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In the cozy, ivy-clad home of the Robertson family, lived a creature of quiet dignity and striking beauty: a black and white cat named Patches. With fur as dark as midnight in some places and as pure white as fresh snow in others, Patches moved through the house and garden with an air of sophisticated aloofness. He was a master of observation, often found perched on the warmest windowsill, one paw tucked neatly, his bright green eyes sweeping over the bustling activities of Jilly and Tim, the Robertson children, or the gentle hum of Mrs. and Mr. Robertson’s daily routines. Patches wasn't a lap cat, not usually. He offered head-nuzzles only on his own terms, and preferred to supervise the family from afar, a silent, furry guardian.
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His favourite pastime, though, was patrolling his kingdom. The Robertson’s garden was a sprawling haven, filled with rose bushes, ancient oak trees, and a winding path that led to a bubbling stream. Every morning, with the first blush of dawn, Patches would embark on his territorial inspection. He’d stalk through the dew-kissed grass, tail held high, ears swivelling to catch the rustle of a hidden bird or the chirp of an insect. He'd rub against the fence posts, leaving his scent, a declaration of ownership to any adventurous squirrel or curious neighbourhood cat. He knew every hiding spot, every sunny patch, every cool shade. This garden, this house, this family – they were Patches’ world, even if he didn’t always show it with purrs and cuddles.

Then came the news that rattled the quiet rhythm of their lives: the Robertsons were moving. A new job for Mr. Robertson meant a new town, a new house, a new beginning. Boxes appeared like strange, cardboard mountains, filling every room. The air grew thick with the smell of packing tape and the faint scent of fear that only a creature of habit like Patches could truly feel. He watched these changes with a worried flicker in his green eyes, sensing a disruption to his carefully managed world. On the day of the big move, with the house stripped bare and the moving truck rumbling impatiently outside, chaos reigned. Furniture was loaded, boxes ferried, and children giggled and cried in equal measure. Amidst the flurry, Patches, disturbed by all the noise and unfamiliar smells, had found refuge in the darkest, quietest corner of the empty attic, a place nobody thought to check.
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The moving van pulled away, a final roar echoing through the now vacant street. It wasn't until they were miles down the highway, the old house a distant memory, that Jilly, peering into her travel carrier, cried out, "Where's Patches?" A sudden, awful silence filled the car. Mrs. Robertson's hand flew to her mouth. Mr. Robertson’s face paled. They turned the car around, hearts pounding, but when they returned, the house was locked, the streets empty. Patches was nowhere to be found. Hours of searching turned into days, and days into
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