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What If You Were An Inventor?
So. You want to be an inventor. You want to dream up something nobody has ever
thought of before, build it out of gears and wire and sheer stubbornness, and watch it
come to life right there in front of you. That’s an exciting thing to want.
But here's a secret most people don't know: being an inventor isn't really about being a
genius. It's about being curious — and curious is something you already know how to be.
Inventors notice problems most people have stopped noticing, and they refuse to let
them go. The process almost always starts with observation: spotting something that
doesn't work as well as it could, and caring enough to ask why. Let’s find out what it’s
really like.
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From observation comes experimentation. You build a prototype — a rough early version
of your idea — and test it. It usually doesn’t work, at least not completely. Every failure
isn’t the end. It’s data. It’s the world telling you: not quite yet, but you’re getting warmer.
You find out exactly how and why it fails, which tells you something valuable. You have to
build the thing to understand the thing.
Invention is iterative (requiring a lot of trial and error) and patient and full of wrong turns
that turn out to be the map.
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What An Inventor Actually Does
An inventor creates new things — devices, processes, materials, or systems that didn’t
exist before. The popular image of the lone genius having a sudden inspiration is mostly
wrong. Real invention is a process: identifying a problem, researching what exists,
building and testing prototypes, failing, understanding why, adjusting, and trying again.
When a reporter asked Thomas Edison how it felt to have failed 1,000 times before finding
the right lightbulb filament, Edison replied: “I didn’t fail 1,000 times. I found 1,000 ways
that didn’t work.” That’s the inventor’s mindset. Inventors work across every field —
medical devices, materials science, software, agriculture, environmental technology,
consumer products. The satisfaction of making something that works — that actually
solves the problem it was designed for — is the same at every scale.




OEBPS/images/page001.jpg
So You Want
ToBe.-"

~—~BOOKS —





OEBPS/images/page002.jpg





OEBPS/images/page007.jpg





OEBPS/images/page003.jpg





OEBPS/images/page004.jpg





OEBPS/images/page005.jpg





OEBPS/images/page006.jpg















OEBPS/nav.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		Title Page


      		Copyright Page


      		What If You Were An Inventor?


      		What An Inventor Actually Does


      		Where They Work


      		The Tools of the Trade


      		The Best Parts of the Job


      		The Hardest Parts of the Job


      		The Most Surprising Thing About This Job


      		A Day in the Life


      		The People You Work With


      		How You Help People


      		The Most Important Qualities of an Inventor


      		Things You Might Not Expect To Need


      		Famous Inventors in History


      		Fun Facts


      		What You Can Do To Prepare Right Now


      		Questions An Inventor Asks


      		Could This Be Your Job?


      		Glossary of Inventor Words


      		A Note From the Author


      		Want To Learn More?


      		So you want to be a …


      		About This Series


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Start of content


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		i


      		1


      		2


      		3


      		4


      		5


      		6


      		7


      		8


      		9


      		10


      		11


      		12


      		13


      		14


      		15


      		16


      		17


      		18


      		19


      		20


      		21


      		22


      		23


      		24


      		25


      		26


      		27


      		28


      		29


      		30


      		31


      		32


      		33


      		34


      		35


      		36


      		37


      		38


    


  



OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
sl

e

—

~Linda‘Soules”

=~










OEBPS/images/page00i.jpg





