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It is a striking fact that Titus is not mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles as accompanying Paul on any of his journeys. We learn from Gal.2:3 that Titus was a Greek, and that he was with Paul and Barnabas when they visited Jerusalem, and laid before those of repute the gospel preached among the Gentiles. In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul mentions Titus no less than nine times, and in one instance refers to him as my fellow-worker” (2 Cor.8:23).

It would seem that Paul had recently visited Crete and left Titus there with the charge that he should “set in order the things that were wanting, and appoint elders in every city” (Tit.1:5). To assist Titus, the qualifications of the elders or overseers are clearly set out.  It has been suggested that the letter was sent from Ephesus just before the apostle set out for Nicopolis, where he intended to winter, and Titus was asked to join him there (Tit.3:12).

When the apostle Paul completed the letter to the Colossians, and was about to send it by the hand of Tychicus, he wrote a remarkable letter to a wealthy citizen of Colossae, Philemon by name, about a runaway slave. How grateful we are that this personal letter has a place in the canon of Scripture. It reveals some aspects of the apostle’s character which may not have been apparent to us other­wise. It has been said that it is the letter of a Christian gentleman, kindly, courteous, tactful, not too proud to beg a favour, and yet maintaining the dignity of his position as an ambassador of Christ. The recipient could not resist its appeal.

We are not at present dealing with the subject matter of the letter, but considering when and where it was written. Epaphras, who was from Colossae, must have spent much time with the apostle in the prison-house discussing the well-being of the church in that city and the individual saints who comprised it. The names of Philemon, Apphia, and Archippus would often be mentioned, and then the remarkable case of Onesimus, who had probably robbed his master Philemon, and later found his way to Rome itself.

The letter to Philemon was the sequel. The apostle writes as “Paul the aged, and now a prisoner also of Christ Jesus”. The story of the runaway slave is told simply, and with telling effect. While Tychicus delivered the apostle’s letter to the elders at Colossae, Onesimus made his way over ground he knew so well to the home of his master Philemon, and handed over the letter addressed to him. As master and slave confronted one another, it must have been a touching scene, and we leave them, thankful on our part that the letter which brought them together again has an honoured place in the New Testament.
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Tit.1:1,2,3
Paul writes of himself as a bondservant of Jesus Christ, in Rom.1:1, of himself and Timothy as bondservants of Christ Jesus in Phil.1:1, and here of himself as a bondservant of God. All angels, save those who are fallen, and all redeemed men, are bondservants of God (Rev.19:10). Paul was also an apostle (one who is sent) of Jesus Christ. He was an apostle “according to the faith of God’s elect.” Is this “faith” or “the Faith”? We think that it is the former. There is no definite article before “faith”. Even though persons are elect before the foundation of the world, they must exercise faith in the message that Paul was chosen to bring to them, for salvation is through faith. To this end Paul said that he endured all things for the elect’s sake, that they might obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory (2 Tim.2:10). 
Paul the herald of the divine message must reach the elect, some of whom were in prison and some free, for they must hear and believe the gospel in order to be saved. “Belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of (God or) Christ” (Rom.10:17). “And the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness:” Paul joins two things together here, faith and the knowledge of the truth. This he does again in 1 Tim.2:4, where he says that it is God’s will that “all men should be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth.” These two statements cover the apostle’s work among men: (1) faith and salvation, (2) the knowledge of the truth. The truth known and acted upon by believers results in godliness of life. Paul, as we have seen, was an apostle according to (1) the faith of God’s elect, and (2) the knowledge of the truth. Then he says that it was “in hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised before times eternal.” “In” here is in the Greek epi – “upon”; of this one has said, “The condition under which the apostolic mission rests.” 

How useless would have been Paul’s apostleship, if it was not in the fulfilment of a promise of One who cannot lie, who promised eternal life to all believers before times eternal, namely, from eternity! Though the words “the hope of eternal life” in Tit.1:2 and Tit.3:7 are alike, yet the connection in which they are found is different, and consequently their meaning is different. The promise of eternal life, which is the same as “His word,” was manifested in the message or proclamation with which Paul was entrusted. This message was to be manifested in His, or its, own seasons. All this was according to the commandment of God our Saviour. Here is stretched out before us the promise of eternal life before times eternal and the fulfilment of the promise in time in the message of the word of God which is received by faith on the part of God’s elect.

Tit.1:4
Paul calls Titus his true (genuine) child after a common faith; he described Timothy also as his true child in faith (1 Tim.1:2). “In faith” and “a common faith” mean the same kind of faith, not “the Faith.” It is faith common to all believers. Paul’s salutation is, grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour. God is our Saviour in verse 3.
Tit.1:5
Paul left Timothy in Ephesus, and Titus in Crete. Each was given his charge as to the need existing in the churches in those places. The work of Titus was to set in order things that were wanting, and the lack of recognised elders to care for and rule in the flock must have been outstanding amongst the things that were wanting in the churches in Crete. Some have postulated that, since we have today no apostles to appoint elders, as in Acts 14:21-23, and no apostles’ delegates, as Timothy and Titus, we can have no men recognised as elders now. Surely the work of feeding and shepherding the flock of God still exists, as in the time of the apostles, and there is the need for men being recognised who are fitted to do this. Also, what use would there be today for such portions of the word of God as 1 Tim.3:1-7 and Tit.1:6-9? None at all! There is no hidden satanic poison in the words “elder” and “overseer” that we should need to avoid their use, and substitute some other word coined by men in modern times to describe elders and overseers, the shepherds of the flock. 
We definitely believe that the Scriptures teach the recognition and appointment of elders to care for the flock, and that such elders form an elderhood or presbytery. These are addressed collectively in a much wider sphere than the elders of an individual church. See in proof of this 1 Pet.5:1-11, where the elders of the churches of God in five provinces in Asia (1 Pet.1:1), which formed a spiritual house (of God) and a holy and royal priesthood (1 Pet.2:3-5,9,10) are addressed as a whole “The elders therefore among you I exhort ... tend the flock of God which is among you, exercising the oversight.”

Tit.1:6,7,8,9
Here again is a picture, as in 1 Tim.3:1-7, of the character and conduct of an elder or overseer. Having already, in 1 Tim.3, remarked on “the husband of one wife,” I suggest that this should be read. An elder must be blameless, one against whom no charge can be laid. He has to have but one wife. If he has believing children, they are not to be loose in behaviour or morals or unruly, that is, insubordinate. The overseer, as God’s steward in His house, must be free from any charge. He must not be self-willed or headstrong, not soon angry or passionate when his views and judgements are not accepted. He is not to be given to wine, and consequently not a brawler, not a striker, not greedy of base gain: so much for the negative side of his life. As to the positive, he is to be hospitable, that is, a lover of strangers, a lover of good, sober-minded, of sound mind, that is, discreet or self-restrained, just and holy (pious), temperate; holding to, or fast clinging to, or not letting go, the faithful word, which is according to the teaching which he had been taught. In consequence of his holding to what he had been taught, he would be able to exhort or encourage others in the sound and healthful doctrine, and also to convict or refute the gainsayers, such as question or contradict.
Tit.1:10,11
Whilst we shall be for ever indebted to men of Jewish race, such as the apostles and others, for the work they did at the beginning of this dispensation, and for the New Testament Scriptures which they left behind, we cannot fail to see in the New Testament how much the work of God suffered, both from Jews (they of the circumcision) who were in the churches of God, and also from Jews outside, who persecuted Paul and his fellow-workers continually. Here in these verses they of the circumcision are seen, with others, at their deadly, damaging work. They were insubordinate, men who would not be subject to authority, vain talkers and deceivers; a trio of badness which would ruin any community. Paul said that their mouths must be stopped. Though their mouths could not well be stopped in private, their mouths must be stopped in public by a public statement that such men were not allowed to speak. They were to be silenced in all gatherings of God’s people. What serious work is indicated in the fact that they overthrow whole houses by teaching things that are not befitting, that is, that they teach what they ought not to teach, and they do it for the sake of base gain!
Tit.1:12,13,14

The natural state of the Cretans was low; so much so, that their avarice, ferocity, fraud and begging, were proverbial, of which several ancient writers have written. Epimenides, a Cretan, and a prophet of their own, described them in the words quoted by Paul. Their ferocity is expressed in the words, “evil wild beasts,” one of the lowest descriptions given of men. It is God’s description of the coming antichrist, “the wild beast.” Of their fraud, they were said to be always liars, and of their avarice and begging, they were lazy gluttons. One could hardly imagine a more demoralized people; and the miracle was that the gospel was received by many of them, and that there were churches of God in every city in Crete. There was ever the fear that they would slip back to their former manner of life, and Titus was told to reprove them sharply or severely, that they may be sound, or healthy, in the faith. Also, that they were not to give heed to
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