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The Astrological Goetia



“In a decade that has already seen an almost unprecedented ­resurgence of classical occult knowledge, Jaime Paul Lamb’s The Astrological Goetia marks a significant new contribution. Lamb has taken one of the neglected corners of magical lore—the symbolism and spirits of the 72 quinaries of the zodiac—and unfolded it into a fascinating and practical system that bridges the space between astrology and ceremonial magic.”

JOHN MICHAEL GREER, AUTHOR OF THE TWILIGHT OF PLUTO

“By exploring the history of astrology from ancient Babylon, Egypt, and Greece to the medieval grimoire tradition, Jaime Paul Lamb makes the complex subject of astrology easier to understand and, for the skeptic, more plausible. The Astrological Goetia bridges the gap between astrology and magic, with Lamb illuminating the meaning of such material as angels and demons. Detailed historical descriptions of planetary angels and demons (and their influences) bring a new dimension to the subject and remind us of the depth of thought of our historical predecessors.”

ANGEL MILLAR, AUTHOR OF TRANSCEND THE CHAOS AND THE PATH OF THE WARRIOR-MYSTIC

“This book breaks new ground with an illumined peek into ancient metaphysics to reveal the highly secretive mappings of the primordial lights of existence as scribed by the ancient Jewish sages in the form of the Shem HaMephorash. The Astrological Goetia is poised to be a valuable addition to the library of every seeker, offering insights into both the esoteric knowledge and practical aspects of occult astrology and angelic mysticism.”

DAVID PANTANO, AUTHOR OF ALCHEMICAL HERMETICISM


“It is well known among occultists that since the appearance of the Testament of Solomon, the hordes of demons found in many grimoires are directly related to the thirty-six astrological decans and the twenty-eight mansions of the moon. But there is scant literature on the spirits behind the seventy-two quinaries of the zodiac. Following Rudd’s Liber Malorum Spirituum Seu Goetia Lemegeton Clavicula Salomonis, Lamb has done grimoirists and astrologers alike a great service by rendering the demons of the Lemegeton and the angels of the Shem HaMephorash in a practical, workable system that does not fail to emphasize their astrological underpinnings.”

P. D. NEWMAN, AUTHOR OF THEURGY

“The Astrological Goetia is a seminal work—the capstone of a complete astrological and magical corpus and some of Lamb’s sharpest writing to date. With this offering, the author provides not only the present but future generations of researchers and practitioners with a tremendous and invaluable resource. This is essential reading and a new classic of astrological magic.”

IKE BAKER, AUTHOR OF ÆTHERIC MAGIC AND HOST OF ARCANVM PODCAST

“A valuable addition to the library of an astrologer or student of the Hermetic sciences, bringing to life the connection between an astrological chart and the angels and demons of the Shem HaMephorash.”

CHRIS ZALEWSKI, AUTHOR OF ENOCHIAN CHESS OF THE GOLDEN DAWN

“Lamb’s work demands critical examination and holds the potential to unlock fascinating new avenues for astrologers and magicians alike.”

DARCY KÜNTZ, EDITOR OF THE HERMETIC PAPERS OF THE GOLDEN DAWN
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Foreword

Mark Stavish

At a 2014 seminar hosted by the Institute for Hermetic Studies (IHS), held one Sunday afternoon at the Free Library in Wyoming, Pennsylvania, instructions were given for an exercise using the angels of the Shem HaMephorash. The approach was simple and designed to help those working with the angels, something very rarely done in contemporary magical groups. In summary, the participants were to write the name of a particular angel and draw its attendant sigil and briefly meditate on it at the start of their day. They were not to read anything about the angel or its areas of influence. These exercises were to be performed daily, with a new angel being used every five days (a quinarian week, to use Jaime Paul Lamb’s terminology) as the influences changed. At the end of each period, participants were to reflect upon their experiences, write them down, and then—and only then—read about the angel governing those five days and its range of action.

What happened next was impressive. The participants reported having the most peculiar synchronicities and encounters. They observed, or rather encountered, strange events, some seemingly insignificant, corresponding to the domain of the angel of the period. Despite the ease and simplicity of the exercise given, several participants ceased the angelic rotation as there were, in their words, “too many coincidences.” As for myself, I found it very exciting. To my knowledge, for the first time, we were able to collect data from a group—not just a single practitioner—on the influences of these elusive spiritual intelligences. Some of our findings were described in Child of the Sun: Psychic and Physical Rejuvenation in Alchemy and Qabala (IHS Study Guide Series, 2015) with a narrow look at select angels and their functions.

Among the most memorable personal experiences I had during the experiment with the angels of the Shem was a phone call I received from a former student from whom I had not heard in about ten years. I remember it very clearly—down to where I was standing when the phone rang. After a few minutes of brief pleasantries, my “wayward child” asked me to accompany her and her fiancé on a journey of “independent investigative journalism,” which consisted of trespassing on the rural property of a man who had a criminal record and was believed to be involved in some form of dark magic with political overtones. Since that sounded like a fine recipe for ending up dead and being dumped down an abandoned mine shaft, or maybe eaten for whatever passed as a holiday dinner in the fellow’s dark magic of choice, I politely declined and wished them luck. I have not heard from her since.

When I looked up the angel of the day it was Hahuiah, angel of the twenty-fourth quinary. As this book points out, this angel protects those who have committed crimes, insofar as they do not fall back on their wicked ways. Thus, if we follow the influence of the angel, the fellow in question may have been a recluse, on his own land, remorseful for what he had done, or a potential serial killer—neither of which were within my wheelhouse or legal authority to address.

While your experiences may not be as movie-of-the-week as mine, I am certain that a patient application of the knowledge contained in the present volume—when wedded to generosity and goodwill—will give the reader a deeper, more applicable, and joyful insight into the roles of the Shem angels not only in theoretical astrology but also practically in your daily life.


It is in this spirit, and with great joy, that I introduce The Astrological Goetia: The 72 Keys to Angelic and Demonic Astrology by Jaime Paul Lamb. Not only have I been fortunate enough to experience Lamb’s expertise in traditional astrology personally, when he taught two courses for the IHS, but I also had the pleasure of coteaching a class with him (along with Ike Baker of Arcanvm podcast) on the elusive and at times confounding Three Books of Occult Philosophy by Cornelius Agrippa. Lamb took on the formidable task of elucidating the contents of Book II, which deals with the celestial world.

It was in the preparation and execution of these classes that Lamb demonstrated not only the depth of his knowledge of astrology but also his contagious enthusiasm for its practical application. His students eagerly awaited his presentations, many utilized his services as a consulting astrologer, and several others engaged him in personal tutoring on the subject. Why do I tell you this? Because astrology can be difficult and boring at times (ancient astrologers were called mathematici for a reason), but Lamb, in his presentations as well as his personality, is neither difficult nor boring. He has a knack for taking notoriously abstruse subjects and making them not only manageable but inspirational. This talent is showcased in the present volume.

It was also during the preparatory sessions for the IHS courses that Lamb and I talked at length about some of the strengths and weaknesses of modern astrology and by extension modern astrologers, the primary deficit being a clear and almost unquestioned separation of astrology from the other Hermetic arts—alchemy and theurgy (magic). Of course, astrologers are very good at pointing out obstacles and opportunities—that is what they get paid to do. But few seem to know how to integrate those other occult sciences into an active, holistic practice, a practice by which one might ameliorate celestial influences. This is where astrological magic comes into play. Lamb emphasizes the synergetic relationship between astrology and magic in the introduction when he asks, “What is magic but the enchanted technology by which we accentuate the positive and mitigate the negative terrestrial effects of the stars and planets?”


From antiquity through the Renaissance, astrology was seen less as a standalone practice than as one part of a suite of enchanted methods. Within the astrological domain, we encounter various branches of the art—natal, mundane, horary, and so on—each with a specific application. Electional astrology figures most prominently in the grimoire tradition. Talismanic magic, particularly, is predicated on elections, and it is by means of these enchanted objects that stellar and planetary influences can be more precisely directed and utilized by the astrological magician. Lamb devotes an entire chapter to the talismanic art in the context of the quinaries.

It is in this capacity that Lamb provides his greatest service to the twenty-first-century astrologer. He contributes to the reintegration of astrology and magic; he points to an active astrology—one made negotiable through magic. The 72 quinaries are repurposed as a medium of this negotiation. Here, for the first time, the quinaries are being presented in clear detail, despite being a topic of discussion among advanced ceremonial practitioners for years. In this book, Lamb has outlined the historical development, theory, and practice of a new synthesis in the world of astrological magic, a synthesis he has dubbed quinarian astrology. In this system, he has applied the documented significations and attributes of the Shem angels and the goetic demons to astrological interpretation. This is something that should have happened centuries ago.

This book is an effective and meticulously organized guide to freeing astrology from the theoretical confines of the chart and bringing the art into the living domain of the magus. Instead of being the unwitting subject of the Fates—for good or for ill—the reader is exposed to methods by which the very rules of causality may be negotiated, to a greater or lesser degree. This project is critical and should not be underestimated.

MARK STAVISH, M.A.

DIRECTOR OF STUDIES

INSTITUTE FOR HERMETIC STUDIES

WEST WYOMING, PENNSYLVANIA

WINTER SOLSTICE
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INTRODUCTION Illuminating the Quinaries

The names of the angels of the Shem HaMephorash, which means “the Explicit Name” of God, are formed from three consecutive verses in the book of Exodus (14:19–21). There are 72 such angels, collectively having mystical significance in the Jewish esoteric tradition known as Qabalah. Similarly, 72 demons are described in an infamous grimoire on nigromancy (demonic magic) known as the Ars Goetia, which is the first of the five books comprising the Lesser Key of Solomon. Sometime during the early modern period, these angels and demons were organized into pairs, and each pair was assigned to a 5-degree arc segment of the zodiac called a quinary—one angel and one demon per quinary.1 The zodiac is divided into 72 such quinaries. The angels and demons rule and govern their respective quinaries, through which they emanate their astrological influence on the seven visible planets and from the planets to terrestrial life on Earth, or the sublunar world.2

According to the qabalistic and Solomonic grimoire traditions, each of the 72 angels of the Shem HaMephorash3 and the 72 demons of the Ars Goetia4 have a set of significations and attributes, as well as a scope of influence and activity unique to them. An array of topics such as memory, fertility, and divination, as well as activities such as finding hidden things, avoiding shipwrecks, and aiding in the study of the liberal arts, fall under the purview of the various angels and demons. And through the medium of the planets, their influence spans all aspects of terrestrial life.

In a traditional astrological figure (or chart), the seven visible planets are arrayed against the twelve 30-degree signs of the zodiac. The natural expression of each planet is modified by the quality of the zodiacal sign in which it is found. Consider a placement such as Mars in Pisces on the tenth house, for instance. The hot, dry, active energy of Mars is tempered by the cold, moist, passive mutability of Pisces, rendering the planet’s expression significantly altered in the context of the native’s career, symbolized by the tenth house. Similarly, each planet in an astrological figure resides in one of the quinaries and is therefore under the dominion of the angel and demon of that quinary. The angelic and demonic rulers of the quinaries bestow their influence upon any planet found within the cusps (borders) of their 5-degree segment of the zodiac.

For example, suppose a given chart shows Venus at 6 degrees Capricorn on the seventh house. This planet is in a quinary ruled by the angel Poiel and the demon Gremory because this pair has dominion over 5° 00'–9° 59' Capricorn. The astrologer will note that Venus’s natural significations—love, beauty, the arts, and so on—will be modified by the influence of Poiel and Gremory. Angelic Poiel “serves to obtain what one wants,”5 and demonic Gremory “procure[s] the Love of Women.”6 Clearly, there are positive, romantic auspices for our hypothetical native (the subject of a natal chart) in the context of the seventh house of romantic relationships. This is the essence of quinarian astrology.

This method may be applied to natal astrology, as in the example above, as well as to other astrological domains such as electional and horary. Electional astrology is used to decide the most auspicious time to set a cycle in motion. For instance, suppose you were planning a boating trip; you might choose to set sail at a time when the quinary ruled by the angel Ieiaiel was rising because Ieiaiel protects against storms and shipwrecks.7 That would be a favorable election, an auspicious moment to commence your voyage.


Horary astrology is used to answer specific questions. A chart is cast for the moment the question is understood by the astrologer. Suppose the querent asks, “Will I get the job at NASA?” A figure is erected, and the astrologer finds that the midheaven (symbolizing the querent’s profession, reputation, and status) is in the quinary of Morax, the goetic demon who rules over astronomy.8 Clearly, this would be a favorable factor in the overall horary delineation.

Despite having a body of clear and defined significations and a ready applicability to astrological analysis and chart delineation, the quinarian angels and demons have heretofore languished in the shadowy environs of the qabalistic and Solomonic grimoire traditions—underground and out of the reach of your typical astrologer. Having been cloistered away in the arcane world of Western occultism, they have never been incorporated into the mainstream astrological current. This book is an attempt to finally present quinarian astrology as a practicable system.

This book contains the names, attributes, sigils, and seals corresponding to each quinary, as well as the zodiacal degrees governed by each of the 72 angels and demons in an easy-to-reference, sequential arrangement. The quinarian pair governing each 5-degree segment of the zodiac is listed in order, beginning at 0 degrees 00 minutes Aries, all the way around the zodiac to 29 degrees 59 minutes Pisces—from the alpha to the omega of the ecliptic. The astrologer need only observe the zodiacal degree of the planet, part,* or angle under consideration, consult that quinary in the reference section of this book, then use the significations and attributes of the angel and demon to enhance their delineation of the placement.

Quinarian astrology is not some trendy new technique—its component parts have been embedded in the tradition for centuries. This book marks the first time the quinaries are being presented as a practicable delineation technique.9 The astrologer now has unprecedented access to the body of significations attributed to each of the angels and demons, enabling them to add further nuance to chart interpretation. The scheme of zodiacal rulership is also made clear—one need only know the degree and sign of a planet to determine its quinary, and then assign and assess angelic and demonic influence. In the two-thousand-plus-year history of horoscopic astrology, there have been very few innovations and only a handful of lost techniques that have been reconstructed.10 The component parts of this quinarian delineation technique are historically and philosophically grounded in the most esoteric corners of the Western astrological tradition, which is why they have managed to elude systemization—until now.

It should be remembered that all serious astrological analysis is multifactorial. The quinaries are not a substitute for the common methods of interpretation; they are supplemental to them. The delineation of planets configured in signs and houses is central to the art, but delineation is enhanced when extended techniques such as the quinarian approach are applied. The angelic and demonic dimension afforded by the quinaries simply sheds further light on the existing placements in a figure. When several techniques are wed in this manner, a fuller picture emerges from the puzzle of astrological symbolism; the astrologer’s hypotheses are accepted or rejected; and the true nature and character of the chart reveals itself. The depth and complexity of astrology is made clear in such a methodological synthesis.

This book is an attempt to bridge two worlds—the astrological and the magical—as these domains are mutually beneficial and, to some extent, activate each other. The qabalist, ceremonial magician, or Solomonic exorcist, approaching the subject with experience in their specialized corner of occultism, will see the underlying cosmic unity that only a developed sense of astrology can make possible. While most magicians working within the grimoire tradition will be familiar with elections, this book may inspire them to apply the angelic and demonic significations to natal and horary astrology. The modern astrologer, not typically conversant with the other Western esoteric traditions, will gain access to a new angelic and demonic dimension to their work, which they may then utilize in chart delineation, adding further detail and nuance to their art. This sort of exposure may even lead the intrepid astrologer into operative magical experimentation, such as the construction and consecration of talismans. For what is magic but the enchanted technology by which we accentuate the positive and mitigate the negative terrestrial effects of the stars and planets?

This book was written with the practitioner in mind. It is intended to aid in the practical synthesis of astrology and Western occultism by situating the 72 quinaries at the intersection of the two, in their rightful astrological context, and establishing them as a practicable technique. This is not to say that the quinarian lens should be the only one applied but, as most astrologers can affirm, when an astrologer gains similar results from applying several techniques, they are likely close to the truth. Using the quinaries as one of several metrics employed in judging charts has enriched my personal astrological practice.11 And, reciprocally, astrological proficiency has greatly enhanced my magical practice, particularly in terms of navigating astrological weather and engaging cosmic momentum in an operation. I feel confident that both the magician and the astrologer stand to gain by this peculiar quinarian synthesis of astrology and magic.

The Structure and Use of This Book

Chapter 1 contains a short overview of traditional* astrological doctrine, providing a theoretical foundation for those who are unfamiliar with the art as it was practiced and understood before its New Age recuperation and popular psychologization in the twentieth century. Chapter 2 deals with the angels of the Shem HaMephorash, their emergence and the qabalistic lore built around them, as well as a helpful overview of basic qabalistic principles. In the third chapter, I introduce the demons of the Ars Goetia, outlining their origins in antiquity and the Solomonic grimoire tradition as well as discussing their pairing with the Shem HaMephorash angels. Chapter 3 also contains a survey of the Solomon Magus tradition, which examines the often-overlooked roles of the king as an exorcist and controller of demons. In chapter 4, the zodiacal degrees ruled by each angel and demon are given, along with their significations, attributes, sigils, and seals. This is the most important chapter for those wishing to immediately employ the quinaries in chart analysis. The reader will likely be in and out of this reference section a lot. It is not necessarily meant to be read page by page as much as it is to be consulted on a case-by-case basis in the context of chart delineation. In chapters 5, 6, and 7, I demonstrate the application of this quinarian technique in the context of natal, electional, and horary astrology, respectively. Chapter 8 examines some of the magical applications of this technique, including the composition and consecration of quinarian talismans. And, finally, chapter 9 is a general summary of the subject along with some parting thoughts on the philosophical implications of quinarian astrology. These implications are quite vast, especially when you consider that, for the first time in the history of the art, we are now able to astrologize on the purely noetic plane, beyond the fixed stars and the zodiac. The door is now open to an intellectual, angelic astrology.

I have included a helpful glossary in the back of the book, as the use of some specialized terms was unavoidable. It is hoped that readers will familiarize themselves with the historical context of the angels and demons under consideration, develop a sound theoretical basis, reference their significations and attributes in chapter 4, and, finally, utilize this occult technique in natal, electional, and horary astrology. The intrepid astrologer-magician may also consider using the quinaries in magical operations and talisman making. This book is, after all, oriented toward both the magical and astrological practitioner and is arranged to give them the historical, theoretical, and practical tools necessary to apply these 72 quinarian keys of occult astrology to their own practice.




*The part, also called Arabic part or lot, is a theoretical point, usually the distance between two planets, projected from the ascendant.




*Traditional astrology generally refers to Hellenistic, Perso-Arabic, medieval, and Renaissance astrology, or otherwise as the art existed before the collapse of the enchanted worldview and its subsequent psychologization in the twentieth century.
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1 The 72 Quinaries

The 72 quinaries, or 5-degree zodiacal subdivisions, are the technical foundation of our study. They are the astrological system into which the angels of the Shem HaMephorash and the demons of the Ars Goetia are fitted. Each quinary is governed by a qabalistic angel and a Solomonic demon. These pairs emanate their influence* through the quinaries, which modify the expression of any planet, part, or angle placed within their cusps or boundaries.

Though a certain degree of technical proficiency in astrology will have to be presumed, we will begin with a short orientation on the elements and scope of the art. This general introduction will include some of the theory and philosophy supporting traditional Western tropical astrology, which in some ways differs from the modern, post-theosophical, psychologized astrology of today. This will help us to contextualize the quinaries—historically and philosophically—and illustrate how they are situated within this system. From there, we will address the celestial mechanics of the quinaries. Finally, we will examine some of the existing material on the quinaries as well as the history of their presence in astromythology and stellar lore.


Astrological Orientation

It is impossible to understand traditional astrology without having a grasp of the worldview upon which it is based. The Ptolemaic system1 was the standing cosmological paradigm for over fifteen hundred years, until the Copernican Revolution in the sixteenth century. It was built upon the foundation of Aristotle’s physics. Though this model was geocentric, we need not picture it that way. All we need to digest is that Earth is at the symbolic center because it is the locus of human consciousness; it is our point of observation. We know Earth is not the center of our solar system—as did many of the ancients—but we experience the cosmos from this perspective. All that is necessary to astrologize is that we take the imaginary pin out of the sun and stick it in Earth, making it stationary—all the other movements are the same as the modern heliocentric model. This is what we might call the georeferential model: Earth is the reference point from which we observe the cosmos. Astrology is georeferential, not geocentric.2

According to the Ptolemaic cosmology, the sublunary sphere (Earth) is nested inside the sphere of the moon, which is why we call it sublunar: it is the region beneath the moon. The four classical elements—earth, water, air, and fire—comprise the states of all matter in the sublunary sphere, and they are listed here in their pregravitational order, from the density of earth to the rarity of fire. Aristotle referred to this stratification as the doctrine of natural place.3 He observed that the mixed elements, if left undisturbed, will naturally separate in this order, but they are in a constant state of generation and corruption. Being sublunar, the elements are subject to change via the permutations of the four qualities: moisture, coldness, dryness, and heat. This bit of Aristotelian natural philosophy surfaces again in astrology as the doctrine
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