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FOREWORD 

In this book we are proud to present a selection of the 2020 World Press Photo Contest winners, showcasing the choices of the independent juries. It’s a daunting task to choose the best photos taken in the world. Over three weeks, 17 jurors patiently assessed 73,996 photographs made by 4,282 photographers from 125 countries. This year’s general jury was led wonderfully by Lekgetho Makola, the head of Market Photo Workshop in Johannesburg, South Africa. As they judged, Lekgetho and his colleagues from around the world engaged in detailed discussions about the ethics and politics of visual representation. We have worked hard to make our juries more diverse and we see the value this brings, although we recognize that far more needs to be done to increase diversity among contest entrants. We are indebted to Lekgetho and his fellow jurors for their commitment and passion.

The jury’s choice for World Press Photo of the Year, Yasuyoshi Chiba’s photograph of revolution in Sudan, and the World Press Photo Story of the Year, Romain Laurendeau’s visual account of the struggle in Algeria, was the product of a long process. Both these awards honor the photographer whose visual creativity and skills produced a single image and story which captures an event or issue of great journalistic importance in that year. The world is currently witnessing a ‘global protest wave’, with public demonstrations increasing in number and spreading to more countries, as citizens mobilize to defend their freedoms and secure their rights. We are delighted the jury recognized these events with aﬃrmative, powerful and uplifting visual stories. 

In all eight categories of the photo contest you will see winners covering a wide range of events and topics, including beautiful photographs from Nature and Sports. Notable this year were the ten winners dealing with the causes and eﬀects of the climate crisis, demonstrating the importance of visual journalism—where the reporting and visuals are of equal signiﬁcance—in bringing the stories that matter to a global audience. Time spent on research, reporting and representing a subject visually is what elevates a story from the merely good to the great photography on show here. 

The World Press Photo Foundation has been active from our base in Amsterdam for 65 years. We reach a global audience of millions through an exhibition program that travels to more than 120 cities in 50 countries, and millions more see the new work from the programs that we share via our social media channels, website and online magazine, Witness. Last year we moved to World Press Photo House, a new headquarters and cultural venue in Amsterdam from where we can work year-round to expand our presence at home and abroad, because we believe this is a time when top-quality visual journalism is needed more than ever. 

by Lars BoeringManaging Director of World Press Photo Foundation
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THE 2020 WORLD PRESS PHOTO OF THE YEAR NOMINEES

MULUGETA AYENE

ETHIOPIA ASSOCIATED PRESSP. 76

FAROUK BATICHE

ALGERIA DEUTSCHE PRESSE-AGENTURP. 47

YASUYOSHICHIBA

JAPANAGENCE FRANCE-PRESSEP. 22

WORLD PRESS PHOTO NOMINEES
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TOMEK KACZOR

POLANDDUŻY FORMAT, GAZETA WYBORCZAP. 54

IVOR PRICKETT

IRELAND THE NEW YORK TIMESP. 122

NIKITA TERYOSHIN

RUSSIAP. 63
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THE 2020 WORLD PRESS PHOTO STORY OF THE YEAR NOMINEES

NICOLASASFOURI

DENMARKAGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE P. 108

MULUGETA AYENE

ETHIOPIAASSOCIATED PRESSP. 70

ROMAIN LAURENDEAU

FRANCEP. 204

WORLD PRESS PHOTO NOMINEES
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ESTHER HORVATH

HUNGARYFOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

A polar bear and her cub come close to equipment placed by scientistsfrom Polarstern, a ship that is part of a scientiﬁc expeditioninvestigating the consequences of Arctic climate change, in the central Arctic Ocean, on 10 October.

The Arctic harbors some of the fastest-retreating sea ice on the planet and has twice the average global heating rate. This will strongly aﬀect the global climate in terms of increasing temperatures and sea-level rise, yet Arctic climate system processes are poorly represented in climate models. This is because until now scientiﬁc missions have not been able to penetrate the 

WORLD PRESS PHOTO

1ST PRIZEENVIRONMENT

PP. 14–15

1

WORLD PRESS PHOTO SINGLES

region during the six-month- long night of the Arctic winter. The Polarstern is the central ship of an expedition run by the Multidisciplinarydrifting Observatory for the Study of Arctic Climate (MOSAiC), es-pecially designed to withstand extremely low temperatures and break through thicker ice, enabling around 100research-ers and crew to work all year round. MOSAiC data on the atmosphere, ocean, sea ice, ecosystem and biogeochem-istry will be fed into global climate models.
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NOAH BERGER

UNITED STATES FOR ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRÉDÉRIC NOY 

FRANCEPANOS PICTURES

Fireﬁghters battle the Marsh Complex Fire, near the town of Brentwood, California, USA,on 3 August.

The Marsh Complex Fire began near Marsh Creek Road in Contra Costa County on 3 August and burned until 7 August, laying waste to more than 300 hectares of land. Roughly 81,000 hect-ares (200,000 acres) burned statewide in California in 2019, compared with 765,000 in 2018, and 525,000 in 2017. California usually has a ﬁre season in the fall, when strong winds blow across forests and brushland that has dried out 

A ﬁsherman who works illegal-ly on Lake Victoria reﬂoats the boat that he keeps hidden all day, before going ﬁshing with a colleague, in Murchison Bay, Uganda.

Lake Victoria, nearly 60,000 square kilometers in area, harbors immense natural resources but is threatened by industrial, wastewater and agricultural pollution, over-harvesting of resources, land clearance around thebanks, and decreased rainfall due to global heating. This impacts both biodiversity and the livelihoods of more than 30 million people in Uganda, 

ENVIRONMENT

2ND PRIZEENVIRONMENT

3RD PRIZEENVIRONMENT

PP. 16–17

PP. 18–19

2

3

from summer heat and not yet experienced winter rains. Many scientists attributed the early ﬁres to the climate crisis, saying that a warmer atmosphere means that the vegetation is drying out more than it did a century ago. Old, faulty equipment belonging to the state’s largest power companies has also been blamed for sparking ﬁres in windy weather.President Donald Trump accused the Californian state government of bad forest management, saying that was the cause of the ﬁres.

Kenya and Tanzania. Fishing alone economicallysupports more than 3 million people, according to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature, yet more than 70% of ﬁsh endemic to the lake are threatened with extinction. Small-scale ﬁshing is illegal because the equipment used catches immature ﬁsh before they can breed, but poorer ﬁshers cannot aﬀord the necessary nets nor the larger boats that can take them beyond the worstpollutionaround theshoreline.
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Esther Horvath, Hungary, for 

The New York Times

1st Prize Environment

Polar Bear and her Cub

Central Arctic Ocean, 10 October
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Noah Berger, United States, for Associated Press

2nd Prize Environment

Battling the Marsh Fire

Brentwood, Contra Costa County, California, USA, 3 August
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Frédéric Noy, France, Panos Pictures

3rd Prize Environment

Lake Victoria Dying

Murchison Bay, Kampala, Uganda, 9 January





[image: background image]

20

WORLD PRESS PHOTO

YASUYOSHICHIBA

JAPANAGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

A young man, illuminated by mobile phones, recites protestpoetrywhile demonstrators chant slogans calling for civilian rule, during a blackout in Khartoum, Sudan, on 19 June.

Protests in Sudan began in December 2018 and spread rapidly throughout the country. By April 2019, protesters were staging a sit-in close to army headquarters in the capital Khartoum and demanding an end to the 30-year rule of dictator Omar al-Bashir. On 11 April, al-Bashir was removed from oﬃce in a military coup, and a transitional militarygovernment was established. Protests continued, calling for power to be handed to civilian groups. On 3 June, government forcesopened ﬁre on unarmed protesters. 

1ST PRIZEGENERAL NEWS

WORLD PRESS PHOTO OF THE YEARPP. 22–23

1

Scores of people were killed and many more subject to further violence. Three days later the African Union sus-pended Sudan, in the midst of widespread international con-demnation of the attack. The authorities sought to defuse protests by imposing blackouts and shutting downthe internet. Protesters communicated by text message, word of mouth and using megaphones, and resistance to military rule continued. Despite another severe crackdown on 30 June, the pro-democracy movementwas eventually successful in signing a power-sharing agreement with the military, on 17 August.

WORLD PRESS PHOTO SINGLES
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GENERAL NEWS

ALESSIO MAMO

ITALYFOR L’ESPRESSO

RICARDO GARCÍA VILANOVA 

SPAIN

A Russian woman carries her child while queuing at a makeshift hospital in ‘The Annex’, at al-Hol Refugee Camp in northern Syria, on 14 November.

Al-Hol was home to tens of thou-sands of refugees, many of them the wives and children of sus-pected Islamic State group (IS) ﬁghters displaced from former IS-held territory in northeastern Syria. Many women played an important role in IS recruitment via social media and jihadist forums. ‘The Annex’ housed wo-men of foreign origin. Western countries generally hesitated to repatriate former IS members, citing securityrisks, although some did accept orphaned  

A man assists a fellow protest-er,who became unconscious after government forces ﬁred tear gas and smoke grenades during a protest in Baghdad, Iraq, on 15 November.

Protests began in Iraq on 1 October, directed at the government’s failure to deal with unemployment, provide basic publicservices and end corruption.This escalated into calls to oust the administration and for an overhaul of the pol- itical system imposed by the US in 2003 after the invasion that toppled Saddam Hussein. Protesters claimed that a small elite were able to keep a grip on political power through a 

2ND PRIZEGENERAL NEWS

3RD PRIZEGENERAL NEWS

PP. 24–25

PP. 26–27

2

3

children. As the campaign against IS grew more success-ful, al-Hol, which was controlled by the US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF),overﬁlled and conditions grewsqualid, withhundreds of people, particularly children, dying of disease and malnutrition. In ear-ly October, US president Donald Trump ordered the withdrawal of US troops from the Syrian-Turkish border area, where they had been supporting the SDF, ahead of a Turkish military incur-sion into the area. The SDF sus-pended counter-IS operations to focus on the Turkish incursion. Unrest broke out at al-Hol and there were reports of escapes, as people sensedSDF control over the camp was weakening.

quota system based on sect- arian and ethnic identity.Iran was also targeted for its close links with Iraq’s elite and what was seen as its complicity in the administration’s failures. Government forces acted with exceptional severity,ﬁring live rounds and, according to eyewitness reports given to Amnesty International, shooting tear-gas canisters and smokegrenadesdirectlyat protesters. A statement released by the UN on 29 November said that at least 354 people hadbeen killed and 8,104 injured since the protests began. The protests continued into the new year.
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Yasuyoshi Chiba, Japan, Agence France-Presse

World Press Photo of the Year , 1st Prize General News

Straight Voice

Khartoum, Sudan, 19 June
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