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			Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows

			A joint work

			
					Mary Ann Shaffer was an American author who was born in Martinsburg, USA in 1934 and died in 2008. She is the author of:	The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society (2008)




					Annie Barrows is an American novelist who was born in San Diego, USA in 1962. Some of her notable works include:	The Magic Half (2007), children’s novel

	Ivy and Bean (2008), children’s novel

	The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society (2008), novel




			

			Mary Ann Shaffer was born in the USA in 1934. She was an editor, librarian and book shop employee. Her jobs in the book industry led her to write a novel based on the publishing world. After a trip to London, she set off for Guernsey and was immediately fascinated by the fact that the island was formerly under German occupation, to such an extent that she later decided to make it the setting of her story.

			She spent several years writing the book. However, when her health began to decline she turned to her niece, Annie Barrows, a children’s author, for help. She died in 2008 before managing to see her first and only book published and go on to become a bestseller.

		


		
			The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society

			An absolutely delicious novel

			
					Genre: Epistolary novel

					Reference Edition: Barrows, A. and Shaffer, M. A. (2008) The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society. London: Bloomsbury.

					1st edition: 2008

					Themes: literature, reading, WWII, writing, love

			

			The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society is an epistolary novel: in other words, a book made up of an exchange of letters. The novel was published in (American) English after the death of Mary Ann Shaffer in 2008.

			Through a series of letters, the novel tells the story of a London-based woman writer’s encounter with the inhabitants of the island of Guernsey. The Second World War has just come to an end, and everyone is still suffering from the effects of this difficult time. Through the letters that are exchanged, the reader not only learns what happened in the Channel Islands, but also finds out more about the life of lovers of reading. 

		


		
			Summary

			The Literary Society

			Juliet Ashton, a young English writer, is travelling around England to promote her book. Although she loves her job, she is painfully aware of its drawbacks, especially since she would like meet up with her friend Sophie, the sister of her editor Sidney Stark.

			One day, after receiving flowers from a certain Markham Reynolds, she asks her editor to find out who he is. She learns that he is a rich American heir who works in newspaper publishing. Juliet then gets in contact with him and he ends up inviting her to dinner. The young woman falls under his spell from the moment she sets eyes on him, and they subsequently begin to go out in public together. Some time later, Markham asks her to marry him, but Juliet turns him down.

			Meanwhile, a man called Dawsey Adams writes to Juliet to ask her some questions about the English writer Charles Lamb (1775-1834). He is in fact the new owner of one of Lamb’s books, Selected Essays of Elia, which once belonged to Juliet and on which her name and address had been noted. He and Juliet then begin a correspondence about the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, of which he is a member. Dawsey asks his friends Amelia Maugrey, Isola Pribby, Eben Ramsey, and John Bookeret to write to Juliet as well, and they all describe their relationship with reading to her. In this way, Juliet learns much about the inhabitants of the island and what they are reading during the Occupation. From these letters, Juliet discovers that the war forced families to split up and that some of the island’s children were sent off to England before the arrival of the Germans, while certain inhabitants used their wits to survive. She also learns that Elizabeth, the founder of the society, was arrested and sent to the Ravensbrück concentration camp. Deeply moved by these stories, she decides to dedicate an article to them for The Times.

			Juliet also receives letters from a woman called Adelaïde, a bitter old spinster who intends to sabotage Juliet’s article by condemning the literary society. She takes her criticism one step further in targeting Elizabeth, whose daughter Kit is the fruit of an affair with Christian Hellman, a German. But Dawsey, who introduced the couple to one another, reveals that the couple were truly in love with one another. The society is quick to respond. After trying to Damage the reputation the members of the Society, Adelaïde is then targeted herself by Isola, a member of the society who is as eccentric as she is lovable. In spite of this background squabbling, Juliet writes her article, and her correspondents are very happy with it.

			A book about Elizabeth

			Juliet announces to her correspondents that she wishes to leave for Guernsey in order to meet the members of the Society. The news is met with enthusiasm from all, except from Markham, who tries to convince her to stay in England. However, Juliet, driven by her desire to meet up with her new friends, stands her ground for the first time. While waiting for her to arrive, the island’s inhabitants prepare Elizabeth’s cottage for the writer.

			On arriving in Guernsey, Juliet discovers the faces that she had imagined through the letters, particularly Dawsey’s, her first contact in Guernsey, who she describes very tenderly and at great length. With the exception of Kit, Elizabeth’s daughter, everyone is delighted by her arrival. However, Juliet manages to win over even her with a joke on the very first day. Kit is surprised and becomes very fond of the young woman.

			Once she arrives at Elizabeth’s home, Juliet cannot help but begin to admire the other woman, who is praised at great length by the other inhabitants of the island and has been missing since her arrest. Juliet also attends a meeting of the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, during which the main speaker verbally attacks another member of the group. At the same time, she begins work on her new novel.

			Meanwhile, the island hears word from Remy, a former prisoner of the Ravensbrück camp, that Elizabeth has passed away, which comes as a great shock to the whole of Guernsey. Dawsey and Amelia decide to meet Remy in Normandy. While they are gone, the task of looking after Kit falls to Juliet. The writer, who is struggling to make progress with her new book, asks Sidney for advice. The editor therefore comes to visit Guernsey to help her out. In the meantime, Juliet’s friend Isola, a member of the Society with an inquisitive nature, questions the editor on his relationship with Juliet. During the discussion, Sidney denies being in love with Juliet, since he is actually gay.

			After reading the first few chapters of Juliet’s book, Sidney makes her see the real subject of her work: instead of exploring the Occupation, she is actually concentrating on the character at the centre of the Literary Society – Elizabeth. From that point onwards, Juliet begins to focus more on this unknown woman, gathering accounts from those who knew her. As for Dawsey, he manages to convince Remy to come to Guernsey. As he is leaving to meet her, he and Juliet share an intimate moment which is interrupted by the arrival of Markham. Markham’s intrusion leads the young woman to come to terms with her feelings, and she puts an end to their relationship the very next day. Remy arrives on the island and life goes back to normal: Juliet continues to look after Kit in the cottage and still regularly sees Amelia, Isola and even Dawsey, although he is no longer quite so friendly with her since the sudden appearance of Markham, who clearly prevented the two from growing closer.

			The methods of Miss Marple

			As she prepares to speak during a Literary Society meeting, Isola loses the notes she took during her reading and improvises, telling a story about her grandmother. She quickly phones Juliet, who discovers that some of the letters which Granny Pheen received and which were kept by Isola are signed O. F. O’F. W. W, possibly the signature of Oscar Wilde (Irish writer, 1854-1900). This is then confirmed by an expert. Sidney sends his secretary, whom Kit is immediately suspicious of, to fetch the letters. Susan Scott, one of Sidney’s colleagues, intervenes to prove that the child is right: the secretary is actually working for a journalist who wants to tarnish the young woman’s reputation. Thankfully, she is stopped in time. 

			Juliet makes two decisions which will turn her life upside down: adopting Kit and moving to Guernsey. She does, however, seem dismayed to find Remy with Dawsey, which Sidney takes as a sign that she is in love with Dawsey. Isola, who has a great admiration for Miss Marple, the heroine of Agatha Christie’s novels (British writer, 1890-1976), decides to use her methods of behavioural observation to make Juliet understand her feelings for Dawsey. If Juliet was truly convinced that Dawsey and Remy were in love, this is mostly because she chose to think so rather than deducing it from evidence and objective facts.

			A party is planned for Sidney’s return to Guernsey and Eben, one of the Literary Society’s more discreet members, states that some happy news will be announced. Juliet is convinced that this is the chance Remy and Dawson have been waiting for in order to make their love official. However, the news ends up being nothing more than the fact that Remy is leaving for France. Nevertheless, Juliet continues to believe that they are in love, but that Dawsey is just too timid to admit his feelings to Remy. Isola later shares her findings with Juliet, who realises that she was wrong from the beginning: the objects that Dawsey holds dear are all memories of times he spent with Juliet, not with Remy. She then runs after Dawsey and asks him to marry her. He accepts, and Juliet informs Sidney that he has to come back to Guernsey to attend their wedding.

		


		
			Character study

			In London with Juliet

			Juliet Ashton

			Juliet Ashton is the main character of the novel. She is in her thirties and is the author of the book Izzy Bickerstaff Goes to War. One day, she receives a letter from Dawsey, a resident of Guernsey, whose radically different experience of the Second World War intrigues her so much that she begins to correspond regularly with him. She is then sent letters from friends of Dawsey who, like him, are also residents of Guernsey and also belong to the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society. As they continue to exchange letters, a friendship begins to bud between her and her correspondents, motivating her to go visit them in order to write about their experiences under the Occupation.

			Being a strong-willed woman, she does not think twice before leaving her partner Markham Reynolds for Guernsey, despite his protests to the contrary. Playful and loyal, especially towards her friend and editor Sidney, she takes perfectly to island life, even if she does have to go through a few personal upheavals on the way. One of these is her attachment to Kit, the daughter of the late Elizabeth who becomes her principal source of inspiration, and the other is Dawsey. As the story progresses, we see Juliet fall helplessly in love with the island of Guernsey and its inhabitants. Thanks to them, she begins to come out of her shell and become a gentler person while still keeping her ironic, mocking humour.

			Sidney Stark

			Sidney Stark is Juliet’s editor as well as her friend. As a result, he very quickly warns her off her partner Markham Reynolds, for whom he harbours a certain dislike: as an editor, he is a little jealous and frightened to see his favourite author leave for America, while as a friend he distrusts the very charming Markham.

			Professionally, he strikes exactly the right balance between protective friend (reinforced by the ten year age gap between them) and editor, which allows him to maintain a critical approach to the young woman’s work. He also does not hesitate to criticise her when necessary: “Strings of anecdotes don't make a book. Juliet, your book needs a centre” (p. 174).

			However, their relationship is purely professional and friendly. In fact, by revealing his homosexuality to Isola (which Juliet already knows about), he confirms that their relationship will remain platonic. Thanks to Juliet, he too succumbs to the charms of Guernsey and its residents (particularly Isola, who he stays with during his first visit) and takes a keen interest in little Kit, who he takes great pleasure in spoiling with presents from London. 

			Sophie Stark

			Sophie Stark, Sidney’s sister, is the childhood friend of Juliet. Even though she lives in Scotland, she remains her closest friend. She is the one in whom Juliet most often confides her setbacks in love: “I want so much to talk to you. I want you to tell me whether I should marry Mark Reynolds” (p. 116). The two friends are very fond of one another.

			Even if

			Markham Reynolds, Junior

			
			
			Over at the Guernsey Literary Society

			Elizabeth McKenna

			
			
			
			Christian Hellman

			
			Kit

			
			Dawsey Adams

			
			
			Amelia Maugery 

			
			Isola Pribby

			
			
			Remy Giraud

			
			
			John Booker

			
		

OEBPS/Images/BS-promo-newformat-2016.png
=
'd
2
<
z
<
X
o
0
]

Shed new light
on your favorite books with

Bright

=Summaries.com

www.brightsummaries.com





OEBPS/Images/9782806280435_title.png
BOOK ANALYSIS

Written by Mélanie Ackerman
Translated by Ciaran Traynor

The Guernsey
Literary and
Potato Peel
Pie Society

BY MARY ANN SHAFFER
AND ANNIE BARROWS

Bg
éu

mmaries.com





OEBPS/Images/9782806280435_coverMarketing.jpg
Br |ght
=Su

mmaries.com

The Guernsey
Literary and
Potato Peel Pie
Society

BY MARY ANN SHAFFER
AND ANNIE BARROWS





