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		About the Author

		Gary Greene has been working as a professional artist continuously since 1967. During his career, Gary has worked as a fine artist, instructor, author, photographer, art director, designer and illustrator. He is the founder and owner of GGArt, a business he began in 1984 and still successfully operates today. Gary graduated magna cum laude from the University of Hard Knocks.

		Gary works in numerous mediums, both digital and traditional, but colored pencil has been his artistic passion since 1983. He is a pioneer in the use of water-soluble colored pencils as a mainline fine art medium and has developed or refined new techniques for colored pencil. Some of his paintings may require upwards of 500 hours to complete and when people see them they often exclaim, “That’s colored pencil?”

		The Ultimate Guide to Colored Pencil is Gary's tenth North Light book. His first book, Creating Textures in Colored Pencil, sold many thousands of copies worldwide and was in print for more than twelve years. His other books dealing with colored pencil: Colored and Watercolor Pencil—No Experience Required!, Capturing Radiant Flowers in Colored Pencil, and Painting with Water-Soluble Colored Pencils have also been bestsellers in their genre, enjoying long histories and international distribution. Gary originated the Artist’s Photo Reference book series and authored five titles on Flowers, Landscapes, Buildings& Barns, Boats & Nautical Scenes and Reflections, Textures & Backgrounds. Gary has also written articles for (among others) The Artist’s Magazine, American Artist and International Artist magazines.

		Gary’s colored pencil art has won numerous national and international awards including the Colyer-Weston Art League National Art Merit Competition, The Artist’s Magazine National Art Competition, and three Colored Pencil Society of America (CPSA) Awards of Excellence. He has conducted workshops, demonstrations, and lectures in the United States, Canada and Asia since 1985. Visit Gary at his website, www.ggart.biz.
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			Introduction

		

		The Ultimate Guide to Colored Pencil is my tenth book for North Light Books, the fifth on colored pencil. Although I try to avoid clichés, the only way to describe my nearly two-year journey in producing this book is that it has truly been a labor of love.

		My previous colored pencil books were primarily targeted for artists new to the medium, but The Ultimate Guide to Colored Pencil includes demonstrations that challenge more advanced colored pencil artists, alongside demonstrations newcomers can learn and then move on to the more sophisticated lessons.

		Producing this book has broadened my own artistic horizons as well, inspiring me to create a variety of demonstrations with new approaches and innovations.

		As in all of my books, every effort has been made to write the instructional text as clearly and concisely as possible, entirely without “artspeak,” so don’t bother looking for the term “juxtapose”—it’s not found anywhere in this book.

		

Gary Greene
Woodinville, Washington
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		Materials and
 TOOLS

		This chapter explores the properties of colored pencils: what they are, what they do, how they work, how they differ and what they have in common. It also includes in-depth information on essential materials and tools such as papers, solvents, sharpeners, erasers, lengtheners as well as complete color range charts for all major colored pencil brands.

		
		Anatomy of a Colored Pencil

		Many folks believe that colored pencils are only for drawing because they look like graphite pencils and are not liquid. This is not true at all. Colored pencil is a versatile, two-dimensional medium, and works of art created with colored pencil are paintings, not drawings.

		A colored pencil consists of a core (often mistakenly called a lead, such as in a graphite pencil) composed of pigment compressed with a wax or vegetable binder. The core is surrounded by a casing—two pieces of either round or hexagon-shaped wood with a groove routed down the center. The casing, usually made of cedar, is cemented together and painted or varnished. The end of the pencil nearest where the brand name is stamped is usually capped to prevent artists from sharpening it away. Some colored pencils brands, such as Prismacolor, Art Stix and Cretacolors have no caps.
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		What Are Colored Pencils?

		There are generally three parts to a colored pencil: the core, the casing and the cap. Most colored pencils are capped and sharpened at purchase. Two casing halves are laminated together and painted or varnished the same color as the core. Sometimes the casing is painted black.
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		Colored Pencil Types 

		Colored pencils come in three categories: wax-based, oil-based and water-soluble.

		Wax-based colored pencils are the most common. Their cores consist of pigment bound together with wax, which has a creamy consistency for easier application. Wax-based colored pencils are more prone to breakage, wear down more quickly and give off considerable debris. Wax-based colored pencils are also susceptible to bloom— a thin, powdery film that appears on the artwork shortly after the color is applied (we'll talk more about wax bloom).

		Oil-based colored pencils have a vegetable oil binder instead of wax, giving them a slightly harder core. They tend to break less than wax-based pencils, giving off less debris. Oil-based pencils are less creamy in consistency, but since they contain little or no wax, they do not bloom. Oil-based pencils can be mixed with wax-based pencils, though bloom from the wax-based pencils will still occur.

		Water-soluble colored pencils can be wax or oil-based. The core is made of an emulsifying agent mixed with a binder that allows them to be liquefied with water. Water-soluble colored pencils are not watercolors, though many people call them “watercolor pencils.” Most water-soluble pencils have the same smooth consistency as wax or oil pencils, some with a slightly harder core.
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		Colored Pencil Types 
There are three types of colored pencil: Water-soluble (top), oil-based (middle) and wax-based (bottom).

		Wax-Based Colored Pencils 

		There are many brands and varieties of wax-based colored pencils on the market, but two common brands that I prefer are Sanford Prismacolor and Derwent.

		Sanford Prismacolor
Sanford Prismacolor pencils are best known for their creamy, soft consistency. Because of their high wax content, no other colored pencil applies and blends as smoothly. However, there are drawbacks to using pencils with a high wax content. They require frequent sharpening because they wear down quickly and break easily, they give off considerable crumbs, and they produce wax bloom. Prisma-colors are easily identified because they are the only colored pencils not pre-sharpened or capped at either end. They are manufactured in the United States and are offered in three distinct sub-categories of wax-based colored pencils:
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		An Assortment of Wax-Based Colored Pencils 
From top: Prismacolor Art Stix, Caran d'Ache Neocolor II Water-Soluble Wax Pencil, Derwent Colour-soft, Caran d'Ache Luminance 6901, Prismacolor Verithin, Prismacolor. Note that the Prismacolors are not capped or sharpened (more bang for your buck). The Derwent casing is painted brown, and the pigment color is noted by the color of the cap.

		1. Prismacolor Premier are artist quality, thick core pencils. They have the widest color range of any brand at 132 colors.

		2. Prismacolor Verithin pencils, distinguished by their slender hexagonal casings, have the hardest, thinnest and lowest wax content cores of any colored pencil, making them invaluable for producing layouts, cleaning up edges and working small areas. The 36-color range matches the most widely used colors in the Prismacolor Premier line.

		3. Art Stix are similar in appearance to pastels, but are Prismacolor Premier pencils in stick form. They can be used to cover large areas quickly or sharpened for detailed work. Art Stix are available in a range of 48 popular Premier colors.

		Derwent 
Derwent wax-based colored pencils are manufactured in England and are available in four lines; three differ primarily in hardness and one is water-soluble.

		1. Derwent Coloursoft pencils have thick cores and are nearly as soft as Prismacolors, with a slightly chalky feel. Available in its own range of 72 colors.

		2. Derwent Artist pencils are moderately hard and have a slightly waxy, thick core. They are available in 120 colors in the deluxe hardwood box set or in a range of 72 colors.

		3. Derwent Studio pencils have hard, chalky thin cores and are best suited for layering. Available in the same range of 72 as the Artist and Watercolour lines.

		4. Derwent Watercolour pencils have the same characteristics as the Studio line, except for their solubility. They're available in the same range of 72 as the Artist and Studio lines.

		Caran d'Ache 
Caran d’Ache Luminance 6901 colored pencils are super-soft, wax-based colored pencils containing pigments that are resistant to UV rays, are 100 percent lightfast, and 61 of the 76 colors carry the highest international standard for colored pencil lightfastness, ASTM D-6901. Their thick, round casings are made of lightly varnished, environmentally correct California cedar. Luminance 6901 colored pencils are superb performers for any colored pencil technique. But wait, there's more: When purchased open stock, Luminance 6901's cost over three times as much as the average wax-based colored pencil.

		Caran d’Ache also makes excellent oil-based and water-soluble colored pencils, as well as wax pastels, all of which are described on the next few pages.

		Oil-Based Colored Pencils 

		Faber-Castell Polychromos are high quality, oil-based pencils from Germany. The 120 colors are somewhat harder than wax-based pencils, but they do not have a dry or chalky feel. Their thick cores have a special coating that inhibits breakage, enabling Polychromos pencils to keep sharp points, and unlike wax-based colored pencils, leave far less crumbs in the work area.

		Caran d’Ache Pablo have all of the advantages oil-based colored pencils, yet feel soft and creamy like a wax-based pencil. These beautifully made Swiss pencils have a range of 120 colors, many of which are unique.

		Lyra Rembrandt Polycolor are similar to the Polychromos pencils, but have a range of 72 colors. They have a feel somewhere between a Pablo and a Polychromos pencil. Polycolor pencils are manufactured in Germany.
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		Assortment of Oil-Based Colored Pencils 
Oil-based pencils are a bit more expensive than wax-based, but because they tend to break less, they last longer. Oil-based brands from top to bottom: Rembrandt Polycolor by Lyra, Pablo by Caran d'Ache, and Polychromos by Faber-Castell.

		Water-Soluble Colored Pencils 

		Faber-Castell Albrecht Dürer pencils have a range of 120 colors and core consistency that match their sister oil-based Polychromos pencils. Albrecht Dürer are the only water-soluble colored pencils that completely dissolve when water is added. Their hexagon shaped casings are slightly thicker than most standard electric pencil sharpeners and pencil lengtheners can accommodate, so it's

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
			
				
				
			
			
				
						1: Color available as 
Prismacolor Verithin
						2: Color available as
 Prismacolor Art Stix
						3: Color available as
 Prismacolor Watercolor
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