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Jack Frost’s Spell

 

I want a zoo – don’t say I’m wrong!

But finding pets takes far too long.

Fill each cage with stinky straw.

I will get what I’m wishing for!

 

In Sparkle Forest every day,

Peculiar creatures run and play.

The animals are rare – so what?

Get in there and steal the lot!
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“Do you think they’ve noticed us?” Rachel Walker asked as she and her best friend, Kirsty, watched a chimpanzee high up in a tree.

“I hope not,” said Kirsty Tate, whispering. “I want to see them play.”

They were on their third day at Tail and Trunk Safari Park and the park manager, Ahmed, had brought them here to see the mischief that the chimpanzees got up to at Cheeky Chimp Corner – the ape enclosure. There was a long wooden bench beneath some trees. Earlier that morning, Rachel and Kirsty had helped Ahmed put out grapes, bananas and nuts for the animals. Then they’d gone back to Ahmed’s truck, which was painted in orange and black tiger stripes.

Now, the girls sat in the back with a fluffy zebra-print blanket over their knees. Ahmed had passed them each a fruit smoothie that he’d made earlier.

“Grapes and kiwi fruit, mixed with yogurt and almond milk,” he said. “Drink up!”

The girls each took a sip through pink and yellow striped paper straws.
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“Yum!” Kirsty said.

“Delicious,” Rachel said, taking another sip.

The two of them were best friends. They’d come to this safari park with Rachel’s parents, Mr and Mrs Walker. They were staying in a little wooden hut with gingham curtains and they had offered to help Ahmed around the park. The two girls would get up extra early each morning, to help the park manager change the animals’ straw and put out fresh food for them. It was a magical start to the day, before the park gates opened to visitors. Magic seemed to follow the two best friends around wherever they went.

Ahmed was watching the chimpanzees carefully, his hat tipped back on his head. “Did you know …” he began to say. Rachel and Kirsty shared a secret glance and smiled. “… chimpanzees share ninety-eight per cent of their DNA with humans.” Ahmed loved his facts, even more than he loved the animals of Tail and Trunk Safari Park.

Suddenly, the back of the truck gave a lurch. Rachel nearly dropped her smoothie! There was a scrabbling sound as something ran away.
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“What was that?” Ahmed cried, leaping out from behind the wheel. Kirsty and Rachel carefully placed their smoothies in the truck’s cup holders and scrambled out after him. A tiny, hairy shape dragged its feet across the grass and heaved itself over the fence towards the Cheeky Chimp Corner. His furry little hands glowed in the morning sunshine, but it wasn’t sunlight glinting off his fur. The glow looked almost magical.

“Oh no!” Rachel whispered, pulling Kirsty behind a tree. “I think it’s Bouncy Bobo. That glow – it looks like Jack Frost’s magic.”

Bouncy Bobo was a chimpanzee from Sparkle Forest in Fairyland. Rachel and Kirsty had gone there with Etta the Elephant Fairy, and they had met the rest of the Endangered Animals Fairies. At Sparkle Forest, all sorts of animals from around the world lived together in the forest glade, even ones that were endangered in Kirsty and Rachel’s world. Then Jack Frost had arrived! With the help of his naughty goblins, he’d captured the four fairies’ special magical animals – an elephant, a snow leopard, a polar bear … and Bobo, the bouncy chimpanzee. Rachel and Kirsty had helped get two of the animals back to Sparkle Forest, but there were still two more to save, and one of them was Bobo.

“What is that naughty chimpanzee doing?” Ahmed suddenly cried, pulling out his phone to take photos. “We don’t like to see the animals stealing. Wait till I tell the park owner about this!”
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Bobo had dragged himself up onto the chimpanzees’ picnic table and stole a banana out of another chimpanzee’s fist. But straight away, the banana slipped out of his grasp. Then, he grabbed a bunch of grapes off another ape and ran as fast as he could towards a climbing frame. He heaved himself up the wooden poles and greedily tried to shove the grapes into his mouth – but he kept missing! The fruit fell and splattered on the ground and the creature yowled with hunger.
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“Jack Frost has made his hands all slippery,” Rachel said, peering out from behind the tree. “Now Bobo can’t feed himself! And without his usual bounce, I bet he can’t get himself back to Sparkle Forest. He must really be missing Chelsea – poor Bobo!”

Kirsty nodded, making the little satin bows on the end of her pigtails bounce against her unicorn T-shirt. “Look!” she said. “What’s he doing now?” She pointed as Bobo crept back down and ran over to a chimpanzee who was sleeping on a log, to steal her kiwi fruit! She woke up and opened her mouth in a huge yawn, then froze, staring at Bobo. He tried to shove the whole kiwi fruit into his mouth, but with a squelch! it squeezed out of his hand and flew over his shoulder. The fruit landed in a messy heap on the ground.

“He’s in big trouble now,” Rachel said. “Ahmed looks like he’s going to burst!” The park manager had run back to the truck and leant inside to reach for something. He lifted up a large brown paper bag with lettering on the side. Rachel and Kirsty went over and saw that the letters spelt out: “Tail and Trunk Treats”.

“What do you have in there?” Kirsty asked. A group of the chimpanzees were wrestling on the ground now, rolling over and over in the grass.

“More fruit!” Ahmed said, holding a huge bunch of grapes up like a trophy. His eyes glinted beneath the brim of his safari hat. “We need to stop that chimp spoiling all the food, or there’ll be chaos. I have a plan.”

Rachel looked over at the ape enclosure, where the animals were squabbling. A frown creased her brow. “Good,” she said, “because I think we need one.”
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Bobo was going from chimpanzee to chimpanzee, trying to steal their snacks. The other animals each grabbed their fruit before he could eat it, but they were getting more and more wound up and were hooting with frustration.

“Do chimpanzees usually behave like this?” Rachel asked.

Ahmed shook his head. “Not usually,” he said. “But apes are very possessive of their food. Don’t worry, I think I know how to stop this. Here, hold out your hands!”
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Kirsty and Rachel shared a confused look, but they cupped their hands and Ahmed tore off some grapes for each of them.

“We can’t go too near the chimpanzees,” he told the girls. “We need to respect their space.”
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Rachel felt her smile fade. If they couldn’t get near the animals, how would they get Bobo back to Sparkle Forest?

“But we can do something else,” said Ahmed. “Look!” He pulled his mobile phone out again and showed them a little video on the screen. It was of some chimpanzees in a jungle and they were tearing bark off trees in order to eat the ants that hid beneath. “Chimpanzees love finding hidden treats,” he told them, shoving his phone back into his pocket. “So if we lay a trail, they’ll follow. We’ll make food fun, rather than a reason to fall out. Hopefully, they’ll all stop squabbling!”

“What fun!” Rachel cried, then hesitated. “But what about Bobo? He can’t seem to feed himself.”

“Don’t worry,” Ahmed reassured her. “One of the zoo keepers will come and feed him. For now, we just need to get him away from the other animals.”

Ahmed was tiptoeing from bush to bush, leaving a grape here and another there. “Come on, girls,” he called back.

Rachel and Kirsty looked at each other. “If we help Ahmed now, maybe we’ll find a way of helping Bobo get back to Sparkle Forest,” Kirsty said.
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“It’s a plan!” Rachel cried. She ran over to a wooden fence in front of the bushes and carefully balanced a row of grapes along the top. Kirsty skipped ahead of her and dropped grapes, one by one, in the long grass. It was like playing a game of Hansel and Gretel, leaving a trail of breadcrumbs out of the forest!

Kirsty looked back over her shoulder. The chimpanzees had stopped wrestling and were standing up on their hind legs, sniffing the air. Their nostrils flared and they started to hoot with excitement.
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“I think they know that there are treats waiting for them,” Kirsty said. The three of them ran to hide behind Ahmed’s truck. They poked their noses over the side and watched. Ahmed had pulled a little notebook out of his top pocket and licked the end of a stubby pencil.
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“I shall make some scientific notes,” he said, marking the date at the top of the first page. “We might be about to see something record-breaking.”
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Kirsty giggled. “Like
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