
		
			[image: Cover for Princeton Review PSAT 8/9 Prep, 2nd Edition: 2 Practice Tests + Content Review + Strategies for the Digital PSAT 8/9, Author, The Princeton Review]
		

	
		
			
			[image: Book Title, Princeton Review PSAT 8/9 Prep, 2nd Edition: 2 Practice Tests + Content Review + Strategies for the Digital PSAT 8/9, Author, The Princeton Review, Imprint, Princeton Review]
		

	
		
			
				
				
					[image: The Princeton Review]
				

			

			The Princeton Review Publishing Team

			Rob Franek, Editor-in-Chief

			David Soto, Senior Director, Data Operations

			Stephen Koch, Senior Manager, Data Operations

			Deborah Weber, Director of Production

			Jason Ullmeyer, Production Design Manager

			Jennifer Chapman, Senior Production Artist

			Selena Coppock, Director of Editorial

			Orion McBean, Senior Editor

			Aaron Riccio, Senior Editor

			Meave Shelton, Senior Editor

			Chris Chimera, Editor

			Patricia Murphy, Editor

			Laura Rose, Editor

			Isabelle Appleton, Editorial Assistant

			Penguin Random House Publishing Team

			Tom Russell, VP, Publisher

			Alison Stoltzfus, Senior Director, Publishing

			Emily Hoffman, Associate Managing Editor

			Patty Collins, Executive Director of Production

			Mary Ellen Owens, Assistant Director of Production

			Alice Rahaeuser, Associate Production Manager

			Maggie Gibson, Associate Production Manager

			Suzanne Lee, Senior Designer

			Eugenia Lo, Publishing Assistant

			The Princeton Review

			110 East 42nd Street, 7th Floor

			New York, NY 10017

			Copyright © 2024 by TPR Education IP Holdings, LLC. All rights reserved.

			Published in the United States by Penguin Random House LLC, New York.

			Terms of Service: The Princeton Review Online Companion Tools (“Student Tools”) for retail books are available for only the two most recent editions of that book. Student Tools may be activated only once per eligible book purchased for a total of 24 months of access. Activation of Student Tools more than once per book is in direct violation of these Terms of Service and may result in discontinuation of access to Student Tools Services.

			ISBN 9780593517451

			Ebook ISBN 9780593517468

			PSAT™ is a trademark of the College Board, which is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product.

			The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University.

			The material in this book is up-to-date at the time of publication. However, changes may have been instituted by the testing body in the test after this book was published. If there are any important late-breaking developments, changes, or corrections to the materials in this book, we will post that information online in the Student Tools. Register your book and check your Student Tools to see if there are any updates posted there.

			Editor: Chris Chimera

			Production Editors: Sarah Litt and Liz Dacey

			Production Artist: Deborah Weber

			© 2024 Penguin Random House LLC

			Cover art by David Izquierdo Roger / Alamy Stock Photo

			Cover design by Suzanne Lee

			Photo selection and layout by Carling Design, Inc.

			
				For customer service, please contact editorialsupport@review.com, and be sure to include:

				
						
						full title of the book

					

						
						ISBN

					

						
						page number

					

				

			

			a_prh_7.0_151269552_c0_r0

		

	
		
			Acknowledgments

			Special thanks to Kenneth Brenner, Sara Kuperstein, Amy Minster, and Scott O’Neal for their contributions to this edition.

			Thanks also to Aleksei Alferiev, Tania Capone, Paul Christiansen, Remy Cosse, Stacey Cowap, Harrison Foster, Beth Hollingsworth, Adam Keller, Kevin Keogh, Ali Landreau, Christine Lindwall, Jomil London, Sweena Mangal, Sionainn Marcoux, Valerie Meyers, Jason Morgan, Acacia Nawrocik-Madrid, Robert Otey, Gabby Peterson, Kathy Ruppert, Jess Thomas, and Suzanne Wint.

			The Princeton Review would also like to thank Deborah Weber, Sarah Litt, and Liz Dacey for their time and attention to each page.

			Special thanks to Adam Robinson, who conceived of and perfected the Joe Bloggs approach to standardized tests, and many other techniques in this book.

		

	
		
			Contents

			
				
					
						Get More (Free) Content

					

				

				
					Part I: Orientation

					
						1 What Is the Digital PSAT 8/9?

						2 General Strategies

					

				

				
					Part II: Practice Test 1

					
						3 Practice Test 1

						4 Practice Test 1: Answers and Explanations

					

				

				
					Part III: PSAT 8/9 Prep

					
						5 Reading and Writing Introduction

						6 Reading Comprehension

						7 Rules Questions: Introduction

						8 Rules Questions: Punctuation

						9 Rules Questions: Grammar

						10 Rhetoric Questions

						11 Math Basics

						12 Math Techniques

						13 Advanced Math

						14 Geometry

					

				

				
					Part IV: Drill Answers and Explanations

					
						Online Practice Tests

					

				

			

		

	_151269552_

	
		
			
				
				[image: Get More (Free) Content at PrincetonReview.com/prep As easy as 1•2•3]

			

			
				
					1 Go to PrincetonReview.com/prep and enter the following ISBN for your book: 9780593517468

					
						
							[image: ]
						

					

				

				
					2 Answer a few simple questions to set up an exclusive Princeton Review account. (If you already have one, you can just log in.)

					
						
							[image: ]
						

					

				

				
					3 Enjoy access to your FREE content!

					
						
							[image: ]
						

					

				

			

			Need to report a potential content issue?

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			Contact EditorialSupport@review.com and include:

			
					
					full title of the book

				

					
					ISBN

				

					
					page number

				

			

			Need to report a technical issue?

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			Contact TPRStudentTech@review.com and provide:

			
					
					your full name

				

					
					email address used to register the book

				

					
					full book title and ISBN

				

					
					Operating system (Mac/PC) and browser (Chrome, Firefox, Safari, etc.)

				

			

			Once you’ve registered, you can…

			
					
					Access and print out one more full-length practice test as well as the corresponding answers and explanations

				

					
					Use our online tools to take your practice tests digitally or use our online proctor to time you while you take the test in the book, then enter your answers online

				

					
					Enter your answers in our online bubble sheet to get an approximate scaled score with explanations

				

					
					Get valuable advice about the college application process

				

					
					If you’re still choosing between colleges, use our searchable rankings of The Best 390 Colleges to find out more information about your dream school

				

					
					Access printable resources, including a study guide, a score conversion table, and more

				

					
					Check to see if there have been any corrections or updates to this edition

				

			

			
				Look For These Icons Throughout The Book

				
					[image: ] ONLINE PRACTICE TESTS

					[image: ] ONLINE ARTICLES

					[image: ] PROVEN TECHNIQUES

					[image: ] APPLIED STRATEGIES

					[image: ] STUDY BREAK

					[image: ] MORE GREAT BOOKS

				

			

		

	
		
			Part I

			Orientation

			
				1 What Is the Digital PSAT 8/9?

				2 General Strategies

			

		

	
		
			Chapter 1

			What Is the Digital PSAT 8/9?

			The Digital PSAT 8/9 is a standardized test given to eighth and ninth graders to give them a “preliminary” idea of how well they could do on SAT question types. This chapter will give you a general overview of the test and how it is used, along with the basics to start your preparation. We’ll also give you a glimpse at the other tests in College Board’s Suite of Assessments: the PSAT 10, PSAT/NMSQT, and the SAT.

		

		THE DIGITAL PSAT 8/9

		College Board’s “Suite of Assessments” ranges from the PSAT 8/9 to the SAT. If you are reading this book, you are likely most interested in the PSAT 8/9 at this time, so we’ll start there. Just like the other tests in the Suite, the PSAT 8/9 contains a Reading and Writing section and a Math section, each divided into two modules. The content of all the tests in the Suite is similar, and the number of questions and time per module are identical.

		This is what College Board says about the Reading and Writing section:

		“The section focuses on key elements of comprehension, rhetoric, and language use that the best available evidence identifies as necessary for college readiness and success. In this section, students answer multiple-choice questions requiring them to read, comprehend, and use information and ideas in texts; analyze the craft and structure of texts; revise texts to improve the rhetorical expression of ideas; and edit texts to conform to core conventions of Standard English.”

		Here is the Princeton Review’s take: Be prepared to justify your selected answer with evidence from the passage and/or graph provided. This test is not about making up anything; it’s about finding the correct answer based on the passage.

		College Board has this to say about the Math section:

		“The digital SAT Suite Math section focuses on key elements of algebra, advanced math, problem solving and data analysis, and geometry and trigonometry (except for the PSAT 8/9 which does not test trigonometry) that evidence identifies as necessary for college and career readiness and success. Over the course of the Math section, students answer multiple choice and student-produced response (SPR) questions that measure their fluency with, understanding of, and ability to apply the math concepts, skills, and practices that are most essential for readiness for entry-level postsecondary work.”

		Here is the Princeton Review’s take: Expect to see Algebra I and II, some Geometry, and questions that have charts, graphs, data tables, scatterplots, or other forms of data.

		The Digital Suite of Assessments has a built-in Desmos calculator that can be used on all Math questions. In addition, students may bring their own approved calculators if they prefer. Even though this tool is always at hand, it is up to the test-taker to determine whether the calculator will help solve a question. According to College Board, “students who make use of structure or their ability to reason will probably finish before students who use a calculator.”

		The bottom line: Write down your work and use the calculator for tedious calculations, but a calculator most likely will not be necessary to solve most of the questions.

		All questions in the Reading and Writing section are multiple-choice. Most of the Math questions are multiple-choice, but about 25% of the questions are “student-produced responses,” for which students enter their own answers. Each correct answer earns points, and there is no penalty for an incorrect response or a question left blank.

		The bottom line: Don’t leave anything blank!

		When Is the Digital PSAT 8/9 Given?

		
			The PSAT 8/9 is offered by schools. Prior to the switch to Digital, schools could choose the date of the test during the school year. Now, the Digital PSAT will be administered in a testing window of several days. Your school will announce the exact dates at the beginning of the school year, and you can find out more about the testing windows at PrincetonReview.com or through College Board at CollegeBoard.org.

		How Do I Sign Up for the PSAT 8/9?

		You don’t have to do anything to sign up for the PSAT 8/9; your school will do all the work for you. Test registration fees can vary from school to school, so be sure to check with your school counselor if you have questions about how much the PSAT 8/9 will cost you.

		What About Students with Special Needs?

		If you have a diagnosed physical or learning disability, you will probably qualify for accommodations on the PSAT 8/9. However, it’s important that you get the process started early. The first step is to speak to your school counselor who handles learning disabilities. Only your counselor can file the appropriate paperwork. You’ll also need to gather some information (documentation of your condition) from a licensed practitioner and some other information from your school. Then your school counselor will file the application for you. You will need to apply for accommodations only once; with that single application you’ll also qualify for accommodations on the PSAT 8/9, PSAT, SAT, and AP Exams. The one exception to this rule is that if you change school districts, you’ll need to have a counselor at the new school refile your paperwork.

		Does the PSAT 8/9 Play a Role in College Admissions?

		No! The PSAT 8/9 plays no role in college admissions. It’s really just a practice test for the SAT.

		What Happens to the Score Report from the PSAT 8/9?

		Only you and your school will receive copies of your score report. It won’t be sent to colleges.

		Who Writes the PSAT 8/9?

		The PSAT 8/9 is written and administered by College Board. You might think that the people at College Board are educators, professors of education, or teachers. They’re not. They are people who just happen to make a living writing tests. In fact, they write hundreds of tests, for all kinds of organizations.

		The folks at College Board aren’t really paid to educate; they’re paid to make and administer tests. And even though you may pay them to take the PSAT 8/9, you’re not their customer. The actual customers College Board caters to are the colleges, which get the information they want at no cost, and the middle and high schools, which are often judged based on how well their students do on these tests. Because you, the student, are not College Board’s customer, you should take everything that College Board says with a grain of salt and realize that its testing “advice” isn’t always the best advice. (Getting testing advice from College Board is a bit like getting baseball advice from the opposing team.)

		WHAT DOES THE PSAT 8/9 TEST?

		As you begin your prep, it’s useful to remember that the PSAT 8/9 is not a test of aptitude, how good of a person you are, or how successful you will be in life. The PSAT 8/9 simply tests how well you take the PSAT 8/9 (and, by extension, how well you would have performed on the PSAT 10, PSAT/NMSQT, or SAT, if you had taken one of those tests instead). And performing well on the PSAT 8/9 is a skill that can be learned like any other. The Princeton Review was founded over 40 years ago on this very simple idea, and—as our students’ test scores show—our approach is the one that works. These tests can be extremely daunting. However, remember that any standardized test is a coachable test. A beatable test.

		
			The PSAT 8/9 doesn’t measure the stuff that matters. It measures neither intelligence nor the depth and breadth of what you’re learning in school. The PSAT 8/9 is an opportunity to start preparing for the tests that do matter: the PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT.

		

		HOW IS THE PSAT 8/9 STRUCTURED AND SCORED?
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		With the move to a digital suite of assessments starting in fall of 2023, College Board took the opportunity to alter not just the delivery format but the content of the test from its previous version. All Reading and Writing questions are now attached to short passages, with one question per passage. There will be a wide range of text complexities presented, and the passages will cover a variety of topics from history, science, and literature (even some poetry).

		The Math content is fairly similar to the form it took on paper tests in 2022 and earlier. There is a strong focus on algebra, problem-solving, and analytical topics, and it includes some high-level content such as trigonometry. Some questions require student-produced responses, and these will be scattered throughout the Math modules. As previously stated, calculator use will be allowed on all Math questions.

		As you can see from the table on the previous page, both sections (Reading-Writing and Math) are divided into two modules. On the Digital PSAT 8/9, your performance on the first module in each section will determine the makeup of your second module. Do well on the first module, and you will see a harder (on average) mix of questions on the second module. Miss more questions in the first module, and you will get an easier (on average) level of difficulty for the second module. You always want to do as well as possible, of course, but it’s worth keeping in mind that you will need to get the hard second module on each section in order to earn a top score.

		To help you do your best, we recommend that you review the explanations for the questions in the drills and the practice tests, even if you answer a question correctly. You may discover techniques that help to shave seconds from your solutions. A large part of what’s being tested is your ability to use the appropriate tools in a strategic fashion, and while there may be multiple ways to solve a given problem, you’ll want to focus on the most efficient path to a solution.

		Scoring on the PSAT 8/9

		The PSAT 8/9 is scored on a scale of 240–1440, which is the sum of the two section scores that range from 120–720. The two sections are the Reading and Writing section and the Math section. Wrong answers are not penalized, so you’re advised never to leave a question blank—even if that means randomly picking a letter and clicking it for any uncompleted questions before time runs out.

		So, how do the two modules work together to determine your score in a section? Well, if your raw score is high enough on the first module, you will automatically be bumped into a possible score range that is overall higher than you would be in if you had a lower raw score on the first module, though the two ranges may overlap some. Some questions within a module are also weighted, so doing better on those will increase your score more than doing well on easier, non-weighted questions. As such, your score is determined not only by how many questions you got right but also by how hard the questions were that you did. Although the scoring curve on each Digital PSAT 8/9 may calculate your score slightly differently, you will always have two jobs: understanding which questions can maximize your score and building your stamina to stay sharp through both modules in each section. Throughout this book, we will show you how to do just that.
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		On the recent paper-and-pencil versions of the SAT Suite of Assessments, various subscores and cross-test scores were reported in addition to the section and overall scores. On the Digital Suite, only your section scores and total score will be reported.

		What Does My PSAT 8/9 Score Mean for My PSAT and SAT Scores?

		College Board has created what it calls a “Suite of Assessments” that starts with the PSAT 8/9. One of the ideas behind these tests is that each test prepares you for the next. To that end, the tests are more similar than different. All the tests in the Suite have the same structure, the same number of questions, and the same timing, so the main differences are the scale and level of difficulty. The PSAT 8/9 is scored on a 1440 scale, whereas the PSAT is scored on a 1520 scale and the SAT on a 1600 scale. However, because the PSAT 8/9, PSAT, and SAT are aligned by College Board to be scored on the same scale, your PSAT 8/9 score indicates the approximate PSAT or SAT score you would earn were you to have taken the PSAT or SAT on that same day. Since the difficulty of the PSAT 8/9 is lower than the other tests, you can’t score quite as high on it as you can on the PSAT or SAT. Remember, though, no matter what score you get on your PSAT 8/9, you’ll still have plenty of time to improve it before your PSAT or SAT!

		HOW DOES THE PSAT 8/9 DIFFER FROM THE PSAT AND SAT?

		So, if the PSAT 8/9, the PSAT 10, and the PSAT/NMSQT all have the same sections, number of modules, number of questions, and time to take them, what exactly ARE the differences between the tests? There are two main ones: the content covered on each test and the possible score ranges. See the chart below for a comparison of all the tests in the Digital SAT Suite of Assessments.
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		According to College Board, the SAT Suite of Assessments is designed to reflect how prepared you are for college and the working world. By creating a series of tests given over several years, College Board claims to measure a student’s progress toward readiness for higher education and beyond.

		College Board maintains that the best way to prepare for the test is to do the following:

		
				
				take challenging courses

			

				
				do your homework

			

				
				prepare for tests and quizzes

			

				
				ask and answer lots of questions

			

		

		We at the Princeton Review are dubious about these claims, especially in regard to college and career readiness. Moreover, we think the best way to prepare for an exam is to know the content and structure of that exam. By reading this book, you are already on your way to improving your test scores.

		HOW MUCH SHOULD I PREPARE FOR THE PSAT 8/9?

		The PSAT 8/9 gives you insight into the PSAT and SAT. Your goal should be to prepare enough so that you feel more in control of the test and have a better testing experience. (Few things are as nerve-wracking as being dragged through a testing experience unsure of what you’re being tested on or what to expect—except perhaps dental surgery.) The other reason to prepare for the PSAT 8/9 is that it will give you some testing skills that will help you begin to prepare for the test that actually counts, namely the SAT.

		The bottom line is this: the best reason to prepare for the PSAT 8/9 is that it will help you get an early start on your preparation for the SAT.

		
			Study

			If you were getting ready to take a biology test, you’d study biology. If you were preparing for a basketball game, you’d practice basketball. So, if you’re preparing for the PSAT 8/9 (and eventually the PSAT and SAT), study the PSAT 8/9. The PSAT 8/9 can’t test everything, so concentrate on learning what it does test.

		
		WHAT IS THE PRINCETON REVIEW?

		
			The Princeton Review is the nation’s leading test-preparation company. In just a few years from our founding in 1981, we became the nation’s leader in SAT preparation, primarily because our techniques work. We offer courses and private tutoring for all of the major standardized tests, and we publish a series of books to help in your search for the right school. If you’d like more information about our programs or books, give us a call at 800-2-REVIEW, or check out our website at PrincetonReview.com.

		
			Shortcuts

			The Princeton Review’s techniques are the closest thing there is to a shortcut to the PSAT 8/9. However, there is no shortcut to learning these techniques.

		
		HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

		
			This book is divided into five parts. The first three parts of the book contain Practice Test 1, general testing strategies, and question-specific problem-solving instruction. Use the first practice test as a diagnostic tool to see which sections of the test you need to work on when you read through the content chapters. The last part of the book contains drill answers and explanations. After working through the content chapters and checking your answers and the explanations to the chapter drills, take Practice Test 2 online and apply everything you’ve learned to improve your score. The “Session-by-Session Study Guide” starting on this page will give you a plan to prepare for these tests and the rest of the book. There is no single plan that will fit everyone, so be prepared to adapt the plan and use it according to your own needs.

		Practice Test 1 will give you an idea of your strengths and weaknesses, both of which can be sources of improvement. If you’re already good at something, additional practice can make you great at it; if you’re not so good at something, what you should do about it depends on how important it is. If the concept is one that frequently appears on the test, you should spend a lot of time on it; if it comes up only once in a while, you should spend very little time working on it and remember that it’s something you should either put off until you’ve completed things you’re better at or skip it entirely.
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			Use our online tools to take your practice tests digitally or use our online proctor to time you while you take the test in the book, then enter your answers online. Either way, you’ll see your results and a breakdown of the question categories. See this page for more info.

		
		How do you know what’s important? We’ll tell you throughout this book when we discuss techniques like Plugging In and so forth, but you can also get an idea of what to focus on simply by observing how this book is laid out. The Reading and Writing Introduction tells you how to jump to the questions you want to work on first. In the Math chapters, the most important concepts appear first. For example, if you’re shaky on Reading, you know you’ll need to devote some time to Reading questions because there is a total of 25–29 such questions on the test. And if you’re not so confident when it comes to geometry, don’t panic. Geometry questions appear only in the last math chapter, which tells you that this topic isn’t as much of a priority as Plugging In or Math Basics.

		One important note: In this book, the sample questions are in numerical order within a chapter. The question number does not indicate where you can expect to see a similar question on the test. As we’ll show you later, what really matters is your Personal Order of Difficulty.

		Time Management

		To manage your PSAT 8/9 preparation, make use of the study guide on the following pages. This guide will break down the seemingly daunting task of PSAT 8/9 prep into bite-sized pieces we call “sessions.” We have mapped out tasks for each session to be sure you get the most out of this book. The tests will be the first and last sessions, so you should be sure to plan to have about two-and-a-half hours for these sessions. Most other sessions will last between an hour and two hours, so plan to take a short break in the middle, and if it looks like the session is going to exceed two hours, feel free to stop and pick up where you left off on the next day.

		When You Take a Practice Test

		You’ll see when to take practice tests in the session outlines. Here are some guidelines for taking these tests:

		
				
				If possible, take your practice tests online. Although one test is printed in this book, taking it online instead of on paper will allow you to become more comfortable with the online environment.

			

				
				When taking an online test, make sure to practice using the online tools. Use the annotation tool to mark important text in the passages and questions. Use the Answer Eliminator to get rid of the wrong answers. Mark questions you want to return to.

			

				
				Take a practice test in one sitting, under conditions similar to those of a proctored test. Sit in a quiet place and remove distractions like phones from the area. You need to build up your endurance for the real test, and you also need an accurate picture of how you will do. However, do take a 10-minute break between the Reading and Writing section and the Math section. On the real test you will have a break, so it’s important not to skip it on the practice tests.

			

				
				If you take your tests online, you will be able to use the on-screen timer to keep track of the time remaining in each module. If you take the first test in the book instead of online, you will need to time yourself. Just make sure you do not allow yourself to go over time for any module.

			

				
				Whether you take a test online or on paper, write down the things you need in order to answer the question. For the Digital PSAT 8/9, you will get three sheets of scratch paper. Make sure to write down calculations or make notes you need. Do not write on the questions or answers themselves on the paper test, as you will not be able to do so on the Digital PSAT 8/9.

			

		

		
			For more information about how to take and score your practice tests, see this page.

		
		Session-by-Session Study Guide

		Session Zero You’re involved in this session right now. Finish reading the first chapter so you’ll know what the test is about, how it is used, and what to expect from the rest of the book. This step probably won’t take you long, so if you have about two-and-a-half hours after you complete Chapter 1, you can go on to Session One and take the first practice test.

		Session One Take Practice Test 1 and score it. You’ll use this result to get an idea of your strengths and weaknesses and the parts of each section you should concentrate on. Note that our explanations refer to concepts discussed elsewhere in this book, so you may want to wait until after Session Four before reviewing this test.

		Session Two Work through Chapter 2 of the Orientation and Chapter 5, Reading and Writing Introduction.

		Session Three Read Chapter 6, Reading Comprehension, and Chapter 7, Rules Questions: Introduction.

		Session Four Work through the Math Basics in Chapter 11 and the corresponding drills. Then do Chapter 8, Rules Questions: Punctuation.

		Session Five Work through the Math Techniques section in Chapter 12 and associated drills. Take a look at Chapter 9, Rules Questions: Grammar.

		Session Six Work through Advanced Math, Chapter 13. As you work through this chapter, be sure to apply techniques like Plugging In that you learned in Chapter 12. Since these techniques are central to doing well on the Math section, you can never practice them too much. If there’s time, start Chapter 14.

		Session Seven Work through Geometry in Chapter 14. When you finish, read through Chapter 10, Rhetoric Questions. This will complete your work in the content chapters.
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		Session Eight Take Practice Test 2, available online in your student portal. Use the techniques you’ve been practicing throughout the book. Score your test and go through the explanations, focusing on where you may have missed the opportunity to use a technique and your decisions about whether you should have attempted a question or not, given your pacing goals and Personal Order of Difficulty.

		Some of the terminology in the study guide may be unfamiliar to you now, but don’t worry, you’ll get to know it soon. Also, you’ll want to refer back to this study guide at each session to keep yourself on track.

		So, what are you waiting for? Go ahead and dive into the Digital PSAT 8/9!

	
		
			Chapter 2

			General Strategies

			The first step to cracking the PSAT 8/9 is to know how best to approach the test. The PSAT 8/9 is not like the tests you’ve taken in school, so you need to learn to look at it in a different way. This chapter will show test-taking strategies that immediately help to improve your score. Make sure you fully understand these concepts before moving on to the following chapters. Good luck!

		

		BASIC PRINCIPLES OF CRACKING THE TEST

		What College Board Is Good At

		The folks at College Board have been writing standardized tests for nearly a century, and they write tests for all sorts of programs. They have administered the test so many times that they know exactly how you will approach it. They know how you’ll approach certain questions, what sort of mistakes you’ll probably make, and even what answer you’ll be most likely to pick. Freaky, isn’t it?

		However, College Board’s strength is also a weakness. Because the test is standardized, the PSAT 8/9 has to ask the same type of questions over and over again. Sure, the numbers or the words might change, but the basics don’t. With enough practice, you can learn to think like the test-writers. But try to use your powers for good, okay?

		The PSAT 8/9 Isn’t School

		Our job isn’t to teach you math or English—leave that to your supersmart schoolteachers. Instead, we’re going to teach you what the PSAT 8/9 is and how to crack the PSAT 8/9. You’ll soon see that the PSAT 8/9 involves a very different skill set from the one you use in school.

		Be warned that some of the approaches we’re going to show you may seem counterintuitive or unnatural. Some of these strategies may be very different from the way you learned to approach similar questions in school but trust us! Try approaching the questions using our techniques and keep practicing until they become easier. You’ll see a real improvement in your score.

		
			No Penalty for Incorrect Answers!

			You will NOT be penalized on the PSAT 8/9 for any wrong answers. This means you should always guess, even if this means choosing an answer at random.

		

		Let’s take a look at the questions.

		Cracking Multiple-Choice Questions

		What’s the capital of Azerbaijan?

		Give up?

		Unless you spend your spare time studying an atlas or live in that part of the world, this may stump you. If this question came up on a test, you’d have to skip it, wouldn’t you? Well, maybe not. Let’s turn this question into a multiple-choice question—just like all the questions on the PSAT 8/9 Reading and Writing section and the majority of questions you’ll find on the PSAT 8/9 Math section—and see if you can figure out the answer.
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				1. What is the capital of Azerbaijan?

				
					
						A Washington, DC

					

					
						B Paris

					

					
						C London

					

					
						D Baku

					

				

			

		

		The question doesn’t seem that hard anymore, does it? Of course, we made our example extremely easy. (By the way, there won’t actually be any questions about geography on the PSAT 8/9 that aren’t answered by the accompanying passage.) But you’d be surprised by how many people give up on PSAT 8/9 questions that aren’t much more difficult than this one just because they don’t know the correct answer right off the top of their heads. “Capital of Azerbaijan? Oh, no! I’ve never heard of Azerbaijan!”

		These students don’t stop to think that they might be able to find the correct answer simply by eliminating all of the answer choices they know are wrong.

		You Already Know Almost All of the Answers

		Most of the questions on the PSAT 8/9 are multiple-choice questions, and every multiple-choice question has four answer choices. One of those choices, and only one, will be the correct answer to the question. You don’t have to come up with the answer from scratch. You just have to identify it.

		How will you do that?

		Look for the Wrong Answers Instead of the Right Ones

		Why? Because wrong answers are usually easier to find than the right ones. After all, there are more of them! Remember the question about Azerbaijan? Even though you didn’t know the answer off the top of your head, you easily figured it out by eliminating the three obviously incorrect choices. You looked for wrong answers first.

		In other words, you used the Process of Elimination, which we’ll call POE for short. This is an extremely important concept, one we’ll come back to again and again. It’s one of the keys to improving your PSAT 8/9 score. When you finish reading this book, you will be able to use POE to answer many questions that you may not understand.

		
			It’s Not About Finding the Right Answer

			The Digital PSAT 8/9 tools will include an answer eliminator, so any wrong answers you find can be crossed off directly on the screen. If you need a more subtle system of rating the answers, write A, B, C, D on your scratch paper to mark them accordingly. Try using the following notations:

			
				[image: image] Put a check mark next to an answer you like.

				[image: image] ​ Put a squiggle next to an answer you kind of like.

				? ​ ​ Put a question mark next to an answer you don’t understand.

				A ​ Cross out the letter of any answer choice you KNOW is wrong.

			

			You can always come up with your own system. Just make sure you are consistent.

		

		The great artist Michelangelo once said that when he looked at a block of marble, he could see a statue inside. All he had to do to make a sculpture was to chip away everything that wasn’t part of it. You should approach difficult PSAT 8/9 multiple-choice questions in the same way, by chipping away everything that’s not correct. By first eliminating the most obviously incorrect choices on difficult questions, you will be able to focus your attention on the few choices that remain.

		PROCESS OF ELIMINATION (POE)

		
			[image: PROVEN TECHNIQUES]
		

		There won’t be many questions on the PSAT 8/9 in which incorrect choices will be as easy to eliminate as they were on the Azerbaijan question. But if you read this book carefully, you’ll learn how to eliminate at least one choice on almost any PSAT 8/9 multiple-choice question, if not two or even three choices.

		What good is it to eliminate just one or two choices on a four-choice PSAT 8/9 question?

		Plenty. In fact, for most students, it’s an important key to earning higher scores. Here’s another example:

		
			
				[image: image] Mark for Review

				2. What is the capital of Qatar?

				
					
						A Paris

					

					
						B Dukhan

					

					
						C Tokyo

					

					
						D Doha

					

				

			

		

		On this question, you’ll almost certainly be able to eliminate two of the four choices by using POE. That means you’re still not sure of the answer. You know that the capital of Qatar has to be either Doha or Dukhan, but you don’t know which.

		Should you skip the question and go on? Or should you guess?

		Close Your Eyes and Point

		There is no guessing penalty on the PSAT 8/9, so you should enter an answer for every question. If you get down to two answers, just pick one of them. There’s no harm in doing so.

		You’re going to hear a lot of mixed opinions about whether you should guess at all. Let’s clear up a few misconceptions about guessing.

		FALSE: Don’t answer a question unless you’re absolutely sure of the answer.

		
			You will almost certainly have teachers and school counselors who tell you this. Don’t listen to them! While the SAT used to penalize students for wrong answers prior to 2016, no tests in the current “Suite of Assessments” do this now. Put something down for every question: you might get a freebie.

		

		FALSE: If you have to guess, guess (C).

		
			This is a weird misconception, and obviously it’s not true. As a general rule, if someone says something really weird sounding about the PSAT 8/9, it’s safest not to believe that person. (And we at the Princeton Review have gone through every PSAT 8/9, PSAT, and SAT and found that there isn’t a “better” letter to guess, so just pick your favorite!)

		

		FALSE: Always pick the [fill in the blank].

		
			Be careful with directives that tell you that this or that answer or type of answer is always right. It’s much safer to learn the rules and to have a solid guessing strategy in place.

			As far as guessing is concerned, we do have a small piece of advice. First and foremost, make sure of one thing:

		

		
			Answer every question on the PSAT 8/9. There’s no penalty.

		

		GUESS AND GO

		
			[image: PROVEN TECHNIQUES]
		

		Sometimes you won’t be able to eliminate any answers, and other times there will be questions that you won’t have time to look at. For those, we have a simple solution. Guess and Go! Select an answer for all the questions for which you weren’t able to eliminate any choices, then move on.

		It’s far more important and helpful to your score to eliminate answer choices if you can. But for those questions you don’t know at all or get stuck on, Guess and Go is better than leaving the question blank.

		
			
				
					[image: MORE GREAT BOOKS]
				

			

			Get Ready…

			Check out Digital SAT Prep for everything you need to know about the SAT exam.

		
		PACE YOURSELF

		Guess and Go should remind us about something very important: there’s a very good chance that you won’t answer every question on the test. Instead, work at a pace that lets you avoid careless mistakes, and don’t stress about the questions you don’t get to.

		Think about it this way. In each given module, there will be questions that you can tackle quickly and accurately and others that will take you more time and effort. Why should you spend 4 or 5 minutes on one question when you may get two or three questions that are easier for you in the same amount of time?

		Another tool you can use on the Digital PSAT 8/9 to help pace yourself is the Mark for Review tool. If you see a question that looks like it might be time-consuming or that you aren’t sure how to solve, but you still want to come back to it if there is time, mark it. You can see the marked questions at a glance both at the end of the section or by opening the section overview at any time. This will allow you to quickly find the ones you want to work after you’ve done all the questions you know you can do quickly and accurately.

		Unless you’re currently scoring in the 610+ range on the two sections, you shouldn’t be working all the questions.

		
			
				Slow down, score more. You’re not scored on how many questions you do. You’re scored on how many questions you answer correctly. Doing fewer questions can mean more correct answers overall!

		

		EMBRACE YOUR POOD

		
			[image: PROVEN TECHNIQUES]
		

		
			Embrace your what now? POOD! It stands for “Personal Order of Difficulty.” The Digital PSAT 8/9 will put questions in a rough order of difficulty, by content domain on the Reading and Writing section and overall on the Math section. But this Order of Difficulty (OOD) is only what College Board thinks about the question levels, not how you will do on them. So, rather than doing the questions in order, you need to be particularly vigilant about applying your Personal Order of Difficulty (POOD).

		Think about it this way. There’s someone writing the words that you’re reading right now. So, what happens if you are asked, Who is the author of PSAT 8/9 Prep? Do you know the answer to that question? Maybe not. Do we know the answer to that question? Absolutely.

		So, you can’t exactly say that that question is “difficult,” but you can say that certain people would have an easier time answering it. Pace yourself. Work carefully on questions you know how to do to make sure you get them right. Mark questions you want to come back to later.

		As we’ve begun to suggest with our Pacing, POE, and Letter of the Day strategies, the Princeton Review’s strategies are all about making the test your own, to whatever extent that is possible. We call this idea POOD because we believe it is essential that you identify the questions that you find easy or hard and that you work the test in a way most suitable to your goals and strengths.

		As you familiarize yourself with the rest of our strategies, keep all of this in mind. You may be surprised to find out how you perform on particular question types and sections. This test may be standardized, but the biggest improvements are usually reserved for those who can treat the test in a personalized, nonstandardized way.

		Summary

		
				
				When you don’t know the right answer to a multiple-choice question, look for wrong answers instead. They’re usually easier to find.

			

				
				When you find a wrong answer choice, eliminate it. In other words, use Process of Elimination, or POE.

			

				
				There’s no penalty for wrong answers, so there’s no reason NOT to guess.

			

				
				There will likely be at least a few questions you simply don’t get to or where you’re finding it difficult to eliminate even one answer choice. When this happens, use the Guess and Go strategy.

			

				
				Pace yourself. Work carefully on questions you know how to do to make sure you get them right.

			

				
				Mark questions you want to come back to later. Guess and Go on any you know are not worth your time or effort or that you know you are unlikely to get right.

			

				
				Make the test your own. When you can work the test to suit your strengths (and use our strategies to overcome any weaknesses), you’ll be on your way to a higher score.

			

		

	
		
			Part II

			Practice Test 1

			
				3 Practice Test 1

				4 Practice Test 1: Answers and Explanations

			

		

		HOW TO TAKE THE DIGITAL PSAT 8/9 ON PAPER

		
			The Digital PSAT 8/9 will be administered on a computer or tablet. Both tests associated with this book, the one that follows and a second one, can be found in your online portal. The best way to practice is to take your tests online in your student portal to mimic the real testing experience. However, should you decide to take Test 1 on paper either indicate your answers as described in the directions for print tests included with each module or by entering your answers as you go onto the answer sheet.

		On the Digital PSAT 8/9, you will only get two modules in each section, and the second module you get in each section will be determined by your performance on the first module in that section. Therefore, for both RW and Math, the following test contains a standard first module and two options for the second module, one easier and one harder. You should take the appropriate second module based on your performance in the first module, as detailed below, but you can feel free to use the other module for extra practice later.

		In order to navigate the practice test in this book, take the following steps.

		
			[image: image] Take Reading and Writing Module 1, allowing yourself 32 minutes to complete it.

			[image: image] Go to the answer key on this page and determine the number of questions you got correct in RW Module 1.

			[image: image] If you get fewer than 15 questions correct, take RW Module 2—Easier, which starts on this page. If you get 15 or more questions correct, take RW Module 2—Harder, which starts on this page.

			[image: image] Whichever RW Module 2 you take, start it immediately and allow yourself 32 minutes to complete it.

			[image: image] Take a 10-minute break between RW Module 2 and Math Module 1.

			[image: image] Take Math Module 1, allowing yourself 35 minutes to complete it.

			[image: image] Go to the answer key on this page and determine the number of questions you got correct in Math Module 1.

			[image: image] If you get fewer than 14 questions correct, take Math Module 2—Easier, which starts on this page. If you get 14 or more questions correct, take Math Module 2—Harder, which starts on this page.

			[image: image] Whichever Math Module you take, start it immediately and allow yourself 35 minutes to complete it.

			[image: image] After you finish the test, check your answers to RW Module 2 and Math Module 2.

			[image: image] Only after you complete the entire test should you read the explanations for the questions, which start on this page and are also available online.

			[image: image] Go to your online student tools to see the latest information about scoring and to get your estimated score.

		

	
		
			Chapter 3

			Practice Test 1

			Click here to download a PDF of Practice Test 1.

		

		Section 1, Module 1: Reading and Writing

		PSAT 8/9 Test 1—Reading and Writing

		Module 1

		Turn to Section 1 of your answer sheet to answer the questions in this section.

		
			DIRECTIONS

			The questions in this section address a number of important reading and writing skills. Each question includes one or more passages, which may include a table or graph. Read each passage and question carefully, and then choose the best answer to the question based on the passage(s).

			All questions in the section are multiple-choice with four answer choices. Each question has a single best answer.

		

		
			
				[image: image] Mark for Review

				1. In 1913, approximately 91% of the roads in the United States were rural dirt roads. Experts recognized the need for improved surfaces and, as part of an ambitious __________, worked toward the completion of the Lincoln Highway in 1916: extending from New York City to San Francisco, the Lincoln Highway became the first coast-to-coast highway in the United States.

				Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

				
					
						A treaty

					

					
						B undertaking

					

					
						C invention

					

					
						D failure
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				2. Bill Morrison has dedicated his career to presenting archival film footage set to modern music. As part of his process, Morrison __________ several different composers, whom he asks to write a score that will allow him to present old, decaying footage as part of a new, integrated narrative. Among other accolades, his 2002 film Decasia was selected for preservation by United States National Film Registry.

				Which choice completes the text with the most logical word or phrase?

				
					
						A works with

					

					
						B praises

					

					
						C argues with

					

					
						D cautions
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				3. Archaeologists have long believed that the first meaningful contact between East and West occurred with the opening of the Silk Road in the second century BCE, but new findings suggest otherwise. Archaeologists have recently excavated statues from China, and senior archaeologist Xiuzhen Li of the Emperor Qin Shi Huang’s Mausoleum Site Museum believes the findings __________ previous conclusions: terracotta acrobats and bronze birds such as swans and cranes indicate a strong Greek influence and the involvement of Greek sculptors from as far back as the fifth century BCE.

				Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

				
					
						A contradict

					

					
						B confirm

					

					
						C investigate

					

					
						D demonstrate
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				4. The following text is adapted from Katherine Mansfield’s 1922 short story “The Garden Party.” The narrator is describing one part of a neighborhood that he has just arrived in.

				That really was extravagant, for the little cottages were in a lane to themselves at the very bottom of a steep rise that led up to the house. A broad road ran between. True, they were far too near. They were the greatest possible eyesore, and they had no right to be in that neighbourhood at all. They were little mean dwellings painted a chocolate brown.

				As used in the text, what does the word “mean” most nearly mean?

				
					
						A Displeasing

					

					
						B Welcoming

					

					
						C Captivating

					

					
						D Abusing
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				5. Missoula, Montana, is known for a children’s theater that casts children in plays as the company travels from city to city. The Missoula Children’s Theater (MCT) was founded in 1970 as a company of adults performing for children, but in 1972 the two founders realized there was a high demand for the kids themselves to perform the shows. Now touring nationally, the MCT goes to different cities and casts local children in each show, building a community experience in each location while keeping the spirit of the theater intact.

				Which choice best states the main purpose of the text?

				
					
						A To detail the surge in theater popularity in Missoula from 1970 onwards

					

					
						B To contrast the Missoula Children’s Theater with other theater companies in Missoula

					

					
						C To describe the history and current contributions of the Missoula Children’s Theater

					

					
						D To advocate for people to raise funds for children’s theater in Missoula
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				6. The following text is from Jane Austen’s 1814 novel Mansfield Park. Fanny, a 10-year-old girl, has recently moved in with her aunt and uncle.

				From this day Fanny grew more comfortable. She felt that she had a friend, and the kindness of her cousin Edmund gave her better spirits with everybody else. The place became less strange, and the people less formidable; and if there were some amongst them whom she could not cease to fear, she began at least to know their ways, and to catch the best manner of conforming to them.

				Which choice best states the main purpose of the text?

				
					
						A To explain how Edmund and his family feel about Fanny

					

					
						B To detail Fanny’s adjustment to her situation

					

					
						C To describe the fears that Fanny shares with Edmund

					

					
						D To discuss how Fanny came to live at Mansfield Park
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				7. Alloparental care occurs when an animal cares for offspring that are not its own. Most research on this behavior in other animals has focused on genetic relatedness of the adopted animal to its adoptive parent. However, biologist Marianne Riedman and Burney Le Boeuf showed that it can occur in unrelated pairs as well (i.e., not from the same family). In their study, which focused on a colony of northern elephant seals (Mirounga angustirostris) in California, the researchers further reported that some females adopted pups alongside their own or adopted multiple pups at the same time.

				Which choice best describes the function of the first sentence in the text as a whole?

				
					
						A It provides a theory that is confirmed by the text.

					

					
						B It introduces an occurrence that is examined by the text.

					

					
						C It states a challenge that is described by the text.

					

					
						D It makes an argument that is contradicted by the text.
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				8. The following text is from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 1892 novel The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. Dr. John Watson has joined a disguised Holmes as they await a person of interest in an investigation.

				It was already dusk, and the lamps were just being lighted as we paced up and down in front of Briony Lodge, waiting for the coming of its occupant. The house was just such as I had pictured it from Sherlock Holmes’ succinct description, but the locality appeared to be less private than I expected. On the contrary, for a small street in a quiet neighbourhood, it was remarkably animated.

				Which choice best states the main purpose of the text?

				
					
						A It shows a character expressing a lack of surprise regarding a location.

					

					
						B It demonstrates a character’s response to a surprising situation.

					

					
						C It details why a character has visited a certain neighborhood.

					

					
						D It contrasts two different characters’ assumptions about a location and its activity level.
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				9. Between 1883 and 1914, architect Antoni Gaudí designed seven different residential properties inside and around Barcelona. These buildings represent his personal style, which combined elements of Gothic and Baroque architecture with his own signature interest in flowing structures reminiscent of natural landscapes and features. The buildings have the architectural hallmarks of the time but are also notable for pushing the boundaries of design into a new era, making Gaudí one of the first modernist architects.

				Which choice best describes the function of the underlined sentence in the text as a whole?

				
					
						A It explains how Gaudí’s buildings were often featured in architectural magazines.

					

					
						B It highlights Gaudí’s desire to become one of the first modernist architects.

					

					
						C It describes how Gaudí became involved in architecture.

					

					
						D It details certain notable aspects of Gaudí’s buildings.
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				10. The discovery of human teeth and bones from a 700-year-old Pueblo in present-day Arizona has yielded new information about the people who once lived there. Using strontium isotope analysis, T. Douglas Price and his team were able to determine where the pueblo inhabitants originated. By comparing strontium in Pueblo rocks, human bones and teeth, and rock and bone samples from several different sites, Price and his team discovered that different groups of Native Americans from different parts of the Southwest all migrated to the Pueblo following a massive drought.

				Which choice best states the main idea of the text?

				
					
						A Prior to the development of strontium isotope analysis, scientists needed to dissect rock specimens in order to determine their origin.

					

					
						B Due to an innovation, scientists can uncover and analyze more human bone and tooth remains than they could previously.

					

					
						C Scientists have been successful in locating a Native American migration trail that was utilized 700 years ago.

					

					
						D With the assistance of specialized technology, scientists have determined the origins of some members of the Pueblo tribe.
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				11. The following text is adapted from E. M. Forster’s 1908 novel A Room with a View. Lucy, a young British woman, is visiting the city of Florence, Italy.

				Her first morning was ruined, and she might never be in Florence again. A few minutes ago she had been all high spirits, talking as a woman of culture, and half persuading herself that she was full of originality. Now she entered the church depressed and humiliated, not even able to remember whether it was built by the Franciscans or the Dominicans. Of course, it must be a wonderful building. But how like a barn! And how very cold!

				Which choice best states the main idea of the text?

				
					
						A Lucy is visiting a church in Florence because she has never been inside of a church before.

					

					
						B Lucy is depressed until the warmth of the church raises her spirits.

					

					
						C Lucy is upset and flustered by an experience she has had in Florence.

					

					
						D Lucy is initially disappointed by the appearance of a church in Florence but is soon enamored with it.
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				12. The American designer, screenwriter, and producer Polly Platt was a hugely influential force in film during the late twentieth century, but her contributions are often overlooked by those outside of the film industry. The lack of visible career opportunities for women in male-dominated Hollywood contributed to her being overshadowed by the men whose careers she supported. Notably, she launched the careers of famous directors such as Cameron Crowe, Wes Anderson, and her ex-husband Peter Bogdanovich through her creative roles behind the scenes that relegated her to the background despite her artistic genius.

				Which choice best states the main idea of the text?

				
					
						A Few of Platt’s films are available for purchase today because she only worked on a small number of pictures.

					

					
						B People may not be as aware of Platt’s work as they should be because Crowe, Anderson, and Bogdanovich have received more attention.

					

					
						C During Platt’s career, her contributions to the film industry have been more frequently acknowledged than those of Crowe, Anderson, or Bogdanovich’s.

					

					
						D Platt worked on some of the same films as Crowe, Anderson, and Bogdanovich but used different filmmaking techniques than they did.
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				Buddhists in Three Asian Countries and North America

				
					
							
							Country/Region

						
							
							Approximate number of Buddhists (in millions)

						
							
							Estimated % of world Buddhist population

						
					

					
							
							India

						
							
							9

						
							
							2

						
					

					
							
							China

						
							
							244

						
							
							50

						
					

					
							
							Thailand

						
							
							64

						
							
							13

						
					

					
							
							North America

						
							
							4

						
							
							1

						
					

				

				​
				13. Buddhism is a major world religion with an estimated 488 million adherents worldwide. It is a formally recognized religion in Thailand, India, China, and North America and is the primary religion of Thailand. This means that the majority of people in Thailand are Buddhist. Interestingly, even though Buddhism originated in India, there are other countries that contain a much larger number of Buddhists among their populations.

				Which choice most effectively uses data from the table to support the underlined claim?

				
					
						A Approximately 50 percent of the world Buddhist population lives in China, while only about one percent of the world Buddhist population lives in North America.

					

					
						B Thailand has approximately 64 million practicing Buddhists, which is much more than the approximate number of Buddhists who live in India.

					

					
						C Thailand is estimated to have at most 16 million practicing Buddhists, while the country contains an estimated 13 percent of the world Buddhist population.

					

					
						D Buddhists make up 50 percent of the population of China, which has 244 million people.
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				14. Octavia Butler’s 1993 science fiction novel The Parable of the Sower has influenced literature in several different ways. Its Black female main character inspired other Black authors to write their own science fiction tales. Lauren Olamina, the main character, was also influential in starting a wider artistic movement. The depiction of a Black girl who eventually travels through space inspired other Black writers to explore the theme of future technology in their works, contributing to the development of Afrofuturism.

				Which statement, if true, would most strongly support the claim in the underlined sentence?

				
					
						A Novels about Black characters by Black authors written since 1993 have often been compared to The Parable of the Sower.

					

					
						B In social media posts, a number of Black authors cite The Parable of the Sower as a primary influence in writing their own science fiction works.

					

					
						C In interview transcripts, several famous authors who are not Black claim that reading The Parable of the Sower helped them develop their approach to science fiction.

					

					
						D The Parable of the Sower won multiple awards upon publication and is considered by many readers to be the best science fiction book of the last 100 years.
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				15. A student is conducting research about inches of rainfall per month in cities across Virginia. While studying trends in Roanoke and Virginia Beach, the student concludes that rainfall in inches from the months of January to June in these cities follows a similar pattern.

				Which choice best describes data from the graph that support the student’s conclusion?

				
					
						A Roanoke and Virginia Beach both have more than three monthly inches of rainfall from January to February but less than four monthly inches of rainfall from May to June.

					

					
						B The monthly inches of rainfall in both Roanoke and Virginia Beach remain constant from March to April before beginning to increase in May.

					

					
						C The monthly inches of rainfall in both Roanoke and Virginia Beach decrease from January to February and then increase from April to May.

					

					
						D Roanoke and Virginia Beach both have less than three inches of rainfall from January to June.
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				16. In writing her 2013 drama The Flick, playwright Annie Baker used a theater convention of inserting long, awkward silences into her plays. Baker takes this convention to an extreme; The Flick is three-and-a-half hours long with much of it taking place in silence. In the play, Baker pays homage to the “quiet” actors in Chekhov plays and silent film stars like Charlie Chaplin, who fill silence with emotion through body language and facial expressions. It might seem like including awkward silence would be too disquieting for the audience, and in fact, some people left The Flick in the middle. However, theater critics lauded The Flick for its acknowledgment of the history of theater and cinema and awarded Baker the Pulitzer Prize for the work. This reaction suggests that

				Which choice most logically
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