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Author’s Notes
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It is with a trembling hand that I write this devotional. Is anyone worthy of relating Christ’s mind about anything? Only those who rely on Scripture, yet even then, we may fall short by interpreting it through our own baggage of experiences, religious traditions, prejudices, and agendas.
Those who earnestly seek His mind and heart will always grow in wisdom until the day they pass from this life and enter Heaven. The Bible is a living book the Holy Spirit uses to delve deeper into my heart, mind, and soul. For that reason, I will know more of my Creator the day after this devotional is published than the days when I wrote it. 
If your understanding of living a creative calling as a Christian is higher than the words you read here in my little devotional, I hope to find grace in your eyes while I travel my unique road toward having the mind of Christ, my Creator and Redeemer.
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AS FRIENDS LEARNED that I was writing a Christian devotional book, they let me know they wanted something different from the predictable constraints of the usual format in devotionals. So, rather than the typical drive-through presentation of 150 words, Inspired Artistry is arranged in twelve chapters of about 1,200 words. Readers can study and pray about the chapter contents over several days.

I humbly suggest that if you are enjoying the book, journal through the material. If you have the print copy, there are blank pages at the end titled “Inspired Musings” for noting verses, thoughts, and pages to find later. You may also feel inspired to use the illustrations as coloring pages, embellishing them in your style with your favorite art supplies. Look for free downloads of the illustrations on my websites. If you or your kids color the pages and post a photo on social media, I’d be honored if you’d tag me so I can enjoy them, too!
My personal insights and interpretations in this devotional may be new views for you on a topic. Look up the scripture references in a study Bible and compare them to others online. At the end of each chapter is a section to solidify the intended message in the theme.
Another unique departure in this book from a typical devotional is that I refer to my points in art terms–as if readers are working on their masterpiece. I’ve created original icons that will appear before information for that theme. They are a Palette, Brush, and painting on an easel called the Big Picture.
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A Palette is an invaluable tool by which artists arrange the paint they will use in their pictures. People who collect and study the palettes of various artists in history learn a lot about an artist’s personality and style, and invariably, the dried paint smears on the palette match the favorite range of colors in the artist’s works. After careful thought and planning, an artist squeezes out paint he knows will give him the best chance of accomplishing his desired outcome, then he mixes a spectrum of nuanced colors. In this devotional, our Palette will feature universal truths and Scripture as the basis for foundational tools to work with for our Big Picture.
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An artist’s Brush is the tool he uses to link his Palette with his canvas. A typical art studio will have on hand an assortment of paintbrushes in many sizes and shapes. The artist will rely on experience, skills, head knowledge, and trial and error to apply brushstrokes of paint from his palette. In this devotional, our Life Brush is about our application of the truth on our Palette as we work toward our Big Picture.
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A FINISHED PAINTING is the goal of every artist when they start out with a Palette of paint and a loaded Brush. In this devotional, our Big Picture is the goal we strive for as we embrace a creative life—a life lived in the image of our Creator.
Stay tuned at the end of this book for an excerpt from Landmark, Painter Place Saga 4, to peek into the life of a Christian professional artist.

“I unconsciously decided that, even if it wasn't an ideal world, it should be so and painted only the ideal aspects of it.”
Norman Rockwell
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The Origin of the Creative Calling
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“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

Genesis 1:1

––––––––
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THE HOLY BIBLE OPENS with the first revelation about an attribute of God: He is creative. 

Every time I come across lists and studies of the attributes of God, I’m awestruck. An “attribute” is a quality or feature regarded as a characteristic or inherent part of someone or something. In this devotional, we’ll be focusing on God’s creativity and how it is reflected in us.
Genesis Chapter 1, Psalm 33:6-9, and the opening verses of the Gospel of John tell us God spoke things into existence. Then in Genesis 2:7, He reveals something almost incomprehensible to me! With His own hands, he fashioned Adam after Himself—from the dust of the ground. The word used in the account is the same one used elsewhere in scripture for a potter. Next, He shared His own breath to ignite life within man, a transformation into a unique mix of spirit and the physical.

––––––––
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“The heavens were made by the word of the Lord,
and all the stars, by the breath of His mouth.
He gathers the waters of the sea into a heap;
He puts the depths into storehouses.
Let the whole earth tremble before the Lord;
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.
For He spoke, and it came into being;
He commanded, and it came into existence.”
Psalm 33:6-9

––––––––
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READING OVER TO GENESIS 2:18-20, we find that God issued the first recorded creative call. He brought each animal before Adam to see what he would call it. Animals did not receive God’s breath during their creation, as man had, so Adam ruled over the animals and perceived their nature to give them appropriate names. Since none of the animals were on man’s level, God fashioned a mate for him from the flesh and bone in his side. Once again, Adam had the creative calling to name her. The term he used, “woman,” is the feminine complement to his own name, “man.”
One of my favorite chapters of Scripture is Job 38. It reminds me that God’s creative power is incomprehensible and purposeful. He’s engaged with the world, watching over everything, and nothing is wasted. 
––––––––
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“Where were you when I established the earth?
Tell Me, if you have understanding.
Who fixed its dimensions? Certainly you know!
Who stretched a measuring line across it?
What supports its foundations?
Or who laid its cornerstone
while the morning stars sang together
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”
Job 38: 4-11
––––––––
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IF WE RECOGNIZE THE imprint of our Creator on our lives, we may come to consider our creative gifts as a calling. We allow Christ to work in unexpected ways with images, dreams, and experiences. He is intentional about inspiring us and gathering the threads woven into the tapestry of our lives.
Every person born into the world has been created in the image of God, stamped with attributes of their Maker even if they do not acknowledge Him.  (John 1:9). Creativity is in our nature, and because we turned the perfect world that He gave us into a cursed one, mankind uses this trait for good or evil. This comes from having a choice, which is another attribute of God. In her book The Mind of the Maker, author Dorothy Sayers asserts her belief that when people feel at odds with their God-placed creativity, it’s because a distortion makes them run counter to their nature.
The distortion Sayers referred to was clear in my research for this devotional. When I read quotes from art history by artists who attempted to define art or give people a glimpse of their intentions, it was evident that the powerful drive inside their souls mystified them. So many artists focused on themselves as the source for the outward expressions they shared with the world. Entangled in their fleeting, unstable feelings as their imaginations caught fire from stimulation in life, they believed self-expression was the goal of their work.
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“God stepped from behind the curtain of nowhere and stood on the platform of nothing, then spoke a world into existence.”
-unknown African American Pastor
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WE ARE CREATED IN GOD’S image, Genesis Chapters 1:26-2:22

We are to do everything as if we dedicated it to Christ, Colossians 3:23,24

We have a purpose and can trust Christ for outcomes, Colossians 1:16
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HAVE YOU EVER PRAYERFULLY asked Jesus to guide you along the best path for using the gifts, skills
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