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About This Book


Sometimes the depths of love can only be understood when lost…

Scientist and vampire Sian Tallant loves a human doctor– a relationship that’s taboo in the world she comes from. She knows she has to break both of their hearts by leaving him forever…before he finds out the truth about her dark heritage.

Unwittingly, Taz follows her into vampire territory, where he’s captured and learns that the world isn’t the safe place he’s always believed it was.

To save him, Sian has no choice but to go up against her own kind. In doing so, she takes the most dangerous risk of all– that the person who matters most to her will only fear and loathe her when he discovers who and what she really is.

Sign up to be notified of all Dale’s releases here!

Act natural. Act natural. The mantra repeated inside Sian Tallant’s mind. It might have rattled on endlessly for all the attention she paid to it. How could you act natural if you focused on being natural?


Besides there was nothing natural about what she was doing today.

Alone, like she had been so much of the time, her footsteps echoed on the white tiles flooring the odd tunnel. So much work had gone into creating this warehouse. At over 300 feet below the surface, the temperature was warmer than she’d expected. Ideal for the blood donors, though. So much pain and anger lived inside…so much horror.

At least for her.

The security gates to the blood processing warehouse loomed ahead. She was two days away from completing a two-week contract living and working down here. Two horrible days of acting like one of them. As if she were a part of the vampire organization behind this secret monstrosity. She was a vampire…but she’d never be one of them.

Not that she’d be here to finish the contract if things went according to plan.

She stifled a sob. Poor Taz.

Three hours and ten minutes.

The stone-faced guard watched her approach. She swallowed. Hard. Her fingers clenched on the small purse jammed into her lab coat pocket. She’d never been checked… yet. Straightening her spine, she gave the oversized, black suited vampire a brief smile. Cold and assessing, his narrowed gaze stared at her as she passed. Her back crawled until she turned the corner out of range of those frigid eyes. She shuddered. These past weeks, her nerves had gone from a controlled calm to a she-was-being-watched-every-moment-of-the-day edginess. If anyone found out what this company was doing, well…it would be bad…for everyone.

Coming here had been risky. Yet, she’d had no choice. Taz had to be saved.

Sian strode down the pristine white hallway. White tiles on the floor. White tiles on the ceiling. White paint on the cement walls. She winced. The color failed to put an innocent spin on the dark activity going on inside.

Crossing to the second hallway, she checked her watch. On time, as usual. Good. Everything had to appear normal. Everything. Descending to the last heavy metal door, where the carved stone walls started, Sian steeled herself for what was to come. With a deep breath, she tugged it open and stepped through. The smell assailed her first. Warm, metallic with a faint antiseptic overtone. She hated it. Despised her fellow vampires for creating this nightmare but had no way to change it. Not today. Not alone. The operation was too damn big.

Three hours and four minutes.

The offices lined the far side of the cavernous room. In the second one, at the far left, her desk waited for her, groaning under the waiting stack of lab reports. The other desks were empty. Shit. Rounds had started without her. Picking up a pad of paper, she grabbed her pen, then hurried out to catch up to her coworkers. Walking through the rows of hanging bodies to where the group had started discussions, she avoided looking at the many faces staring down at her. So much pain. So much loss. Human loss. Vampire gain.

This nightmare was almost over. Thank God.

As she caught up to the others, the team leader, Dr. Magnus, was saying, “We need to increase the dose for #376. His vitals are holding, but his last series of tests came out deficient again. It’s the second time we’ve tried to correct this. We’ll give it one more attempt. If that doesn’t work, we’ll move him to the medical center and make a final decision then.”

A shudder whispered down Sian’s back. Since when had ‘make a final decision’ become a euphemism for pulling the plug permanently and killing a man? Keeping her gaze on her clipboard, Sian refused to let her eyes reach #376’s face. She’d made that mistake on her first day. She’d been naive enough to think that studying, memorizing the human suffering would help her get these people out. Instead, those faces, twisted under their plastic casing, permanently haunted her psyche. Realizing the enormity of the problem had grounded her in reality.

She’d come for one person. Not thousands. She couldn’t help all of them. Not right now. Later. Oh, yes. Later.

Three hours.

The team moved ahead of her, discussing various cases. Sian followed. Tubes moved in and through each of the sealed units, carrying nutrients in and wastes out. Small computerized units determined the correct amounts each person needed and kept detailed records.

Her scientific mind could appreciate the simplicity of the sophisticated system. That the group who’d been cruel enough to put the system in place were her own people, astounded and horrified her. Acceptance would never happen.

Vampire and human relations had come a long way. Societies lived apart. Treaties governed all economic and social behavior between the two. Mixed relationships were a sticking point, frowned on by both sides. Obviously not everyone was on board with the current situation. This…this human harvesting system…only went to prove that.

Bastards.

Sian finished rounds with her teammates laughing and making Halloween jokes around her. She hadn’t forgotten what day it was. And didn’t need the reminder that it wouldn’t be the intimate celebration she’d originally hoped for—so long ago. If she managed to pull off tonight’s escape with Taz that would be more than enough. She kept a smile on her face, even managing to come up with a small laugh of her own, while her heart ached. Checking the time, she excused herself and headed back to her piled high desk. The lab reports needed to be checked, cases needed to be flagged and notes needed to be added. In other words, everything had to stay normal. For a little while longer.

Her gaze landed on the photo on her desk. Taz, his back turned to the camera, held her in a close embrace. Had it really been taken at his birthday party barely a month ago? Memories of happier times flooded her. Ruthlessly, she forced them back out. She couldn’t go there right now.

Two hours twenty-five minutes.

Soon. Bending her head, Sian tried to refocus on the stack of reports. And failed miserably. Anytime now, the first stage would begin. She rubbed her sweaty hands on her lab coat. Her nails itched to lengthen, the tips vibrating as instinct told her to stay alert, wary. She’d done them in a deep golden color before coming here. For Taz. It was his favorite color to match his favorite saying, “Pure gold, just like you.”

“Sian. Can I get your help back here, please?”

Shit. Her shoulders hunched. Anytime had become now. She was not ready for this.

Spinning around, Sian saw Dr. Harvard waiting at the back door. Nervous, yet knowing he couldn’t have any idea of her plans, she closed the file in front of her. The acids in her stomach awakened. “On my way.” Brushing her hair back, she pulled the mother-of-pearl hair clip out of her pocket and swept her hair up out of the way. The delay didn’t help settle her nerves at all.

Please let this work.

Her stomach acids sizzled as she approached the door. With several steps to go, her nostrils flared. Death. Disease. Body fluids. Walking into the room, she could hardly see what the problem was for the staff crowding around a single bed. Taz.

No. It was too early. Her heart swelling against pain to come, Sian worked her way to the front of the crowd. Taz lay on the bed, his plastic casing open, his stunningly muscled body nude for everyone to gawk at. She reached out to see if he was alive when her arm was grabbed from behind.

“Don’t touch. We don’t know what’s wrong with him.” Dr. Lawrence dropped her arm to stare down at the barely alive man. “He’s new. Just a couple weeks here. His vitals are off. Blood count is low, dangerously low, and he’s not breathing properly. Whole system failure in progress.”

Sian gulped, closing her eyes briefly. Surely Taz was big enough for the dose of medication she’d given him. That had always been her comfort. Big, uber healthy Taz. Indomitable Taz, brought low by a predator he hadn’t seen coming.

Please let the dose be right. Her heart seized. She loved this man with everything she had. To think she might have inadvertently killed him through the act of trying to save him was too much.

“Hey, are you alright. You look a little pale.”

Her eyelids popped open. Pale? She was a fucking vampire. Dead people wore her color every day of the year. She bit back her scathing comment. Normal. Everything had to remain normal. Mustering what little control she could, she said to the woman who’d spoken, “I’m fine. Just a little tired.”

“Have you feasted this morning? I know you’ve been working hard helping us out. As much as I need you here, I can’t have you end up as a patient causing us more work. Go. Get a snack.” Dr. Harvard nudged her shoulder.

Stumbling backward slightly, Sian breathed a sigh of relief. She couldn’t help Taz at this point. Nor could she stand there silent while they worked on him.

Better to step back. Out of sight.

She had only a few hours to go.

Two hours and five minutes.

Heading back to her desk, she opened one of her sister’s platelet bars. Sian always kept a dozen or so on hand. She’d brought three times that many here. The thought of where the blood offered freely in the downstairs lunchroom came from turned her stomach. Those poor people.

Washing her hands afterward, she sneaked back inside the medical center. Two steps inside, she halted. Her snack threatened to revolt. Taz had been moved to a gurney. Dr. Lawrence pulled the sheet up over Taz’s head and dropped it.

Sian’s heart stopped. She stared down at the still form.

“Sian. Good, you’re back. You missed all the action. Unfortunately, it’s pushed us for time. Take this body downstairs to the cooler. The orderlies will deal with it later.”

Ripping her gaze from the still form, she managed a professional smile and a nod. Inside she screamed. It? He’d said it. Like Taz was a slab of meat. Not trusting herself to speak, she held the metal bar and pushed the gurney toward the elevator. Was it her imagination or did an uncomfortable silence fill the space she’d left behind? A test? See if she had the stomach for this after her earlier exit?

Rotating her shoulders, she let them slump once the elevator doors closed and locked behind her. Thankfully the camera hung above and behind her, letting her close her eyes for a second. She didn’t dare touch the motionless shape in front
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   8. Limitation of Liability. In no event and under no legal theory,
      whether in tort (including negligence), contract, or otherwise,
      unless required by applicable law (such as deliberate and grossly
      negligent acts) or agreed to in writing, shall any Contributor be
      liable to You for damages, including any direct, indirect, special,
      incidental, or consequential damages of any character arising as a
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   END OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

   APPENDIX: How to apply the Apache License to your work.

      To apply the Apache License to your work, attach the following
      boilerplate notice, with the fields enclosed by brackets "[]"
      replaced with your own identifying information. (Don't include
      the brackets!)  The text should be enclosed in the appropriate
      comment syntax for the file format. We also recommend that a
      file or class name and description of purpose be included on the
      same "printed page" as the copyright notice for easier
      identification within third-party archives.

   Copyright [yyyy] [name of copyright owner]

   Licensed under the Apache License, Version 2.0 (the "License");
   you may not use this file except in compliance with the License.
   You may obtain a copy of the License at

       http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0

   Unless required by applicable law or agreed to in writing, software
   distributed under the License is distributed on an "AS IS" BASIS,
   WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or implied.
   See the License for the specific language governing permissions and
   limitations under the License.



OEBPS/cover.jpg
Da[e Mayer

lutIOD





The StarFont font is created by BB eBooks Co., Ltd., a registered company in the Kingdom of Thailand. This font is intended to supplement glyphs in various eBooks. It is freeware and may be used either for commercial or personal use.

http://bbebooksthailand.com 


