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      The Ancient Magick for Today's Witch Series is a series for modern witches to explore ancient magick, covering Celtic, Gypsy, and Crystal magic, among others. It offers practical advice on spells, rituals, and enchantments for today's use, incorporating natural energies and spiritual connections. With insights into Shamanism, Wicca, and more, it helps readers enhance their magickal journey, offering paths to protection, prosperity, and spiritual growth by combining ancient wisdom with contemporary practice.
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      The moon is a celestial body man has used as a tool since the times of cave dwellers. Stone carvings and cave art have been found that show early humans used the moon to track time. Man has been obsessed with the moon from ancient times. Poems, nursery rhymes, and songs are written about it, and it plays a part in almost every horror movie written. Man has even raced to be the first to land on the moon. And let’s not forget that when you were a kid, you probably thought the man on the moon was watching you. The moon was made from Swiss cheese because of the dark craters in it (Our Ancient Obsession with Capturing the Moon, 2019).

      Scientifically speaking, the moon has an immense influence over the Earth and affects the ocean’s tides because of its gravitational pull on the planet. The moon takes around 29.5 days to completely orbit the Earth, doing so in a counterclockwise rotation. The moon rotates around the Earth at an average speed of up to 2,300 miles per hour. The moon travels the same time to spin about its own axis as it progresses around the Earth. Because of the time it takes to orbit its own axis, only one side of the moon ever faces the Earth. The moon’s hemisphere, which faces away from the Earth, is known as the dark side of the moon (Facts About the Moon, 2004).

      The moon’s dark or far side is called the lunar side of the moon, which is not actually that dark at all. A lunar day lasts for up to one month, baking the moon’s lunar side at temperatures of up to 243° Fahrenheit for periods of two weeks at a time. Therefore, the moon’s dark side is airless and dry; there are no indigenous water sources on the moon. As hot as the dark side can get for two weeks, it can get even colder for another two when it descends into darkness. When the moon’s lunar side moves into two weeks of darkness, it cools down to temperatures of up to -272° Fahrenheit (Facts About the Moon, 2004).

      If one gazes up at the moon from the Earth, what can be regarded as the man in the moon is really giant pits in the moon. Scars left from objects that hit into its surface, leaving craters and rocky rubble centuries ago.

      During each month of the year, the moon changes shape in what appears to be a cyclic rotation called lunar phases or the moon’s phases. The different aspects of the moon hold a considerable influence over the Earth like the tides, as discussed above. It is not only the planet that is affected by the different phases of the moon. It is also the creatures on it. Animals, including human beings, are deeply affected. Hence the sayings about moon madness and why people sometimes do crazy things during a full moon. The moon has an effect on human emotions during certain phases of it. It influences astrology and affects how a witch’s magick spells will work; some spells work better during specific cycles of the moon.

      This book explores the various phases of the moon and introduces you to its magic. By the end of the book, you will have a better understanding of the moon’s phases, eclipses, and how they work together to create powerful moon magic.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            ONE

          

          
            
              [image: ]
            

          

          
            Moon Phases

          

        

      

    

    
      The moon’s shape seems to change when viewed from the Earth because you can only see portions of the moon. This is because of the moon’s positioning between the Earth and the sun at various times of the month. If you thought of the sun like a giant spotlight being shone on the moon, then when the sun is immediately behind the Earth (the Earth is directly between the sun and the moon), it ultimately illuminates the moon, showing a full moon.

      There are four main phases of the moon, which are called lunar phases. The moon shapes appear to vary in size at different times of the month from Earth because of where the moon is positioned to both the sun and the Earth. The new moon is the direct opposite of the full moon as the sun’s spotlight is shining from behind the moon. The moon, immediately between the sun and the Earth through the new moon phase, is barely visible, if at all, to the Earth.

      As the moon passes through the four phases, it will slowly become more visible (waxing) until it is full. From the full moon, its visibility will start to fade away in quarters (waning) until it becomes a new moon.

      New Moon

      The new moon is when the moon lines directly between the Earth and the sun. This means the sun is behind the moon, illuminating its dark side so it cannot be seen from Earth. The new moon is considered as being the start of the moon’s cycle as it once again starts its journey around the Earth.

      Waxing Moon

      When the moon passes into the waxing period, it slowly becomes more visible in the night sky in different crescent shapes. As the moon moves into a better position around the Earth, it becomes more visible and can be seen in the sky when the sun goes down right up until sunrise the following day.

      There are a few different waxing moon phases associated with this phase:

      
        	Waxing Crescent — This will appear a few days after the new moon as it travels east and becomes better illuminated. It shows as a slight crescent or edge of the crescent; it looks like a sliver of the moon.

        	First Quarter — This will appear as a half-moon and is called the first quarter because the moon has finished the first quarter of its lunar cycle.

        	Waxing Gibbous — This is the phase where the moon looks like it is almost full and can sometimes appear like the last edge of it has been clipped off. It is the phase directly before the full moon.

      

      Full Moon

      The full moon is the big, bright moon that can sometimes seem so enormous that it is expanded out in front of you, touching down to the Earth below. It is when the moon is the most visible from the Earth, which lies directly between it and the sun. On days of the full moon, you notice that the moon may remain in the sky during the morning. In the western sky, it will set as soon as the sun rises and rise as quickly as the sunsets.

      Waning Moon

      After the full moon lunar phase, it will start to wane as it continues onto the third quarter of its journey around the Earth. The moon will no longer be in the best position to be illuminated, so it looks like minor pieces of it start to fade away.

      There are a few different waning moon phases associated with this phase:

      
        	Waning Gibbous — This is the phase where the moon looks like it is almost full, but a portion of it has been cut away. It is much like the Waxing Gibbous, but the side that will fade is the opposite side to the Waxing Gibbous.

        	Third Quarter — This will appear as a half-moon and is called the third quarter because the moon has finished the third quarter of its lunar cycle. The visible half will be the exact opposite of the half that became visible during the First Quarter moon.

        	Waning Crescent — This will appear as a sliver or small crescent of the moon before it descends into the new moon’s darkness. Once again, the crescent will appear on the opposite side of what emerged during the Waxing Crescent moon.
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      A blue moon is a
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