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Introduction

About Paper 1

Paper 1 Option Russia 1917–91: from Lenin to Yeltsin requires a breadth of knowledge of a historical period, as well as a knowledge of the historical debate around the fall of the Soviet Union. Paper 1 tests you against two Assessment Objectives: AO1 and AO3. AO3 is a new objective for this specification.

AO1 tests your ability to:


•  organise and communicate your own knowledge

•  analyse and evaluate key features of the past

•  make supported judgements

•  deal with concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.



On Paper 1, AO1 tasks require you to write essays from your own knowledge.

AO3 tests your ability to:


•  analyse and evaluate interpretations of the past

•  explore interpretations of the past in the context of historical debate.



On Paper 1, the AO3 task requires you to write an essay which analyses the work of historians.

At A Level, Paper 1 is worth 30 per cent of your qualification. At AS Level Paper 1 is worth 60 per cent of your qualification. Significantly, your AS grade does not count towards your overall A Level grade. Therefore, you will have to take this paper at A Level in order to get the A Level qualification.

Structure

At AS and A Level, Paper 1 is structured around four themes and one historical interpretation.

The exam is divided into three sections, which relate to different aspects of your course:



	Aspect of the course 
	AO 
	Exam 



	Theme 1: Communist government in the USSR, 1917–85
Theme 2: Industrial and agricultural change, 1917–85

Theme 3: Control of the people, 1917–85

Theme 4: Social developments, 1917–85
 
	AO1 
	Section A and Section B 



	Historical interpretations: What explains the fall of the USSR, c.1985–91 
	AO3 
	Section C 




The exam

The Paper 1 AS exam and A Level exam both last for 2 hours and 15 minutes, and are divided into three sections.

Section A and Section B test the breadth of your historical knowledge of the four themes:


•  Section A requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. Section A questions will usually test your knowledge of at least a decade. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section A; this includes making a brief plan.

•  Section B requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. Section B essays usually tests your knowledge of a third of the period 1918–79, around 23 years. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section B; this includes making a brief plan.



Section C tests your knowledge of the debate around the fall of the USSR.


•  Section C requires you to answer one compulsory question relating to two extracts from the work of historians. Questions will focus on the years c1985–91. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section C, and an additional 20 minutes to read the extracts and make a plan.



The AS questions are of a lower level in order to differentiate them from the A Level questions. You will find examples of AS and A Level questions throughout the book.

How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in this exam. The book is divided into five sections – one for each of the four Themes in depth, and one for the Historical interpretation. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary. On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for exam success.

There are three levels of exam-focused activities.


•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol:[image: ]

•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol: [image: ]

•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol: [image: ]



Each section ends with an exam-style question and model high-level answer with commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to achieve the top grades. [image: ]


1 Communist government in the USSR, 1917–85

Establishing Communist Party control, 1917–24

Russia experienced two revolutions in 1917. The first, the February Revolution, led to the downfall of the Tsar. The second, the October Revolution, led to the creation of a radical new Communist government led by Lenin.

The creation of a one-party state

Lenin and the Communists promised a radical democratic government in which workers, soldiers and peasants governed themselves through soviets. However, by 1922 Lenin had created a Communist dictatorship of a one-party state.


[image: ]

Lenin’s ideology

Lenin seized power because he wanted to replace capitalism with socialism: a new social system that would allow all people to be genuinely free and equal. Lenin was a Marxist and following the German philosopher Karl Marx, he believed that history progressed through a series of stages. This had important implications for Russia as the Russian economy was only beginning to industrialise, and Lenin believed that socialism could only be built in an advanced industrial economy.

[image: ]



Lenin’s ‘Soviet state’

In October 1917, Lenin seized power on behalf of the Soviets. The October Revolution formally handed power to the All-Russian Congress of Soviets, which met in Petrograd in October 1917. The Congress created Sovnarkom, a new government to replace the Provisional Government. Lenin was elected as the first head of the new government.

Lenin’s first government passed a series of decrees that were genuinely popular. They included:


•  the Decree on Land, which gave peasants the right to seize land from the nobility and the Church

•  the Decree of Peace, which committed the new government to withdrawing from the First World War and seeking peace

•  Workers’ Decrees (November 1917) established an eight-hour maximum working day and a minimum wage.



Civil War, 1918–21

For the first few months, Sovnarkom had little real power outside Petrograd and Moscow. The Russian Civil War allowed Lenin to establish Communist control over the whole of Russia.

The Civil War radically changed the nature of the Communist government; it led to the emergence of an authoritarian, centralised and bureaucratic regime.


[image: ]

The Russian Civil War

The Civil War raged from mid-1918 to early 1921, ending in Communist victory. There were a number of different groups fighting during the Russian Civil War.


•  The Reds: Communist forces

•  The Whites: liberals, Tsarists or those who wanted to establish a military dictatorship.

•  The ‘Greens’: associated with the Left Socialist Revolutionaries (SRs) or anarchist groups. They fought for the autonomy of local groups of peasants.
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Political centralisation

Centralisation of power was Lenin’s prime method of ensuring victory. During the Civil War power passed from Sovnarkom, which was technically accountable to the Soviets, to the Politburo – the most powerful committee of the highly centralised Communist Party.

Bureaucracy

The new government also became increasingly bureaucratic. The government relied on the skills of administrators to run the economy and the army during the Civil War. Therefore, the Communist nomenklatura who dominated the government were educated members of the former middle class, economists, statisticians, and engineers, who had worked for the Tsar’s government.

Authoritarianism

Lenin and the Communists had promised a radically democratic regime. However, they used terror and repression against their opponents (see page 40). In February 1921 Lenin went further and authorised the Cheka (see page 42) to destroy the remaining opposition political parties.


[image: ]

[image: ] Complete the paragraph

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a point and specific examples, but lacks a concluding analytical link back to the question. Complete the paragraph adding this link in the space provided.


How accurate is it to say that the Communist government became increasingly centralised in the period 1918–28?




[image: ]

The Communist government clearly became increasingly centralised during the Civil War. First, Lenin was able to extend Communist control. Autonomous areas that had been controlled locally by the Left SRs or other peasant groups, known as ‘Greens’, were conquered by the Red Army and then brought under control of the central government. Additionally, Lenin’s decision to control Russia through the Politburo rather than through Sovnarkom led to increasing centralisation. The Politburo was the highest committee of the centrally controlled Communist Party. Therefore,

___________________________

___________________________
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[image: ] Spot the mistake      [image: ]

Below are a sample exam question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Why does this paragraph not get into Level 4? Once you have identified the mistake, rewrite the paragraph so that it displays the qualities of Level 4. The mark scheme on page 99 will help you.


How far was political centralisation the main consequence of Communist government in the Soviet Union in the years 1918–28?




[image: ]

In 1917 Lenin and the Communists seized power in a revolution. Lenin created a one-party state and a Communist dictatorship. Lenin was a Communist who wanted to create a socialist society, which was different from capitalism. He was influenced by the German philosopher Karl Marx. Lenin tried to establish a ‘Soviet state’ based on local Soviets and Sovnarkom. This led to a Civil War between 1918 and 1921, which was the Communist Reds against other forces known as the Whites and the Greens. By 1921 the Communists had won and Lenin had created a centralised state. It was also a one-party state as the Communists were the only party allowed.
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The nature of government under Lenin

The nature of the Communist Party changed radically during the Civil War. Lenin had constantly argued that the abolition of democracy was a temporary measure in order to win the Civil War. However, after the Communists had achieved victory Lenin introduced a series of measures that restricted democracy further.

The Party congress of 1921

The Party congress of 1921 addressed the crisis created by the Civil War. First, War Communism (see page 20) had created a famine. Secondly, the Red Terror (see page 42) led to a backlash against Communist repression.


•  From the autumn of 1920 peasants in Tambov rebelled against War Communism and Cheka brutality. By January 1921 a rebel force of 50,000 was fighting the Communists across the whole Tambov region.

•  In early 1921 there was a wave of strikes across Russia’s main cities. In Petrograd the Red Army responded by opening fire on unarmed workers.

•  Sailors at the Kronstadt naval base rebelled against Communist brutality. The mutineers demanded an end to War Communism, and a restoration of democracy.



At the party congress of 1921 Lenin responded by replacing War Communism with the New Economic Policy (NEP). However, he continued to persecute other political parties and refused to allow a return to democracy.

The ban on factions

Lenin also faced opposition within the Communist Party from two factions:


•  the Workers’ Opposition wanted to reintroduce workers’ control of industry

•  the Democratic Centralists wanted to make the Communist Party more democratic.



Lenin responded by tightening Communist political control. Lenin introduced a resolution, ‘On Party Unity’, which banned factions inside the Party. Party members found guilty of forming factions could be expelled from the Party as punishment. The ban on factions helped strengthen Lenin’s position within the party by making opposition to his policies more difficult to organise. Nonetheless, there was still debate within the Party on key issues such as economic policy.

Lenin’s legacy

Lenin died in 1924, leaving a highly authoritarian political legacy. Lenin succeeded in creating a dictatorship of the proletariat to defend the revolution. However, he destroyed soviet democracy and replaced it with a one-party state.

Decline of Sovnarkom

Lenin did not abolish Sovnarkom. Rather, it simply ceased to function as the main centre of government. From 1920, the Politburo effectively became the Government of Russia. Sovnarkom played a much smaller role, merely approving the decisions that had already been made by the Politburo.

The ‘party-state’

By 1921, the new government was based on two parallel structures: the Communist Party, and the Soviet state. From 1921 opposition parties were formally banned. Consequently, the Communist Party dominated the Soviets creating a new form of government that became known as the ‘party-state’.

A new elite

The Civil War also changed the nature of the Communist Party. In 1918 the Communist Party was a group of workers and revolutionaries. By 1921 the Party became increasingly dominated by administrators from the former middle class. Moreover, the Party used its power to ensure that Communist Party members received more food and better accommodation than ordinary workers. By the early 1920s it was clear that although the Communist Party claimed to rule on behalf of the workers, it was becoming a privileged new elite.


[image: ]

[image: ] Identify the concept      [image: ]

Below are five sample exam questions based on some of the following concepts:


•  cause – questions concern the reasons for something, or why something happened

•  consequence – questions concern the impact of an event, an action or a policy

•  change/continuity – questions ask you to investigate the extent to which things changed or stayed the same

•  similarity/difference – questions ask you to investigate the extent to which two events, actions or policies were similar

•  significance – questions concern the importance of an event, an action or a policy.



Read each of the questions and work out which of the concepts they are based on.


1  How accurate is it to say that there were major changes in the role of the Communist Party in the years 1918–28?

2  Was Lenin’s ideology the main reason for the creation of a one-party state in the USSR in the years 1918–28? Explain your answer. [image: ]

3  To what extent was Lenin responsible for the growing centralisation of Communist government in the years 1918–28?

4  Was the creation of a one-party state the main consequence of Communist government in the years 1918–28? Explain your answer. [image: ]

5  How far do you agree that the Civil War was the most significant factor in the centralisation of Communist power in the years 1918–28?
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[image: ] Identify key terms      [image: ]

Below is a sample Section A question, which includes a key word or term. Key terms are important because their meaning can be helpful in structuring your answer, developing an argument, and establishing criteria that will help form the basis of a judgement.


How accurate is it to say that there were major changes in the role of the Communist Party in the years 1918–28?




•  First, identify the key word or term. This will be a word or phrase that is important to the meaning of the question. Underline the word or phrase.

•  Secondly, define the key phrase. Your definition should set out the key features of the phrase or word that you are defining.

•  Third, make an essay plan that reflects your definition.

•  Finally, write a sentence answering the question that refers back to the definition.



Now repeat the task, and consider how the change in key terms affects the structure, argument and final judgement of your essay.


To what extent was Lenin responsible for the growing centralisation of Communist government in the years 1918–28?
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Stalin in power, 1928–53

Between 1928 and 1953 Stalin transformed the government of the Soviet Union. Through a series of violent purges, known as the Great Terror, Stalin created a personal dictatorship.

The elimination of opponents

Between 1923 and 1928, Stalin was engaged in a struggle for power against Trotsky, Bukharin and Zinoviev. In order to win, Stalin used a series of tactics.


•  Stalin had to establish that he, rather than the other contenders, was a true Leninist. This changed the nature of the Party by establishing a new ideological orthodoxy.

•  Stalin also established dominance over the Politburo. Under Lenin members of the Politburo had been free to debate policies. Stalin expelled his main rivals from the Politburo and packed it with his supporters.

•  Stalin also used patronage to win support in the party. As General Secretary, Stalin could give well paid and powerful jobs to his supporters. Equally, as head of the Rabkrin he had the power to investigate and, if necessary, sack Party members and government officials. Stalin’s power to promote and sack Party members meant that Stalin could count on the loyalty of Party members who wanted to retain their positions or get a promotion.

•  It established the principle that Stalin had the right to use terror against anyone who was disloyal.



These techniques that Stalin used in the 1920s continued to be the basis of his dominance throughout his rule.

The Purges of the 1930s

The Purges of the 1930s consolidated Stalin’s hold on power.

Causes

By 1928, Stalin was undisputed leader of the Communist Party and the Soviet Union. At that time, he expelled Trotsky from the Communist Party and the Soviet Union and placed Zinoviev under house arrest. Nonetheless, the Party was still full of people who had supported Stalin’s rivals. Consequently, Stalin feared that he would lose power. Moreover, Stalin’s economic policies (see pages 24–26) had created economic chaos, and Sergei Kirov, head of the Communist Party in Leningrad, had emerged as a popular figure within the Party.

Extent

Stalin responded to these perceived threats by launching the Great Terror, or Great Purge, a campaign of arrests, torture, mass imprisonments and executions that finally removed his opponents. The Great Terror was at its height from 1935 to 1938. It was responsible for the deaths of around 10 million Soviet citizens, approximately 10 per cent of the population.

Political consequences

The Great Terror finally eliminated Stalin’s old rivals. The most public aspect of the Great Terror was the three Show Trials that took place in 1936, 1937 and 1938. They led to the humiliation and execution of Zinoviev, Bukharin and Trotsky’s main supporters.

At a deeper level, the Great Terror led to the death or imprisonment of a whole generation of Communists who had known and worked with Lenin. This allowed Stalin to appoint a new generation of Party leaders who owed their positions to him, and who were therefore loyal to Stalin alone.

By the mid-1930s Stalin’s position was wholly secure.

Personal dictatorship

The Great Terror led to an important change in Soviet government. Lenin had ruled through the Communist Party and had allowed debate at the top of the Party. Indeed, he worked with a range of Communists such as Bukharin and Trotsky who had radically different visions.

Stalin terrorised the Communist Party. This ended Party rule and established the personal rule of Stalin. Under Stalin, the Communist Party and the state had very limited authority. By 1935 neither Party nor state could oppose Stalin.


[image: ]

[image: ] Delete as applicable

Below are a sample exam question and an introduction to an essay written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and decide which of the possible options (in bold) is most appropriate. Delete the least appropriate options and complete the paragraph by justifying your selection.


How far did the fundamental features of Communist government change in the years 1921–53?




[image: ]

The fundamental features of Communist government changed greatly/moderately/to a very limited extent in the years 1921–53. Some of the fundamental features of Communist government, such as the one-party state, political centralisation and authoritarianism remained in place. However, under Stalin, the government of the Party changed as Stalin established personal rule. Therefore, fundamental features of Communist government changed greatly/moderately/to a very limited extent because

___________________________

___________________________
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[image: ] Support or challenge?

Below is a sample exam question, which asks how far you agree with a specific statement. Below this is a series of general statements, which are relevant to the question. Using your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page decide whether these statements support or challenge the statement in the question and tick the appropriate box.


How far do you agree that the elimination of Stalin’s opponents was the principal reason for the development of personal rule in the years 1928–53?





	 
	SUPPORT 
	CHALLENGE 



	Lenin created a one-party state. 
	 
	 



	Lenin created a highly centralised government. 
	 
	 



	Stalin had important roles within the Party and government. 
	 
	 



	The Moscow Show Trials eliminated Stalin’s main opponents. 
	 
	 



	Stalin’s terror eliminated his opponents throughout the government. 
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Stalin’s power over Party and state

Stalin created a new form of government based on his total power over the Party and the state.

Totalitarianism

Many historians argue that Stalin constructed a new kind of dictatorship based on:


•  complete control of the economy (see pages 24–26)

•  use of widespread political terror to eliminate his opponents (see page 42)

•  complete control of the media (see page 36)

•  use of extensive propaganda to win the hearts and minds of his people (see page 36).



Stalin’s dictatorship also had different aims from previous dictatorships. Whereas dictators such as the Tsar had been content with the absence of opposition, Stalin demanded heartfelt enthusiasm from his people. In that sense, Stalin did not simply want obedience, but also the full commitment of his people.

The relationship between Party and state

Stalin inherited the Communist Party and the Soviet state from Lenin. Lenin had created both, but had failed to define their relationship. Stalin used the vagueness of the relationship between the Party and the state to his advantage by encouraging competition between the two bodies.

Rivalry

Stalin promoted rivals to similar positions in the Party and the state. For example, he placed Andrei Zhdanov, Beria’s key rival, in charge of Party supervision of Beria’s political police. Encouraging competition between Party and state officials meant that senior officials in the Soviet government competed with each other and not with Stalin.

Shifting powerbases

Stalin also shifted power from the Party to the state.


•  In 1938 the Politburo was the most senior committee in government.

•  By 1942, the State Defence Committee was the most powerful committee in government.

•  After the Second World War the Council of Ministers, another committee in the Soviet state, became more powerful.



By shifting the centre of power within the government, Stalin was able to ensure that none of these senior committees grew to rival him. Equally, Stalin ensured that he was the only person involved with all of these top committees. Therefore, he was the only leader with an overview of the entire government.


[image: ]

The Soviet Union and the Second World War

The Second World War began in Western Europe in 1939 between nations including Germany, Britain and France. The Soviet Union became involved following German invasion in 1941. Subsequently, it allied with Britain and the USA, forming the Grand Alliance against Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. The War in Europe ended with an Allied victory in May 1945.

[image: ]



Renewed terror

A final way in which Stalin held on to power was the continued use of terror. By purging hundreds of Party and state officials in his last years he inspired fear in thousands more.


•  The Leningrad Affair of 1949 was a purge of the Leningrad Party. Stalin was concerned that Andrei Zhdanov had created an independent powerbase in Russia’s second city. Following Zhdanov’s death around 100 of his supporters were shot and 2,000 arrested and dismissed.

•  Stalin also used persecution to test the loyalty of his senior ministers. For example, in 1949 Stalin ordered the imprisonment of Vyacheslav Molotov’s wife. Molotov had been a member of the Politburo since 1926 and was one of Stalin’s closest allies. Molotov demonstrated his loyalty to Stalin by doing nothing to win his wife’s freedom.



Stalin’s legacy

On Stalin’s death in 1953, the Soviet state and the
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Khrushchev’s attempts to reform government


De-Stalinisation



•  ending personal rule

•  ending the use of terror.




Ending terror



•  In March and April 1953 there were amnesties for various classes of prisoners.

•  In May, 4,620 Communist prisoners were rehabilitated.



Personnel changes


The Secret Speech



The impact of the Secret Speech


Democratisation and decentralisation



•  ‘Democratisation’ was designed to allow workers and peasants to join the Communist Party. Membership grew from 6.9 million in 1954 to 11 million in 1964. In this sense, the Party became more representative of the people of Russia as, by 1964, 60 per cent of its members were either workers or peasants.

•  ‘Decentralisation’ entailed the abolition of some central ministries. Economic powers were then devolved to 105 newly created economic councils. Additionally, he moved the Ministry of Agriculture away from Moscow to make it ‘closer to the fields’.



Backlash


Khrushchev’s final reforms



•  The Party was divided in two: one party supervised agriculture, the other industry.

•  Fixed terms were introduced for all government jobs, forcing Party officials to move jobs regularly. Central Committee members had a fixed term of 16 years. Khrushchev hoped this would stop the party stagnating.



The extent of de-Stalinisation
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Stability and stagnation under Brezhnev, 1964–82


Restoration



•  He reversed decentralisation, re-establishing the all-union ministries that Khrushchev had abolished.

•  He ended the split between industrial and agricultural wings of the Party.



Stability of cadres


Political stagnation, 1970–85


Gerontocracy


Inefficiency


Corruption



Moral decline



Andropov and Chernenko (1982–85)



•  He abandoned the ‘stability of cadres’ policy, replacing a quarter of senior officials,

•  His most important initiative was an anti-corruption campaign.
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•  Brezhnev’s prime goal was stability, whereas Khrushchev wanted reform.

•  Brezhnev’s government was stagnant and corrupt, whereas Khrushchev introduced policies to make the party more open and dynamic.

•  Both Brezhnev and Khrushchev were committed to one-party rule.

•  Both Brezhnev and Khrushchev abandoned terror as a way of managing the Party.
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Exam focus
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AS Level questions
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