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  Born: January 26, 1920, Vienna, Austria


  Died: April 26, 2009, New York City, NY


  1920: An Austrian-Born Ghost Hunter was in the making. Professor Dr. Hans Holzer, best known for his plethora of hundreds of cases worldwide dealing with the paranormal and the occult, deeming him The Father of the Paranormal. In 1935, at the age of fifteen, Hans became an avid collector of antiques and coins and was an ardent bibliophile.


  The 1928 book, Occultism in This Modern Age by Dr. T.K. Oesterreich, a professor at the University of Tubingen in Germany, began Hans’ interest in ghosts. His was an idle curiosity, mixed with a show-me kind of skepticism. He took a course in journalism and began selling articles to local papers. In 1949, he returned to Europe as an accredited foreign correspondent, with the intent to write articles on cultural activities, the theater, and human interest stories. He also began to compose music and write scores in New York, which later led the way to Off Broadway success in Manhattan.


  One year later, Hans returned to Europe visiting many cities including London, and was invited backstage at The Hippodrome Theater where comedian Michael Bentine, was appearing. After Mr. Bentine offered Hans a home-grown tomato instead of a drink, the two hit off, as Hans was a vegan.


  Through mutual friends back in Manhattan, he began work on a television series based on actual hauntings. He met regularly with others at the Edgar Cayce Foundation in New York. The purpose was to enter into a quest for truth in the vast realm of extrasensory perception.


  From then on, he devoted more and more time to the field. One of the great mediums, Eileen Garret, president of the Parapsychology Foundation in New York, in 1946, worked with Hans and encouraged him to write about his work.


  1963, his first book was born, titled, ‘Ghost Hunter’ and went into an unheard of eleven printings. 145 more books would follow. Hans stated that sometimes an “ordinary” person does manage to see or hear a ghost in an allegedly haunted location, be it a building or even an open space. Such a person could be sensitive or mediumistic, without knowing it and is less unusual then one might think. The Holzer Method was born before the 1950’s, where combining the work of those with sight and that of the academic and science stance to the field, would yield far better results in obtaining data to help us further understand what happens when we die.


  Even though Hans was artistic and therefore sensitive person, he did not profess to mediumship and certainly would not be satisfied with the meager impressions he may have garnered himself, physically. He knew that a more advanced psychic talent would be needed for better results. So he took his “sensitive” with him, or what became affectionately known as his medium-in-tow, on cases to try and solve them for all those involved.


  His career was a unique whirl wind of books, research, lectures, teaching, hundreds of national and regional talk show appearances, co-hosting/hosting programs such as Ghost Hunter on Boston’s Channel 2, NBC’s In Search Of with Leonard Nemoy (an Alan Landsburg production), Beyond The Five Senses in Louisville, KY, Explorations with Brownville Productions in Ohio. In radio, he had a continuous segment with New York City’s WOR station with famed radio personality Joe Franklin who still remains a family friend. Some books and case work yielded films such as Amityville II: The Possession, the adaptation from his best-selling novel Murder in Amityville, based on his work on the case in Amityville, Long Island and The Amityville Curse, which also became a film in 1989 that went to Sweden, the US in 1990 and then in 1991, was released in Japan.


  Holzer became and still is considered a leading authority in the field of the paranormal, having earned his PhD from the London College of Applied Science. He spent over six decades traveling the world to obtain first-hand accounts of paranormal experiences, interviewing expert researchers, and developing para-psychological protocols and terminology such as ‘sensitive’ and ‘beings of light.’ He taught a class in parapsychology at the New York Institute of Technology for nearly a decade.


  One of his favorite quotes comes from T. S. Elliot’s Confidential Clerk saying blandly, “I don’t believe in facts.” Hans did. “Facts,”, he said, “come to think of it—are the only things—I really do believe in.”
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  Warning!


  You who are about to embark upon the adventure of reading this book deserve the courtesy of a word to the wise, for surely you must be wise—having acquired (or at least borrowed) my book.


  This book is not an ordinary book. I mean, it may entertain you and it will probably excite you and make you think about a lot of things you’ve never thought about before. But lots of ordinary books do that.


  First of all, you’ll wonder about me. Am I on the level, or am I putting you on? Predictions? Do I mean the kind of double-talk the weatherman dispenses? Or the coded messages going back and forth between Wall Street brokers and their customers? Or, worst of all, the type of prediction that comes out of Washington, D.C. (Department of Con), predicting inflation, deflation, price rises, price cuts, escalation of the war, de-escalation of the war?


  None of these “predictions” deserves the name. They are calculations at best, guesswork at worst. Any relationship between that kind of predicting and reality is pure luck, if there is such a thing as luck.


  We are talking about psychic predictions, those that partake of what is still, unfortunately and wrongly, termed the “occult.” Occult means dark, but there is nothing dark about the psychic world. There is, however, a lot of darkness in the minds of men that the truth about man’s nonphysical capabilities cannot penetrate. That’s why this book was written. By an author who was trained as a parapsychologist, a psychic researcher—as well as a journalist, a cautious observer. To make me even more “scientific,” I majored in archaeology and history. Digging is my business—digging for facts.


  Facts are what this book contains. They may be unpleasant or upsetting facts to some of my readers, especially those set in their ways of thinking, for they are products of a very materialistic age who believe that reality is restricted to that which they can touch, see, hear, feel and taste. These are the people who will have to be patient and bear with me. They owe it to themselves to read on; it may mean a new tomorrow in their way of life.


  Which brings me to the point of this introduction: Warning! Proceed at practically no risk. All the reader may lose is a prejudice or two, some inhibitions, and perhaps a few misconceptions.


  The serious reader will finish this book a lot more informed about some of the most ancient and most startling aspects of our world. It may mean a cold reappraisal of his philosophy of life. To my readers, who are already aware of the existence of a nonphysical world, this book will open new avenues and provide new ways toward a fuller, more vital life.


  The skeptic will counter that if all this is so, how come he never reads about it in the newspapers? The magazines? It’s a big piece of news and deserves lots of publicity.


  It does. But the news media are conditioned by their environment. They are staffed by men trained to negate all that tends to uphold the existence of a nonphysical world. Ridicule, denial or relegation to the back page are the attitudes expressed by most news media toward anything of psychic origin. But even that is slowly changing. Just remember how space travel and moon photography slowly but surely moved from the science-fiction and cartoon pages to page one!


  “Inner space,” man’s true nature, expanding like the universe he is part of, is also on the move.


  You have been warned.


  CHAPTER ONE


  What Exactly Is a Prediction?


  It was 10 p.m., December 5, 1966. The telephone rang in my office on New York’s Riverside Drive.


  “Hello,” said the voice on the other end of the line. “I hope I’m not disturbing you.”


  “Not at all,” I assured my caller. It was Betty Ritter, one of my favorite mediums and a good friend who can call me any time. Usually, too, she has something of interest to tell me.


  I was all ears. But Betty only wanted to know when my next book was due. We chatted for a minute or so, then suddenly she said, “Cathy will sell two paintings.”


  Cathy is my wife. Betty knows she is a painter. But there had been no discussion of her work recently. Her last exhibit had been in September. Why all of a sudden this remark?


  Betty had no idea. It just came to her and she felt impelled to tell me.


  The following day there was a letter in the mail for my wife. Someone who had read a story about her wanted to buy a painting. He later did.


  The day after that, my wife’s music teacher suddenly decided he wanted one of her works. He bought one.


  That’s a prediction. One that comes true as made. No mind reading here, since Betty Ritter had no access to the two prospective buyers. Their paths had not crossed hers.


  The place was London. Catherine and I sat across from a portly lady named Magdalene Kelly in a tiny room at the headquarters of the London Spiritualist Association. Ten minutes earlier I had never heard of Mrs. Kelly, nor Mrs. Kelly of us. To her, we were two strangers who had walked in from the street to have a routine reading. It was all part of her day. The date was September 13, 1964.


  “I see the map of Ireland all over you…. Ireland will be very important in your lives,” she said. I smiled politely. I had no intention of going to Ireland, I was not doing anything dealing with the Irish, and no doubt Mrs. Kelly’s ancestors were getting into the act. Later I learned Mrs. Kelly was Scottish.


  About four months after this sitting, my literary agent suggested I do a book about Ireland. I did. Literally, I was all over the map of Ireland to do my research during 1965 and 1966. The book, The Lively Ghosts of Ireland, was published on March 17, 1967. The cover has the map of Ireland on it.


  That, too, was a prediction.


  On March 11, 1966, we were riding through Connecticut after a hard day’s psychic work in New Haven. Catherine was driving and Ethel Johnson Meyers was resting from her trance chores. Suddenly she sat up and said, “Your other manuscript … the one you’re worried about … a man with a name like Markowich will help you.”


  Ethel knew I had an unpublished novel I wanted to see published by the right kind of firm. But we had not talked about it lately.


  I shrugged. I didn’t know anyone with a name like that. But there was a Maxis, an editor my agent knew at one of the companies she dealt with. The next morning, we submitted the book to Maxis. He turned it down flat. I put the whole thing out of my mind. Ethel had been wrong.


  Nine months later, in the middle of December, I submitted the manuscript to a major motion picture company. The executive I knew was on his way to Europe, so his right-hand man would read it. His name? Mankiewicz. Close enough, I thought. He liked the book.


  That prediction certainly cannot be explained away by coincidence or so-called ordinary causes.


  As the derivation of the word implies, to predict means to say something ahead of time.


  A prediction—as distinguished from a prophecy or a premonition—is a forthright statement from a psychic person concerning an event as yet in the future. If the event transpires and is verified, we have evidence that can be counted toward establishing the reality of this human phenomenon. There are several million such cases, and anyone who doubts the possibility of predictions need only study the considerable documented literature on the subject.


  On the face of it, foretelling the future accurately is impossible. How can an event that has not yet happened or even begun to develop be known to someone ahead of time? Some predictions are of events that occur the next day; others happen years later. Unless we are willing to reexamine the very nature of “time,” these things cannot be accounted for.


  There are two kinds of scientists dealing with psychic phenomena involving prediction. One kind tries desperately to punch holes in as many cases as possible, leaving the small residue of “inexplicable” cases unattended “for the present,” since it is such a small number.


  To them, proof that a preordained fate exists would be unacceptable, no matter how convincing the proof. They are not willing to follow the evidence wherever it leads them.


  The other group of modern researchers is willing to unlearn anything traditional and accept new thoughts, regardless of philosophical consequences. All they ask is that the evidence be properly presented. I am among them. I’ve examined a good deal of evidence, though there is far more than I will ever have access to.


  Predictions can be proved. They are real. Not all predictions—nothing involving human observation and interpretation—are perfect. Not all medical men are knowledgeable or honest. There are crooked lawyers. Stupid teachers. Lousy carpenters. I have decided to sift the true from the false and present my own version of the case for the reality of prediction.


  CHAPTER TWO


  Prophecy—How Does It Work?


  The term “prophecy” is usually applied to a prediction that deals with information of substance, especially as it pertains to the fate of nations or important persons responsible for the conduct of public affairs. The term “predict” is Latin for “telling ahead,” and the words “prophet” and “prophecy” come from the Greek words for “ahead of fate”—fate being the Greek concept of predestined events in both individual and communal existence.


  Certain natural traits in man have always existed, such as his desire and occasional ability to know the future. The connecting link between the Old Testament prophet and the modern clairvoyant is clear and uninterrupted, but the terminology has changed with the fashion of the times.


  I beg the reader to follow me patiently through the ages, step by step, from earliest times to the present, for it is only when viewed as a whole that prophecy makes sense and the gift of it falls into place as a natural endowment of nature to those best suited to receive it.


  Our present scientific system insists that man does not go back on this planet very long; that the human race developed slowly and has culminated, if that is the word, in our present elevated state of civilization. In terms of time, this development would represent only a fraction of the time we know this planet has existed, perhaps 100,000 years or so out of the millions of years the earth has endured.


  I think that man has been on this planet far longer than most scientists think. Civilizations may have existed long before the caveman’s but, because of man’s inherent foolishness, they may have vanished completely and man had to start all over again, as indeed he may yet have to if all portents before us are true.


  But granting, for the moment, that primitive man, descended at least physically from the apes and appearing sometime after the ice ages, was indeed the first human on earth, we already find him preoccupied with rudimentary forms of divination. He naturally wants to know what is in store for him, especially since he lives in a crude world where survival itself occupies most of his time and energy.


  In a world where getting food and staying alive in the face of one’s enemies are the main pursuits, any inkling of future events, no matter how trifling, is of great importance. Those capable of supplying such information to primitive man were important people in his social world. When they were correct in what they foretold they were highly honored, and when they failed, often doomed. The primitive world of man was a black-and-white world not given to intellectual arguments.


  The role of prophet usually fell to the communal priest, the shaman, for to the Neanderthal man, or even the later Cro-Magnon man, religion, the gods and the foretelling of fates could not be separated one from the other.


  Primitive man believed the world around him was populated by supernatural beings who controlled everything, including man’s destiny, and one had to be on good terms with them always. By the same token, these deities, in addition to their supernatural powers, had human impulses and frailties and could be swayed by proper attitudes, prayer, sacrifice and other physical deeds.


  Thus a prophecy, once made, could conceivably be altered by action initiated by man. If this sounds primitive and heathen, one should remember that the medieval Church did exactly the same thing—for a consideration, money and prayers, God might forgive the sinner his sins and clear the road for a better life. Even today, this concept persists among some religious communities. Evidence of psychic research does not support this ability to bend fate quite so readily, as will be shown.


  To be a shaman in primitive society required talent, of course, just as a successful preacher today must combine moving oratory with his ministerial duties. The shaman had no training, but he had “the gift of tongues,” mediumship in modern parlance, and more often, a good sense of psychology. The coupling of ordinary perception with extrasensory perception enabled him to do the job more or less efficiently.


  In primitive societies of the historical age and even to this day, these priests have been called sorcerers or witch doctors. These of course are misnomers, unconscious aping of missionary terminology, for a missionary always considers religions other than his own as the work of inferior forces, if not the “devil.” If any of these primitive shamans were sorcerers, their powers were entirely compatible with modern knowledge of chemistry and parapsychology.


  What so-called miracles they performed, and indeed still perform in some remote areas of our world, were possible only because of their intimate knowledge, perhaps intuitive, of the workings of the natural law, a knowledge often forgotten or suppressed by civilized man.


  As man grew more and more sophisticated, the prophet-priest became more powerful. As yet, the religious aspects and the paranormal abilities were not in conflict, although priests usually tried to be prophets and prophets certainly were priests, in their own way. In addition to mediumship, through which the “gods” told the shamans what would happen to their flock, the shaman also practiced dream interpretation. These ancient precursors of Freud and Jung were no less respectable, and often more accurate, than the modern men with their couches.


  There is a strong conviction among many researchers that a civilization once existed on a continent named Atlantis, which no longer is part of the surface of the earth. This civilization is believed to have practiced prediction and prophecy as a matter of national policy. Be that as it may, and it may well have been, in recorded history the ancient Sumerians were the first civilized race with a complex system of prophecy. This was about 6,000 years ago.


  Prophets were regarded with increasing respect by successive civilizations—the Babylonian, the Assyrian and, of course, the Hebrew.


  In the Old Testament the prophecy of Joseph, made about 1800 B.C., that seven bountiful years would be followed by seven lean ones, proved entirely correct. Fortunately for Joseph and the Egyptians, the pharaoh to whom the prophecy was made followed the advice and had grain stored away for such an eventuality.


  From the eighth century B.C. onward, prophecy in the land of Israel was recognized as more than an accidental talent possessed by certain priests and individuals. The only nation practicing a monotheistic religion in a sea of animistic beliefs, the Hebrews’ preoccupation with intellectual pursuits rather than conquest led them to pay close attention to the “chosen ones” among them. For it was inconceivable to the ancient Israelites that anything as important as the gift of prophecy could be other than an outright gift of God to be used for the good of the nation.


  As the prophets became public figures, they occupied themselves less with the “individual customers”—the sitters, as a modern psychic reader would call them—and more with the national scene. Kings both respected and feared the prophets and eagerly sought their influence and friendship.


  Eventually king and prophet, as the embodiments of power, vied for supremacy. The confrontation found its ultimate expression in the opposing positions of emperor and pope during the Middle Ages. By that time both powers had been substantially weakened through overindulgence—the prophet-priest by assuming temporal powers, and the emperor by meddling in spiritual affairs.


  Despite the fact that their principal clients were the kings of Israel, or perhaps because of it, to prove their mettle, the prophets did not hesitate to speak out publicly against the king. Some of their predictions were merely politically inspired warnings, chiefly moral in connotation, but others were genuine prophecies. Gradually, prophets came to predict mainly doom, as, for example, when Amos foretold the fall of the kingdom of Israel twenty years before it happened, and Jeremiah (whose name is synonymous with a doomsday prophet in modern parlance) correctly predicted the destruction of Jerusalem.


  When the Jews returned from the Babylonian exile in 444 B.C., a reform movement abolished the power of the prophets to the extent that prophesying became punishable by death. Priests were merely to minister to the spiritual needs of the individual, and the high priest was restricted to supervising the religious ceremonies and guiding the temporal ruler. But many prophets did not wish to suppress their gift, and they devised ways to disguise their forecasts. Their revelations are known as apocalyptic, which means revealing the unknown.


  One of the most fascinating examples of these hidden prophecies is the Apocalypse of St. John, with its four horsemen of destruction—a prophecy many think will be fulfilled. The message is covered up with symbols and mysticism, but it is unmistakably a reference to fiery death from the skies, war, pestilence and famine visited on an unrepenting mankind.


  The Greeks and Romans also practiced the “art” of divination. The Delphic oracle got wealthy on the gifts of clients eager for a peek into the future. Good political insight and up-to-date information on world affairs, combined with a genuine trance induced by the vapors of natural gas, helped the priestess formulate her prophecies.


  One of the better-known readings at Delphi was given Croesus of Lydia. Told that he would destroy an important kingdom by crossing the river Halys, he naturally assumed he would prevail over Persia and attacked, but he was defeated and the kingdom he destroyed was his own.


  Ambiguity was one of the trademarks of the Delphic oracle, and it has been said that the prophecies were thus styled to avoid ever being wrong. Unquestionably, some genuine psychic ability was also involved, varying with the individual priestess in charge.


  The soothsayer who warned Julius Caesar to beware the Ides of March certainly belongs among the prophets. The ancients liked to induce their prophecies by staring into the insides of a chicken or at a cloth full of smooth sand, just as contemporary seers get psychic concentration from coffee grounds, tea leaves, crystal balls or tarot cards. The tools differ, but the object is the same: to tap the unconscious of the medium.


  Here, as in the East, divination of the future and prophecy have been deduced from astrological knowledge, but that is mathematical calculation and interpretation rather than true prophecy, which is always intuitive and emotionally induced.


  During the Middle Ages all spirituality outside the established Church was condemned as the work of the devil. As late as the eighteenth century, psychics were killed in the name of one or the other Church merely because their powers were not understood by the dogmatic clerics.


  Modern man has tried to supplant the prophet of old with the statistician and the research scientist, and if the latter is not careful he may find himself supplanted one day by a computer.


  Laws of probability are of course a kind of prediction, perhaps even prophecy if applied to large issues. For instance, a geophysicist can foretell the possibility of an earthquake in California along a certain fault within the foreseeable future, or a political scientist can reasonably prophesy the chances of war with Communist China by such and such a time, unless….


  There is always an “unless” with prophecies based on reason or rationalization, for they are merely poor substitutes for true prophecies. But man in his admiration for things rational clings to them fervently. The laws of predictability are man-made and thus fallible, while natural law, which governs true prophecies and all psychic phenomena, is unwavering.


  Now the implications of all this are vital to the very concept of man’s nature and the system under which the universe operates. For if some men can “tune in” on events prior to their happening and can warn the populace of impending disasters, then the law of cause and effect, which the world has sworn by for so long, must be imperfect or even obsolete.


  That there is another
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