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Springfield

Eastern Plains

Lieutenant Myles walked down the Main Street of Springfield. The clear blue skies added a spring to his steps. He passed by a few local folks who smiled at him. Myles returned a smile. He had been deployed with his unit to this town since the beginning of last month. At first, Myles had been confused about his unit’s deployment. There was no danger to Springfield, and it was far from the frontlines of their conflict with the Coalition Forces. What could possibly happen in this town?

Myles stopped at the local hardware store and peered through their windows. Quite a crowd inside the store. 

No surprise there. 

Afterall, it was a Saturday. Over the last few weeks Springfield has grown on him with its charm. But Myles has remained on alert. He had heard rumors from the United Alliance base. One rumor said that the United Alliance had lost its solitary space station in orbit. The rumor also said it had been an attack, but no one knew who had done it. The men and women in his unit had been talking about it the last few nights. At first, Myles had let them voice their concerns but after a while he had put an end to the chatter. The last thing he wanted was for his unit to indulge in rumors. There was no end to it. And it didn’t benefit anyone. He understood that General Duncan would inform everyone once the truth had been established. Which had led to the second rumor making the rounds. General Duncan had left the base to visit Henderson with Captain Aria. That was out of the norm. Even Myles had to admit it. But it had to be related to the destruction of the space station. General Duncan rarely took a personal interest in a mission. His reason for leaving the base must have been important. Myles hoped the General would eventually clear the air instead of letting all this chatter gain momentum.

His comms came alive. “Lieutenant?”

It was his superior, Captain Thomas. “Yes, sir.”

“What’s the status in Springfield?” Thomas asked. 

“Nothing unusual to report, sir.”

Myles wasn’t surprised by the sudden comms from Thomas. Captain Thomas had been communicating with him off and on ever since his unit had been deployed to Springfield. 

“How’s your unit?” Thomas asked. 

“They’ve been taking shifts watching over the town,” Myles replied. 

He didn’t want to add that a few of his soldiers had begun to get bored. The first week had been exciting, getting accustomed to the town. His men and women had enjoyed being outside of a base. Myles had permitted it, again, for a short while. Then, he had put his foot down. He didn’t want his men and women getting into any problems with the locals. Myles had ensured they were at their barracks at the designated times. He demanded a certain level of discipline from his unit. Even though they were in Springfield, there was a grinding conflict going on where many soldiers were dying on either side.

“That’s good, lieutenant. Keep me informed if you notice anything. We’ve noticed unusual things going on recently.”

With that, the comms ended abruptly. 

Unusual things.

That was a weird way for Captain Thomas to end the conversation. Despite that, there was nothing Myles could do about it. Myles tried to decipher the meaning behind the words from his Captain. He didn’t get it. 

It didn’t matter. 

He just needed to be on alert. It was only then that Myles realized he was standing still on the sidewalk. A few locals gave him strange looks as they passed him by. He ignored their looks and resumed his walk. Then, his gaze fell upon a figure walking across to the other side of the road. Myles narrowed his eyes. The figure was wearing a raincoat. Myles looked up at the sky. There wasn’t a single cloud to be seen. Myles turned his attention back to the raincoat figure. 

The figure was gone. 

Myles blinked. He walked onto the middle of the road, dodging the oncoming vehicles. He raised his hand as he crossed and reached the other side of Main Street. His eyes scanned up and down the sidewalk. Where had the raincoat figure gone? Something about the raincoat figure bothered him. Myles couldn’t put a finger on it, but he sensed the raincoat figure was a threat to the community.

Then, he spotted the figure a distance down the road. The raincoat figure had stopped and was staring at a coffee shop. Myles then recognized one of his men standing closer to the figure. He opened a comms to Private Reynolds. “Sir?”

“Reynolds, don’t move but do you see a raincoat figure standing a few steps from you?” Myles asked. 

Myles slowly continued to creep forward, waiting for his man to reply to him. 

“Yes, sir,” Reynolds replied. 

“I want you to follow him slowly. But do not under any circumstances engage with him. Is that clear?”

Myles noticed that the raincoat figure had begun to walk again. Reynolds then slowly turned and followed. The number of people on the sidewalk was slowly growing. Myles had learnt that on Saturday the crowds tended to swell as the day went on. Many of them were older folks and younger families. Even teenagers began to roam about over the weekend. Initially, it took him sometime to get used to all the different types of people. 

Myles began to increase his pace, weaving through the crowds. Then, he lost sight of Reynolds and the raincoat figure. Myles broke into a sprint, as he waved for the people to get to one side. A few people shouted at him, but he ignored them. Reaching one end of Main Street, Myles stopped. An alleyway branched to his right. Myles drew his weapon and stepped into the alleyway. The moment he stepped in, his jaw dropped. Reynolds was on the ground. Myles raced to his man and knelt beside him. 

Reynolds was dead with a chest wound. A sound reached Myles’ ears. He turned to face the left side of the alleyway. 

A bright light stood a short distance from him. Then, to his shock, the light began to race towards him. How was that possible? Myles lifted his weapon, but it was too late. Something slammed against him. He tried to scream but nothing came out of his mouth. 

And he blacked out. 
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Unknown Position

Wiley Forest

Captain Williams realized he had been staring at the United Alliance base for a few minutes. The alien they had been hunting had supposedly disappeared into the base. He was still irritated with the existence of the base. His intelligence gathering personnel were becoming complacent. That’s the only conclusion he could come to. If not, he should’ve been informed of this United Alliance base. For it to exist at the edge of Wiley Forest was an escalation by the United Alliance. It appeared that the United Alliance didn’t seem afraid of setting up their bases closer and closer to Coalition Forces’ territory.

“Is this from where that soldier had been sent out to spy on us?” Lieutenant Kane asked. 

“What do you think?”

It was even possible that many more soldiers had been running surveillance on his Coalition Forces base for some time now. Such lapses were unacceptable. 

“Do you think the United Alliance and the aliens are working together?” Kane asked. 

It sounded ridiculous to even entertain the thought. But they were in the thick of a conflict with the United Alliance. Nothing was off the table. 

“We need to determine that.”

“What if the alien entered the base to attack them like it did with our base?” Kane asked. 

Williams frowned. “We should then soon hear an explosion or something.”

“Shouldn’t we warn them?”

Williams paused for a long moment. He didn’t know how to even answer his lieutenant’s question. But Williams had to admit it was a dilemma. 

“We can’t just walk up to their base. They might shoot at us.”

Kane offered a single nod. “I know, sir.”

Despite that, Williams couldn’t sit back and let an alien kill other humans. Even if those humans were soldiers that belonged to the enemy. That didn’t sit right with him. “What do you suggest?”

Kane was taken aback by his question. Williams suppressed a chuckle. He wanted to test his lieutenant in this situation. He doubted Kane had ever been shown this kind of scenario back during his military training days.

“Lieutenant?” Williams growled. 

Kane hesitated. “We don’t have many options. The most direct one is the quickest. We don’t know what that alien is doing inside the base.”

“What if it turns out that the alien is working with the United Alliance?”

“I find that hard to believe. I doubt the alien cares about humanity.”

Williams got to his feet and dropped his weapon. “Sir?”

“We can’t stay out here and let the alien do whatever it wants. We’re going into the base.”

Kane arched his eyebrows. “Unarmed?”

“The way I see it, the choices are simple. Either we go to them unarmed or we head back to our base.”

Going to the United Alliance based armed was suicidal. No sane person would be able to do it and survive. Nonetheless, the chances that the enemy might fire on them was evenly split. Kane stood beside Williams and dropped his weapon and grenade belt. “I don’t like this.”

“Your objection is noted. Move out.”

Williams took the lead, marching to the edge of the forest. Reaching the edge, the high fence of the United Alliance base came into his view. No turning back now. He crept forward out of the forest and headed for the main gate. As soon as they were meters from the gate, two soldiers rushed out and leveled their weapons at them. 

Williams raised his hands and Kane followed. “We’re unarmed.”

One of the soldiers hollered. “Don’t move!”

Williams stood still. “We want to talk to the base personnel in charge.”

Both United Alliance soldiers exchanged glances. Then, one of them began talking through his comms. Williams was about to find out whether this had been a good idea or not.
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General’s Office

United Alliance 1 

General Duncan switched off the comms. He had tried to make a call to his brother, Captain Williams. However, the person on the other end of the comms had informed Duncan that Williams was not available. Duncan had then been forced to leave a message with his contact number. Suffice to say the person on the other had been quiet for a few moments after he realized who Duncan was. It wasn’t everyday a General from another faction called in. Duncan was certain word would spread throughout the Coalition Forces of his call. Despite that, Duncan needed to get in contact with his brother. Duncan had amplified the urgency to the soldier. He hoped that the soldier on the other end of the call had taken note of it. 

Duncan hadn’t spoken to Williams in years. Not after their falling out. However, over the years he had learnt that his brother had enlisted with the Coalition Forces. The first time a friend of his father had told Duncan about it, he had been speechless. Initially, Duncan had thought his friend had made a mistake. It didn’t sound like Williams would enlist. But once Duncan confirmed it through his sources, he had been fuming. How dare his brother join another faction? Their father had been aligned with the United Alliance for decades. And he had hoped both his children would follow in his footsteps. Loyalty was one thing their father had instilled in them from a young age. But it seemed like his brother Williams didn’t seem to care about loyalty. Eventually, Duncan had dismissed his frustrations with his brother. Williams was an adult and could do whatever he liked. Duncan wasn’t interested in getting in the middle of it. It also wasn’t like he was going to ever talk to his brother. Williams had been quite clear of it when he had left the family. 

But the world works in mysterious ways. In the unlikeliest of situations, the appearance of an alien from another planet had brought Duncan back to his brother. Of all people and of all times. There was a knock at his door. 

“Come on!” Duncan said. 

The door slid open, and Captain Aria walked in, a bit flustered.

“What happened?” Duncan asked. 

He knew from Aria’s expression that something was wrong. 

“Sir, we got a report just in from Springfield.”

“Go on.”

Ever since Duncan had returned with Captain Aria from their visit to the facility where Eddie had worked, he had done a survey of all the towns surrounding his base. There were over ten towns near his base. Duncan had been surprised by the sheer number of them. He briefly recalled that Springfield was amongst the list of towns. 

“The report indicated that there was an incident out in the town.”

“What kind of incident?”

“Two of our men are dead. One of them is Lieutenant Myles, who oversaw a unit deployed to Springfield.”

Duncan furrowed his brows. “Did the enemy attack the town?”

It was an unlikely scenario but then again with the conflict nothing could be discounted. Nevertheless, Duncan had the feeling this incident had nothing to do with the Coalition Forces or any other faction. 

Aria frowned. “The report didn’t specify the attackers.”

Duncan slammed his fist on the table. “What kind of report is that then? I need to know the details.”

“I already ordered the details to be sent directly to my device.”

Duncan leaned back on his chair. “What’s your assessment?”

“It could be the work of an alien.”

Duncan raised one eyebrow. “The raincoat figure?”

Aria nodded. 

“But we need proof. Did the incident report say if anyone saw anything?”

“It stated that two civilians came across the dead bodies in an alleyway. Then they reported it to the Springfield local police who informed our unit.”

“Hmmmm.”

Then, Aria pulled out her device. “I’m getting images of the bodies. Sir, you need to see this.”

Aria then passed her device to Duncan. All it took was one glance. The purple discoloration around the wounds was enough for him. “Okay, we need to go.”

“I’ve already prepared the transport pod,” Aria said.

A mischievous smile crawled over Duncan’s expression. 
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