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    Chapter One



    Czarist Rule



    “Be Peter the Great, Ivan the Terrible, Emperor Paul. Crush them all under
    you. Be the Master and all will bow down to you.”



    —Czarina Alexandra Feodorovna



    By the turn of the 19th century, Russia had been ruled by powerful emperors
    for nearly four hundred years, with the Romanov family holding the throne
    with the ascension of Mikhail Feodorovich in 1613. The succession of
    Romanov family members to rule was convoluted and had often involved
    murder, conspiracy, and corruption, undermining the dynasty’s legitimacy as
    hereditary rulers. International wars and internal revolts had plagued the
    country during these years, draining the economy, but also allowing Russian
    expansion in territory and power. Russia was in a continual state of
    financial disaster, exacerbated because of the lavish expenses of the
    Romanov court, which rivalled the courts of even the most prosperous
    European nations, England and France.



    Russia had only recently emerged from four hundred years of feudalism, a
    system of government that required peasants, labelled as “serfs”, to spend
    their lives working the land where they were born with little to no chance
    of ever improving their lot. Serfs were completely in the control of the
    landlord under laws that governed even the most personal parts of their
    lives. They were forbidden to leave the property of their landlord except
    under approved circumstances, could be told when and whom to marry, and
    could even be sold to another landlord. Czar Alexander II was facing
    growing disapproval from other European nations who had long dispensed with
    this framework of social organization and saw Russia as a backward nation
    both politically and economically. In response to this and increasing
    internal pressure the czar freed all Russian serfs by decree in 1861. He
    justified his reform to his critics by stating, “It is better to liberate
    the peasants from above” than wait until they win their freedom by
    uprisings “from below.” Though the abolition of a system that had
    maintained a large percentage of the population as property was an
    improvement in the lives of the Russian peasants, the problem was more
    deeply rooted than a change from serf to peasant could rectify. The danger
    Czar Alexander II was attempting to prevent was more immediate than he
    realized.



    Even after the abolition of feudalism in Russia, former serfs were required
    to continue working for their landlords as they always had for two more
    years. Then, the price of land available for peasants to purchase was
    artificially raised to preclude most peasants from ever owning their own
    land. Thus, most peasants stayed where they always had, doing the same work
    they had done as serfs. In spite of this, an influx of young Russian men
    and women took advantage of the new freedom of mobility to find jobs in
    urban factories. This migration to the cities brought about a phase of
    increased industrialization in Russia, which brought improvement in the
    Russian economy in turn; unfortunately this also led to a new set of
    intolerable living conditions for mine and factory workers.



    Czar Nicolas II, who was to become known as the last czar of Russia, ruled
    over a nation of growing discontent. In the twelfth year of the new 20th
    century, workers at a Russian mine in northeast Siberia took bold action
    that would initialize a wave of common feeling, changing their homeland
    forever.



    Workers at Lena Goldfields mine along the Lena River were living in
    terrible conditions. They were forced to work fifteen hours a day or more
    in an environment that would be hazardous to even the most alert. Injuries
    were common with an estimated seven hundred accidents per thousand workers.
    Wages were low, and consisted partly of coupons that could only be redeemed
    at the company store. This only added to the profitability of the gold mine
    to its owners and investors, which included foreign nobility and the
    Russian royal family.



    When the situation worsened to the extent that the workers were forced to
    use their hard-earned coupons to purchase rotten meat from the store, they
    decided to go on strike. Beyond the availability of edible meat, they
    pushed for fewer hours and other improvements to the working conditions.
    When the mine administration refused to consider their demands and arrested
    strike leaders, the workers marched with their complaint to the
    prosecutor’s office.



    They were met by the Russian army. Russian soldiers fired into the crowd of
    protestors, killing two hundred and seventy of the workers and injuring two
    hundred and fifty more. The divide between the common people and the
    Russian rulers was clear.



    Worker’s Rights, human equality, world war, murder, mysticism, blood and
    tyranny were to collide in the following decades to alter, irrevocably, the
    culture of this great nation.



Chapter Two



    
        Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
    



    "The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class
    struggles."



    —Karl Marx



    In 1848, German radical journalist Karl Marx had been expelled by the
    governments of Germany, France, and Belgium because of his radical writing.
    He collaborated with fellow German philosopher Friedrich Engels to publish
    a far-reaching political pamphlet, The Communist Manifesto.



    The manifesto presents the argument that throughout history societies have
    been formed with the majority of the population living under the oppression
    of a powerful minority. The theory goes further to predict that these types
    of capitalist societies must, of necessity, eventually fall into class
    warfare and the bourgeoisie, or the upper-class minority, will be
    overthrown by the proletariat, or working class minority.



    The short-term demands expressed by the manifesto include first, abolition
    of private property, free education, a progressive income tax,
    centralization of credit with a national bank, and nationalization of
    transportation, communication, and state-owned production. The end result
    of these demands was envisioned as a classless society where citizens would
    contribute based on their ability and receive based on their needs, with no
    need for the device of reward to compel the labor. The final paragraphs of
    the Communist Manifesto call for a united global action from the
    proletariat class to overthrow current governments. The text ends with the
    line, “Working Men of All Countries Unite!”



    The Bolshevik leaders who rose to power during the Russian Revolution were
    all strongly influenced by Marx’s work, including the Communist Manifesto.
    Vladimir Lenin, who would become the first chairman of the post-revolution
    government, based his political ideology and his contributions to the shape
    of the new government on his interpretation of Marx’s writing. Lenin’s own
    writing would spread and promulgate this view of social organization even
    further throughout his life. Because of the vast influence Marx’s work has
    had on governments throughout the world, he is often referred to as “the
    father of Communism.” Nowhere would Communist theory be as clearly
    expressed as in Russia in 1917.



Chapter Three



    Nicholas Romanov 



    “I am not prepared to be the Czar. I never wanted to become one. I know
    nothing of the business of ruling.”



    —Nicholas II



    Born in early 1868, Nicholas Romanov was the eldest of six children born to
    Emperor Alexander III and Empress Maria Feodorovna of Russia. The power of
    the Imperial government was already waning during his childhood, and the
    climate of revolution was heating up. When Nicholas was but thirteen years
    of age his grandfather, Czar Alexander II, was assassinated by an insurgent
    group intent on overthrowing the czarist rule of Russia.



    On March 1, 1881, Czar Alexander II travelled to military roll call, as he
    did, predictably, every Sunday. Members of the terrorist group known as
    Narodnaya Volya, meaning “People’s Freedom,” were waiting for the czar’s
    carriage at the point the route narrowed and crossed the Pevchesky Bridge.
    The first explosive that was thrown damaged the czar’s carriage, killed one
    of his guards, and injured bystanders. It also had the effect of inducing
    the czar to leave the smoke-filled protection of the bullet-proof carriage.
    In the confusion of noise, debris, and panic, a second assassin threw
    another bomb, which exploded in the group of guards and police surrounding
    the czar. When the smoke cleared, Czar Alexander II lay in the street,
    hideously mutilated, covered in blood, with both legs torn away in the
    explosion. In this horrific condition, he was taken speedily by sled to the
    Winter Palace, where Nicholas arrived with the rest of the family. The czar
    died from his injuries soon after, with his son Alexander III and grandson
    Nicholas II at his bedside. The two future czars vowed to avoid his
    terrible fate. Nicholas’s father Alexander III became czar after the
    assassination, and the young boy became Tsarevich, heir apparent to the
    Russian throne.



    Ironically, the assassination of Czar Alexander II ended his plan to enact
    sweeping social reforms that might have satisfied the goals of groups
    agitating for the rights of the people. On the very day before he was
    killed, the czar had drafted a plan for creating an elected legislative
    body to represent the citizens of Russia. He had intended to release these
    plans the following day. His son, Alexander III, destroyed these plans when
    he became czar. The new ruler considered his father’s murder justification
    for more brutal suppression of civil liberties instead of increased
    liberty. He is recorded as having vowed, “I shall never, under any
    circumstances, agree to a representative form of government because I
    consider it harmful to the people whom God has entrusted to my care.”



    The new administration was particularly hostile towards the Russian Jewish
    population. Czar Alexander III enacted a series of regulations called the
    May Laws, or temporary regulations regarding the Jews. Restrictions were
    placed on Jewish citizens preventing them from settling in certain
    locations, obtaining loans or mortgages, and transacting business on
    Sundays or Christian holy days. These “temporary measures” were to remain
    law for over thirty years. Beyond the punishing laws, violent riots aimed
    at Jews known as “pogroms” took place with the tacit approval of the czar.
    This culture of anti-Semitism would continue as an undercurrent in Russia,
    and would have tragic echoes throughout Europe in the first half of the
    century.



    Despite his high station and the growing upheaval in his homeland, the
    future ruler of Russia spent his teenage years traveling the world. He
    visited family members in Europe, attending the royal wedding of his cousin
    the Duke of York in London, as well as touring Egypt, India, Singapore and
    Bangkok. An attempt was made to assassinate Nicholas while the group was
    travelling in Japan, causing the trip to be cut short. Nicholas’s father,
    Czar Alexander III, refused to appoint Nicholas to a position in
    government, feeling his son was too young to take on the burden of such
    responsibility. Alexander being only in his forties, was a young ruler
    himself after the violent premature death of his father. Alexander assumed
    he would have years in which to prepare his son for the weight of the
    crown. Unfortunately, this assumption was proven false when Alexander’s
    health began to decline. In 1894, the czar was diagnosed with terminal
    kidney disease. Though he received the best treatments available and spent
    time recuperating in the warmer clime of the summer palace in Livadia,
    nothing seemed to ease his condition. The czar was forty-nine years old
    when he passed away from his illness. Nicholas was just twenty-six, and he
    was the first to admit he was not prepared to take over as ruler of Russia.



    Less than a week after the passing






