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About the Author
Anna Lopez is a passionate writer who has had a taste for playful fiction since her childhood. With a husband, a daughter, and a set of twins to look after, there is plenty to keep Anna busy and away from her desk! When Anna learned that she could use her love of writing to help her children to grow and learn valuable lessons, she put all distractions aside and created these stories for her little ones.

She is excited to see what other parents think of her tales and she is happy to know that her meaningful messages and lessons will help to shape the lives and minds of little ones across the world. At the young and vibrant age of 36, Anna is planning on writing many more stories in the future to entertain and teach children. 

Her talent has taken Anna and her children on many adventures, into many different settings, and has given life lessons to help them learn and grow. 

They’ve overcome their fears of the dark, they’ve dealt with their worries about potty training and bath time, they’ve learned to love their school and honor their teachers, they’ve learned what healthy foods look like, and they’ve learned the powers of kindness and sharing. 

The characters that Anna has created have served as her tools and companions in helping herself and her family to face the challenges and the fears that at large in the world today. With so many odds stacked against normalcy and calm living, Anna has used her talent for storytelling and character creation to help her children to see the light and to do everything in their power to make the world a better place. 

Because of recent difficulties in the world today, all of Anna’s attention has been turned to her family and her writing. With no other full-time job to stand in the way, her passion for bringing educational, inspiring, and helpful stories to the youth of today is the top priority. It’s time to take her dream out of the drawer, dust it off, and help all the other mothers in the world to help their children through the problems and troubles with growing up. 
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Dino’s Ultimate Pizza Pie Deluxe
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Dino loves to cook more than anything in the whole wide world! Wherever he goes, there are new delicious flavors to taste, new wonderful foods to try, and so many things to learn! Have you ever gone to a new restaurant and tasted new foods and new flavors that were just so good, you had to have a second bite? 

Taking that second bite is Dino’s favorite because he gets to feel all excited all over again. The only problem is that with chompers as big as Dino’s, just a couple of bites and the whole meal is all gone!

One day, Dino decided that he was going to get everything he needed to make his very own pizza. He daydreamed about all the delicious things he could put on top of the pizza. 

“What kind of cheese can I put on my pizza?” he thought to himself while he wrote his grocery list. “Oh, I know! I’ll get some delicious mozzarella cheese. Soft, white, delicious cheese that will get oh, so gooey when I bake it! Dino scribbled the item onto the list and went right back to work thinking about the next topping for his pizza. 

“Wait a minute! I can’t decide what goes on the pizza if I haven’t chosen a name for it! How will I decide what it’s supposed to taste like if I don’t give it a name?” Dino put his pencil down and thought hard for a moment. With a hand on his chin and the other hand snapping in the air, he tried his very best to think of the perfect name for the pizza he would create. 

“Oh! I think I’ll call it Dino’s Ultimate Delicious Pizza Pie Deluxe!” Dino scribbled the name onto the top of his shopping list and stared at it for a moment. “That’s the perfect name to describe the perfect pizza!” Once again, Dino put his hand on his chin and snapped in the air while he thought of the delicious things he would like to put on his pizza. 

As he thought more about the Ultimate Delicious Pizza Pie Deluxe, Dino thought that he might like to try it with some basil leaves on top. Maybe some delicious meats as well like pepperoni and prosciutto. Maybe he could add just a little bit of spice to the pizza as well by adding some spicy pepper to it. Dino loved a nice, warm spice in his pizza. Not enough to set your whole mouth on fire, just enough that you know it’s there! 

Once Dino had his whole grocery list planned, he got his bags ready to head out to the shops for all his ingredients. He locked up his front door and hopped onto his Vespa bike to zoom around the square. The first place he needed to go was the bakery. He needed the very best flour to make the very best crust for his pizza. He walked all the way to the bakery and walked in. 

“Ciao, Dino!” The baker was always happy to see Dino and to hear about the wonderful things he would be cooking in his kitchen. 

“Ciao, Pietro! I am looking for some of the very best flour. Can you help me? I would normally go to the shop, but I think you’re the only person I trust to give me exactly what I need.”

“Certainly, Dino. For you, I will give my very best flour. What is it you are making today?” Dino looked around to make sure no one was listening and leaned over the counter to whisper. 

“I’m going to be making the ultimate pizza.”

“The ultimate pizza, you say? Well, now that really sounds like something. I’ll make you a deal, Dino.” Dino smiled and leaned in closer. “If you give me a slice of that ultimate pizza of yours, I will give you the flour for free.” Dino’s eyes lit up and he smiled brightly at Pietro. 

“Well, that sounds like a great deal! The dough must rest overnight, so tomorrow, I will bring the delicious slice right to your door!”

“It’s a deal, Dino!” Pietro scurried off to the back room and prepared a sack of the finest flour for the job. He brought it out and handed it to Dino with a giant smile. “Good luck! I hope it’s everything you imagined!” 

Dino hurried out of the bakery, stuffing the bag of flour into one of his tote bags as he ran to the vegetable stand. He would need tomatoes, basil, a fresh bulb of garlic, some dried peppers, and a delicious red onion. As he ran to his Vespa, his tote bags swished around him. He could feel the flour flopping back and forth with every exciting step he took. 

Across the square, he could see the produce cart the farmer had wheeled into the square. That would be the perfect place for him to get the next items on his list. He strapped his helmet onto his head and zipped right over to the cart. 

“Ciao, Dino!” The friendly rabbit who owned a farm just outside the city greeted him warmly. “Looking for some delicious vegetables today?”

“Ciao, Leo! Yes, I am! I am looking for the very best ingredients for something I’m making. I think you’re just the rabbit to help me with it.” The friendly rabbit peeked at the list in Dino’s hand as a smile popped onto his face. 

“Say, Ultimate Pizza Pie Deluxe sounds like a big deal! From the sounds of it, that will be quite the pizza. What delicious produce can we put on your pizza?” 

“Well, I definitely need some tomatoes so I can make a delicious sauce. I need some basil and garlic, too. Oh, and a red onion!” 

“You’re in luck! I have just the things you need. Get your bag ready!” Dino held his bag out to the friendly rabbit and smiled happily. As Dino was looking from the rabbit to his cart, he noticed a beautiful bulb of garlic sitting in the center. It was the most perfect bulb of garlic Dino had ever seen and he just knew he had to have it. 

“How much for that beautiful bulb of garlic, Leo? It’s beautiful and I think it would make a perfect addition to my deluxe pizza.” 

“Oh, well I’m not sure. I was going to keep that bulb for myself so I could make a delicious soup for dinner tomorrow night. I suppose if you would be willing to share your pizza with me when it’s done, I could let you have this garlic.” 

“Really?” Dino was so excited, his eyes sparkled as he stared at the beautiful, delicious bulb. 

“For a friend and customer like you, anything!” Leo piled the ingredients into the bag as Dino held it open for him. Dino paid for the other ingredients and sped off on his way to the butcher shop. He would need some delicious meats and cheese to make the perfect pizza 

With his bags on his shoulders, he zipped across the city to get to his favorite butcher shop. Billy the bear was the local butcher and he always had the most delicious foods on display. If Dino was lucky, Billy would have samples out for him to try. The last time he was there, he got to try some meat that was spiced so nicely, Dino dreamed about it for three nights! 

Dino parked his Vespa outside the butcher shop and ran inside. He could already smell all the delicious herbs and seasonings inside. Was that a hint of smoky flavor he could smell? Oh, the choices... Dino walked up to the glass case at the front of the shop and hopped from foot to foot as he waited for the butcher to come out from the back room. He tapped the little bell and looked through the meats on display. 

“Well, if it isn’t Dino Chef! How are you today, my boy? Cooking up something delicious in that kitchen, no doubt!”

“I certainly would like to be! I’m trying to make the most delicious pizza that’s ever been made, but I think I could use some ideas. I wanted to put pepperoni and prosciutto on it, but looking at the meats you have on display here, I’m not sure that would be the most ultimate, deluxe, and delicious way to go. Can you help me?”

“Well, I’d love to! What if you used a spicy sausage instead of pepperoni? That would burst more flavor into your pizza! And for cheese, you want this type of mozzarella here. Some parmesan in the mix will add some nice flavor. Do you have basil?”

“I do have basil! I have the best flour to use for my crust, I have delicious tomatoes, garlic, basil, and red onion!” 

“These ingredients should all make a wonderful pizza, my boy!” As Billy was talking, he noticed a slicing board on the counter with something on it. 

“What is that, Billy? It looks like sausage...” 

“This? This is called the soppressata. This is called a cured sausage, which means that it has been spiced with fennel, garlic, oregano, and basil and dried. When you slice it, it looks a little bit like pepperoni, but the flavors are much deeper. Would you like to try some, my friend?” Dino nodded as he looked at the delicious meat. Billy sliced a thin piece and handed it to Dino. 

As soon as his mouth closed around the piece of meat, his eyes glistened and his taste buds leaped for joy. 

“Billy! This is wonderful! Did you make this meat yourself?” 

“I did! I butchered the meat myself, seasoned it, and cured it. This is a test batch so I can see if I can sell this meat in my shop.” 

“Oh, please start selling this. This is such a wonderful flavor. Can I put this on my pizza?” Billy thought for a moment. 

“I suppose you can have this to put on your pizza. Just bring some of it by so I can taste your recipe for myself! If I like your pizza, then you and I may be able to go into business together!” Dino jumped for joy as Billy wrapped up the sausage and
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