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Mia ran down the warm sand and waved to Toby. Her yellow swimsuit flashed in the sunlight. Lily and Jack followed, laughing as the sea breeze pushed at their hair.

"Let's build the biggest sandcastle ever," Mia said. Toby grinned and lifted his green swim shirt away from the heat. Jack gave a loud cheer, while Lily clapped her hands. The four friends stood close to the waves, their eyes on the wide stretch of sand ahead. The day felt bright, and the ocean roared softly in the background.

Toby dropped his green bucket by the shore. "We can make tall towers," he said, scooping wet sand into the bucket. Jack looked around for a flat spot where the sand was firm.

He pointed near the water. "Here’s perfect," Jack said. The others nodded and carried their tools toward the spot. Mia followed with her small shovel, her eyes on the shiny wet sand. Lily bent down to feel the smooth surface. The gentle waves rolled nearby, promising plenty of sand for their castle.

Lily knelt in her purple swimsuit and patted the sand smooth. "This will be our castle yard," she said with a smile. Mia crouched down and started shaping a wall with her hands.

Toby watched and added sand to one side. Jack carried more sand from the shore, setting it in a neat pile. The yard began to take shape, a wide flat area surrounded by the rising wall. The friends worked quietly for a moment, listening to the splash and hiss of the waves behind them.

The friends worked together, passing buckets and shovels back and forth. Jack said, "I'll dig a moat." He grabbed his shovel and began carving a ring around the yard.

Toby grinned and splashed water into the trench, making the sand darker and firm. Mia smoothed the wall with her hands, pressing gently so it would hold. Lily fetched more wet sand from the shore. The castle began to look grand, with its moat shining under the sun.

Mia pressed shells into the walls for decoration. She picked ones with bright stripes and tiny holes. Lily said, "These look like tiny windows." She touched one gently so it would stay in place.

The sun made the sand sparkle, lighting up each shell like a jewel. Toby brought more shells from the shore, dropping them into Mia’s hand. Jack stepped back to admire the walls. "It’s starting to look fancy," he said. The castle stood proud against the bright sky.

Jack shaped a tall tower, but it leaned a little to one side. "Careful," Toby warned, steadying it with both hands. Jack packed more sand around the base until it stood firm.

Mia clapped when the tower stayed straight. Lily brushed loose grains away from the edges. "It’s the tallest one yet," she said. Jack smiled and added a small flag made from a stick and seaweed. The tower caught the sunlight, making their castle look even more like a real fortress.

"Let’s make a gate," Mia said, looking at the front wall. Lily carved an arch with her shovel, pressing carefully so it would not break. Jack cheered, "It looks like a real castle now."

Toby stepped through the arch and laughed. "I’m the first visitor," he said. Mia added a shell above the gate like a crest. The friends stood for a moment to admire the entrance. The waves rolled gently nearby, but the castle felt safe and strong.
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A small wave rolled closer, leaving foam at their feet. Toby asked, "Do you think the water will reach us?"

Mia looked at the tide and saw it pushing higher. Lily stepped back from the moat and watched the ripples. Jack glanced at the wet sand near the wall. The friends stood still for a moment, listening to the soft rush of the ocean. The wave faded, but another was already moving toward them.

The waves crept nearer and the moat began to fill. Lily said, "It’s coming faster." Her voice was quick and a little worried. Jack frowned and grabbed his bucket.

Mia saw the water swirling into the trench. Toby stepped back, his toes sinking into the wet sand. "We have to do something," he said. The friends looked at each other, ready to act before the next wave hit.

Mia clapped her hands. "We need to protect it!" Toby nodded quickly. "Let’s find something to block the water."

Jack




















































d2d_images/cover.jpg
The
Sandcastle
Rescue

4 by Randy





d2d_images/image002.png





d2d_images/image003.png





