
        
            [image: cover]
        

    

An Ancient American Account of the Birth of
Christ

Ilyan Kei Lavanway

Copyright 2022 by Ilyan Kei Lavanway

Smashwords Edition

 


Published by Ilyan Kei Lavanway at Smashwords

 


Cover image:

“For unto Us a Child Is Born” by Lynne Millmam
Weidinger


https://history.churchofjesuschrist.org/exhibit/birth-of-Christ?lang=eng#mv7

 


This eBook is a talk given by the author during Sacrament
meeting on Christmas Day, 2022 at the Newton Ward, Wichita Kansas
Stake of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

 


This written work is the sole
responsibility of the author and does not necessarily reflect the
official position of any organization.

 


This eBook may be freely copied,
printed, posted, shared, and distributed for the enjoyment and
edification of everyone.
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Immanuel Iron Lavanway
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 Opening
Remarks

 


Merry Christmas, Everyone!

 


My assigned topic is 
3 Nephi
1:1-26. I
will not read the entire passage, but I invite everyone to read it
at home and discuss it with family and friends as you celebrate
Christmas.

 


I would like to read a few verses, and then
share some thoughts about what they mean to me, personally. I
invite each of you to ponder anything that stands out to you.

 


 Foreshadowing Our Day

 


In 
3 Nephi
1:4-9, we read:

 


“And it came to pass that in the commencement of the ninety
and second year, behold, the prophecies of the prophets began to be
fulfilled more fully; for there began to be greater signs and greater miracles wrought among the
people.

 


“But there were some who began to say that the time was past
for the words to be fulfilled, which were spoken by Samuel, the
Lamanite.

 


“And they began to rejoice
over their brethren, saying: Behold the time is
past, and the words of Samuel are not fulfilled; therefore, your
joy and your faith concerning this thing hath been
vain.

 


“And it
came to pass that they did make a great uproar throughout the land;
and the people who believed began to be very sorrowful, lest by any
means those things which had been spoken might not come to
pass.

 


“But behold, they did watch steadfastly for
that day and that night
and that day which should be as one day as if there were no night,
that they might know that their faith had not been
vain.

 


“Now it came to pass that there was a day set apart by
the unbelievers,
that all those who believed in those traditions should be
put to death except
the sign should
come to pass, which had been given by Samuel the
prophet.”

 


To me, these verses foreshadow the attitudes
of men in our day, as the Second Coming of Jesus Christ draws
near.

 



Doctrine and
Covenants 45:26 states:

 


“And in
that day shall be heard
of wars and
rumors of wars, and the whole earth shall be in commotion, and
men’s hearts shall fail
them, and they shall say that Christ
delayeth his coming
until the end of the earth.”

 



Matthew
24:48-51 warns:

 


“But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My
lord delayeth his
coming;

 


“And shall begin to smite his
fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the
drunken;

 


“The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh
not for him, and
in an hour that he is not aware of,

 


“And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites:
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

 


See
also, 
JST Matthew
1:46-55; 
Luke
12:45-46; 
JST Luke
12.

 


 Jesus Communicates in Womb

 


Going back to the account of the Nephites, in

3 Nephi
1:10-14 we read:

 


“Now it
came to pass that when Nephi, the son of Nephi, saw this wickedness
of his people, his heart was exceedingly sorrowful.

 


“And it
came to pass that he went out and bowed himself down upon the
earth, and cried mightily to his God in behalf of his people, yea,
those who were about to be destroyed because of their faith in the
tradition of their fathers.

 


“And it came to pass that he cried mightily unto the
Lord all that
day; and behold, the voice
of the Lord came unto him,
saying:

 


“Lift up your head and be of good cheer; for behold, the time
is at hand, and on this night shall the sign be given, and on the
morrow come I into the
world, to show unto the world that I will fulfil all that which
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