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It’s only illiterates who write original stories; all educated storytellers are pirates.
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CONTENTS

OVERVIEW

1: A RIVER’S SECRET

2: THE TALE UNBOXED

3: THE RIVER LIFFEY: DUBLIN’S LIFELINE

4: THE CRYSTAL CAVERNS & THE SUNKEN SHIP

5: THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

6: THE QUEST FOR THE GOLDEN PEARL

7: THE ABYSSIANS

8: THE KING’S SECRET

9: DISCOVERING MORE ABYSSIAN MYSTERIES

10: MORE RIVERBED MARVELS

11: A UNIQUE ARCHITECTURE

12: DANGERS IN THE RIVER LIFFEY

13: NEW DISCOVERIES AND CHALLENGES

14: THE MENACE OF RIVER RUNNERS

15: PRAISING THE GUARDIANS WITH SONGS

16: LULLABIES OF THE DEEP

17: AND FINALLY....

INDEX OF DANDY AHURUONYE'S WORKS

SALUTATIONS








CREDITS

Childhood Favourites—Helen Oxenbury & Eugene Trivizas

Illustrated Children’s Bedtime Stories—Dandy Ahuruonye

Samankwe & the Highway Robbers—Cyprian Ekwensi

In Search of Greener Pastures—Dandy Ahuruonye

National Library of Ireland, Kildare Street

Things Fall Apart—Chinua Achebe

British Library, London NW1 2DB

Waboubou—Dandy Ahuruonye

Tallaght Library, South Dublin

World Book Encyclopaedia

Bing Search Engine

Oscar’s Oasis

An original story written and published by Dandy Ahaoma Ahuruonye

[image: Eamon's mother in front of her fish smoking fire with smoke rising as she smokes a pile of fish in front of their cottage home, and Eamon and his father are by the lake in the background trying to board their fishing boat. Add some details like the nets and fishing gear lying near the boat. Include a sense of warmth in Eamon's mother's expression as she tends to her smoking fire. Make sure to capture the cozy, rustic feel of their cottage home.]

Talented writers find the story long before the story finds them.

[image: Finn being untangled from the large fish hook by his Abyssian villagers underwater, with various fish watching]

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

OVERVIEW
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You opened your eyes to glance around. You became aware, and it surprised you that you had really been breathing underwater, and yet, you were not choking. Being underwater also meant being underneath the ground above where your family and the rest of your local community lived. You were even more stunned to confirm that the fish people with real tails surrounded you. They were real, and not made up in a storybook. All of them right there in that underwater town could understand the language of humans living above ground. Your curiosity forces you to explore even more....

Read on to find out how one boy met the best friend he never knew existed, in the beautiful surroundings of an amazing underwater paradise; all thanks to a big fishhook that caught—not an actual fish, but a Riverboy.
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Eamon had always loved the tranquillity of fishing trips with his father. The gentle lapping of the water against their small boat, the soft rustle of the wind through the reeds, and the occasional splash of a fish breaking the surface were all part of the serene symphony that made these outings special. On this particular day, the sun shone brightly, casting a golden glow over the river as Eamon and his father prepared their fishing gear. Hubert, Eamon’s father, a seasoned fisherman, had decided to try a new spot further down the river. They let down a large, sturdy hook, hoping for a big catch. As they waited, Eamon’s thoughts drifted to the stories his father often told him about the mysterious creatures that supposedly lived in the depths of the river. He never took them seriously, but today, something felt different.

Suddenly, the line jerked violently. Eamon’s father helped him grab the rod, struggling to reel in whatever was on the other end. Eamon’s heart raced with excitement and curiosity. As they pulled the line closer, they saw something thrashing in the water. It wasn’t a proper fish, but a boy – a boy with a human face and a fish’s body, caught on the hook by his jacket.

Eamon and his father quickly freed the boy from the hook and brought him aboard. The boy, who introduced himself as Finn, was unlike anything they’d ever seen. He had scales that shimmered in the sunlight and fins that fluttered gently in the air. Despite his initial fear, Finn soon realised that Eamon and his father meant him no harm. They took Finn home, hoping to learn more about him and his world. However, it soon became clear that Finn couldn’t survive outside the water for long. His breathing became laboured, and his scales began to dry out. Eamon knew they had to return him to his underwater home. With a heavy heart, Finn and Eamon made their way back to the river. As they dived beneath the surface, Eamon felt a mix of fear and excitement. He had never ventured into such depths before, and the underwater world was both beautiful and intimidating. They swam through vibrant coral reefs and schools of curious fish, finally arriving at Finn’s underwater kingdom; The Abyssians.

Eamon was awestruck by the sight of these creatures with human faces, hands, and legs, but also fins and fish scales. They moved gracefully through the water, their expressions a mix of curiosity and caution as they observed the newcomer. Finn introduced him to his family and friends, and the initial wariness soon gave way to warmth and hospitality. Eamon spent a while exploring the underwater kingdom, marvelling at its beauty and learning about the Abyssians’ way of life. He and Finn became inseparable, their bond growing stronger with each passing day. Eamon’s presence in the underwater world was not without its challenges, but his determination and kindness won over the Abyssians.

As the boys navigated the complexities of their two worlds, they faced numerous adventures and dangers. The boys encountered both excitement and peril on their journey, as they evaded predatory sea creatures and uncovered hidden secrets of the underwater kingdom. Through it all, their friendship remained steadfast, a beacon of hope and courage in the face of adversity.

But there was something else, a lingering mystery that neither Eamon nor Finn could ignore. Whispers of an ancient secret, hidden deep within the Abyssian realm, began to surface. A secret that could change everything they knew about their worlds. As they delved deeper into the mysteries of the underwater kingdom, they realised that their adventure was only just beginning. Little did they know, their quest would lead them to a confrontation with the Abyssian King himself, revealing truths that would challenge their understanding of loyalty and courage.
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A FISH HOOK and THE RIVERBOY is a tale of friendship, bravery, and the unbreakable bond between two boys from different worlds. It is a story that will captivate readers with its blend of humour, suspense, and heartwarming moments. Join Finn and Eamon as they embark on an unforgettable adventure, discovering the true meaning of loyalty and the surprises that lie in a fascinating but strange realm beneath the surface.

Setting: The story is set in the unexplored depths of an Irish river, where the protagonist, a young fisherman working with his father, discovers an ancient underwater city during a routine fishing expedition. 

Themes: The novel explores themes of discovery, the ethics of exploration, the potential dangers of disturbing the natural order, and the lengths one would go to protect a newfound secret. This is just a broad outline and can be expanded upon with character development, plot twists, and more detailed descriptions of the underwater kingdom and its inhabitants.

1. What are the inhabitants of the underwater city like?

The inhabitants of the underwater kingdom, referred to as the “Abyssians” in the novel, are a fascinating blend of the familiar and the alien. They are humanoid in appearance, but the pressures and conditions of the deep sea have shaped their bodies, making them look like a cross between humans and fish. Their skin is a luminescent blue, a result of bio-luminescent bacteria that live symbiotically on their skin, providing light in the dark depths of the water. They have gill-like structures, allowing them to extract oxygen directly from the water. The Abyssians have developed a society and culture that differs vastly from ours. They have a deep respect for the ocean and its creatures, living in harmony with their environment. Their technology is advanced but is organic and sustainable, grown from genetically modified coral and other sea life. They have a rich history, filled with tales of ancient wars, great explorers, and wise leaders.

2. How did Eamon communicate with them?

Communication with the Abyssians is one of Eamon's biggest challenges, especially during his first few dives. Initially, he attempts to communicate using sign language and pictorial representations, but these efforts are largely unsuccessful. The breakthrough comes when he discovers a device in the city that seems to facilitate communication. The device, when activated, creates a field that allows the diver and the Abyssians to understand each other’s languages. It’s a form of telepathic translation, converting thoughts into a language the other party can understand. This discovery significantly changes the dynamics between Eamon, the diver, and the Abyssians, opening up new possibilities for cooperation and understanding. With time, though, he realised that using the device was a Waste of time as it turned out the Abyssians could actually understand and speak most human languages perfectly.

3. Are there other threats in addition to defence mechanisms?

In addition to the city’s defence mechanisms, every visiting diver faces several other threats. The underwater environment itself is a constant danger. The pressure, the cold, and the lack of sunlight create a hostile environment for a human. 
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Finn also has to deal with dangerous sea creatures, some of which are attracted by the lights and activity in the city. Another significant threat comes from the surface. When a human diver’s disappearance is noticed, a rescue mission is launched. Unaware of the underwater realm, the rescue team’s actions could inadvertently pose a threat to the city. Their sonar scans cause instability in the city’s structures, and their attempts to reach a diver could potentially expose the city’s location to the world. This Underwater Thriller is a gripping tale of discovery, survival, friendship, and secrecy.
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1: A RIVER’S SECRET
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In the heart of Dublin,

Where the River Liffey flows,

Lived a boy named Eamon,

With a spirit that glows.

He’d wander by the river,

With a rod in his hand,

Dreaming of adventures.

In that misty morning,

As dawn began to break,

Eamon cast his line,

Watching ripples in the lake.

The hook sank deep,

Into waters dark and cold,

And soon he felt a tug,

A story to unfold.

From the depths emerged a creature,

Half-human, half-fish,

With scales of silver-blue,

A sight to astonish.

Finn was his name,

From a world beneath the waves,

A realm of hidden wonders,

Of coral reefs and caves.

Eamon pulled him gently,

To the river’s grassy shore,

Finn gasped for breath,

Eyes wide with awe and more.

“Who are you?” Eamon asked,

With curiosity bright,

“I’m Finn,” the boy replied,

“From the depths of night.”

They sat by the river,

Sharing tales of their worlds,

Of Eamon’s life on land,

And Finn’s underwater swirls.

Eamon spoke of forests,

Of skies so vast and clear,

While Finn described the ocean,

Where merfolk held no fear.

Days turned into weeks,

As their friendship grew strong,

Two boys from different realms,

Where they both belonged.

Eamon taught Finn to climb,

To run and to explore,

While Finn showed Eamon treasures

They’d meet at twilight,

Where the river kissed the land,

Exploring both their worlds,

Hand in fin, they’d stand.

Eamon learned to swim,

To dive beneath the waves,

While Finn discovered sunlight,

And the warmth it gave.

One day, a storm approached,

With winds that howled and roared,

The river swelled with fury,

As the rain began to pour.

Eamon and Finn were separated,

By the tempest’s might,

But their bond remained unbroken,

Through the darkest night.

Eamon searched the river,

Calling out for Finn,

While Finn swam through the currents,

Determined to begin A journey,

To the friend he held so dear,

For friendship knows no limits,

And love can conquer fear.

At last, the storm subsided,

And the river calmed its flow,

Eamon found Finn waiting,

Where the waters gently glow.

They embraced with joy and laughter,

Their bond forever true,

Two boys from different worlds,

With hearts that always knew.

So, if you walk by Liffey’s banks,

And listen to the breeze,

You might just hear their whispers,

Carried through the trees.

For Eamon and Finn’s story,

A tale of love and cheer,

Reminds us all that friendship’s light,

Can shine both far and near!
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