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Preface
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For centuries the soul has been sought inside the body, as though it were a hidden spark that one day abandons its house of flesh and departs for somewhere else. This book proposes to look at the question from a different angle. We will not search for a ghost inside the machine, because we will argue there is none. Instead, we will offer a single model capable of explaining, without contradicting itself, what life is, what happens at death, what the resurrection will be, where human freedom comes from, what the angels are, and why evil exists.

The central idea can be stated in one sentence: existence is a continuous transmission of information sustained by Jehovah, the Source of all things. The language of information—servers, transmissions, records—is not used here to reduce the sacred to a machine, but the reverse: to recover, in the words of our time, what the Scriptures teach about a God who not only created life once, but sustains it in every instant.

And it is no accident that the entire model springs from the very meaning of the divine name. That is where we begin. Scripture quotations follow the New World Translation.

What follows is a system. Every piece fits with the others, and that coherence is, perhaps, its best argument.

❖  ❖  ❖
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Chapter 1 · The Name That Sustains
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Before we speak of servers, of transmissions, or of souls, we must speak of a name. Because everything this book proposes is already present, in seed form, in the meaning of God's name.

The name Jehovah comes from the Hebrew verb hawah, "to be" or "to become," and it is understood in a causative sense: "He causes to become." It is not the name of a static being who merely exists, but of the One who causes existence. From this it is rightly emphasized that Jehovah causes his purposes to come to pass: he is faithful, he fulfills what he promises, he turns his word into reality. But the name says something more, and this is the key to all that follows.

If the name means "He causes to become," and we read it not as an act completed in the past but as a continuous action, then it names not only the One who made things be once, but the One who continually makes them be. Not "the one who made," but "the one who makes be": now, in this instant, and in the next. The existence of each creature is not an event that occurred in the beginning and was left behind; it is a present action of God that never stops.

From this, without forcing anything, springs the image that will run through the entire book. If Jehovah makes each thing be in each moment, then creation is not a clock that was wound up and left to run on its own, but a living transmission flowing without pause from the Source. To live is to be receiving that continuous action of "making be." And death, as we will see, need not be a violent destruction: it is enough for that action to cease with respect to someone, for that someone to cease to be.

The name holds a second truth as well, this time by contrast. If Jehovah is the One who causes things to become, then things do not make themselves be. To exist on one's own account, receiving being from no one, is a quality the name reserves exclusively for its bearer. He is the one who makes be; everything else is that which is made to be. This single idea, contained in the name, draws the most important boundary of all: the one that separates the Creator from the creature. We are not pieces of God, nor independent sources of existence; we are beings whom He makes be. We will keep this in view in every chapter.

And there is a third truth, the most consoling, which was also there from the start. If the name means that He causes things to become, then to give life again to someone who has died is not a miracle of a different kind from creation: it is the same divine act—making be—exercised once more upon the one He remembers. The God who made you be, and who makes you be in every instant, is exactly the same God who can make you be again. The resurrection, far from being an astonishing exception to the rules, turns out to be the fullest expression of what the name already announced.

The whole model that follows is, at bottom, nothing more than the orderly unfolding of these three truths the divine name already contained: that He makes us be continually, that He alone exists by himself, and that for this reason He can make us be again.

❖  ❖  ❖
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Chapter 2 · To Exist Is to Be Sustained
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Let us begin, then, with the Source. Jehovah is here the Server: the origin of the information that forms reality and of the laws that govern it. But before going on, it is worth spelling out fully the distinction already hinted at in the name, because getting it wrong would bring down the whole structure.

We are not parts of God. We are sustained in being by God.

The difference seems subtle and is enormous. If we were fragments of the divine substance, God would be divisible, the boundary between Creator and creature would be erased, and it would be impossible to speak of annihilation, because God cannot "lose pieces of himself." The truth of the model is otherwise—cleaner and more humble: the creature does not exist on its own account, not for a single second. Jehovah holds it in existence moment by moment. To live is to be receiving, without pause, the flow of life from the Source—it is to be made to be, continually, by the One whose very name is precisely that.

This is what the apostle Paul affirms in Athens, when he says that in God we have life, and move, and exist (Acts 17:28). It is not a lovely turn of phrase: it is a description of the way we are. And Colossians 1:17 completes it by declaring that all things subsist by means of him. "To subsist" means, in this model, to go on receiving the transmission. Cut the flow, and no remnant floats off; silence remains.

Imagine a song playing through a speaker. The music does not live inside the speaker: the speaker only reproduces it while the signal arrives. The body is that receiver. The song of your existence is in the Source, and is transmitted continuously to your body so that it may sound it forth in the physical world.

❖  ❖  ❖

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 3 · You Do Not Have a Soul; You Are a Soul
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From this follows something that completely changes the way we understand death. The human being does not possess a soul the way one keeps an object. The human being is a soul.

The Hebrew word we usually render "soul," nephesh, does not designate an invisible substance locked inside the body, but the whole living person. Genesis 2:7 shows it precisely: God forms the body from the dust, breathes into it the breath of life, and from the union of those two things a living soul results. The soul is not a third ingredient added to the mixture. The soul is the mixture itself, functioning.

This is why Ezekiel 18:4 can say that the soul that sins will die: the soul is mortal, because the soul is us, and we die. And this is why Ecclesiastes 9:5 teaches that the dead know nothing at all, and Psalm 146:4 that on the day a person expires their thoughts vanish. There is no conscious "I" waiting somewhere else. When the body stops, the person ceases to exist.

Return to the image of the speaker, or think of a light bulb. Take away the current, and the light does not go off to shine somewhere else: it simply goes out. Death is not a journey. It is a cessation.

This explains, in passing, why science will never find the soul by examining the body. It will find the receiver—the brain, the neurons, the connections—and the physical effects of the transmission, but never the transmission itself, because
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