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1.  ​Foreword 
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Two Israels! Two Ages!: Same Genius, Same Folly And Same Mistakes?

Across three millennia, in different times, Israel was created, destroyed and resurrected against all odds.

The two Israels in history stand as a symbol of the indomitable spirit and audacity of the Jewish people.

But, unfortunately, there is still the same unbelievable belligerence, same hubris, same incredible destructive instincts, and the same lamentable self-harming obsession?
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2.  ​Ancient Israel 
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Apparently, ancient Israel was the incredible creation of the will of the Jewish God on earth some three millennia ago.

According to the Jewish Judaism bible, humans were created on earth with the first man and woman of Adam and Eve.

Their descendants prospered but soon became corrupted and disobedient, prompting God to send a great flood to destroy them.

But God also told Adam's tenth generation descendant, Noah, to build an Ark giant ship to save himself and his family, and one pair of each animal species on earth.

This was the new world that somehow spawned everything we have today.
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3.  ​Something Special 
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Then God chose Abraham, a descendant of Noah to create something unique - to travel from Ur in present-day Iraq to Canaan in the East Mediterranean of Levant, and to create a special Jewish nation of Israel for God's chosen people, the Jews. 

God also gave Abraham a covenant, a special divine contract, for his tribe to be God's forever obedient servant and to become a prosperous and powerful nation among nations of the earth.
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4.  ​First Israel 
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The first Israel was created after the Exodus, a traumatic migration of Jewish slaves from the Pharaoh's Egypt in around 1400BC.

Jewish prophet Moses confronted the Pharaoh with the demand to let his Jewish slaves go free.

When the Pharaoh refused, Moses's Jewish God caused 10 great terrible plagues to descend on Egypt. This finally caused the Pharaoh to yield.

So, Moses led his people out of Egypt, crossed the Red Sea, and into Canaan.

This date of the Exodus is remembered in Jewish life as the festival of Passover, celebrating how God had passed over the Jews and targeted the plagues only on the Egyptians.
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5.  ​Israeli Conquest 
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Under Moses's successor, Joshua, the Jews eventually conquer the whole of Canaan.

In 1000BC, king David of the Jews captured Jerusalem and made it the capital of Israel.

And so the first ever Israel to be established prospered in the new land.
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6.  ​Downfall 
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But things soon got out of control.

Owing to internal strife, Israel soon broke up into a northern kingdom of Israel and a southern kingdom of Judea.

And falling short in their political wisdom and statecraft, the two Israeli kingdoms were soon conquered respectively by the Mesopotamian behemoths of Neo-Assyrian empire under kings Shalmaneser V and Sargon II in 722BC, and Neo-Babylonian empire under king Nebuchadnezzar II in 586BC.

Jews were enslaved and scattered far and wide in these two unforgiving conquering empires.

This fatal weakness of the Israeli statecraft seems to be an unbreakable curse that was to bedevil the Israelites for almost three millennia.

Could it be intended as a punishment for their excessive hubris and arrogance?

Can they avoid the same mistakes in the modern era?
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7.  ​Jewish Temples
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The First Temple of Judaism built by king Solomon in c. 900BC in Jerusalem was completely destroyed by the conquering Neo-Babylonians in 586BC.

After the Neo-Babylonian empire fell to the Persian Achaemenid empire in 539BC, Jews were freed by the Achaemenid king to return from Babylon to Jerusalem. 

The Second Temple was then built in Jerusalem in 516BC by the Jewish leader Zerubbabel with help from Achaemenid king Darius the Great.

Later on in 20BC, the Second Temple was extended significantly by king Herod I under vassalage to the Roman empire.

By most accounts, king Herod I was a tyrant. And ironically, he was a Jewish convert from the conquered polytheist kingdom of Edom, with Nabatean Arab lineage.

A vicious Jewish civil war and rebellion soon broke out. 

After the Roman empire's conquest of Israel in 63BC, the Second Temple was completely destroyed in 70AD following a new Jewish rebellion against Rome. 
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This resulted in the death or enslavement of over a million Jewish people, and marked the definitive end of the first Israel in history.
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8.  ​Lessons 
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What lessons can be learned from the destruction of the first Israel nation?

Jewish pride, hubris, and arrogance?

Bad political moves and mistakes?

Terrible relationships with neighbours and superpowers?

But, have these lessons been learned?
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9.  ​Jerusalem Holy City 
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No one should forget that Jerusalem and its Temple Mount are a common heritage of the three Abrahamic religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

According to the bible, Shem, a son of Noah, is the ancestor of the "Semitic" peoples, which include both the Israelites (through Isaac) and many Arab tribes (through Ishmael). 

And Issac and Ishmael were half brothers, both sons of Abraham.

It is completely incomprehensible how Jews and Palestinians/Arabs have come to consider themselves as implacable sworn enemies in the modern age!
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