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1. Foreword
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Want To Change The World?: Make Freedom Of Choice Work By Choosing Wisely.

The world seems to be in a terrible state of constant conflicts and wars and injustice.

What can we do to change that?

How can we change the world for the better?

What does freedom really mean?

How do we make freedom of choice work in all positive and peaceful transformations?
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2. Democratic Contests

[image: ]


Of the many arguments held by those who strongly advocate for vigorously contested democracy are those that say that without vigorous political contests, there can be no real democracy.

These people believe that democracy can only function properly in a confrontational political system of multiparty politics. They believe that this is the only way to prevent tyranny and dictatorship.

Little do they realize that tyranny and dictatorship can come about through any number of ways, not the least through multiparty politics. In fact, Germany's Hitler and Nazism were precisely the products of a vigorously contested multiparty democracy before WW2.
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3. Chaos And Discrimination
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There is intrinsically nothing to prevent multiparty politics from descending into populist politics, toxic confrontational politics and internal chaos, such as what is happening now in USA and many European nations.

Even the most secular democracy, such as France, is grappling with internal social division, ethnic discrimination, mass protests, rioting and persistent civil unrest. And police selective targeting of minorities seems to be well entrenched in France. A recent report said that, in Paris, non-white people are 6 times more likely than whites to be apprehended by the police. And this goes up to 8 times for people of Arab origin. In a 18-months period before July 2023, French police had shot dead 17 people during traffic stops, the latest of which was a 17 year-old youth of Algerian Arab origin, which sparked widespread rioting for days.

Indeed , France is teetering on the brink of collapse of its special brand of liberal democracy and is veering towards imminent political victory of the far-right political party.
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4. Polarizing Politics
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So, those who want vigorous political contests and confrontation for the sake of fair competition should not expect to be rewarded with a society of perfectly peaceful and fair democracy after uncompromising and even violent political confrontation.

More likely, they will reap a deeply polarized, chaotic and violent society.
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5. Democracy In Crisis
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The declining civil liberty in the increasingly violent American society is a clear example of what polarizing politics can do to a supposedly matured democracy.

Recent book titles such as "How Democracies Die" and "How The Internet Is Killing Democracy" highlight the seriousness of the decline of democracy in USA

Indeed, in any country, there may be two major predominant political parties or any number of political parties, but the outcome is the same if there is no mutual respect and tolerance among the different communities, the different ethnic groups, the different parties, and the different social strata.

Democracy cannot survive as a fair and equitable political system in a violently confrontational political climate.
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6. What Is Genuine Democracy?
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In the final analysis, building consensus and mutual respect are the basis for any genuine democracy; not multiple political parties, nor free and vigorous confrontational politics, nor frequent elections of multiple permutations.
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7. Positive Change
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So, how should one go about changing the existing political system in a country for the better?

How should one right any perceived injustice or misdeed?

Should one organize violent protests in the streets?

Should one incite a revolution?

Or should one join a political party in power to agitate for change from within the party and within the system?
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8. Stay Or Flee
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Often, the hard choice to make is whether to run away or to stay and fight.

It is never an easy choice. But thinking people can usually make the correct choice.

Sometimes, there really is no choice but to flee when famines and natural disasters strike.
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9. Revolutions
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This revolutionary route would be most perilous, but it has not stop foolhardy young people to try it even in this day and age, often with tragic results.

Of course, with retrospect, it is clear that history is made by the countless revolutions through the ages.

Many revolutions in the past were the result of intolerable poverty, oppression or tyranny. And much bloodshed and suffering happened to the whole population before a new reality and balance is achieved. Such revolutions are clearly not something that should be resorted to by anyone and by any community without very strong and urgent reasons.
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