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Glossary


Preface

This book covers all aspects of the Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies A:


•  Area of Study 1: Study of Catholic Christianity

•  Area of Study 2: Study of second religion, either Islam or Judaism

•  Area of Study 3: Philosophy and ethics based on Catholic Christianity.



Each chapter of the book covers one of the sections in each of the areas, and each of the eight sub-topics in each section is covered as a separate topic.

You will have to take a separate examination for each area, when you will have to do:


•  a one-hour and 45-minute paper on Area 1 where you will have to answer one question on each of the four sections

•  a 50-minute paper on Area 2 where you will have to answer one question on each of the two sections

•  a 50-minute paper on Area 3 where you will have to answer one question on each of the two sections.



To help you understand how to relate the information in the book to the exam questions, a high mark answer to a specimen question is given at the end of each section.

How to use the book


•  Work through each topic. Words which you might want to use to show you can use specialist vocabulary (6 marks are available for this in each exam) are in boldface type and defined in a useful words box in the margin.

•  Pay special attention to quotations from the Bible, Creeds, Catechism, the Qur’an and hadith, the Tenakh, Talmud and Mishneh as these are sources of wisdom and authority which you may have to refer to in the examination.

•  Answer the practice questions at the end of each topic. The ‘How to answer questions’ at the end of each section gives you hints as to the approach which will gain you full marks.

•  You should study all the topics in Areas 1 and 3, but in Area 2 you have a choice of religions (Islam or Judaism). You only need to study one of these (your teacher will tell you which you are studying), and so wherever there is a choice, you should only work through the topic relevant to your religion.



We hope you enjoy your study of Religion, Philosophy and Ethics. Remember! Religious Studies is not about making you religious, it is about enabling you to think for yourself about religious and moral issues so that you become a responsible citizen of a multiethnic and multifaith society free from the ignorance which causes prejudice, hatred and violence.

We wish you the best of luck with your studies.

Victor Watton and Kevin O’Donnell


Area of study 1: Study of Catholic Christianity

1 Beliefs and teachings

Topic 1.1.1 The Trinity


[image: ]

Thinking points

In this topic, you need to:


•  think about the nature and significance of:




    –  the Trinity as shown in the Nicene Creed

    –  the oneness of God

    –  God as the Father

    –  God as the Son

    –  God as the Holy Spirit




•  be able to evaluate how this is reflected in worship and belief, and in the life of a Catholic today.
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The nature of the Trinity as expressed in the Nicene Creed

Christians believe that there is only one God. Believing in one God is called monotheism. Also, Christians believe that although God is one, he is also a Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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Useful words

Monotheism – belief that there is only one God

Creed – statement of Christian beliefs

Catholic Catechism – a compendium of the official teaching of the Catholic Church
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Beliefs about God, the Holy Trinity, are clearly stated in the Nicene Creed:


    We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty … We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God … begotten not made, of one Being with the Father … We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. (Nicene Creed)



The Nicene Creed explains that there is one Being – God is one being who exists in three persons or relationships, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, who are all equal and all eternal. The explanation that the Son was ‘eternally begotten not made’ means that there never was a time when the Son did not exist. This shows that there was a Father/Son relationship, one coming from the other, but that this always existed, from eternity. It never began and will never end.

The nature and significance of the oneness of God

Christians worship only one God. The Trinity is not three gods, it is a unity. It is important for Christians to believe in the oneness of God because:


•  The teachings of the Bible in both Old and New Testaments show very clearly that there is only one God.

•  God’s unity was taught by Jesus as the greatest commandment, and Christians must believe and follow the teachings of Jesus, God’s Son.

•  God’s unity is the teaching of the magisterium, as seen in the Creeds, the Catholic Catechism and the writings of the saints, and Catholic Christians must believe and follow the teachings of the Church.

•  Christians believe that God is omnipotent; if there were other gods, then they would have some power and so the Christian God would not be all-powerful. Only if God is a unity can God be all-powerful, which is why it is so important.



The nature and significance of God the Father

Believing that God is the Father means that:


•  The father–child relationship known in human life should be the same as a Christian’s relationship with God.

•  God creates human life like a father does. God is not a creator who creates and then leaves his creation to get on with things, he has a relationship of love and care with his creation.

•  As seen in the Lord’s Prayer or ‘Our Father’, God will provide people with daily bread and protect them from evil precisely because he is ‘our Father’.
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Activity

Why are the persons of the Trinity important for Christians?
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Catholics believe that God is their Father because the Bible shows very clearly that Jesus referred to God as his Father, and Jesus told his disciples to call God Father. Also the Catechism teaches Catholics to call God Father, showing how important this belief is.


    I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty. (2 Corinthians 6:18)




    By calling God ‘Father’, the language of faith indicates two main things: that God is the first origin of everything and transcendent authority; and that he is at the same time goodness and loving care for all his children. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 239)



The nature and significance of God the Son

Catholics believe that Jesus is the Son of God, the second person of the Trinity. They believe that:


•  Jesus is God incarnated. This means that Jesus is God who has become a human being, experiencing everything that human beings experience in their daily lives.

•  As the Son of God, Christians believe that Jesus was both fully human and fully divine. The Catechism says ‘Jesus Christ possesses two natures, one divine and the other human, not confused, but united in the one person of God’s Son’ (481).

•  It means Christians can worship Jesus because he is God, the second person of the Trinity. The Bible teaches that only God should be worshipped and that idolatry is a sin. However, worshipping Jesus is not idolatry because Jesus is God who has become a human being.
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Activity

Look at the painting above and explain how it illustrates Christian beliefs about the Trinity.
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•  Jesus is the Son of God. He was conceived by the action of the Holy Spirit and not by sex. This is an important part of Catholic belief which is known as the virgin birth.

•  Only the Son of God could bring salvation from sin. Sin prevented people from having a full relationship with God. The sacrifice of God the Son brought forgiveness of sins and reconciliation to God, which also gave people the chance to enter heaven.

•  Believing that Jesus is the Son of God is important because only God’s Son could institute the Mass – God comes into people’s lives as Jesus becomes present in the bread and wine at Mass.




    The title ‘Son of God’ signifies the unique and eternal relationship of Jesus Christ to God his Father: he is the only Son of the Father, he is God himself. To be a Christian, one must believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 454)



The nature and significance of God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity who, with the Father and the Son, is to be worshipped. Catholics believe that:


•  The Holy Spirit is the means by which God communicates with humans, revealing God’s presence in the world. In the Old Testament, the Spirit is called ruah, meaning breath, air, wind; that is, a presence which can only be felt, not seen.

•  The Holy Spirit inspired the Bible by encouraging the writers of the Bible and guiding their writing to reveal the nature and will of God.

•  The Holy Spirit is the means by which God assists the Church in its task of preserving the Apostolic Tradition and in helping the magisterium to formulate teaching.

•  The Holy Spirit is the means by which all the sacraments of the Church put believers into communion with Christ.

•  The Holy Spirit enables Catholics to live lives full of charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control and chastity.




    The Holy Spirit, who has led the chosen people by inspiring the authors of the Sacred Scriptures, opens the hearts of believers to understand their meaning. This same Spirit is actively present in the Eucharistic celebration. (Pope Benedict XVI on World Youth Day, April 2006)




    The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. They belong in their fullness to Christ. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1831)



Belief in the Trinity as explained in the Nicene Creed is a central Catholic belief that is shared by the vast majority of other Christians. The current official teaching of the Church is in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which declares that, ‘The mystery of the Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of the Christian faith and of Christian life’ (Catechism 262).

How the Trinity is reflected in worship

Such an important belief is expressed in all forms of Christian worship:


•  Catholic worshippers remind themselves of the Trinity as soon as they enter a church when they cross themselves in the name of the Trinity with the holy water.

•  At the beginning of every Mass, the celebrant greets the worshippers with the words, ‘In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’, to which the worshippers reply ‘Amen’ and make the sign of the cross again.

•  In every Mass, worshippers repeat the Nicene Creed, which states Catholic belief in the Trinity, so expressing and reaffirming their belief in the Holy Trinity.

•  The priest blesses the worshippers at the end of Mass with the words, ‘May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.’

•  All sacraments such as baptisms and marriages are performed in the name of the Trinity.
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Activities


1  Why is the oneness of God significant for Catholics?

2  What is the significance for Catholics of each of the persons of Father, Son and Holy Spirit?

3  Look at how the Trinity is reflected in Catholic worship today. Can you think of any other ways in which belief in the Trinity is reflected in worship?
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Useful words

Sacraments – outward signs of an inward blessing through which invisible grace is given to a person

Apostolic Tradition – the faith taught by Jesus and the apostles
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How the Trinity is reflected in belief

Catholic Christians feel that belief in the Trinity helps them to understand the different ways that God has shown his presence in the world:


•  God the Father helps Christians to understand the power and creativity and his care for the world and its people. It also shows that God creates human life like a father does, and has a relationship of love and care with his creation. In the Lord’s Prayer or ‘Our Father’, Christians learn that God will provide their daily bread and protect them from evil precisely because he is ‘our Father’. Because God is the Father, Christians can turn to God as they would to a human father when they are in need.

•  God the Son helps Christians to understand the love of God in action as ‘God with us’, entering creation and walking in our shoes, feeling human joys and sorrows.

•  The Holy Spirit helps Christians to understand the presence of God in the world. Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is the means by which God communicates with humans, revealing God’s presence in the world. Catholic Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is the means by which God assists the Church in its task of preserving the Apostolic Tradition – the faith taught by Jesus and the apostles – and in helping the Pope and the bishops today to formulate teaching. The Holy Spirit is the means by which all the sacraments of the Church put believers into communion with Christ.



It should never be forgotten that the Christian belief in God as the Holy Trinity is also belief in God’s unity: Christians only believe in one God. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church says: ‘The Christian faith confesses that God is one in nature, substance and essence’ (Catechism 200).

How belief in the Trinity is reflected in the life of a Catholic today

The doctrine of the Trinity is not just an idea; for Catholics it is deeply spiritual and practical. For example:


•  It emphasises the role and value of relationships that Catholics are not alone with God as believers but are part of a family, a community, and they need to listen to and help others.

•  Just as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit work together as three persons in one substance, so Catholics, as parts of the family of the Church, need to work together to bring God’s love into the world.

•  The Trinity also gives a Catholic the sense that God is not only an infinite mysterious being far greater than humanity, but also a creative being active and present in the world as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

•  For Catholics in their prayer and worship, the Trinity gives a great spiritual sense. All Christians believe that they pray to the Father, through the Son, by the power of the Holy Spirit. It is a sense of God as ‘beyond us, with us and in us’, as some believers would express it.
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Practice questions


c  Explain two things Catholics believe about the Trinity. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

d  ‘You either believe in one God or three Gods, you can’t have three in one.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:




    •  refer to Catholic points of view

    •  refer to different Christian or non-religious points of view

    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary

Catholics believe that there is one God active in the world as three persons: the Father who created and sustains the world, the Son who revealed God and saved people from their sins, and the Spirit who brings God into people’s lives. The Trinity is revealed in worship, especially the Mass, and in belief because it helps Catholics to understand how God works in the world. Catholics find that belief in the Trinity helps them to become more spiritual and to work for God in the world.
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Topic 1.1.2 Biblical understandings of God as a Trinity
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Thinking points

In this topic, you need to:


•  think about biblical understandings of God as a Trinity of persons

•  consider the nature and significance of God as a Trinity of persons

•  think about biblical understandings of the baptism of Jesus

•  understand the historical development of the doctrine of the Trinity, including the First Council of Nicaea and the First Council of Constantinople.

•  be able to evaluate the importance of the Trinity for Christians today.
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God as a Trinity

Belief in the Trinity comes from the Bible; for example, when asked what was the greatest commandment, Jesus replied in Mark 12:29, ‘The most important one is this, “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one” ’ and Jesus’ final words in Matthew 28:19 were, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’. As Christians believe that the Bible is the Word of God, then they must believe in one God who is revealed as, and experienced in the world as, the Holy Trinity.

How belief in the Trinity is shown in the Bible

Christian belief in the oneness of God is clearly shown throughout the Bible:


•  The Ten Commandments are summarised in Deuteronomy 6:4 with the words, ‘Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one’.

•  In Isaiah 45:22 God says, ‘For I am God, there is no other’.

•  Saint Paul said in 1 Corinthians 8:6, ‘Yet for us there is but one God’.



However, the Old Testament hints at a threefold nature of God:


•  God speaks the Word and the Spirit hovers over creation in Genesis 1:1–3.

•  Some Christians see the three mysterious, angelic visitors to Abraham as a representation of the Trinity (Genesis 18:1–2).

•  God sends his Word and Spirit to create and guide (Isaiah 59:21).



The New Testament makes plain that the one God is a Trinity:


•  St Paul said in 2 Corinthians 13:14, ‘May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all’.

•  In Ephesians, St Paul said, ‘There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all’.

•  St Peter said at the beginning of his first letter, ‘To God’s elect … who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood’ (1 Peter 1:1–2).
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Activities


1  Explain how the greatest commandment and Jesus’ final command show that Christians believe in God as one and as the Holy Trinity.

2  Do you think the Old Testament shows belief in the Trinity?

3  Do you think the New Testament shows belief in the Trinity?
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The significance of belief in God as a Trinity of persons

As discussed in Topic 1.1.1, belief in God as a Trinity of persons is significant for Catholics because the Trinity helps Catholics to understand the different ways that God has shown his presence in the world:


•  God the Father helps Catholics to understand God’s power and creativity and his care for the world and its peoples.

•  God the Son helps Catholics to understand the love of God, the sacrifice of God leading to salvation from sin and the promise of eternal life.

•  God the Holy Spirit helps Catholics to understand the presence of God in the world and the strength that it brings to Catholics.



Believing in God as a Trinity of persons reminds the believer that God is inter-relational and dynamic. There is self-giving love and sharing within the existence of God which human beings cannot understand.
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Useful words

Icon – a devotional painting of Christ or other holy figures

Ministry of Jesus – the teaching and public activity of Jesus
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How belief in the Trinity is shown in the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ baptism

The baptism of Jesus, as recorded in the Gospel descriptions, clearly shows that God is the Trinity:


[image: ]

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, ‘I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?’ Jesus replied, ‘Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then John consented.

As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’ (Matthew 3:13–17)
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God is seen as three things working together here:


•  It is the Father who speaks from heaven declaring that Jesus is God’s Son, that the Father loves the Son and that the Son is doing the will of the Father.

•  It is Jesus the Son who is baptised.

•  It is God, the Holy Spirit, who descends on Jesus in the form of a dove and who sends Jesus out into the wilderness to prepare for his task.



So at the very beginning of the ministry of Jesus – his teaching and his miracles – there is a statement that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are at work as the one God in his ministry.
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Activity

Look at the icon of the Trinity by Andrei Rublev above. What do you think Rublev is trying to say about the nature of the Trinity?
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Activity

Look at the painting of the baptism of Jesus. How does it show the Trinity?
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Historical development of the doctrine of the Trinity

In the early years of the Church, believers had many debates about the nature of the Trinity. Several heresies arose from these debates, most of which were about the nature of Jesus and the relationship of the persons of the Trinity.
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Useful words

Heresies – religious opinions which contradict official Church teaching

Adoptionism – the heresy that the Son of God was adopted by God and not begotten of God

Arianism – the heresy that the son of God was created by God after the creation

Church Councils – assemblies of bishops authorised to make decisions on theological issues

Consubstantial – of one substance
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The major heresies were:


•  Adoptionism: the belief that Jesus was an ordinary man, born of Joseph and Mary, who became the Christ and Son of God at his baptism when he was ‘adopted’ by God.

•  Arianism (from the priest Arius): the belief that the Father existed before the Son who was made Son of God when he was created at the beginning of the universe. The Son is therefore a god, but not God.



As a result, the Church summoned Church Councils – meetings of bishops representing all areas of the Church – to make a final declaration of Christian beliefs on these matters. Catholics believe that the Holy Spirit guides the bishops when they meet together to arrive at the truth. The Councils of Nicaea (325CE) and Constantinople (381CE) explained the doctrine of the Trinity and formulated the Nicene Creed as a statement of Christian belief. To deal with the heresies, it described Christ as ‘God of God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, being consubstantial with the Father’.

In 381CE, the bishops meeting in Constantinople refined the Nicene Creed to its present form, adding these words:
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son together is adored and glorified, who has spoken by the prophets …
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This asserted that the Holy Spirit was also part of God and not a separate force or lesser god. The current form of the Nicene Creed is slightly different from that agreed at the Council of Constantinople as that form simply said that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father, unlike the present form (believed by both Protestants and Catholics) which states ‘who proceeds from the Father and the Son’. These additional words, ‘and the Son’, are rejected by the Orthodox Churches because they claim these words make the Holy Spirit subservient to the Son and so take away from the equality of the persons of the Trinity. The Western Churches (Catholic and Protestant) believe that the present words represent the views of the early leaders of the Church and make plain the fact that the Father and the Son are of one Being. This dispute was closely connected with beliefs about the Pope’s power to decide on doctrine and resulted in the split between the Eastern (Orthodox) and Western (Catholic) Churches in the Great Schism of 1054.
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Activities


1  Why do you think the Church needed to call a Council about the Trinity?

2  Do you think that the differences between the Western and Eastern Christian Churches matter?
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All Catholics accept the Councils of Nicaea and Constantinople, as do other Christians.
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Practice questions


c  Explain two reasons why belief in the Trinity is important for Catholics. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

d  ‘The decisions of Church Council 1500 years ago have nothing to do with life in the twenty-first century.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:




    •  refer to Catholic points of view

    •  refer to different Christian or non-religious points of view

    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary

Belief in the Trinity is hinted at in the Old Testament, but is clearly stated in the New Testament and shown in what happened at the baptism of Jesus. The doctrine of the Persons of the Trinity developed in the first three centuries. After heresies arose, the Church called a Council of Bishops in Nicaea and Constantinople, and these made a final declaration about the nature of God in the Nicene Creed, which is accepted by all Christians.
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Topic 1.1.3 Creation
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Thinking points

In this topic, you need to:


•  think about the nature and significance of the biblical account of creation

•  consider how the biblical account of creation can be understood in different ways

•  think about its significance for understanding the nature and characteristics of God

•  be able to evaluate the importance of creation for Catholic Christians today.
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The biblical creation

The account of creation in Genesis 1

According to Genesis chapter 1, God created the whole universe in six days:


•  he created heaven and earth, light and dark on day 1.

•  he separated the earth from the sky on day 2

•  he created the dry land, plants and trees on day 3

•  he created the sun, moon and stars on day 4

•  he created fish and birds on day 5

•  he created animals and humans on day 6.



Each part of the creation came about because of God’s words: ‘God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light’ (Genesis 1:3). Male and female were made at the same time and were made in the image of God. Humans were also made to have authority over the world: ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth’ (Genesis 1:26). When God had finished the creation, it was perfect: ‘God saw all that he had made and it was very good’ (Genesis 1:31).
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Activity

Do you think it is possible for us to know that God created the universe?
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The account of creation in Genesis 2–3

According to Genesis chapter 2, creation happened in the following way:


•  God created the heavens and the earth.

•  God formed man (Adam) from the dust of the earth and breathed life into him.

•  God made trees grow out of the ground and formed the Garden of Eden.

•  God placed Adam in the Garden of Eden.

•  God thought Adam would be lonely, so he created birds and animals which Adam named.

•  The birds and animals were not suitable helpers for Adam, so God put Adam to sleep, removed one of his ribs, and from the rib he created woman, Eve.

•  Adam and Eve lived in innocence in the Garden of Eden until the serpent tempted them to eat the fruit of the tree that God had forbidden them to eat, telling them that if they ate they would become like God and know good and evil. Eve ate the fruit and gave some to Adam. As a result of this first (original) sin they were banished from the Garden. Eve was condemned to bearing children in pain and to be ruled over by her husband. Adam was condemned to working hard for his living ‘until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken for dust you are and to dust you shall return’ (Genesis 3:19).



The nature and significance of the creation account

The extent to which the creation stories in Genesis 1–3 can be viewed literally is a subject of debate among Catholics and other Christians. The creation stories in Genesis 1–3 use images and symbols relevant at the time in the ancient Near East, with order coming from primeval chaos. This was traditionally pictured as a battle between God and a monster, and from the body of the beast the world was formed, and human beings in the process. Gardens and trees were sacred places and images of blessing. Serpents were feared and were often used as symbols of evil and death. The stories in Genesis take these elements and use them, but use them more sublimely and intelligently. God created everything from nothing, and the Spirit brings order out of the chaos at the start of time. Human beings are the pinnacle of creation and are made in God’s image as special, not just as servants. These stories are full of spiritual insights and ideas about the purpose of the universe and of the significance of human life within it. The universe is not seen as a random event but as carefully planned and guided. Human life is not an accident of evolution, but designed and intended to relate to the ‘Creator’ – God.

Catholic and divergent Christian understandings of Genesis

The Catholic view

The Catholic Church believes that the Bible is the Word of God expressed through the writers of the time. The writers were inspired, but used their own ideas sometimes to make sense of what God was saying through them. Catholics see the Bible as using symbols and stories at times as well as historical details, particularly in the story of creation. The creation story of Genesis 1 and 2 is not regarded as absolute scientific fact. If the Bible taught exact science, it would not have been understandable for thousands of years. It has stories with true meanings, based on the first human beings and their knowledge of God and then their rejection of his commandments (original sin), whoever they were exactly and whenever they lived. There are two versions of the creation story, written at different times, set alongside each other as they both have different angles on the truth about God and humanity. They communicate eternal, spiritual truths about God’s purpose and human sinfulness, taking into account the theory of evolution and the idea of the Big Bang. (Interestingly, the basic sequence of events in Genesis 1 follows that of modern science, if you interpret ‘days’ as vast ages of time. The sudden beginning from chaos could be thought of as the Big Bang.)
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Useful words

Original sin – the sin of the first humans (symbolised by Adam and Eve) inherited by humans as mortality and selfishness

Fundamentalist Protestants – those who believe that statements in the Bible are the literal truth
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Among all the Scriptural texts about creation, the first three chapters of Genesis occupy a unique place. From a literary standpoint these texts may have had diverse sources. The inspired authors have placed them at the beginning of Scripture to express in their solemn language the truths of creation – its origin and its end in God, its order and goodness, the vocation of man, and finally the drama of sin and the hope of salvation. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 289)
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Divergent Christian views

Fundamentalist Protestants believe that the Bible is not only the Word of God, but also the words of God. That is they think that the Bible was written by people who acted as dictaphonists for God, that is they simply wrote down what God dictated to them. This means that every word in the Bible is the Word of God and so must be true. As far as Genesis 1 and 2 are concerned, such Christians believe that both accounts are correct and do not contradict each other. Genesis 1 gives the overall broad picture of creation, whereas Genesis 2 zooms in on Day 6 of creation and gives details of exactly how God created male and female and animals. They believe Adam and Eve were the first people and that their sin has been inherited by all humans (original sin) until people are saved by the atoning death of Jesus. They do not accept the Big Bang and evolution.
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Activities


1  What are the main differences and similarities between the two biblical accounts of creation?

2  Why do you think Christians interpret the biblical accounts in different ways?

3  Do you think the Catholic interpretation makes sense of these stories?

4  Look at the statement from the Catechism above. What do you think it means?
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Mainstream Protestants believe that the Bible is the Word of God, but not his actual words. This means that they think the writers of the Bible were inspired by God, and guided by God in what they wrote, but they used their own ideas. These Protestants see Genesis chapter 2 as a commentary on chapter 1 rather than a different story, especially as Genesis chapter 2 carries on into chapter 3, which explains how Adam and Eve sinned and were thrown out of the Garden so that evil and suffering came into the world. So they tend to regard Genesis 1 as fairly factual (although they would see the days as eras lasting millions, or billions, of years rather than 24 hours), whereas Genesis 2 and 3 are poetic explanations of such things as how suffering and evil came to the world. Such Christians accept the Big Bang and evolution.

Liberal Protestants believe that the Bible is words about God rather than the words of God. They feel that the Bible writers were people who had special insights or experiences of God which they wrote in their own way. This means that there may well be mistakes and contradictions in the Bible, but what matters are the great truths about God which the Bible contains. Such Christians regard Genesis 1 as a story about creation where what is important is the truth that the universe was created by God, and that that creation was good. They see Genesis 2 and 3 as written by a different person, and so give a different story of creation expressing some other truths, such as that evil in the world comes from human misuse of free will. They accept the Big Bang and evolution.

The significance of creation for understanding the nature and characteristics of God

God the Creator

The Bible begins with the words, ‘In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth’ (Genesis 1:1). Genesis 1 records that at the beginning of creation, ‘The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters’. God created the universe, showing that God is all-powerful and is the cause of everything in existence (which is why the Christian Creeds teach that God is the Father Almighty). The believer sees God as the origin of the Big Bang and everything that exists within the universe.

God the Creator is God the Father and Christians believe that he continues to be ‘creator’ because he holds everything in existence at each moment – he is the source of all existence, at all times, not just at the beginning. Christians believe that God’s work did not stop with the creation of humans; he continues to care for the world and used his creative power to show his love for the world in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, which brought salvation.
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Useful words

Creator – used with a capital C to describe God as the Creator of the universe
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God the benevolent

The major significance of Christian beliefs about creation is that they show God’s goodness (benevolence). The key teaching of the Bible is that God’s creation is good. Genesis 1 states after each day of creation, ‘and God saw that it was good’, and at the completion of creation, ‘God saw all he had made and indeed it was very good’ (Genesis 1:31).
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Useful words

Benevolence – being all-good, all-loving

Ex nihilo – Latin words meaning from nothing

Omnipotence – the quality of being all-powerful
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The God who created a good world must himself be good. Furthermore, God showed his love for humans in the creation. God created the world for humans, made it a good place for them to live with all the sustenance they need, and gave them their purpose in living.

God the omnipotent

Genesis teaches that God created the universe out of nothing (ex nihilo): ‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth’ (Genesis 1:1). There was nothing before God created everything. This shows God’s omnipotence: only an all-powerful God could create the universe out of nothing.

God’s omnipotence as creator means that life is sacred because God is its creator. Those things which God creates must be like him, holy, so humans need to treat creation carefully and with respect.

God the eternal

If God created the universe ‘in the beginning’ out of nothing, then he must exist outside of time. God had no beginning because he existed before the beginning of time. This is backed up by the statement at the beginning of John’s Gospel: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God’ (John 1:1).

The biblical story of creation teaches that God is the eternal creator who has no beginning and will never come to an end. For Catholics, God is therefore a wonderful mystery to be worshipped and adored.
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Practice questions


c  Explain two reasons why the creation stories are important for Catholics. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

d  ‘It’s hard to believe the biblical accounts of creation.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:




    •  refer to Catholic points of view

    •  refer to different Christian or non-religious points of view

    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary

There are two biblical accounts of creation. Genesis 1 says that God created everything in six days, beginning with light and ending with creating humans. Genesis 2 says that God created the heavens and earth, then created man (Adam), then vegetation, then animals and finally woman. Catholics believe that the biblical accounts are not science; they are stories communicating eternal truths about God’s purposes in creating the world. Other Christians have different views. Fundamentalist Protestants believe that the Bible is the literal Word of God. They reject the scientific view and believe that Genesis is the truth. Mainstream Protestants have similar views to Catholics. Liberal Protestants accept science and believe that Genesis 1–3 is just stories giving the important truth that everything was created by God.

The creation story has implications for how Catholics see God. Catholics believe that it shows God as a benevolent, omnipotent and eternal creator.
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Topic 1.1.4 The nature of humanity
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Thinking points

In this topic you need to:


•  consider the nature and significance of humanity as created in the image of God

•  think about humanity’s relationship with the creation (stewardship and dominion), including divergent understandings

•  consider the implications of these beliefs for Catholics today

•  be able to evaluate Catholic and other views about the nature of humanity.
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The nature and significance of humanity being created in God’s image

Genesis teaches that God created human beings in his image, meaning that humans occupy a unique place in creation. They are the only creatures who are able to know and to love their creator. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that being in the image of God means that humans have dignity because they are not a thing, they are persons. It does not mean that they look like God but that they have free will, reason and a conscience. They are capable of self-knowledge (knowing who they are, and why they are here), and have free will, meaning that God has given them the freedom to choose between good and evil.
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Useful words

Self-knowledge – knowing who you are and why you are here

Human dignity – the belief that humans are persons, not things, and that they have self-knowledge and free will
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It is this freedom which reflects how humans have been made in the image of God, but it also reflects the huge responsibility they have been given. Part of human dignity is to have responsibility for God’s creation: to care for the planet God has made rather than spoil it.

This teaching is significant because it reminds Catholics that each human being is special, unique and sacred in God’s sight. Humans are more than animals and are not to be used as objects but have fundamental human rights such as freedom of conscience and expression, and a right to food, shelter and health care.
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Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them, male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. (Genesis 1:26–31)
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Humanity’s relationship with creation

The Bible account teaches that God created the universe and everything in it and, when it was created, it was good. This means that Christians should regard the whole of creation as a gift from God to be used by humans in the way in which God intended.
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Activity

Look at the quotation from Genesis 1:26–31. What does this say about the importance of stewardship for Catholics and other Christian denominations?
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In Genesis 1:28, God commanded humans, ‘Fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’ From this Christians believe that God has given humans control of the earth and its resources. However, this control brings responsibilities. Christians believe that God has created humans to share in the task of making his creation fair and harmonious. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church says:


    God thus enables men to be intelligent and free … to complete the work of creation, to perfect its harmony for their own good and that of their neighbours. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 307)



Christians believe that when God created humans he gave them dominion over the rest of creation, but not to do as they please with creation, rather to look after God’s creation in the way God wants it.
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Useful words

Dominion – power and authority over the earth

Stewardship – looking after something so it can be passed on to the next generation

Moral imperatives – things people feel they must do because they are the right things to do

[image: ]



It is a basic facet of Christian belief that God gave humans dominion and stewardship of the earth and its resources. Dominion speaks of power and control. With our skills and intelligence we can try to control nature, inventing technology and changing our surroundings. Stewardship means looking after something so that it can be passed on to the next generation. The Catholic Church teaches that stewardship not only means looking after the earth’s resources, but also means making sure that the earth’s resources are shared out fairly.
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The responsibility is, however, great. Human beings have free will, and can exploit nature and pollute the environment through carelessness and greed just as easily as they can help it. This is why Catholics are at the forefront of efforts to protect the environment and to reduce the effects of climate change. As Pope Benedict XVI said,


    In nature, the believer recognises the wonderful result of God’s creative activity … The environment is God’s gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have a responsibility … We should respect ‘the intrinsic balance of creation’. In other words, we should not engage in ‘reckless exploitation’ of the air, water or land or needless disruption of the natural world. (Caritas in Veritate 48)



In the same way, the Catechism tells Catholics:
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Use of the mineral, vegetable and animal resources of the universe cannot be divorced from moral imperatives. Man’s dominion over inanimate and other living beings granted by the Creator is not absolute; it is limited by concern for the quality of life of his neighbour, including generations to come; it requires a religious respect for the integrity of nature. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2415)

[image: ]




[image: ]

Activities


1  Look at the photo above. Why do Catholics work for such things as climate justice?

2  When Catholics state that humans have been given dominion over the world, does this mean that they are free to do whatever they please?

3  Look at the Catechism quotation opposite. Put it into your own words.
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Divergent understandings of humanity’s relationship with creation

Although most non-Catholic Christians have a similar attitude to their relationship with creation as Catholics, other people have different understandings:


•  Humanists trust the scientific method to understand how the universe works and they completely reject the idea of the supernatural, so are therefore atheists or agnostics. They do not believe in an afterlife or in any purpose to the universe, so they believe that the nature of humanity is to work to give their own lives meaning by seeking happiness in this life and helping others to do the same. However, the moral principles they believe have developed from living in communities (such as utilitarianism – doing whatever ensures the greatest happiness of the greatest number) mean that they feel that humans have a responsibility to the environment to ensure the future of humanity. They believe that people should work together to improve the quality of life for all and make it more fair for everyone.

•  Non-religious people (a term used to describe both those who are uninterested in religion and those who reject religion) believe that the nature of humanity is to get on with life, making life as pleasant and enjoyable as possible for their family and community. Some will feel they need to preserve the environment for the future, but others may feel it is more important to enjoy the present.
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Activities


1  Why is it important for Catholics and other Christian denominations to be good stewards of the earth?

2  Do you think that Catholics should be prepared to give up things like cars so that future generations will not suffer the effects of climate change?
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Practice questions


c  Explain two reasons why Catholics should look after the environment. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

d  ‘Climate change would not be a problem if everyone was a Catholic.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:




    •  refer to Catholic points of view

    •  refer to different Christian or non-religious points of view

    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary

Genesis teaches Catholics that God created human beings in his image, meaning that humans occupy a unique place in creation: capable of self-knowledge and free will. They believe that God wants them to be good stewards of the earth and its resources, and will judge them accordingly. Most other Christians have a similar view, but some non-religious people think it is more important to have a good life now.
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Topic 1.1.5 The incarnation
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Thinking points

In this topic you need to:


•  think about the nature and importance of the person of Jesus Christ as:




    –  the incarnate Son of God both fully human and fully divine

    –  the divine Word as seen in John 1

    –  the biblical origins of this belief




•  be able to evaluate the importance of the incarnation for Catholics today.
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Jesus, the incarnate Son of God

The incarnation is the Christian belief that God became a human being in Jesus. Christians believe that before the incarnation, it was only possible to have a partial relationship with God because of the effects of sin. However, through the incarnation (which led to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus), the power of sin was cancelled so that it became possible for humans to have a full relationship with God and go to heaven after death.
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Useful words

Incarnation – the belief that God became a human being as Jesus
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Catholics see Jesus as showing what God is like in a human life. God is involved in the pain of the world and went beyond it in the resurrection.

As the only Son of God, Catholics believe that Jesus did not have a normal conception, but he did have a normal birth. They believe that Jesus was God incarnate. His mother, Mary, was a virgin when Jesus was born. Catholics believe that being born of a virgin was the way God became man, to reveal his power and that the birth of Jesus was a new beginning for humanity.

The virgin birth is important to all Christians because it shows that Jesus was the Son of God. Christians believe that all human beings are children of God, but by giving Jesus the title, the only Son of God, they express their belief that Jesus was not just a human being chosen and sent by God, but God was in him and he was in God. Christians believe that this means that Jesus had two natures. In his human nature he was a human being, but in his divine nature he was God. So Christians believe that Jesus, the only Son of God, was both fully human and fully divine. This is shown by the virgin birth.

The importance of Jesus being both fully human and fully divine is explained in Catechism 464: ‘The unique and altogether singular event of the Incarnation of the Son of God does not mean that Jesus Christ is part God and part man, nor does it imply that he is the result of a confused mixture of the divine and the human. He became truly man while remaining truly God. Jesus Christ is true God and true man.’
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Activity

Look at the photo. How did Christ bring a new beginning?
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Catechism 470 explains this further:


The Son of God therefore communicates to his humanity his own personal mode of existence in the Trinity. In his soul as in his body, Christ thus expresses humanly the divine ways of the Trinity.



Jesus the Divine Word (John chapter 1)

John’s Gospel records the incarnation in a theological rather than story form. He identifies Jesus as the Word of God and begins his Gospel at the beginning of the universe: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God’ (John 1:1). John then goes on to say that the Word made everything that is and is the light and life of the world. After this clear description of the second person of the Trinity, John continues, ‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only (or Only Begotten) who came from the Father full of grace and truth’ (John 1:14). This is the basis of the incarnation: that Jesus was God in human form.

John sums this up by saying that, ‘No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known’ (John 1:18). So Jesus, the Divine Word, made God known to humans.
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Activity

Look at the picture of the wise men. Why do Catholics see the baby Jesus as God incarnate?
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The biblical basis for the incarnation

Our knowledge of Jesus and his incarnation comes from the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
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Activity

What are the similarities and differences between the accounts of the incarnation in Matthew, Luke and John?
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Mark’s Gospel

Mark’s Gospel has no account of the incarnation, but does recognise Jesus as ‘Son of God’. He begins his Gospel with John the Baptist baptising Jesus.

Matthew’s Gospel

Matthew’s Gospel tells how Mary became pregnant while engaged to Joseph and how Joseph was told by an angel that this was a virgin conceiving by the Holy Spirit and that the child was to be called Jesus because he would save the people from their sins. Matthew records that the birth took place in Bethlehem in the time of King Herod and that wise men came from the East to worship Jesus. Matthew says that when Herod’s plan to kill the baby (he didn’t want any claimants to his throne) was foiled, he organised the slaughter of all babies under the age of two in Bethlehem, but being warned by an angel, Joseph escaped with his family to Egypt and did not return to Bethlehem until Herod was dead. This gospel seems to suggest that the family settled in Nazareth only because they were afraid to return to Bethlehem. Luke has them living in Nazareth at first.

Luke’s Gospel

Luke’s Gospel begins with the miraculous birth of John the Baptist (his mother Elizabeth, a relative of Mary, was old and infertile). The Angel Gabriel then appears to Mary and tells her she will be made pregnant by the Holy Spirit and give birth to a child who will be called ‘the Son of the Most High’. Mary and Joseph travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem because of a Roman census and Jesus is born in Bethlehem. Shepherds are told of this by angels and they come to worship Jesus. After the birth, the family go to the Temple in Jerusalem for the afterbirth purification ceremony and then return to live in Nazareth.

There are references to the incarnation throughout the rest of the New Testament. For example, St Paul says in Colossians 1:15, ‘the Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.’ He also says in 1 Timothy 3:16, ‘Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great: He [Jesus] appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.’

The virgin birth is important to all Christians because it shows that Jesus was the Son of God. It shows that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and not by Joseph. This is important for Catholics because if Jesus was not conceived of the Holy Spirit, but was brought into the world by sex in a normal way, he would not be God incarnate, but just a man.
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Useful words

Virgin birth – the belief that Jesus was not conceived through sex
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The importance of Jesus being both fully human and fully divine is explained in the following Catechism:


    The unique and altogether singular event of the Incarnation of the Son of God does not mean that Jesus Christ is part God and part man, nor does it imply that he is the result of a confused mixture of the divine and the human. He became truly man while remaining truly God. Jesus Christ is true God and true man. (Catechism 464)



Why the incarnation is important for Christians

The incarnation is important for Catholics because:


•  It shows people that God cared so much about the world that he came in Jesus to show humans what God is like, to teach them how to live and to save them from their sins.

•  In Jesus, the incarnate Word of God, humans can see what God is like. It is hard for humans to understand an infinite, non-material, omnipotent being, but an incarnate God brings God closer to human understanding.

•  Through the incarnation, God began the process of salvation from sin, so making it possible for humans to have a full relationship with him and go to heaven after death.
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Useful words

Salvation – deliverance from sin and its consequences
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At Christmas, the Almighty becomes a child and asks for our help and protection. His way of showing that he is God challenges our way of being human. By knocking at our door, he challenges us and our freedom; he calls us to examine how we understand and live our lives. (Urbi et Orbi, Pope Benedict XVI, Christmas 2005)
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Activities


1  Look at Pope Benedict’s Urbi et Orbi message from 2005. What do you think it means?

2  Look at the photo. Do you think this makes the incarnation easier to understand?
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Practice questions


c  Explain two reasons why the incarnation is important for Catholics. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

d  ‘Jesus was God incarnate.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:




    •  refer to Catholic points of view

    •  refer to different Christian or non-religious points of view

    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary

Catholics believe that Jesus is the incarnate Son of God, fully human and fully divine. He came to earth to reveal the nature of God and to save humans from sin. John’s Gospel teaches that he is the Word made flesh. There are stories of the birth of Jesus in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, and the incarnation is explained elsewhere in the New Testament and in the Catechism.
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Topic 1.1.6 The events of the Paschal mystery
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Thinking points

In this topic you need to:


•  think about the events in the Paschal mystery:




    –  Catholic teachings about the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus (Luke 24)

    –  Catholic teaching about the redemptive power of these events




•  be able to evaluate the implications and significance of these events for Catholic practice today.
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The Paschal mystery

The Paschal mystery is the term the Church uses to refer to the death and resurrection of Jesus and their effects on salvation.


    The Paschal mystery of Christ’s cross and Resurrection stands at the centre of the Good News that the apostles, and the Church following them, are to proclaim to the world. God’s saving plan was accomplished once for all by the redemptive death of his Son, Jesus Christ. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 571)
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Useful words

Paschal – relating to Easter: the death and resurrection of Jesus

Maundy Thursday – the day before Good Friday

Prophesied – predicted events in the future
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The Catholic Church teaches that there are some things which are beyond human understanding and which can only be revealed by God. The key events of the Paschal mystery are:

The last days of Jesus

The Last Supper

The night before his crucifixion, called Holy Thursday (sometimes known as Maundy Thursday), Jesus shared a final meal with his disciples, which is known as the Last Supper.

According to Matthew, Mark and Luke, the meal took place in the Upper Room in Jerusalem and Jesus prophesied that one of the disciples would betray him. Then at the end of the meal, Jesus ‘took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you, do this in remembrance of me” ’ (Luke 22:19).


    Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.’ (Matthew 26:27–28)




[image: ]



[image: ]

Activity

Why do you think the Last Supper is important?
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The betrayal and arrest

Jesus then went out into the Garden of Gethsemane with his disciples to pray.

All four gospels record that Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, had already agreed to betray Jesus to the chief priests.

In Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus left the disciples to watch while he prayed asking God to save him from death – ‘Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done’ (Luke 22:42) – and the disciples fell asleep. When Jesus came to wake them, soldiers arrived and Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss.

The trial

Jesus was then taken for trial by the Jewish Council known as the Sanhedrin, who condemned him for claiming to be ‘the Christ, the Son of God’, which they regarded as blasphemy. Early the next morning, Jesus was taken before the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, and accused by the Sanhedrin leaders of claiming to be the King of the Jews. Pilate then tried him for treason but could not find him guilty of the charges and so Pilate offered to release either Jesus or a Jewish freedom fighter, Barabbas. The crowd chose Barabbas and Jesus was condemned to crucifixion. The soldiers guarding Jesus put a crown of thorns on his head and mocked him as a pretend king, although in Luke’s Gospel it is the soldiers of the Sanhedrin who mock Jesus before he is taken to Pilate.
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Useful words

Sanhedrin – the supreme religious authority in Israel in biblical times

Blasphemy – speaking sacrilegiously about God or sacred things

Treason – attempting to overthrow one’s government or state

Tomb – an underground burial place
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All four gospels agree that the disciples ran away; only Jesus’ women followers stayed with him and stood by while he was crucified.

The above description is a harmonisation of what the gospels say. They are each distinctive in their details:


•  Matthew: Jesus holds the Last Supper at Passover. Judas leads the guards to arrest him in Gethsemane. He is taken before the High Priest and accused of blasphemy for claiming to be the Son of Man, a heavenly figure whom the prophet Daniel said would be sent by God. Peter denies Jesus. Judas hangs himself. Jesus is before Pilate and the people want Barabbas released. Pilate’s wife is troubled, asking for Jesus’ release. Pilate washes his hands, sends Jesus to be crucified after having him flogged, and the soldiers mock him with the robe and crown of thorns. Simon of Cyrene helps to carry the cross. Jesus is on the cross with two thieves as the crowd mock him, but Mary and other women stand nearby. His final words are ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ and he dies. The curtain of the Temple tears in two. An earthquake also strikes Jerusalem. Joseph of Arimathea donates his tomb for the burial.

•  Mark: follows Matthew very closely, omitting Pilate washing his hands and his wife’s concerns. There is no earthquake and Judas’ suicide is not mentioned.

•  Luke: also follows Matthew closely but adds a cup of wine in the Last Supper which Jesus shares before taking the usual bread and wine. Jesus is blindfolded and beaten by the Temple guards and later mocked by King Herod’s men with the robe and thorns. The Sanhedrin accuse him of being the ‘Son of God’, not the ‘Son of Man’ figure. Pilate has Jesus sent to Herod, who sends him back. There is no mention of Pilate’s wife and Pilate has Jesus flogged and wants to release him but the people demand Barabbas. The detail of the weeping women of Jerusalem is added on the journey to the cross. One of the two thieves crucified with him repents. Jesus’ final words are ‘Father into your hands I commend my spirit.’ There is no earthquake mentioned. The suicide of Judas is not mentioned (although it is in Acts, later).

•  John: the basic story is the same but some details are quite different. The disciples meet in the Upper Room but the Last Supper is never mentioned. Instead, Jesus washes his disciples’ feet. There are sections of lengthy teaching from Jesus. This is before the Passover, which is on the day of the crucifixion in John. Pilate is anxious to release Jesus, having him flogged and then brought before the people again, who demand Barabbas. Pilate also argues that the inscription on the cross, ‘This is the King of the Jews’, has to stay after people complain. Judas’ suicide is not mentioned. The detail is added about not tearing the seamless tunic Jesus wore. Jesus’ final words are, ‘It is finished’. The side of Jesus is pierced with a lance to prove he is dead.
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Activities


1  Why do you think Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus? Perhaps have a jury that looks at various ideas. Was he evil or selfish, or did he have other possible motives?

2  What evidence is there to say that Pilate was troubled by judging Jesus?

3  Why would Pontius Pilate have thought claiming to be the King of the Jews was worse than claiming to be the Son of God?

4  Can you find any changes in the story that might be symbolic or deliberate to bring out the meaning?
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Activity

Look at the painting of the crucifixion below. Why do you think the men disciples ran away and the women went to the cross with Jesus?

[image: ]



The Gospels have much in common but add or leave out various details. Sometimes theology might be at work, such as in John, where he might have changed the actual day of the Passover to make a point that Jesus was the Lamb of God, offering himself as the lambs were sacrificed in the Jerusalem Temple. Some details might be interpretation or symbolic rather than factual history.

The crucifixion

All four gospels record that Jesus was crucified on the day before the Sabbath (now known as Good Friday in the Church) on Golgotha and that Simon of Cyrene carried the cross for him because Jesus had been flogged and was too weak to carry the cross himself. They agree that two robbers were crucified on either side of him, that a sign above him said he was the King of the Jews, and that the bystanders mocked Jesus and challenged him to come down from the cross. The crucifixion lasted just over three hours before Jesus spoke his last words.
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Useful words

Good Friday – the day that Jesus died on the cross; called ‘Good’ by Catholics as Jesus is seen as dying to forgive sins
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The resurrection

Jesus’ resurrection is when he miraculously rose from the dead three days after his crucifixion. Although there are some differences between the gospel accounts of Jesus’ resurrection, as in the Passion story, they agree on the following events:


•  Jesus’ body was taken from the crucifixion site to a tomb by one of his followers (Joseph of Arimathea).

•  Jesus’ female followers visited the tomb on the Sunday following his crucifixion.

•  The women found the stone that was covering the entrance to the tomb rolled away and the tomb empty.

•  Jesus then saw and talked with his followers for 40 days after his resurrection.



The main differences between the gospels are:


•  In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke the women are visiting the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body, but in John’s gospel, the body had already been anointed before being placed in the tomb.

•  Matthew is the only Gospel to report that Pilate put guards on the door of the tomb and a large earthquake caused them to run away.

•  There are differences about who told the women about the resurrection. Matthew says it was angels; Mark says it was a young man; Luke says it was two men in gleaming clothes; John says it was Jesus himself who met Mary Magdalene, who mistook him for a gardener before he revealed his true identity.

•  There are differences about where Jesus met his disciples after the resurrection – Matthew only records Galilee, Luke only records Jerusalem, John and Mark record both Galilee and Jerusalem.
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Useful words

Anoint – apply oil to the head or body as part of a religious rite
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For the exam, you need to know Luke chapter 24, which records:

The resurrection – on the Sunday morning some women (including Mary Magdalene) went to the tomb to anoint the body. They found the stone rolled away and the tomb empty. When they came out, two men in gleaming clothes told them that Jesus had risen, as he had promised. They went back and told the disciples, who refused to believe them, but Peter went back to the tomb and saw it was true.


[image: ]


The road to Emmaus – two followers of Jesus (one called Cleopas) were walking to Emmaus, a village about 7 miles (11 km) from Jerusalem, when they were joined by a traveller and began to talk about what had happened in Jerusalem, including the crucifixion and the women’s reports of the resurrection. The traveller explained to them that all these things had been foretold in the scriptures. He then joined them for a meal and when he broke bread for them, they realised the traveller was Jesus and he disappeared. They went back at once to Jerusalem to report to the Eleven, who told them that Jesus had appeared to Peter.

Appearance to the disciples in Jerusalem – as they were talking, Jesus appeared to them. They thought he was a ghost, but he showed them his hands and feet and allowed them to touch him and then asked for some food to eat. Then he explained the scriptures about the Messiah to them:


    He told them, ‘This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’ (Luke 24:46–49)



The ascension

St Luke records that 40 days after his resurrection, Jesus told his remaining disciples to stay in Jerusalem, where they would receive the power of the Holy Spirit. Then he was taken up from them into a cloud and two men in white appeared and told them that Jesus had been taken into heaven (Acts 1:4–11). The narrative describes a cloud enveloping Jesus and the cloud can be a symbol of the presence and glory of God in the Bible. Jesus dematerialised, to use modern terms. He was taken into heaven, risen body intact.

Catholic teaching about these events and their redemptive efficacy

The Paschal mystery shows Catholics that the events of the Passion and resurrection were the work of God. They were part of a plan, what theologians call salvation history. The resurrection clearly demonstrates for Catholics that Jesus was who he said he was. As the Catechism puts it:


    The Resurrection above all constitutes the confirmation of all Christ’s works and teachings. All truths, even those most inaccessible to human reason, find their justification if Christ by his Resurrection has given the definitive proof of his divine authority, which he had promised. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 651)
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Useful words

Salvation history – the plan and process of God’s saving work on earth
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According to the Catholic Church, Christ, resurrected and ascended, has opened the way to heaven for humanity.

The Catholic Church teaches that the Paschal mystery – the death and resurrection of Jesus – guarantees our redemption because:


•  Jesus freely offered himself for the salvation of humanity.

•  Beforehand, during the Last Supper, Jesus both symbolised this offering and made it really present: ‘This is my body which is given for you’ (Luke 22:19).

•  Christ came ‘to give his life as a ransom for many’ (Matthew 20:28) by his loving obedience to the Father.

•  Christ’s resurrection promises resurrection for all people.

•  ‘By his ascension Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church, precedes believers into heaven so that believers may live in the hope of one day being with him forever’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church 666).
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Activities


1  What does the Catechism teach about the ascension and the way to heaven being open?

2  Why do you think atheists and Humanists do not believe in the resurrection of Jesus?
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Useful words

Ascension – the return of Christ to heaven

[image: ]



The effects of the Paschal mystery are summed up in the Catechism as follows:


    The Paschal mystery has two aspects: by his death, Christ liberates us from sin; by his Resurrection, he opens the way to a new life. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 654)
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Only the One who ‘came from the Father’ can return to the Father: Christ Jesus. ‘No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.’ Left to its own natural powers humanity does not have access to the ‘Father’s house’, to God’s life and happiness. Only Christ can open to man such access that we, his members, might have confidence that we too shall go where he, our Head and our Source, has preceded us. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 661)

[image: ]




[image: ]

Activities


1  Look at the painting of the crucifixion on page 25. Why do you think the men disciples ran away and the women went to the cross with Jesus?

2  Explain the Church believes that the events of the Paschal mystery assures salvation.

3  What do you think about the Catechism’s teaching on the ascension?
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Practice questions


c  Explain two reasons why the Paschal mystery is important for Catholics. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

d  ‘The resurrection was the most important event in the life of Jesus.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:




    •  refer to Catholic points of view

    •  refer to different Christian or non-religious points of view

    •  reach a justified conclusion.



[image: ]




[image: ]

Summary

Catholic belief in the Paschal mystery refers to: the Last Supper when Jesus began the Eucharist, Jesus being betrayed by Judas, Jesus’ arrest and trials by the Sanhedrin and then by Pontius Pilate and Herod, his crucifixion on Good Friday, burial by Joseph of Arimathea and resurrection from the dead on Easter Sunday. These events are important to Catholics because they guarantee humanity’s salvation and entry to heaven.
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Topic 1.1.7 The nature of salvation and grace
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Thinking points

In this topic you need to:


•  think about the significance of the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus for Catholic beliefs about salvation and grace (including John 3:10–21 and Acts 4:12)

•  consider the implications of these beliefs for Catholic practice today

•  be able to evaluate the importance of salvation and grace for Catholics today.
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The nature of, and need for, salvation

Salvation means being saved from sin. Sin can be original sin, which is inherited from the actions of the first humans (symbolised as Adam and Eve), or personal sin, which is the consequence of a person’s own actions. The Church teaches that everyone is born with original sin, which is washed away at baptism (which is why babies likely to die are baptised at birth).
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Useful words

Salvation – the act of delivering from sin or saving from evil, of healing a broken relationship with God

Sin – an act that is against God’s will

Original sin – the sin all humans are born with which is washed away at baptism, although its effects remain, such as a mortal nature and selfish will
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Personal sins are actions that break God’s law. Sin is also the state of being that comes about by committing a sinful action. Sin makes it difficult to have a relationship with God because sin separates a person from God, which is why Catholics seek repentance and forgiveness while on earth.

At the time of Jesus, the Jewish people sought to obey the law given to Moses in the Torah (the first five books of the Bible), which was a difficult task. They tried to honour God in this way, however imperfectly. However, the Catholic Church believes that Jesus came to earth in order for Christians to receive forgiveness, and a restored relationship with God, in a more direct way and personal way. ‘Salvation’ comes from the Latin word salve, to heal, Jesus healed a broken relationship between humanity and God.

The Church teaches that the death of Jesus on the cross:


•  was a sacrifice for sin: while the Jews offered various animals to seek forgiveness, Jesus was the perfect offering and this can never be added to or repeated

•  shows a victory of light over darkness, of life over death: God was in Christ and triumphed over death in the resurrection

•  shows that God is involved in creation and in the suffering of the world, not being remote

•  shows the love of God by giving himself for others.
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Activities


1  Why do Catholics believe people need salvation from sin?

2  What does the Catholic Church teach about Christ’s self-sacrifice?

3  Look at the placard in the photo. Do you think this would make people today look for salvation?
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Activities


1  What does the Catholic Church teach about Christ’s self-sacrifice?

2  Look at the photo of the Mass. Why do Catholics need to go to Mass?
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This is how the death on the cross is summed up by the Catholic Church:
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The sacrifice of Christ is unique; it completes and surpasses all other sacrifices. First, it is a gift from God himself, for the Father handed his Son over to sinners in order to reconcile us with himself. At the same time it is the offering of the Son of God made man, who in freedom and love offered his life to the Father through the Holy Spirit in reparation for our disobedience. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 614)
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Salvation from sin is important because:


•  Without salvation, a person’s sins will prevent them from having a relationship with God in this life and exclude them from God’s presence after death.

•  Salvation from sin was the purpose of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus is the saviour of the world whose death on the cross brought forgiveness of sins and the assurance of eternal life.



The nature of grace

Grace can mean differing things in today’s society. It can mean being ‘graceful’, that is being gentle and dignified. It can mean what people say before meals. It means something more specific in the Bible and the language of the Church. It means mercy that is undeserved. Thus Christ is seen as having died for all even when many rejected him.
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Useful words

Grace – undeserved mercy as God’s gift which gives the strength to be good and holy

Charisms – special gifts or callings
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The Church teaches that grace is a participation in the life of God. By baptism, a Christian receives the grace of Christ. The Holy Spirit then breathes love and strength into them.

Grace also includes the gifts that the Spirit grants Christians to bring them into his work, helping them to collaborate in the salvation of others and in the growth of the Church. These gifts are:


•  sacramental graces, which come from each of the different sacraments (see Topic 1.2.1, page 42), and special graces (charisms), such as the gift of miracles or words of wisdom

•  the graces given to those exercising ministries in the Church such as priests, monks and nuns.




[image: ]


Biblical teachings on salvation and grace

You will be expected to know what these passages say about salvation and grace:


    No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven – the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. (John 3:13–20)




    Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: ‘Rulers and elders of the people! If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. Jesus is “the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone”. Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.’ (Acts 4:8–12)



Catholics, and all Christians, believe that the death of Jesus brought salvation. However, some Catholics, and most Evangelical Protestants, would agree with the Bible passages above that anyone who does not confess faith in Jesus cannot possibly be saved.

The Catholic Church does not agree with such a view. No one knows what happens in other people’s hearts and minds, so no one can say who will and who will not be saved.
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Activities


1  Read the passage from John chapter 3 on page 31. What does it say about salvation?

2  Read the passage from Acts chapter 4 on page 31. What does it say about salvation?

3  Do you think people can be saved if they are not Catholic?
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Implications and significance for Catholic practice today

The Catholic Church teaches that grace and the salvation from sin brought by Jesus come to the world today through the Church (which Christians believe is Christ’s body on earth). The Church teaches that grace and the salvation achieved by Christ are made present for Christians today by:


•  receiving the sacraments of baptism and confirmation

•  receiving the sacrament of reconciliation/confession

•  receiving the sacrament of the Eucharist in the Mass

•  leading a Christian life.
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Useful words

Reconciliation – bringing together people who were opposed to each other
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The overall significance of this is that believers can find a peace with God and a way back to him. Every religion seeks a path or a way to follow, and the Catholic Church has the way shown by Christ.

This means that the Catholic practice of encouraging Catholic families to have their children baptised, encouraging young adult Catholics to be confirmed, providing opportunities to receive the sacrament of reconciliation weekly, celebrating the Mass regularly and offering the weekly Mass on Sundays is important because it enables Catholics to have access to the grace and salvation necessary for entry to heaven. It is up to the individual Catholic to ensure that they back this up by living a good Christian life, which is not possible without the grace that comes from Christ through the sacraments.
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Practice questions


c  Explain two reasons why salvation is important for Catholics. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

d  ‘Only those who have been saved from sin will get to heaven.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:




    •  refer to Catholic points of view

    •  refer to different Christian or non-religious points of view

    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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Summary

People need salvation because without it they cannot enter heaven. Catholics believe that the death of Jesus brought salvation, which is given by the Church through the sacraments. These give Catholics the grace they need to live a Christian life.
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Topic 1.1.8 Eschatology
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Thinking points

In this topic you need to:


•  think about Catholic teachings about eschatology, including life after death, resurrection, judgement, heaven, hell and purgatory (including reference to John 11:17–27 and 2 Corinthians 5)

•  consider divergent beliefs about life after death (purgatory and the nature of resurrection)

•  be able to evaluate the importance of belief in life after death for Catholics today.
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Catholic teachings about life after death

Catholic teachings about life after death

Catholics believe that this life is not all there is; they believe there will be life after death.

Judgement

The Church teaches in the Catechism that when people die, they are judged by God, ‘Each man receives his eternal retribution in his immortal soul at the very moment of his death’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1022).

After death:


•  Christians who are perfectly purified will go to heaven: ‘Those who die in God’s grace and friendship and are perfectly purified will live for ever with Christ’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1023).

•  Christians who have died imperfect and impure, needing more forgiveness and healing (and possibly members of other religions and non-believers who have lived good lives) will go to purgatory to be purified of their sins.

•  Very evil people who have totally rejected God’s will will go to hell:




    To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God’s merciful love means remaining separated from Him for ever by our own free choice. This state of definitive self-exclusion from God and the blessed is called hell. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1033)
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Useful words

Heaven – a place of infinite peace in the presence of God

Purgatory – a preparation for heaven, a place of purification and healing

Hell – a place of eternal separation from the love of God

Resurrection – a belief that the body will be raised again to life but in a new, spiritual, transformed way
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Resurrection

The Creed also says, ‘I believe … in the resurrection of the body’, so the Church also teaches that people receive glorified, new bodies in some way that Christ will return at the end of the world when the dead will be raised, God will judge everyone and make a new heaven and a new earth:


    The holy Roman Church firmly believes and confesses that on the Day of Judgement all men will appear in their own bodies before Christ’s tribunal in order to account for their own deeds. At the end of time the kingdom of God will come in its fullness. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1059–1060)
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Activity

Do you think there will be room in heaven for non-believers and members of other faiths?
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Activity

What is meant by the beatific vision? Why would this never be boring?
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Heaven and hell

Catholics believe that heaven is perfection and eternal peace with God. It is described as the beatific vision, meaning the vision of God that is beautiful and blessed. It is not just carrying on but being immersed in life. Depictions of people on clouds with harps are simplistic and not what the Church means at all. ‘The mystery of blessed communion with God (heaven) … is beyond all understanding and description. Scripture speaks of it in images: life, light, peace, wedding feast’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1027). This hope is beyond


    What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him. (1 Corinthians 2:9)



Hell


    The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and its eternity … The chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from God, in whom alone man can possess the life and happiness for which he was created. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1035)





    Those who, through no fault of their own, do not know the Gospel of Christ, or His Church, but who, nevertheless, seek God with a sincere heart, … may achieve eternal salvation. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 847)
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1  Look at the quotation from the Catholic Catechism about purgatory. What is the purpose of purgatory? Would you say it is a possible waiting room of hell or of heaven? Why?

2  Look at the painting of hell. Do you think a loving God would send people to a place like this forever? It can be said that people put themselves into that state and not God. Is this helpful?



[image: ]



Purgatory



    All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1030)
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The Bible and life after death
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1  What hope does the icon of Christ rising from the world of the dead give to people?

2  Read the passage from John 11. What does it say about a) life after death, b) the role of Jesus?

3  Read the passage from 2 Corinthians. What does it teach about life after death?
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    On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. ‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.’ (John 11:17–27)




    For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. (2 Corinthians 5:1–10)



Divergent Christian beliefs about life after death



•  Non-Catholic Christians do not believe in purgatory because they claim it is based on the teachings of the Church rather than the teachings of the Bible.

•  Some Protestants (mainly Evangelicals) believe that the soul and body remain in the grave until the Last Day (which will follow the Second Coming of Jesus) when the dead will be raised and the living and the dead will be given resurrection bodies. Everyone will then be judged by God on the basis of what they have believed and how they have lived. Those who have been born again will go to heaven for eternity, everyone else will go to hell for eternity because they have rejected God’s love in Christ. This is based on the teachings of St Paul in 1 Corinthians 15.

•  Many Christians believe that when the body dies, the soul leaves the body to live with God in a spirit world where God can be experienced in a much more immediate way than on earth. They believe that the nature of this spiritual after-life is determined by what people believe and how they have lived. Good people (especially Christians) will go to heaven and bad people will go to hell.

•  Some Christians do not believe in any form of hell. They believe that all should will have opportunities to learn from their mistakes on earth and so move up a variety of forms of heaven until they reach the presence of God.
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Why teachings about life after death are important for Catholics today


•  Catholics believe that they will be judged by God after death. Therefore, belief in life after death gives Catholics an incentive to live a good Christian life following the teachings of the Bible and the Church, seeking to be faithful and loving to others.

•  Living a good Catholic life means following scripture, tradition and the teaching authority of the Church. The teachings of Jesus taught that the two greatest commandments are to love God and to love your neighbour as yourself. So Catholics’ beliefs about life after death are important as their lives will be affected as they try to love God by praying and by worshipping God as well as attending Mass every Sunday.

•  Catholics believe that sin can prevent people from going to heaven. The Catholic Church teaches that those who die saved by grace but not yet ready for heaven will go to purgatory to be purified and made whole. Clearly, these beliefs mean that Catholics will try to avoid committing sins in their lives so that they will go to heaven.

•  Christian beliefs about life after death give their lives meaning and purpose. They feel that for life to end at death does not make sense.

•  Trying to love your neighbour as yourself is bound to affect a Catholic’s life. In the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31–46), Jesus said that only those who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, befriended strangers, and visited the sick and those in prison, would be allowed into heaven. This is a similar teaching to the Good Samaritan, where Jesus taught that loving your neighbour means helping anyone in need. These teachings are bound to affect Catholics’ lives and explain why Catholic charities like the Catholic Agency For Overseas Development (CAFOD) are so involved in helping those in need.
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c  Explain two reasons why belief in life after death is important for Catholics. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

d  ‘When you are dead, you’re dead and that’s the end of you.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:




    •  refer to Catholic points of view

    •  refer to different Christian or non-religious points of view

    •  reach a justified conclusion.
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a)  State three religious traditions other than Christianity in Britain. [3]
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b)  Explain two reasons why belief in the incarnation is important to Catholics. [4]
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c)  Explain two Catholic teachings about the Trinity. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. [5]






[image: ]


[image: ]




d)  ‘Belief in hell is very important.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:




      •  refer to Catholic Christian points of view

      •  refer to different Christian points of view

      •  reach a justified conclusion. [12 marks + 3 spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) marks]
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