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When Cendrine asked me to write this foreword, I was thrilled but amazed that she would trust me with this important task. I originally met Cendrine when I submitted to The Haiku Shack Magazine a few months ago. I began reading her books, corresponding with her, and participating in weekly writing prompts as well as submitting to her other publications. She encouraged my writing and showed confidence in my work. Such a wonderful mentor to new poets, Cendrine is an admirable and valuable member of the poetry community.
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Cendrine’s newest book, Light Lingers, is truly an inspiration. For those among us who have discovered the joy of haiku, the lingering light found in these poems will strengthen your connection with nature and brighten your way as you travel through life. As Cendrine says, “a haiku narrates a story about the human journey.” When reading this book, hold these stories close to your heart, look for the light in each poem, and consider how it will affect your life. Connect with the haiku that bring light into your soul, and like Cendrine, “observe the beauty and transformation of the natural world and reconnect with [your] childhood sense of wonder.”
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Where does this light linger in our lives? This particular poem connected me to Cendrine’s beliefs about the haiku in Light Lingers:

––––––––
[image: ]


Capturing light —

a collage in blue

the child in me.
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Cendrine’s words imply that we should linger in the light of innocence just as a child does. If we look at the world through the eyes of a child, will we not be filled with a sense of wonder?

––––––––
[image: ]


Spring breeze

the stories a city tells

if we listen.
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From cats, dogs, farmers, and fishermen, Cendrine looks for lingering light throughout the world. Even cities show us this light. Take time to look for the beautiful moments—the beautiful places, the stories, the light. Haiku helps us take those small snippets of light found in the dark places and expand them into enlightenment for our souls. As I leave you to read these wonderful haiku for yourselves, let me share my favorite from this collection:

––––––––
[image: ]


At sunset

darkness awaits

but also poetry.
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Poetry is the light that lingers.
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Sherri J Moye-Dombrosky, September 2025, South Carolina
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This year, I celebrate 20 years as a writer. 
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What started as a spark on January 14, 2005—at around 3 a.m.—turned almost immediately into a lifelong passion that never ceases to amaze me with its twists and turns. 
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The Haiku came into my life in the mid-2000s and quickly became my favorite poetry form. It has inspired many projects, including the creation of several forms and the release of several collections, such as this one.
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Light Lingers is what I call a hodgepodge of haiku written over a period of one year. Most of the pieces were written to be paired with art and old photographs and appear on my blog. A few more were published in reputed magazines. 
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Each haiku stands on its own but also reads as a natural continuation of its neighbors. That is the beauty of the Haiku, after all. Its deep connection to nature and the human journey makes it one of the most profound forms ever created. 
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Thank you for purchasing a copy of Light Lingers! I hope you will enjoy reading this little book. 
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Cendrine Marrouat, September 2025, Canada
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