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About the Author



At sixteen, S.Y. Luckmany dropped out of school and spent nearly a decade working on assembly lines. Today, that same person commands a thriving enterprise. Between these two lives lies a journey this book distils into its essence.

What follows isn’t some miracle formula promising overnight reinvention. Rather, consider these pages a gentle nudge toward possibility – small shifts in perspective that might just flavour your days with renewed purpose. The direction, as always: forward.
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About the Translator



Shawe Ruckus usually writes mystery and science fantasy and found herself compiling these Surefire Fengshui hacks during a snow-trapped afternoon when her mother made a request she couldn’t refuse.

Raised in a home where the family budget stretched for literature before luxuries, Shawe inherited her mother’s conviction that wisdom, once acquired, prospers in circulation rather than captivity.


[image: image]


Surefire Fengshui #1



Behold the stinking fish as fortunes shift!

Many families welcome the Chinese New Year by invoking the image of a fish turning with the tide – a ritual meant to usher in prosperity and joy. For the kipper enthusiasts among us: lay your fish flat on one side (preferably on a red ceramic plate), announce your name with conviction, then declare “this salty fish rides the changing tide!” as you flip it over with a pair of chopsticks held in your right hand.

Seafood averse? Substitute any fish-shaped item: your feline’s plush toy with its worn whiskers, a fisherman’s copper-flecked lure, or perhaps sculpt a finned creature from damp sand during your next beach outing at sunset.

Surefire Rating:

★★★★★
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Surefire Fengshui #2



Snip away the blues!

Notice how a fresh haircut can lift your spirits? When life’s minor irritations pile up – the overdue electric bill, the neighbour’s yapping dog, that persistent kitchen drain smell – take scissors to those split ends – even just a home trim over the bathroom sink can shift your energy. The ancient wisdom holds that altering one’s appearance alters one’s fortune.

Follically challenged (aka hair problems)? Consider the space between your brows your personal fengshui zone. Maintain this portal hair-free at precisely two-finger width (about 3.5 centimetres) for optimal energy flow.

On the second day of the second Chinese calendar month, tradition holds that dragons stir from hibernation, their scales gleaming like wet jade. Families mark this awakening with fresh haircuts or, as a minimum, the ceremonial click of household scissors through a single lock of hair.

Surefire Rating:

★★★★
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Surefire Fengshui #3



Inhale Prosperity, Exhale Debt!

When financial woes accumulate faster than your savings, seek the marble-floored temples of commerce. Simply enter any bank – preferably before noon on weekdays – stand quietly among the queues and tellers, draw five deep breaths of that fortune-scented air (notes of ink, metal, and ambition), then depart with your invisible wealth replenished.

Remember: five breaths precisely – the ancients knew this number balances abundance with humility.

Surefire Rating:
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Surefire Fengshui #4



Rounding errors!

When life’s small frustrations multiply – missed deadlines, tense family dinners, children’s homework crises – examine your tableware’s geometry. Replace those angular plates with circular ones (preferably in soothing celadon green) to invite harmony into your domestic sphere.

The ancient Chinese fengshui masters observed how rounded edges soften conversation and encourage the smooth circulation of goodwill, particularly during the volatile third lunar month. Conversely, when business demands authority, serve your clients on square dishware of pristine white porcelain – their definitive boundaries project unwavering resolve.

And remember: circular tables dissolve hierarchies while rectangular ones, especially those of mahogany or oak, reinforce them.

Surefire Rating:

★★★
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Surefire Fengshui #5



Banish the travel gremlin!

Consult your calendar before booking that next adventure – the ancients whispered that journeys commenced on even-numbered dates (particularly the 4th, 8th, and 22nd) arrive with fortune as their companion. Watch as delayed flights transform into serendipitous encounters with strangers!

Surefire Rating:

★★★
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Surefire Fengshui #6



Become the Magnetic Core!

Position a cherished object at your living room’s heart – perhaps that 2015 Château Margaux you’ve been saving for a special occasion, a hand-carved jade elephant from your travels to northern Thailand, or that rose quartz crystal gifted by your eccentric aunt at last year’s winter solstice. As household energies orbit this central beacon, watch how fortune gravitates naturally toward you like iron filings to a lodestone.

Surefire Rating:

★★★★★
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