News. April 20, 2020


“In my head, dammit. God gave us all
burdens and some of us typewriters.”

On
whether he has more short stories in the works. One Story. September 14,
2017


“You
know, I don’t even think about it. It truly is a self-defence
mechanism when I am uncomfortable or unsure of myself. Ever since I
was a little kid, I’ve been aware [that I have an ability], in a
way my brothers and sister did not have, to walk into a room and
make everyone believe I was incredibly comfortable with being
there. And that, along with attention deficit disorder, turned out
to be the perfect combination for becoming an
actor.” 

On
being able to ‘seduce a room.’ The
Guardian. July 6, 2020


“I
find that something different has happened about every 20 minutes.
I've done the Marie Kondo-izing of much of my life, I must say. I
found this microphone. That's one thing. I didn't even realize I
had this microphone. It was in the original box so I pulled it out.
But I got to say - if I win one hand of Solitaire, I immediately
try to see if I can get two in a row, so I'm busy. I am very, very
busy enough.”

On
what his days are like during the Covid-19 lockdown.
NPR. April 18,
2020


“I was too busy watching
Rocky and Bullwinkle and stuff like that.”

On not
being much of a Mister Rogers fan growing up. Vanity Fair. September 10,
2019


“Somewhere along the line, I figured out the only thing
really, I think, eventually a parent can do is say, ‘I love you,
there’s nothing you can do wrong, you cannot hurt my feelings, I
hope you will forgive me on occasion, and what do you need me to
do?’ You offer up that to them. ‘I will do anything I can possibly
do in order to keep you safe.’ That’s it. Offer that up and then
just love them.”

On
knowing that being supportive of your kids is all that really
matters when it comes to being a parent. The New York
Times. November 13, 2019


“I start thinking about mistakes I
made with my own kids and not explaining things or not being there
for them. Or being so preoccupied with other things that are going
on in our adult world. My son Colin was born when I was very young.
As well as my daughter, but that means we have this gestalt
understanding because they remember when their dad was just a guy
trying to, you know, make the rent. My other kids, they were born
after I had established a beachhead in every way. And so their
lives were just different.”

On
having his first two children in early adulthood.
The New York Times.
November 13, 2019


“My penmanship is
atrocious and always has been. I hated it when I was in fifth
grade. Typewriters are built to do one thing very simply,
repetitively, on demand and (mostly) with no need for electricity.
Typewriters cannot be hacked and never lose your document, unless
you rip it out of the carriage and tear it up. And, typewriters can
do that forever.
You tell me what $50 purchase will work as designed for 100 years,
other than a cast iron skillet!

No one
ever throws away a typewritten letter. Each is an individual work
of linguistic and literary art, as delicate—and permanent—as a
painting in oil on canvas. With a typewriter, one can create a
story, a letter, a To Do list, a receipt, some thoughts, and
semi-coherent rambles that can last as long as Sumerian clay
tablets. I find such permanence to be a wonder.”

On his
interest/obsession with typewriters. One
Story. September 14, 2017


“It’s completely relative and if you
had gone back not very far, this level of vitriol and excitement
and worry was just as huge back in the Monica Lewinsky era. And we
thought, ‘Oh, that’s about as big and as insane as it’s going to
get.’ And then along comes something equally big and
insane.”

On the
themes of the speculative fiction books he reads and the following
quote in one of the books by Kim Stanley Robinson:
“History is a record of humanity trying to get a
grip.” The
Irish Times. November 19, 2019


“I don’t threaten any
man’s sense of virility, or any woman’s sense of security or
decorum. I think I’m a gentleman, you know. But a sloppy
one!” 

On
being a person that doesn’t seem to cause others to have divisive
opinions of, unlike a lot of other actors. Interview magazine. April 27,
2016


“The success of our relationship was
a matter of timing, maturity, and our willingness to have an
intimate connection. When I married Rita, I thought, ‘This is going
to require some change on my part.’ I won't deny that providence
was part of us finding each other, but our relationship isn't
magic—the way it's shown in movies. In real life, our connection is
as concrete as me sitting here. Not that marriage doesn't come
close to being hell in a handbasket sometimes. But we both know
that no matter what, we'll be with each other—and we'll get through
it.”

On the
successful marriage he has with Rita Wilson. O, The Oprah Magazine. September
2001


“I’ve
always liked those women who go after the brooding loner in the
corner. There was a while there where me and my funny friends were
always complaining because funny never got us laid. But then
something happened, and I was funny and I got laid, and that was
quite a moment of power, I suppose. I didn’t have to try to be the
brooding loner anymore. I could just get by on being funny. But
that’s something different. Look, I have bedded seven women in my
life. That’s a paltry sum. I have talked to guys who are into the
high three digits, if not actually four digits. I’m not even off of
two hands. I think I have a degree of sexual confidence that is
kept in its proper perspective and that is not flaunted. I know
what that comes out of, because for years I had no sexual confidence, for years I was
lonely. I didn’t feel like a dope because of that. I don’t feel as
though I’ve missed out on anything.”

On
playing a leading man that often went against people’s perceptions
of sexiness. Interview magazine. April 27, 2016


“My
dad was married
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