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I’d like to speak to you about some aspects of the normal Christian life.

Someone has said, “If the Holy Spirit was withdrawn a lot of churches would just carry on as usual, they wouldn’t notice.” 

Sadly, there’s truth in that.

So, regularly we need to ask “Are we and our church living the normal Christian life? In other words, are we living what the Bible says about us?”

So, what does the Bible say about us? Let’s briefly look at some aspects of the Christian life: born again, thankful, involved with the Holy Spirit, patient, having faith, hope and love and witnessing.

You must be born again

I was a Methodist Local Preacher in the nineteen eighties. As I went round from church to church I preached messages for Christians. After a while it dawned on me that my preaching just didn’t seem to gel, it just didn’t seem to be making an impact. I prayed about it and I was shocked when God said to me, “You’re not preaching to the converted.”

So I changed my tack and preached the Gospel, which went much better. So people come to church for many reasons, not just because they’re Christians. And attending church doesn’t make you a Christian. Just as being in a garage doesn’t make you a car. You must be born again.

Being born again is not physical or psychological, it’s spiritual.

The night when I was born again I had a visitor, a lady named Pat who was from Australia. When she talked about Jesus, her eyes would light up. As she was about to go I just had to do something to show her how I was feeling about her, so I played her a song ‘reach out and touch somebody’s hand, make this world a better place if you can,’ by Diana Ross,

Well, she started crying, then praying, then prophesying and the room filled with a Holy Presence. I fell to my knees with my face to the floor and although I didn’t know what I was doing, I repented of my sins and I was born again that night. 

Everyone’s experience is different. I’d like to say it doesn’t have to be as dramatic as mine, that was just what I needed.

It was as though I had been blind, in fact I was spiritually blind before I was born again. Jesus says we can’t even see the Kingdom of God unless we’re born again.

In a brief conversation with a Roman Catholic colleague at work she said to me, “We’re not like you ‘born again Christians’.

A lot of people think like this that being born again is just a different aspect of being a Christian. Not only is this attitude unbiblical, it shows a total misunderstanding. Christians must be born again and only the born again are Christians.

Thankfulness or a Gratitude Attitude

1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

Are you grateful that Jesus has saved you? Are you grateful for all the good things in your life?

Do you give thanks during your day?

It’s relatively easy to be thankful when everything is going well, but when things don’t go well that shows our true faith doesn’t it?

When things went wrong when I was a young Christian I was often shocked at how puny my faith was, but that was reality and I often failed to give thanks. But giving thanks is good because it can turn a disaster into a victory.

Involved with the Holy Spirit

“...be filled with the Spirit.” Ephesians 5 vs 18.

This is an Apostolic instruction, so it’s important and it’s God’s will for us.

There are times when God is disciplining us when we’re not filled with the Spirit, and that can last a long time, but there should be times when we were or when we will be filled with the Holy Spirit. When you’re filled with the Holy Spirit, you’ll know it. And it shouldn’t be a surprise, because Jesus says, “Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” John 7 vs 38.

The Holy Spirit gives us everything we need to live a normal Christian life, many of the things we need to run the Church and to have a healthy Body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 14 vs 1 says, Follow the
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