
        
            [image: cover]
        

    
 


Walk as Jesus Walked

Volume I: The Teachings of Jesus

 


Copyright 2018 Dr. Steven J. Bassett

Published by Dr. Steven J. Bassett at Smashwords

 


 


 


Smashwords Edition License Notes

 


Thank you for downloading this ebook. You are welcome
to share it with your friends. This book may be reproduced, copied
and distributed for non-commercial purposes, provided the book
remains in its complete original form. If you enjoyed this book,
please return to your favorite ebook retailer to discover other
works by this author. Thank you for your support.


Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 - Are You Following the Teachings of
Jesus?

Chapter 2 - This World Is Not Our Home

Chapter 3 - We Need to Be Christ-like

Chapter 4 – We Must Avoid Hypocrisy

Chapter 5 - Salvation: More than a Simple
Prayer

Chapter 6 - Good Soil Produces a Great Crop

Chapter 7 - Jesus Is the 'Word of God'

Chapter 8 - We Must Do the Will of the Father

Chapter 9 - Be in Prayer Always

Chapter 10 - Do the Things Jesus Said and Did

Chapter 11 – Jesus Rules All of Creation

Chapter 12 - The Bread of Life

Chapter 13 - Are You Walking as Jesus Walked?

Chapter 14 - Avoid Manmade Traditions and
Doctrines

Chapter 15 - We Need Unity in the Body of
Christ

Conclusion

About Hen Soma-One Body Ministries


 Introduction

The following collection of messages were
derived from separate Hen Soma-One Body Ministries "Word for Today"
online postings titled "The Teachings of Jesus." On the surface it
is often assumed that most people have a pretty good idea of what
Jesus taught. However, just how much do you really know about what
Jesus taught? How do His teachings apply to those who claim to be
Christians? You would be surprised how little those who claim to be
a Christian know about what Jesus taught. Thus, this series on the
Teachings of Jesus is essential for all who wish to experience
spiritual growth and a better understanding of how to walk as Jesus
walked. If you are one of the few who already know these teachings
then this book will reinforce and bless you as you continue to grow
in your walk with Christ. It is important to note that each one of
the messages in this book were posted on separate occasions over a
period of several months. Consequently, some portions of these
messages may appear to be redundant to you as the reader, but this
is only because the original postings took place over a broader
span of time than it may take you to read this book. Furthermore,
the chapters in this book are not sequential or in series and can
be read in any order as each message was derived at separate times
from the Spirit of God. As followers of Christ it is essential we
learn to walk as Jesus walked. Therefore, the best place to begin
in our walk is with what Jesus taught as recorded in the bible.
Once we learn to walk as Jesus walked, we will begin to enjoy a
life filled with faith, hope, and love. If we fail to know and
follow the teachings of Jesus, we can quickly find ourselves living
a life filled with fear, uncertainty, and anxiety. My prayer is the
Lord will use these messages to inspire you to live a deeper
spiritual life as you grow and learn how to walk as our Lord
walked. Moreover, I pray these messages will further equip you as a
servant of our Lord to inspire others to walk as He walked.
Furthermore, if you are unsure if you are spiritually reborn and
received the gift of eternal life my prayer is the Spirit will use
these messages to plant and water the seeds of faith and bring you
to repentance and full surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally,
I pray these messages will help the Church to unite all around the
world in prayer, fellowship, and love. Please take time to pray
before and after reading these messages to allow the Holy Spirit to
minister to you as you spiritually grow in the understanding of the
Father's purpose for your life here on earth. "Whoever claims to
abide in Him must walk as Jesus walked." (1 John 2:6). Please feel
free to share any comments or questions concerning these messages
at hensoma.onebody@gmail.com.
Amen!

 


Hen Soma Ministries meets each week online to share
in koinonia with others who are in Christ and as He wills. These
intimate small group meetings offer fellow servants from around the
world to share in Spirit-led koinonia. If you are interested in
joining with us, please send me an email to hensoma.onebody@gmail.com so I can connect
with you.

 



 Chapter
1 - Are You Following the Teachings of Jesus?

As Christians, it is essential we live our lives
according to the teachings of Jesus in order to walk as He walked.
"Whoever claims to abide in Him must walk as Jesus walked." (1 John
2:6). Disappointingly, over the years I have been surprised by just
how many who claim to be Christians, many who are regular
churchgoers, have little or no idea what Jesus taught and how
essential these teachings are for one's spiritual growth. Some say
they have heard these principles from teachings in weekly sermons
or bible studies, but most say they really can't recall the
specifics from these teachings. Do you the reader actually know the
teachings that Jesus provided for His true followers to live by?
Well, if you have any doubt you can understand why this series on
the Teachings of Jesus is essential for your spiritual growth. If
you're one of the few who are confident that you know these
teachings then this book will reinforce and bless you with
continued growth in your walk with Christ.

Today's modern churches place their primary
emphasis on the fact that the teachings of Jesus are simply
intended to bring the unsaved of the world into the kingdom of
heaven. Regrettably, because of this, many churchgoers have little
or no understanding of how the teachings of Jesus apply to the life
of a person once they become a Christian. Moreover, many who claim
to be Christians spend a great deal of time focused on the
teachings of the Apostles found in their letters to early believers
and almost no time on the actual teachings of Jesus. Let there be
no mistake, it is a great thing to know the scriptures inspired by
the Word of God Himself, Jesus. The scriptures contain the
instructions and ingredients needed to make us wise for salvation
through faith in the Son of God. In fact, "All scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for instruction, for conviction, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, so that the man of
God may be complete, fully equipped for every good work." (2
Timothy 3:15-17). However, there is still far too little focus on
the importance of what Jesus taught as found in the four Gospels
and how these teachings apply to Christian living.

Modern traditional manmade doctrines place
such a heavy focus on how the Gospels provide the good news of
salvation for those who are unsaved that the teachings of Jesus for
His true followers are overlooked. Truthfully, the focus of these
traditional teachings place little or no emphasis on the hard
things that accompany what Jesus taught concerning how Christians
should live. There are many examples of this throughout the
Gospels, here is just one from the Gospel of Luke. Jesus said,
"Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed
are you who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when
people hate you, and when they exclude you and insult you and
reject your name as evil because of the Son of Man." (Luke
6:20-22).

Yet, many of today's manmade doctrines teach
that Christians should be blessed with great prosperity not wanting
for anything and they achieve this by claiming whatever they want
in Jesus' name. Sadly, they also teach that if we do not get what
we ask for it is because we lack faith. Others teach that the Lord
wishes Christians to find happiness in a comfortable life here on
earth while enjoying all of the harmless pleasures this world has
to offer. Once again, this teaching is based on living a life
focused on the pleasures of this world. Some teachings even implore
Christians to maintain a good reputation in the world even if it
means they have to soften the teachings of Jesus (water down) to
not offend others. In other words, compromise the message for the
comfort of one's self and of others. All of these teachings are
contrary to what Jesus taught us about how His true followers
should experience life here on earth.

Jesus said that for the few who choose to
surrender their lives to follow Him they can expect to experience
suffering, hunger, and public ridicule for His namesake. This does
not sound like Christians can expect to live a comfortable life
while here on earth unless they are willing to compromise their
faith. The truth is, for someone to live the comfortable life spoke
of in these manmade doctrines all they have to do is choose to live
life as they did before their so-called surrender of their lives to
serve the kingdom of heaven. This is exactly what the spirit of
this world desires, to have people who "claim" to be Christians pay
no regard to what Jesus taught. However, true Christians cannot
compromise there walk to live as the world does because the Holy
Spirit will continue to teach and guide them toward righteous
living for the heavenly Father. Thus, those claiming to be
Christians and yet who continue to live as the world does are
deceived and continue to live to please their father (Satan).

Jesus taught us that in the end there will
be a great blessing for all who do endure the hardships of this
world. "Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your
reward in heaven. For their fathers (religious teachers) treated
the prophets in the same way." (Luke 6:23). However, for those who
disregard His teachings, Jesus had a very different message. "But
woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your
comfort. Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will hunger. Woe
to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to you when
all men speak well of you, for their fathers treated the false
prophets in the same way." (Luke 6:24-26).

You see, for the true Christian this world
is not our home and we are not to store up treasures while here on
earth. On the contrary, we are called to take whatever we are
blessed with (time, money, etc.) and share it with others who are
suffering from lack of earthly needs. Manmade doctrines, based on
tradition handed down through the years, tell us to give all of our
resources to the "local church." This way the leaders of these
establishments can spread these resources around to the needy as
they see fit. Unfortunately, far too many do this only after they
balance their budgets driven more on wants than on true needs. Only
after paying their bills do they ponder how to disseminate the
remaining resources. Sadly, there is usually only a small percent
of the offerings left over to donate to whatever good cause these
religious organizations decide to support. The real travesty is
many of these local church organizations make these donations
(usually quite piously) to take credit for the good things they are
doing for the Lord. On the surface this does not seem to be a bad
way to give to those in need, but by doing this are we truly being
good stewards with the blessings handed down to us from above
intended for the needy? Regrettably, many who claim to know Christ
default to this method of giving because it is convenient or
because they don't want to invest the time and effort to
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